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The Early English Text Society was started by the late 
Dr. Furnivall in 1864 for the purpose of bringing the mass of Old 
English Literature within the reach of the ordinary student, and of 
wiping away the reproach under which England had long rested, of 
having felt little interest in the monuments of her early language 
and life. 

On the starting of the Society, so many Texts of importance were at 
once taken in hand by its Editors, that it became necessary in 1867 to 
open, besides the Original Series with which the Society began, an Extra 
Series which should be mainly devoted to fresh editions of all that is 
most valuable in printed MSS. and Caxton’s and other black-letter 
books, though first editions of MSS. will not be excluded when the 
convenience of issuing them demands their inclusion in the Extra 
Series. 

During the fifty years of the Society’s existence, it has produced, 
with whatever shortcomings, and at a cost of over £35,000, an amount of 
good solid work for which all students of our Language, and some of 
our Literature, must be grateful, and which has rendered possible the 
beginnings (at least) of proper Histories and Dictionaries of that 
Language and Literature, and has illustrated the thoughts, the life, the 
manners and customs of our forefathers and foremothers. 

But the Society’s experience has shown the very small number of 
those inheritors of the speech of Cynewulf, Chaucer, and Shakspere, 
who care two guineas a year for the records of that speech. The Society 
has never had money enough to produce the Texts that could easily have 
been got ready for it ; and Editors are now anxious to send to press the 
work they have prepared. The necessity has therefore arisen for trying 
to increase the number of the Society’s members, and to induce its well- 
wishers to help it by gifts of money, either in one sum or by instalments. 
The Committee trust that every Member will bring before his or her 
friends and acquaintances the Society’s claims for liberal support. Until 
all Early English MSS. are printed, no proper History of our Language 
or Social Life is possible. 


« 
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ORIGINAL SESpIUS. (One guinea each year,) 

1 Early English Alliterative Poems, ab. 1360 a.i>., ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. 16s. 1 S( 34 . 

2. Arthur, ab. 1440, ed. P. J. Furnivall, M.A. 4s. 

3. Lauder oa the Dewtie of Bsmgis, &c., 1556, ed. F. Hall, D.C.L. 4s. 

4. Sir Gawayne and the Green Knight, ab. 1360, ed. Bev. Dr. B. Morris. 10s. 

5. Hume’s Orthographie and Oongruitie of the Britan Tongue, ab. 1617, ed, H. B. Wheatley. 4s. 1865 

6. Lancelot of the Laik, ab. 1500, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 8s. ,, 

7. Genesis & Enodua, ab, 1250, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Moms. 8s. ,, 

S. Morte Arthure, ab. 1440, ed. E. Brock. 7s. ,, 

9. Thynne on Speght’s ed. of Chaucer, a.d. 1599, ed. Dr. G, Kingsley and Dr. F. J. Furnivall. 10s. „ 

10. Merlin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 2s. 6d, 

11. Lyndesay’s Monarche, &c., 1552, Part 1., ed. J. Small, M.A. Ss. 

12. Wright’s Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. Is. ,, 

13. Seinte Marherete, 1200-1380, ed. Rev. 0. Cockayne ; re-edited by Dr. Otto Glauning. 1866 

14. Kyng Horn, Floris and Blancheflour, &o., ed. Rev. J. R. Lumby, D.D., re-ed. Dr. G. H, McKnight. 5s. ,, 

15. Political, Religious, and Love Poems, ed. F. J. Furnivall. 7s. 6ci. „ 

16. The Book of Ctuinte Essence, ab. 1460-70, ed. P. J. Furnivall. Is. „ 

17. Parallel Extracts from 45 MSS. of Piers the Plowman, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. Is. „ 

18. Hali Meidenhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. 0. Cockayne, re-edited by Dr. F. J. Furnivall. „ 

19. Lyndesay's Monarche, &c., Part II., ed. J. Small, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

20. Richard RoUe de Hampole, English Prose Treatises of, ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. Is. „ 

21. Merlin, Part II., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 4s. ,, 

22. Partenay or Lusignen, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 6s. 

23. Dan Michel’s Ayenbite of Inwyt, 1340, ed. Bev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. 6d. 

24. Hymns to the Virgin and Christ ; the Parliament of Devils, &c. , ab. 1430, ed. P. J. Furnivall. 8s. 1867 

25. The Staoions of Rome, the Pilgrims’ Sea-voyage, with Clene Maydenhod, ed. P. J. Furnivall. Is. „ 

26. Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from R. Thornton’s MS., ed. Rev. G. G. Perry. 5s. [1913] „ 

27. Levins’s Manipulus Vocahulonim, a ryming Dictionary, 1570, ed. H. B. Wheatley. 12s. „ 

28. William’s Vision of Piers the Plowman, 1362 a.d. : Text A, Part I., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 6s. „ 

29. Old English Homilies (ab. 1220-30 A.D.). Series I, Part I. Edited by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 7s. „ 

30. Pierce the Ploughmans Crede, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 2s. „ 

31. Myrc’s^Duties of a Parish Priest, in Verse, ab. 1420 a.d., ed. E. Peacock. 4s. 1868 

32. Early English Meals and Manners : the Boke of Horture of John Russell, the Bokes of Keruynge, 

Curtasye, and Demeanor, the Babees Book, LTrbanitatis, &c., ed. F. J. Fumivall. 12s. „ 

33. The Knight de la Tour Landry, ab. 1440 A.n. A Book for Daughters, ed. T. Wright, M. A. „ 

34. Old English Homilies (before 1300 A. D.). Series I, Part II., ed. R. Morris, LL.D. 8s. „ 

35. Lyndesay’s Works, Part III. : The Historie and Testament of Squyer Meldrum, ed, F. Hall. 2s. „ 

36. Merlin, Part III. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. On Arthurian Localities, by J. S. Stuart Glennie. 12s. 1869 

37. Sir David Lyndesay’s Works, Part IV., Ane Satyre of the Three Estaits. Ed. P. Hall, D.C.L. 4s. „ 

38. William’s Vision of Piers the Plowman, Part II, Text B. Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 10s. 6d. ,, 

89. Alliterative Romance of the Destruction of Troy. Ed. D. Donaldson & G. A. Panton, Pt. I. 10s, 6d. „ 

40. English Gilds, their Statutes and Customs, 1389 a.d. Edit. Toulmin Smith and Lucy T. Smith, 

with an Essay on Gilds and Trades-Unions, by Dr. L. Brentano. 21s. 1870 

41. William Lauder’s Minor Poems. Ed. F. J. FumivaU. 3$. „ 

42. Bemardus De Cura ReiFamuliaiis, Early Scottish Prophecies, &c, Ed. J. R. Lumby, M,A. 2s. „ 

43. Ratis Raving, and other Moral and Religious Pieces* Ed. J. R Liimby, M. A. 8s. 

44. The Alliterative Romance of Joseph of Arimathie, or The Holy Grail : from the Vernon MS. ; 

with W. de Worde’s and Pynson’s Lives of Joseph : ed. Rev. W, W. Skeat, MiA. 6s. 1871 

45. King Alfred's West-Saxon Version of Gregory’s Pastoral Care, edited from 2 MSS., with an 

Englisli translation, by Henry Sweet, Esq. , B. A., Balliol College, Oxford. Part I. 10s. „ 

46. Legends of the Holy Rood, Symbols of the Passion and Cross Poems, ed. Bev. Dr. R. Morris. 10s. „ 

47. Sir David Lyndesay’s Works, Part V., ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 3s. 

48. The Times’ Whistle, and other Poems, by R. C., 1616 ; ed. by J. M. Oowper, Esq. 6s. „ 

49. An Old English Miscellany, containing a Bestiary, Kentish Sermons, Proverbs of Alfred, and 

Religious Poems of the 13th cent., ed. from the MSS. by the Rev, R. Morris, LL.D. 10s. 1872 

50. King Alfred’s West-Saxon Version of Gregory’s Pastoral Care, ed. H. Sweet, M. A. Part II. 10s. „ 

51 The Life of St Juliana, 2 versions, a.d. 1230, with tninslations ; ed. T. O. Cockayne & E. Brock. 2s. „ 

52. PalladiuB on Husbondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 A.D.), ed. Bev. Barton Lodge, M. A. Parti, 10s. „ 

53. Old-English Homilies, Series II., and three Hymns to the Virgin and God, X3th-century, with 

the music to two of them, in old and modem notation ; ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. 8s. 1873 

54. The Vision of Piers Plowman, Text C : Richard the ^ledele| (by William, the author of the Vision) 

and The Crowned King ; Part III., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 18s. ,i . 

55 Generydes, a Romance, ab. 1440 a.d., ed, W. iddis Wright, M.A. Part I. Ss. 
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Tlie Original Series of the Early English Text Society ^ 

56. The Gest Hystoriale of the Destrubtion of Troy, in alliterative verse ; ed. by D. Donaldson, Esq., 


and the late Eev. 6. A. Panton. Part II. 10s. 6i. 1874 

67. The Early English Version of the “ Cursor Itundi ** ; in four Texts, edited by the Rev. R. Morns, 

M.A., LL.D. Part I, with 2 photolithographic facsimiles. 10s. 6d. „ 

58. The Blickling Eomilies, 971 A.D., ed. Rev. R. Morris, LL.D. Part I. 8s. 

59. The “ Cursor Mundi ” in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris Part II. 15s. 1875 

60. Meditacyuns on the Soper of our Lords (by Robert of Brunne), edited by J. M. Cowper. 2s. 6(f. ,, 

61. The Romance and Prophecies of Thomas of Erceldoune, from 5 MSS.; ed. Dr. J. A. H. Murray. 10s. Gd. „ 

62. The “Cursor Mxmdi,” in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. 15s. 1876 

63. The Blickling Homilies, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Part II. 7s. „ 

64. Prancis Thynne’s Embleames and Epigrams, a.d. 1600, ed. P. J. Fumivall, 7s. „ 

65. Be Domes D»ge (Bede’s Dc Die Jvdieii), <Sec., ed. J. R. Lumby, B.D. 2s. ,, 

66. The “ Cursor Mundi,” in four Texts, ed. Rev. Dr, R. Morris. Part IV., with 2 autotypes. 10s. 1877 

67. Notes on Piers Plowman, by the Rev. “W. "W. Skeat, M,A. Part I. 215. „ 

68. The “Cursor Mundi,” in 4 Texts, ed. Rev. Dr, E. Morris. PartV. 26s. 1878 

69. Adam Davie’s 5 Dreams about Edward IL, &c., ed. P. J. Purnivall, M.A. 5s. „ 

70. Generydes, a Romance, ed. W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Part II. 4s. „ 

71. The Lay Polks Mass-Book, four texts, ed. Rev. Canon Simmons. 25s. 1879 

72. Palladius on Hushondrie, englisht (ab. 1420 A.n.). Part II. Ed. S. J. Herrtage, B. A. 15s. „ 

73. The Blickling Homilies, 971 a.i>., ed. Eev. Dr. R. Morris. Part III. 10s. 1880 

74. English Works of Wyclif, hitherto unprinted, ed. P. D. Matthew, Esq. 20s. ,, 

75. Oatholicon Anglicum, an early English Dictionary, from Lord Monson’s MS. a.d. 1483, ed., with 

Introduction t Notes, hy S. J. Herrtage, B. A. ; and with a Preface by H. B. Wheatley. 20s. 1881 

76. Aelfric’s Metrical Lives of Saints, in MS. Cott Jul. E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. Part I. 10s. „ 

77. Beowulf, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, edited by Prof. Zupitza, Ph.D. 25s. 1882 

78. The Fifty EaxUest EngUsh Wflls, in the Court of Probate, 1887-1489, ed. by P. J. Purnivall, M.A. 7s. „ 

79. Eng Alfred’s Orosius, from Lord Tolleraache’s 9th century MS., Part I. ed. H. Sweet, M.A. ISs. 1 883 

795. Bxira Volume. Facsimile of the Epinal Glossary, ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 15s. ,, 

80. The Early-English Life of St. Katherine and its Latin Original, ed. Dr. Einenkel. 12s. 1884 

81. Piers Plowman ; Notes, Glossary, &c. Part IV, completing the work, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. 18s. „ 

82. Aelfric’s MetrioalLives of Saints, MS. Cott. JuL E 7., ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M. A., LL.D. Part II. 12s. 1885 

83. The Oldest English Texts, Charters, &o., ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 20s. „ 

84. Additional Analogs to ‘ The Wright’s Chaste Wife,’ No. 12, hy W. A. Clouston. Is. 1886 

85. The Three Bangs of Cologne. 2 English Texts, and 1 Latin, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 17s. ,, 

86. Prose Lives of Women Saints, ab. 1610 a.n., ed. from the uniqne MS. by Dr. C. Horstmann. I2fi. ,, 

87. Early English Verse lives of Saints (earliest version). Laud MS. 108, ed. Dr. C. Horstmann. 20s. 1887 

88. Hy. Bradshaw’s Life of St Werburghe (Pynson, 1521), ed. Dr. 0. Horstmann. 10s. „ 

89. Vices and Virtues, from the unique MS., ab. 1200 a.i>., ed. Dr. F. Holthausen. Part I. 8s. 1888 

90. Anglo-Saxon and Latin Rule of St Benet, interlinear Glosses, ed. Dr. H. Logeman. 12s. „ 

91. Two Fifteenth-Century Cookery-Books, ab. 1430-1450, edited hy Mr. T. Austin. 10s. , , 

92. Eadwine’sCanterburyPsalter,fromtheTrin. Canibr.MS.,ab.ll50 A.p.,ed. F. Harsley, B.A. Pt 1. 12s. 1889 

93. Defensor’ s Liber Sointillarum , edited from the MSS. by Ernest Rhodes, B. A. 12s. „ 


94. Aelfric's Metrical Lives of Saints, MS. Cott. Jul. E 7, Part III. , ed. Prof. Skeat, LittD., LL.D. 15s, 1S90 

95. The01d-EaglishversionofBede’sEocl6suLstioalEstory,re-ed.hy Dr. Thomas Miller. Parti, §1. 18s. ,, 

96. The Old-English version of Bede’s Ecolcsiastioal History, re-ed. by Dr. Thomas Miller. Pt I, § 2. 15s 1891 

97. The Earliest English Prose Psalter, edited from its 2 MSS. hy Dr. K. D. Buelhring. Part 1. 15s ,, 

98. Minor Poems of the Vernon MS., Part I., ed. Dr. 0. Horstmann. 20s. 1892 

99. Cursor Mundi. Part VI. Preface, Notes, and Glossary, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. lOs. „ 

100. Capgrave’s Life of St Katharine, ed. Dr. 0. Horstmann, with Forewords by Dr. Purnivall. 20s. 1893 

101. Cursor Mundi Part VII. Essay on the MSS., their Dialects, Ac., by Dr. H. Hupe. 10s. ,, 

102. Lanfrano’s Cirurgie, ab. 1400 a.d., ed. Dr, R. von Pleischhacker. Part I. 20s. 1894 

103. The Legend of the Cross, from a 12th century MS., &©., ed. Prof. A. S. Napier, M.A., Ph.D. 7s. 6cl. „ 

104. The Exeter Book (Anglo-Saxon Poems), re-edited from the unique MS. by I. GoUancz, M.A. Parti. 20s. 1896 

105. The Prymer or Lay-Polks’ Prayer-Book, Camb TJniv. MS., ab. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part I. 10s. „ 

106. R. Misyn’s Fire of Love and Mending of Life (Hampole), 1434, 1435, ed. Rev. R. Harvey, M.A. 15s. 1896 

107. The EngUsh Conquest of Ireland, A.n. 1166-1185, 2 Texts, 1425, 1440, Pt. I, ed. Dr. Fumivall. 15s. 

108. Child-Marriages and -Divorces, Trothphghts, Ac. Chester Depositions, 1561-6, ed. Dr. Purnivall. 15s. 1897 


109. The Prymer or Lay-Folks Prayer-Book, ab. 1420, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part II. lOs. ,, 

no. The Oia-EngUsh Version of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, ed. Dr. T. Miller. Part 11, § 1. 15s. 1898 

111. The Old-EngUsh Version of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, ed. Dr. T. Miller. Part II, § 2. 15s. „ 

112. Merlin, Part IV : Outlines of the Legend of MerUn, by Prof. W. B. Mead, Ph.D. ISs. 1899 

113. Queen Elizabeth’s Englishings of Boethius. Plutarch &o. &c., ed. Miss C. Pemberton. 15s. ,, 

114. Aelfric’s Metrical Lives of Saints, Part IV and last, ed. Prof. Skeat, Litt.D., LL.D. 10s. 1900 

116. Jacob’s Well, edited from the unique Salisbury Cathedral MS. by Dr. A. Brandeis. Part I. lOs. „ 

116. An Old-EngUsdi Martyrology, re-edited by Dr. G. Herzfeld. lOs. „ 

117. Manor Poems of the Vemon MS., edited by Dr. P.J.Fimnivall. Part II. 16s. 1901 

118. The Lay Polks’ Catechism, ed. by Canon Simmons and Rev. H. E. Nolloth, M.A. 5s. „ 


119. Robert of Brunne’s Haadlyng Synne (1303), *and its French original, re-ed. by Dr Fumivall. Pt. 1. 10s. , , 

120. The Rule of St. Benet, in Northern Prose and Verse, & Caxton’s Summary, ed. by E. A. Kock. 16s. 1902 
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121. The laud K5. Troy-Book, ed. from the unique Laud MS. 595, by Dr. J. B. Wiilfing. Part I. 15s. 1902 

122. The laud US, Troy-Book, ed. from the unique Laud MS. 595, by Dr. J. E. Whlfing. Part II. 20s. 1903 

123. Eobert of Brunne’s Handlyng Synne (1303), and its French original, re-ed. by Dr. Fumivall. Pt. II. 10s. „ 

124. Twenty-six Political and other Poems from Digby MS. 102 &c., ed. by Dr. J. Kail. Part I. 10s. 1904 

125. Medieval Eecords of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Parti. 10s. „ 

126. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part I. 10s. „ 

127. An Alphabet of Tales, in Northern English, from the Latin, ed. Mrs. M. M. Banks. Part II. 10s. 1905 

128. Medieval Eecords of a London City Church, ed. Henry Littlehales. Part II. 10s. ,, 

129. TheEnglishEegisterof GodstowNunnery, ed.fromtheMSS.bytheRev.Dr. AndrewClark, Pt. 1. 10s. ,, 

130. The English Eegister of Godstow Nunnery, ed. from the MSS. by the Rev. Dr. A. Clark. Pt. II. 15s. 1906 

131. The Brut, or The Chronicle of England, edited from the be-st MSS. by Dr. P. Brie. Part I. lOs. „ 

132. John Metham's "Works, edited from the unique MS. by Dr. Hardin Craig. [At Press. „ 

133. The English Eegister of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, ed. by the Rev, Dr. A. Clark. Part 1. 15s. 1907 

134. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part I. 15s. ,, 

135. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Harris. Part II. 15s 1908 

1355. JBztra Issue. Prof. Manly’s Piers Plowman & its Sequence, urging the fivefold authorship of the V ision. 

136. The Brut, or The Chronicle of England, edited from the best MSS. by Dr. F. Brie. Fart 11. 15s. 

137. Twelfth-Century Homilies in MS. Bodley 343, ed. by A. O. Belfour, M. A. Part I, the Text. 15s. 1909 

138. The Coventry Leet Book, edited from the unique MS. by Miss M. Dormer Hands. Part III. 15s. ,, 

139. John Arderne’s Treatises on Fistula in Ano, &c., ed. by D’Arcy Power, M.D. 15s. 1910 

139 5, c, d, e, Extra Issue. The Piers Plowman Controversy: 5. Dr. Jusserand’s 1st Reply to Prof. 

Manly; c. Prof. Manly’s Answer to Lr. Jusserand ; d. Dr. Jusserand’s 2nd Reply to Prof. Manly ; 
e. ])&. E. W. Chambers’s Article; f. Dr. Henry Bradley’s Rejoinder to Mx. E. W. Chambers 
(Issued separately). 10s. ,, 

140. Oapgrave’s Lives of St. Augustine and St. Gilbert of Sempringham, a.d. 1451, ed, by John Munro. 10s. „ 

141. Earth upon Earth, all the known texts, ed., with an Introduction, by Miss Hilda MunrayjM. A. 10s. 1911 

142. The English Eegister of Godstow Nunnery, edited by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. Part III. 10s. „ 

143. The Wars of Alexander the Great, Thornton MS., ed. J. S Westlake, M.A. 10s. ,, 

144. The English Eegister of Oseney Abbey, by Oxford, edited by the Eev. Dr. Andrew Clark. Part II. 

* 10s. 1912 


145. The Northern Passion, ed. by Miss P. A. Poster, Ph.D. Part I, the four parallel texts. 15s. ,, 

146. The Coventry Leet Book, ed. Miss M. Dormer Harris. Introduction, Indexes, etc. Part IV. 10s. 1913 

147. The Northern Passion, ed. Miss P. A. Foster, Ph.D., Introduction, French Text, Variants and 

Fragments, Glossary. Part 11. 15s. „ 

[An enlarged re-print of No. 26, Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse, from the Thornton MS., 
edited by Rev. G. G. Perry. 5s.] 

148. A Fifteenth-Century Courtesy Book and Two Franciscan Rules edited by R. W. Chambers, M.A., 

Litt.D., and W. W. Seton, M.A. 7s. 6cf. 1914 

149. Sixty-three Lincoln Diocese Documents, ed. by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Clark. 15s. „ 

160. The Old-English Rule of Bp. Chrodegang, and the Capitula of Bp. Theodulf, ed. Prof. Napier, Ph.D. 

7s. 6d. „ 

151. The Lanterne of Light, ed. by Miss Lilian M. Swinburn, M.xV. 15s. 1915 

152. Early English Homilies, from Vesp. D.'XIV., ed. by Miss Ruble D.-N. Warner. Part I, Text. 15s. 1915 

163. Mandeville’s Travels, ed. by Professor Panl Hamelius. Part I, Text. 15s. 1916 
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EXTBA SERIES, (One guinea each year,) 

The Publications for 1867-1915 (one guinea each year) are 

l. William of Paleme ; or, William and the Werwolf. Re-edited by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M. A. ISg, 1867 

II Early English Pronunciation with especial Reference to Shakspere and Cliancer, by A. J. Kills, 
P.R.S. Parti, 10s. 

III. Caxton’s Book of Curtesye, in Till ee Versions. Ed. F. J. Pumivall. 5s. 1868 

IV. Havelokthe Dane. Re-edited by the Rev. W, W. Skeat, M.A. 10s. „ 

V. Chaucer’s Boethius. Edited from the two best MSS- by Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 12s. „ 

VI. Ohevelere Assigns. Re-edited from the unique MS. by Lord Aldenham, M.A. 3s, „ 

VII. Early English Pronunciation, by A. J. Ellis, P.R.S. Part II. 10s. 1869 

Vlli Queene Elizabethes Achademy, &c. Ed. F. J. Furnivall. Essays on early Italian and German 

Books of Courtesy, by W. M, Rossetti and Dr. E. Oswald. 13s. ^ „ 

IX. Awdeley’sFraternitye of Vaoabondes, Harman’s Caveat, &c. Ed. E. Viles & F. J. Furnivall, Ts, 6d. „ 

X Andrew Boorde’s Introduction of Hnowledge, 1647, Dyetary of Helth, 1542, Barnes in Defence of the 
* Berde, 1542-3. Ed. F. J. Furnivall. ISs. # 1870 

XI. Barbour’s Bruce, Part I. Ed. from MSS. and editions, by Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12s. „ 

XIT England in Henrv VIII. 's Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole & Lupset, by Thom. Starkey, 
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PREFACE. 


The introduction and notes, in wliich. the reasons for re-editing 
the Cotton MS. of Mandeville with hardly any emendations will 
be fully stated, are reserved for a later volume. For the present, 
it may be stated that the editor’s choice lay between two principal 
manuscripts, the Cotton MS., first edited in 1725 and since then 
frequently reprinted from that edition, and the Egerton MS., 
edited with full commentary for the Eoxburghe Club by Sir 
George Warner (1889). Imperfect as the Cotton version is, 
it adheres very closely to the French original, as represented in 
Sir George Warner’s Anglo-French text, and in two Brussels MSS. 
copied by the present editor. Its mistakes are to a great extent 
due to the anonymous English translator. They exemplify the 
way in which the growth of literary Middle English was influenced 
by French phraseology, and they are traceable to three main 
causes : (1) the original French book, and a fortiori its Englisher, 
is quite inaccurate in its geography ; (2) the Englisher followed a 
faulty manuscript; (3) he was very imperfectly acquainted with 
its language, and very slipshod in his grammar. On the whole, 
his method was that of a schoolboy, who follows his author 
literally, without much attention to sense or idiom. 

For these reasons, the task of distinguishing between original 
mistakes, which an editor has no right to remove, and the copyist’s 
scribal blunders has been found a delicate one, and no attempt has 
been made to produce a cor7*eet or faked text. The punctuation is 
the editor’s. An account of the origin of Mandeville is to be 
found in the Quarterly Eemeio^ April, 1917. 


P. H. 
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[PART FIRST: 

THE HOLY LAND AND THE 
NEAR EAST.] 




^ nioclie as the lond be 3 onde the see fat is to 

JL seye the holy lond pat men callcn the lond of pjv- 
inyssioii?^ or of heheste passynge ail ofere londes it is the 
4 most worthi lond most excellent and lady t soiie?*eyn of aH 
ofere londes -t is blessed -t halewed of the p?’^'cyoiis body 
■t blood of oure lord jhsiju crist; jn the whiche land it 
lykede him to take flesch -t blood of the yirgyne Marie to 
8 envyrone fat holy lond ^Y^th his blessede feet ; And fare 
he wolde of his blessedness enoumbre hi ??2 in the seyd 
blessed t glo7*ioiise virgine Marie -t become man t worche 
many myracles and p7*eche and teche the feyth t the 
12 lawe of crystene me?^ vnto his children. And pQve it 
lykede hi??^ to suffre many repreuynges and scornes for 
vs And he fat was kyng of heiiene of eyr of erthe 
of see t of aH things^ fat ben contayned in he??? wolde 
16 aH only be doped kyng of fat lond whan he seyde : 
Eex sum IuDEORi7?if : fat is to seyne: I am kyng of Jewes. 
And fat lond he chees before aH ofe?' londes as the beste 
-t most worthi lond -t the most v<3?’tuoiise lond of aH the 
20 world. Eor it is the herte and the mydde^f of all the 
world, Wytnessynge the philosophere fat seyth thus : 
Yirtus RBRUJif IN MEDIO COA'SISTIT that is to seye : the 
vertiie of thinges is in the myddes. And in fat lond he 
24 wolde iede *liis lyf -b suffre passioun t doth of jewes for vs 
for to bye -t to delyuere vs from peyiies of helle And 
from deth w^t7?ol^ten ende, the whiche was ordeynd for vs 
for ^the synne of oure formere fade?* Adam -t for oure 
28 owne synnes also. For as for himself he hadde no?^ 
euyH dese7’ued for he thoughte nciiere euyH no did euyH. 

MANDEVILLB. 


Prolcigue. 
[1 fol, 2«J 


Palestine 
is the best of 
countries ; 


there our 
Lord live«l 
and (lied. 


He called 
Himself 
King of the 
Jews. 


It is the 
centre of the 
world ; 


our redemp- 
tion was 
achieved 
there. 
pfol.'2'&] 


B 
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[prologue, value of the pilgrimage.] 


It was thus 
hoitourecl 
above all 
lands 
because it 
lies ni the 
middle of 
the earth. 


And he "pat was kyng of glorie -t of ioye myghte best in 
that place suffre deth because he ches in fat lond rathere 
fan in ony o there fere to suffre his passioiw -t his deth. 
For he fat wil pupplische ony tiling to make it openly 4 
knowen he wil make it to ben cryed t pronounced in the 
myddel place of a town so fat the thing fat is proclamed 
■fc p?’onounced may euenly strecche to aii parties. Eight 
so he fat was formyour of ah: the world wolde sulfre 8 
for vs at ierwsalem fat is the myddes of the world to 
fat ende -t entent fat bis passiouT^ -t his deth fat was 
pupplischt fere myghte ben knowen euenly to aE the 
parties of the world. See now how dere he boughte man 12 
fat he made after his owne ymage -b how dere he a 3 en- 
boght vs for the grete lone fat he hadde to vs -t we nenere 
deserued it to him. For more precyoi^ cateE ne gretter 
raunsoun ne myghte he put for vs fan his blessede body 16 
his precious blood -t his holy lyf fat he thralled for vs i 
aE he offred for vs fat neuere did synne. Dere god, what 
loue hadde he to vs his subiettes whan he fat neuere 
trespaced wolde for trespassours suffre deth ! Eight wel 20 
aughte vs for to loue t worscipe to drede i serue such a 
lord and to Avorschipe -t preyse such an holy lend fat 
brought forth such fruyt forgh the whiclie euery ma^ is 
sailed but it be his owne defaute. Wel may fat lond be 24 
pfoi. 3 a] called ^dely table -t a fructuouse lond fat was bebledd -t 
moysted the precyouse blode of oure lord jheeu crist, 


The dearest 
price was 
offered there 
for redeem- 
ing 

mankind. 


How He 
loved ns 
sinners 1 

Therefore 
we may well 
love and 
praise the 
Holy Land, 
which was 
given to us 
as an 

inheritance. 


the whiche is the same lond fat oure lord hehighte vs in 
heritage. And in fat lond he wolde dye as seised for to 28 
to conquer'^ leve it to V5 his children. Wherfore euery gode cristene 
unbehevors. powere t hath whereof scholde peynew him 

wttA aE his strengthe for to conquere oure right heritage 


t chaceTt out aE the mysbeleeuynge me^^. For wee ben 82 
dept cristene men after crist oure fader And 3 if wee be 
right children of crist we ouglite for to chalenge the 
heritage fat oure fader kfte vs t do it out of hethene 

Exit the mennes hondes. But now pryde couetyso -t envye ban so 86 

lorus are too 

covetous enflawmed the hertes of lordes of the world fat f ei are 
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more besy for to disherite here neyglibores more jjaii for 
to chalenge or to conquere here right heritage before seyd. 
And the conioun peple pat wolde putte here bodyes -t here 
4 cateH for to conqxiere oure heritage j?ei may not don it 
witAoutoTi the lordes. For a semblee of peple Yfithoutm 
a cheiieiiteyn or a chief lord is as a flok of sclieep wit Aon ten 
a schepperde the which depasrteth -t desparpleth t wyte?^ 
^ neuer whider to go. But wolde god pat the temperel 
lordes i aii worldly lordes were at gode acord t witA the 
comonn peple wolden taken this holy viage oner the see 
panne I trowe wel pat within a lityl tynie oure right 
12 heritage before seyd scholde be reconsyled -t put in the 
hondes of the right heires of jhesu crist. And for als 
nioche as it is longe tyine passed pat per was no generaH: 
passage ne vyage ouer the see -t many men desiren for to 
16 here ^speke of the holy lond -t han pereof gret solace -fc 
comforte, I John Maundevylle knyght aH be it I be not 
worthi pat was born in Englond, in the town of seynt 
Albonos t passed the see in the ^eer of oure lord jhesu 
20 crist .Mill ccc t xxij. in the day of seynt MicheH: -t hiderto 
haue ben longe tyme ouer the see t haue seyn t gon 
porgh manye dyuerse londes t many prouynces -t kyng- 
domes -fc jles And haue passed porghout Turkye Ermonye 
24 the lityll t the grete porgh Tartarye Percye Surrye Arabye 
Egypt the high -t the lowe thorgh lybye Caldee -t a gret 
partie of Ethiope porgh Amazoyne Inde the lasse t the 
more a gret partie t thol'gh out many otliere jles pat ben 
28 abouten Inde where dwelieii many dyuerse folk t of dyuerse 
nianeres -t lawes and of dyuerse schappes of men Of 
whiche londes t jles I schati speke more pleynly here after 
And I schali devise 3011 sum partie of thinges pat pere ben 
32 whan tyme schali ben after it may best come to my mynde. 
And specyally for hem pat wiH -t are in purpos for to 
visite the holy citee of Ier2^alem t the holy places pat are 
pereaboute. And I schaH telt the weye pat pei schull 
36 holden thider Eor I haue often tymes passed t ryden pat 
way with gode company e of many lordes, god he thonked. 


and envious, 
and the 
commoners 
want 
leaders 


If all would 
only agree, 
we should 
soon regain 
our 

inheritance. 


As it IS 
some time 
since the last 
Crusade, 1 , 
John Maun- 
devylle, who 
have 

travelled far 
and wide, 
will tell you 
of some of 
the things 
that I have 
seen. 

[ifol. 3t] 


To intending 
pilgrims I 
will tell the 
waj'. 
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[PROLOG^UE. VALUE OE THE PILGRIMAGE.] 


I have trans- 
lated this 
book for tlie 
benefit of 
gentlemen 
unacquaint- 
ed with the 
Latin 
tongue. 


For any 
mistakes in 
it I ask 
forgiveness, 
fi fol. 4 a] ' 


Ch. I. 


Many ways 
lead to 
Jeru.salem. 


One road 
leads 
from the 
West 

through tlie 
states of the 
King of 
Hungary, 
who is lord 
over 

Sclavonia, 
Cumania, 
Bulgaria 
and part of 
Russia. 


And ^ee scliuil vndirstonde Jjat I haue put this boke out 
of latyn iii to freiiscti t translated it a 3 en out of frenscll 
in to Englysscb fat ouery mm of my nac^own may vnder- 
stonde it. But lordes -t knyglites ± othere noble i worthi 4 
men fat conne not latyn but lityH -t haw bew be 3 onde the 
see knowen -t vnderstondeii 3 if I seye trouthe or now. 
And 3 if I ^err in deuisynge for for 3 etynge or eH: fat fei 
mowe redresse it -t amende it. For thinges passed out of 8 
longe tyme frowt a ma?^nes mynde or from his syght 
tiirnew sone in to foi^etynge because fat mynde of man ne 
may not hew comprehended ne with holden for the freeltee 
of mankynde. 12 


TO TECHE ?OU THE WEYE OUT OF ENGLOhTD 
TO COSTAUTYlsrOBLE. 

I hr the name of god glorious i aHmyghty he fat wil 
passe oner the see -t come to londe after the contree 
fat lie conieth fro manye of hem comen to on ende. But 
troweth not fat I wil teS 30 U all the townes i cytees i 16 
castelles fat mew schuH go hy for fan scholde I make 
to longe a tale But ail only summe contrees t most prin- 
cypaH stedes fat men schuH gone f orgh to gon the righte 
way. First jif a man come from the west syde of the 20 
world as Engelond Irelond Wales Skotlond or Norweye 
he may 3 if fat he wole go forgh Almayne t forgh the 
kyngdom of Imngarye fat march eth to the lond of 
Polayne t to the lond of Pannonye -t so to Slesie. And 24 
the kyng of hungaiie is a gret lord and a niyghty i 
holdeth grete lordschippes t meche lond in his bond. 

For he holdeth the kyndom of hungarie Solauonye t of 
Comanye a gret part i of Bulgarie fat men clepen the 28 
lond of Bougiers t of the reme of Eoussye a gret partie 
where of he hath made a Duchee fat lasteth vnto the 
lond of Niflan -t mareheth to Pruysse. And men gon 
forgh the lond of this lord forgh a cytee fat is dept 32 
Cypron t hy the casteH of Neisehurgh -b he the euyli 
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town Jjat sytt toward tlie end of himgarje And Jje[re] 
passe the ryuer of Danuhee. This ryiieie of DanuTbee 
is ^ a f uft gret ryuer i it goth in to Almayne vnder the 
4 hilles of loinbardye and it rece}nieth in to him .xl. ofere 
ryueres And it renneth j?orgh hungarie i Jjorgh Grece t 
J)orgh Tiachio i it entreth in to the see (^) toward the Est 
so rudely t so scharply the water of the see is fressch t 
8 holdeth his s wetness .xx. inyle witAin the see. And after 
gon men to Belgraue -t entre^i into the lond of Courgres i 
fere passe mm a brigge of ston fat is vpon the ryuer of 
Marrok t mm passen forgh the lond of Pyiicemarcz -t 
12 Qomm to Grece to the cytec of Nye and to the cytee of 
fynepape t after to the cytee of Dandrenoble -t after to 
Constantynoble fat was wont to be dept Bezanzon. And 
fere dwelleth comoiinly the emperour of Grece. And 
16 fere is the most fayr chii’che t the most noble of aH the 
world -fc it is of seynt Sophie. And before fat chirche 
is the ymage of Justynyan the emperowr eouered with 
gold. And he sytt vpon an hors ycrowned t and he was 
20 wont to holden a round appeH of gold in his hond but it 
is fallen out f ereof. And me^^ seyn fere fat it is a tokene 
fat the Emperoar hath ylost a gret partie of his londes 
t of his lordschipes, Eor he was w^ont to hm emperour 
24 of Eomanie i of Grece of ali Asye the lesse -t of the 
lond of Surry e of the lond of Judee, in the whiche is 
iertisalem -t of the lond of Egypt of Percye of Arabye. 
But he hath lost aii but Grece t fat lond he holt ali 
28 only. And nle)^ wolden many tymes put the apputt into 
the ymages hond a 3 en but it wil not liolde it. This 
appuH betokeneth the lordschipe fat he hadde ouer aH 
the ^ world fat is round. And the tother hond he lifteth 
32 vp ajenst the Est in tokene to nianace the mysdoeres. 
This ymage stont vpon a pylere of marble at Costantynoble. 
(^) so 0. 


At Male- 
ville, the 
Danube is 
crossed, 
which runs 
througli 
Greece and 
Thrace into 
the sea. 

[1 fol, 4 b] 


At Belgrade, 
the land of 
the Bulgars 
is enteied, 
then comes 
that of the 
Pincenati, 
Nish, Philip- 
popoli, 
Adrmiiople, 
and Mnally 
Constanti- 
nople or 
Byzantium. 


Before St. 
Sophia 
stands an 
equestrian 
statue of 
Justinian, 
from whose 
hand the 
apple has 
dropped, 


ITie Eastern 
Empire is 
now shorn 
of all its 
dominions, 
except 
Greece. 


[2 fol. 6 a] 
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[CH. n. THE CROSS AND CROWN.] 


Ch. ri OF THE CHOSS AND THE CEOUNE OF OUKE 
LOKD mESn- CRIST. 


The True 
Cross, the 
Tunica, the 
sponge and 
reed, and 
one of tho 
nails are 
there. 


The cross in 
Cyprus is 
that of the 
good thief. 


The True 
Cross was 
made of 
four kinds 
of wood : 
cypress for 
the vertical 
piece, palm 
for the 
horizontal, 
cedar for the 
foundation, 
olive for the 
inscription 
over the 
head. 


[fol.Sd] 

Cedar Is in- 
corruptible. 


Cypress is 
aromatic. 


Palm means 
victoiy. 


A t Oostaiityiioble is tlie cros of oiir^^ lord Jht'sii crist and 
liis coto w/t/i^oiite% semes fat is clopt Tunica inoon- 
SUTILLS' t the spouiige t the reed of the whiche the Jewes 
^ane oure lord eyseli -t galle in the cros. And fere is on of 4 
the nayles fat crist was naylled on the cros. And swu 
men troweii fat half the cros fat crist was don on be in 
Cipres in an abbey of monkes fat ine?t callen the hiH of the 
holy cros but it is not so. For fat cros fat is in Cypre is 8 
the cros in the whiche Dysinas the gode theef was hongetl 
onne. But aH: men knowen not fat -t fat is euyli ydon. 

For for p?*ofyte of the ofErynge fei seye fat it is tlie cros 
of ouro lord Jhesu cryst. And 300 schiiH vnderstonde 12 
fat the cros of oure lord was made of .iiij. manere of trees 
as it is conteyned in this vers : In ceuce fit palma 
OBDRUS OYPRESSUS OLTUA. Foi' that pece fat wente 
vpright fro the erthe to the heued was of cypresse -t the 16 
pece fat wente ouerthwart to the whiche his bonder 
were«. nayled to was of palme. And the stok that stode 
w^t/ain the erthe in the whiche was made the morteys 
was of cedre And the table aboue^^ his heued fat was 20 
a fote i an half long on the whiche the tytle was writen 
in Ebreu greu t latyn fat was of Olyue. And the Jewes 
maden the cros of theise .iiij. niancre of trees for fei 
trowed fat oure lord Jhesu crist scholde ban honged on the 24 
cros als longe as the cros myghte laste -t ferfore made fei 
the foot of the cros of Cedre. For Cedre may not in erthe 
ne in water rote -t ferfore fei wolde fat it scholde bane 
lasted longe. For fei trowed fat the body of crist scholde 28 
bane stonket^ fei made fat pece fat went from the erthe 
vpward of Cypres for it is wel smellynge so fat the smeH 
of his body scholde not greue mew fat wente forby. And 
the ouerthwart pece was of palme for in the olde testa- 32 
raent it was ordeyned fat whan on was ouercomew he 
scholde be crowned with palme. And for fei trowed fat 
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thei liadden fclie victorye uf crist ferfore made fei 

the ouert-hwart pece of palmo. And tlie table of the tytle 
jjei madew of olyue For olyue betokeiietli pes, As the 
4 stoiye of ISToe witnessetli whan J?at the ciilner hroughte 
the brauiiche of Olyue fat betokeiid pes made hetwene god 
t man. And so trowed the Jewes for to hane pes whan 
crist was ded For fei seyde fat lie made discord t strif 
8 ainonges hem. And 3 ee schull vndirstonde fat oure lord 
was yiiaylled on the cros lyggynge t ferfore he snffred 
the more peyne. And the cristeneme?^ fat dwellen be- 
yond the see in Grece seyn fat the tree of the cros fat 
12 wee callen cypress was of fat tree fat Adam ete the 
appiiH of -t fat fynde f ei writen. And fei seyn also fat 
here scripture seyth fat Adam was seek and seyde to his 
sone Seth fat ho scholde go to the aungeH fat kepte 
16 paradys fat he wolde seudeii liym oyle of mercy for to 
anoynte his inembres fat he myghte haue hele. 

And Seth wente but tlie aungett wolde not late him ^ come 
in but seyde to him far lie myght not haue of the oyle of 
20 mercy, hut he toke hi«i .iij. greynes of the same tree 
fat his fader eet the appeH olfe -t bad him als sone as his 
fader was ded fat he scholde putte feise .iij. greynes 
vnder his tonge i graue him so -t so he dide. And of 
24 feise .iij. greynes sprong a tree as the aungel seyde fat 
it scholde [growe] t here a fruyt forgh the whidie fruyt 
Adam scholde be saued. And whan Seth cam ajen he 
fonde his fader nere ded and whan he was ded he did 
28 w^ti^ the greynes as the aangelt bad him of the whiche 
sprongew .iij. trees of the whiche the cros was made fat 
bare gode fruyt t blessed, oure lord Ihe^u crist forgh whom 
Adam t all fat comen of him scholde be saued -t delyuered 

32 from drede of deth w^t/^outen ende, but it be here own© 
defaute. This holy cros had the Jewes hydd in the erthe 
vnder a roche of the mownt of Caluarie' i it lay fere .cc. 
3 eer t more into the tyme [of] (^) seynt Elyne fat was 

33 moder to Constantyn the Emperowr of Eome. And sche 

(1) fat, C. 


Olive is a 
symbol of 
peace. 


The Eastern 
Ghristians 
say that the 
Cross was 
miKle of the 
wood of the 
Tree of 
Knowledge. 

When Adam 
felt death 
near, he 
sent Seth to 
Paradise for 
oil of Mercy, 


[1 fol. 6 a] 


hut he was 
only allowed 
three seeds 
of the Tree. 

He was 
buried with 
those seeds 
under his 
tongue ; 


from tlie4. 
sprang the 
three trees 
that went to 
the making 
of the Cross. 


For two 
hundred 
years the 
True Cross 
was hidden. 
St. Helena, 
King Coel’s 
daughter. 
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[CH, II. THE CROSS AND CROWN.] 


Part of the 
Crown of 
Thorns is m 
tiie Saiiite 
Chapelle, in 
Pans. 

[1 fol. G b] 


This Crown 
is made of 
rushes of the 
sea. 


The other 
part is in 
Constanti- 
nople, 


Many thorns 
are broken 
off. 


"When our 
Lord was 
fiist taken, 
lie was 
crowned 
with white 
thorns. 


Therefoi e 
white thorn 
is a pro- 
tection 
against 
thunder and 
ghosts. 


was dougliie?’ of kyng Cool bom in Colchostre fat was 
kyiig of EiJgelond fat was clopt f a^^ne Brytayne the more 
the whiche the Emperour Constance wedded to his wif 
for her bewtce t gat vpon hire Constantyn fat was after 4 
Emperow/* of Eome t kyng of Englond. And ^ee schnll 
vndirstondo fat the cros of oure lord was .viij. cnbytes 
long And the oner thwart piece was of lengthe .iij. 
Giihytes i an half And .o. partie of the crowne of oure 8 
lord wherw^tA he was crowned i on of the nayles i the 
sporelieed -b many oper relikes ben in Frauwce ^in the 
kynges Chapeii And the crowne lyth in a vesscH of 
cristall richely dyght. For a kyng of Fraunce boughte 12 
feise relikes somtyme of the Jewes to whom the Ernpeyoz^r 
had leydo hem to wedde for a grot summe of syluer. And 
3 if aH it he so fat men seyn fat this croune is of thornes, 
jee schuh vnderstonde fat it was of jonkes of the see fat 16 
is to sey russhes of the see fat prykken als scharpely as 
thornes. Eor I bane seen t beholden many tynies fat of 
parys t fat of Costantynoble for f ei were bothe on made 
of russchcs of the see. But men ban depa?‘tod hem in 20 
.ij. parties of the whicho ,o. part is at Parys -t the ofer 
pa^’t is at Costantynoble. And I haue on of tho precyouso 
thornes fat someth lichc a white thorn And fat was 
^oiien to me for gret specyaltee. For fere are many of 24 
hem broken -t fallen in to the vesseP fat the croune lyth 
in. For fei broken for dryeness whan men mcven hem to 
schewen hem to grete lordes fat comen thider. And 300 
schuH vnderstond fat oure lord Ihesu in fat nyght fat 28 
he was taken he was ylad in to a gardyn t fere he was 
first examyned right scbarply t fere the Jewes scorned him 
i madeii him a crowne of tho braunches of Albespyno fat 
is white thorn fat grew in fat same gardyn ± setten it on 32 
his heued so faste t so sore fat the blood ran down be 
many places of his visage -b of his necke t of his schuldrcs. 
And ferfore hath the white thorn many vertuos. For 
he fat hereth A braunche on him fereoffc no tlionder ne 36 
no maner of tempest may dere hi?n ne in the hows fat it 
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is June may no'M eiiyii gosL eutre no oomo viito the place 
fab it is jnno. And ^ in fat same gardyn seynt Peter denyed 
oure lord thryes. Afterward was onre lord lad forth 
4 before the Bisschoppes -t the maystres of the lawe in to 
anofer gardyn of Anne And fere also he was exaniyned 
repreued -t scorned and crouned eft w^’tA a swete thorn fat 
lne^^ clepeth Barbarynes fat grew in fat gardyn t fat 
8 liath also manyo vertiies. And afterward he was lad 
into a gardyn of Cayphas t fore he was crouned witA 
Eglentier And after he was lad into the chain bre of 
Pylate t fere he was examynd t crouned. And the 
12 Jevves setteii him in a chaycre t cladde him in a niaiitell 
i fere made f ei the crouno of jonkes of the see And fere 
fei kneled to him t skornedc him seyenge : Aue Ebx 
JuDEORt/JH, fat is to seye : heyl kyng of Jewes. And of 
16 this croune half is at Parys and the other half at Costan- 
tynoble. And this crouno had crist on his lieued whan he 
was don vpon the cros t ferforc ouglite niei?i to worschipe 
it t holde it more worthi fan oiiy of the othere. And the 
20 spere schaft hath the Emjierowr of Ahnayne but the 
heued is at Parys, And nathcles the Ernpero^ir of 
Costantynoblo seyth fat he hath the spere hoed i I hauo 
often tyme seen it but it is grottore fan fab at Parys. 

OE THE CYTEE OF C0STANTY:N0BLE i OE 
THE FEITII OF GUKKA^. 

24 A T Costautynoble lyeth soyiitc Anne oure ladyes moder 
JLX^ whom soynte Elyne loot hxyngo fro lorwealem. And 
fere lyeth also the body of JoBu Crisostom fat was Erche- 
bisschopp of Costantynoblo. And fere lyth also seynt 
28 luk^^ the Euuangelist for his bones were^ brought from 
Bethanye where ^ he was beryed i many ofere relikes ben 
fere. And fore is the vessoif of ston as it were of marbel 
fat men clopen Enydros fat oueremoro droppeth water i 
32 lilleth bimself ouorich ^oer til fat it go ouer aboue with- 
outen fat that men take fro witAjune. Uostantynoble is 


[1 fol. 7 a] 

In Annali’s 
garden He 
was crowned 
with sweet 
thorn. 


He was 
twice 
crowned 
afterwards. 


Tills IS the 
Clown now 
divided 
between 
l^aris and 
Constanti- 
nople, and 
worn on the 
Cross. 

Tliere is one 
siiearhead 
in Paris and 
anotlier in 
Constanti- 
nople. 


Ch. HI. 


Ti>o .shrines 
of St. Anne, 
St. John 
Chrysostom, 
and St. Lnlce 
are in Con- 
stantinople. 


[a fol. 7&] 

There is also 
a marble 
vessel for 
ever drop- 
ping water 
and filling 
itself. 
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Constanti- 
nople is 
triangular 
and lies 
on the 
Hellespont. 


The ruins of 
Troy are on 
the sea-side. 


The Isles of 
Greece. 


In Lemnos 
18 Mount 
Athos. 


At Stagira 
Aristotle 
was boi n, 
and there 
annual cele- 
brations 
take place 
near his 
tomb. 


[ifol. 8 a] 

Mount 
Olympus 
stands 
between 
Macedonia 
and Thrace. 
The shadow 
of Mount 
Athos 
reaches 
Lemnos ; 
the air on 
its summit 
is clear 
and dry. 


Philoso- 
phers have 
lonnd that 
the dust on 
the summit 
was undis- 
turbed after 
a year, * 
showing 


a fuE fair cyfcee t a gode -t a wel walled t it is .iij. cornered. 
And pere is an arm of the see hellespont and sum mew 
callen it the mouth of Costanty noble And sum mew 
callent it the hrace of seynt George, And pat arm closeth 4 
the .ij. partes of the cytee. And vpward to the see vpon 
pat water was wont to be the grete cytee of Troye in a 
full fayr playn hut pat cytee* was destroyed by hem of 
Grece i lytyll appereth fereof because it is so loiige sith 8 
it was destroyed. Aboutew Grece fere hen many lies 
As Calistre Calcas Critige Teshria Mynea Elaxon Melo 
Carpate t Lempne. And in this jle is the Mount Athos 
fat passeth the cloudes. And fere ben man ye dytierse 12 
langages t many contreys fat hen ohedyeiit to the 
Emperour, fat is to seyne Turcople Pyncynard Cornange 
■t manye othere as Tragye -t Maeedoigne of the whiche 
Alisandre was kyng. Iw pat contree was Aristotle horn 16 
in a cytee fat mew clepen Stragers a lytil fro the cytee of 
Trachye. And at Stragers lyth Aristotle t fere is an 
awtier vpon his toumhe And fere makeii mew grete festes 
of hywi eiiery ^eer as fough he were a seynt. And at his 20 
awtier fei holden here grete conseilles -t here assemblcez 
And thei hopen fat f orgh inspirac^ouw of god t of him 
fei schuE haue the better conseiE. In this contree hew 
right hyghe ^ hilles toward the ende of Macedonye 24 
And fere is a gret hiE fat mew clepen Olympus fat 
departeth Macedonye t Trachie And it is so high fat it 
passeth the oloiides. And fere is anofer hill fat is dept 
Athos fat is so high fat the schadewe of hym recheth to 28 
Lempne fat is an lie an4 it is .IxxvJ. myle hetwene. And 
abouew at the cop of fat hiE is the eyr so deer fat men 
may fynde no wynd fere And ferfore may no best lyiie 
fere so is the cyr drye. // And mew seye in this contrees 32 
fat Philosophies some tyme wentew vpon theise hilles -fc 
helden to here nose a spounge moysted y^ith water for to 
bane eyr for the eyr aboue was so drye. And abouew in the 
•dust t in the powder of fo hilles fei wroot letos i figures 36 
viith hire fyngres i at the jeres ende fei comew ajen t foundew 
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the same httmQs t ficjures the whiclie bei hadde Avritcn the that no 

* ^ clouds 

3 eer before wttAouten ony defauto. And ferfore it senietli reached so 
wel \ai theise hilles passen the clowdes t ioyncn to the 
4 pure eyr. At Cosfcantyiioblo is the palays of the Emperow 
right fair t wel dyght And f>ere in is a fair place for 
justynges or for ofer pleyes t desportes. And it is made 
viith stages t hath degrees aboute fat euery ma^^ may wel 
8 se t non groue ofey. And vnder feiso stages ben stables 
wel yvowted for the emperours hors -t aid the pfleres hm 
of marbeH. And witAiii the chirche of seynt Sophie J” 

r Sophia was 

An Emperot^r somtyme woldc haue biryed the body of 
12 his fader whan he was ded -t as fci maden the graue fei 

founden a body in the crthe -fc vpoii the body lay a fyn ciinsUwo 
plate of gold And fere on was writen m Ebru / greu / 1 years 
latyn lettres fat seydeii ])us : InEsua cam'us nasob ^ tur Nativay. 
16 DE viRGiNE Maria -t ego credo in Eujif. J?at is to P fob 8 6] 
seyne : Jhesu crist schali bo born of the virgyne Marie 
t I trowe in hym. And the date whan it was leyd in the 
erthe was .ij.Mit ^cer before oure lord was born And ^[it] 

20 is the plate of gold in the thresorye of the chirche. And 

men seyn fat it was lieruiogeiio the wise man. And 3 if The Greek 
aH it so he fat nle9^ of Grece he^^ cristene 5it f ei varie^i fa-ith and 

^ * imlepenu- 

from oure foith Eor fei seyn fat the holy gost may not 
24 come of the sone hut aii only of the fadir. And fei are 
not obedyont to the chirche of Rome ne to the pope And 
fei seyn fat here Patriark hath as meche power ou^r the 
see as the Pope hath on this syde the see. And f erf ore pnpo 
28 Pope John the ,xxij. sende lettnes to lic^a how cristene fcith bade the 
scholdo Ixm aH: on t fat foi scholde hen ohedyeut to the submit 

^ ^ ^ to Inui. 

Pope fat is goddes (^) [vicarie] on erthe to whom god 3 af his 
pleyn powerefor to byndo t to assoille t ferfore fpi scholde 
32 ben ohodyent to hiw. And fei senten a 3 en dyuerse answeres 
t amonges othero fei^seyden fus : Potenoiam tuam 

MAM CIRCA TUOS SUBIEOTOS PIRMITER 0REDIM17S SUPEEBIAM 
TUAM SUMMAM TOLER ARE NON POSSUM 175 AuARICIAM TUAM 
36 SUMMAM SACIARE NON JNTENDIMUS. DoM/Nl7S TECUM QUIA 

vacrie. 0. 
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How the 
Greeks pre- 
pare the 
bread for 
the 

Eucharist. 
[1 fol. 9 a] 


What 
unctions 
they use. 

They deny 
Iiurgatory, 


condone 
carnal sin, 

forbid 

second 

marriages. 


Simony 
prevails in 
the East 
as in the 
West. 


Their rules 
for Lent 
and for the 
weekly 
fasts. 

They forbid 
the Latins 
to use their 
altars. 


They deny 
that Jesus 
use I food 
for his body. 
They con- 
demn the 
I»ractice of 
shaving, 
and that of 
eating the 
flesh of 
animals 
forbidden 
in the Old 
Testament. 

£2 fol. 9&] 


BOMiNUS NOBISCUM EST. })at is to seye : Wee irowe wel 
fat tlii power is gret vpon thi subgette^. Wee may not 
siiffre thin high pryde Wee he5t not in purpos to fulfille 
thi gret couetyse. lord he with fe for oure lord is with vs. 4 
fare weH. And oyer answers myghte he not haue of hem. 
And also fei make here sacrement of the awteer of therf 
hred for cure lord made it of such hred wha?t he made his 
mawndee. And on the scherethorsday make ^ f ei here therf 8 
hred in fokene of the mawndee t dryen it at the soiine 
t kepe^i it ail the jeer -t jeue^t it to seko men in stede of 
goddes body. And fei make hut on viixiou^t whait fei 
cristene children And fei anoynto not the seke men. 12 
And thei seye fat fere nys no purgatorie t fat soulos 
schuH not liaue noufer ioye ne peyne tiH the day of 
doom. And fei seye fat Eornicac^oun is no synne dedly 
hut a thing fat is kyndely And fat men t wommen scliolde 16 
not wedde hut ones And whoso weddeth oftere fan ones 
here children hen hastardes t geton in synno And here 
prestes also ben wedded. And fei sey also fat vsure is 
no dedly synne. And fei sellen benefices of holy chirche 20 
i so don men in ofere places, god amende it whan his 
wille is, And fat is gret sclaundre. For now is Simonyo 
kyng crouned in holy chirche, god amende it for his 
mercy. And fei seyn fat in lentone men schali not faste 24 
ne synge masse hut on the saterday t on the sonday. 
And fei faste not on the saterday no tyme of the jeer hut 
it he cristemass euen or Ester euen. And f oi suffre not 
the latynes to syngen at here aw teres i jif thei don he ony 28 
aventure anon fei wasschen the awteer with holy water. 
And fei seyn fat fere scholde be hut .o. masse seyd at on 
awtier vpon .o. day. And fei seye also fat oure lord ne 
eet neuere mete hut he made tokene of etyng. And also 32 
fei seye fat wee synne dedly in schauynge oure herder. 

For the herd is tokene of a man i jifte of oure lord. 

And fei seye fat wee synne dedly in etynge of hestes 
fat weren forhodeii in the olde testement i of the 36 
olde la we as swyn hares i ofere hestes ^ fat chewen not 



[CH. III. CONSTANTINOPLE AND THE GE.EEK FAITH.] 13 
here code. And ])oi soyu bat wee synii(3n vf\m,n wee eteii other 

' variations 

nessen on the dayes before Asschwednesday -t of fat 
fat wee eten flessch the Wednesday i egges i chese vpon 
4 the fry dayes And fei acursen aft fo fat abstynen hem 
to ete??, flesch the saterday. Also the Emperowr of Cos- The Greek 
tantynoblo maketli tlio Patriark the Erchebysschoppes -t ttleu^nd 
the Eisshojipes -t ^eueth the dignytees -t the benefices Church. 

8 of chirclies i depryueth hem fat hen worthy wlian he 
fyndetli ony cause And so is he lord bothe temporeft i 
spm^ueft in his contree. And jif 3ee wil wite of here The Greek 
.A.E.C. what leiires fei ben here ^ee may seen hem 
12 w^tA the names fat fei clepen hem fere amonges hem : 

[Only photographs can do justice to the various alphabets 
contained in Mandeville.] 


OF SEYOT JOTfN THE EUUAYGELIST i OF ch. iv. 
YPOCEAS DOUGHTER Ti?. 4 NSFOEMED FROJf 
A WOifMAH TO A D^AGOUiF. 


A HI) aft bo it fat f eise tliinges tonchen not to .o. way 
nenertheles fei touclien to fat fat I haue hight 30U 
to schewe 3011 a pay tie of enstumes i inaneres -t dynersitees 
16 of con trees. And for this is the hrsto contree fat is dis- 
cordant in feyth i in beleeue t varieth from cure feyth 
on this half the see, ferefore I hane sett it here, fat 366 


These 
variations 
of Church 
rules, 
though no 
part of an 
Itinerary, 
are yet 
curious to 
notice. 


may knowo the dyuersitee fat is betwenc oure feyth i 


20 theires. For many me7^ han gret likyng to here speke 


of strannge thinges of dynerse contreyes. ^ How retwne I P foi. 10 a] 

a3en for to teche 30U the way from Gonstantynoble to 

lermalem. He fat wol forgfe Tnrkye he goth toward 

24 the cytee of Hike t passeth forgli the 3ate of Chieuetont 

i aft weys me^ seen before hem the hitt of Chieuetont 

fat is right high t it is a mylo t an half from Hike. 

And whoso wil go bo watre be the brace of seynt George The sea 

voyage. 

28 i by the see where seynt Nicholas lyeth -t toward many 
of or places First men goth to an jle fat is dept Sylo. 

In fat He growetli Mastyk on smale trees -t out of hem 
cometh gommo as it were of plombtroes or of cherietrees. 
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Pathmos. 


St. John 
lived a 
hundred 
years. 


He died and 
was buried 
in Ephesns. 


His grave 
contains 
inannah, for 
his body is 
in Paradise. 

The Turks 
hold Asia 
Minor. 


St. John lay 
down in Ids 
grave alive. 
Some be- 
lieve he is 
not dead. 


The soil of 
his grave 
moves as if 
a live thing 
stirred 
below. 

Patera, the 
birth! dace of 
St. N’Jcholas. 

[ifol. 10 &] 


Crete has 
been 

granted to 
the Genoese. 


Hippo- 
crates* 
daughter 
has been 
transformed 
into a 
dragon by 
Diana. . 


[CH. IV. THE LADY OP LANGO.] 

And after gon men Jiorgli the lie of Pathmos -t fere wrot 
seynt John the Euuangelist the apocalips. And ^ee 
scliull vnderstonde fat seynt Jolin was of age .xxxij. 3 eer 
whan oiire lord sufPred his passioun And after his passioiin 4 
he lyiiede .Ixvij. ^eer And in the .c. ^eer of his age lie 
dyede. Prom Pathmos me% gon vnto Ephesim a faire 
citee t nygh to the see And fere dyede seynto John t 
was buryed behynde the high awtiere in a toumbe. And 8 
fere is a fair chirche Eor cristene men weren wont to 
holden fat place alweys. And in the tombe of seynt John 
is nought but Manna fat is dept Aungeles mete for his 
body was translated in to paradys. And Turkes holden 12 
now all fat place t the citee -t the chirche And aH Asie 
the lesse is ycleped Turkye. And ^ee schuE vnderstonde 
fab seynt John leet make his graue fere in his lyf t leyd 
hiwself ferejnne aE quyk And ferfore sownie men seyn 16 
fat he dyed nought, but fat he resteth fere til the day 
of doom. And forsothe fere is 'a gret merueyle for men 
may see fere the erthe of the tombe ^ apertly many tymes 
steren i meuen as fere weren quykke thinges vnder. And 20 
from Ephesim men gon f orgh many lies in the see vnto 
the cytee of Paterane where seynt Nicholas was born -t 
so to martha where he was chosen to ben Bisschopp -t 
f,ere growetL right g[o]de wyn t strong And fat men 24 
callen wyn of martha. And from thens gon men to the 
He of Crete fat the Emperonr ^af somtyme to Jane\veys 
And fanne passen men forgh the lies of Colcos i of 
lango of the whiche lies ypocras was lord offe. And 28 
somme men seyn fat in the He of lango is ^it the doughter 
of ypocras in forme t lykness of a gret dragoun fat is an 
hundred fadme of lengthe as men seyn, for I haue not seen 
hire. And fei of the Hes callen hire lady of the lend 32 
And sche lyeth in an olde castell in a cave -t scheweth 
twyes or thryes in the ^eer and sche doth non harm to 
no man but jif men don hire harm. And sche was thus 
chaunged t transformed from a fair damysele in to lylc- 36 
ness of a dragoun be a Goddess fat was dept Deane. And 
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[CH. IV. THE LADY OF LANGO.] 

meTi seyn fat sclie schal so endure in fat forme of a 
dragoun vnto tyme fat a knygHt come fat is so hardy fat 
dar come to hire -t kisse hire on fe mouth and fan schall 
4 sche Wne a 3 en to hire owne kynde t hen a womman a^en 
hut after fat sche scliali not lyuen longe. And it is not 
longe sitheii fat a knyght of the [hospital of] Rodes fat 
was hardy -t doughty in armes seyde fat he wolde kyssen 
8 hire. And whan he was vpon his coursere i wente to 
the casteH t entred in to the cave the dragou^i lifte vp 
hire lied a^enst him And whan the knyght saugh hire in 
fat forme so hidous i so horrible he fleygh awey -fc the 
12 dragou ?2 hare the knyght vpon a roche mawgree his hede 
And from fat roche sche caste him in to the see t so was 
lost hothe hors -fc man. And also a ^onge man fat wiste 
not of the dragoun wente out of a schipp -t wente f orgh 
16 the He til fat he come to the castell -fc cam in to the 
cave and wente so longe til fat he fond a chamhre -t fere 
he saugh a damysele fat kenihed hire hede -t lokede in 
a myrour. And sche hadde meche tresoure ahouten hire 
20 -t he trowede fat sche hadde hen a comoun womman fat 
dwelled fere to resceyue men to folye. And he abode tiH: 
the damysele saugh [t]he schadcwe of him in the myronr. 
And sche turned hire toward him -t asked hym what he 
24 wolde And lie seyde he wolde ben hire lemman or para- 
mour and sche asked him ^if fat he were a knyght -t he 
seyde nay. And fan sche seyde fat he myghte not hen 
hire lemman But sche had him gon ajen vnto his felowes 
28 t [Itit] make him knyght t come ajen vpon the morwe 
t sche scholde come out. of the cave before him t fanne 
come and kysse hire on the niowth. -t haue no drede, for 
I schatt do f e no maner harm all he it fat fou see me 
32 in lykeness of a dragoun For fough fou se me hidouse 
i horrible to loken onne I do fe to wytene fat it is 
made he enchawntement. For wit^outen doute I am non 
of er fan fou seest now, a womman, ^ And f erfore drede 
36 fe nought. And jif fou kisse me fou schalt haue ali 
this tresoure t he my lord t lord 'also of all fat He. And 


Slie can 
only be 
reconverted 
into a 
woman if a 
knigbt dares 
kiss lier. 


A bold 
knight of 
Khodes 
would try 
the adven- 
ture, 

[fol 11a] 


but he fled 
in terror 
and she cast 
him into 
the sea. 


Another 
young man 
came upon 
the damsel 
in her fair 
natural 
shape, and 
asked for 
'her love. 


She replied 
that he 
must be 
knighted 
first and he 
might then 
gam herself, 
her treasure 
and her 
island. 


But he must 
not be afraid 
of her 
dragon’ s 
shape. 


P fol. 11 b] 
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"When lie 
had been 
knighted, he 
came back, 
but tied in 
terror at her 
sight. 


She cried 
with sorrow, 
and he soon 
died. Since 
then, no 
knight can 
see her and 
live. 

She may yet 
bo freed by 
a kiss. 


Rhodes 
belongs to 
the Hospi- 
talers. 

The Colos- 
sians of 
Paul’s 
epistle were 
the people 
of Rhodes. 


Ch. V. 


The wines 
of Cyprus. 


In Satalia 
was a lover 
who dese- 
crated the 
grave of a 
dead lady. 

[1 fol. 12 a] 


[CH. IV. THE LADY OF LANGO.] 

lie departed fro liir^ -b wontc to Ins feloivos to scliippe -t 
leet make him knyght -t cam ajen vpon the morwe for 
to kysse this damysele. And whan Jie saiigh hire comen 
out of the cave in forme of a dragou7^ so hidouso -t so 4 
horrible he hadde so gret drede pat he fleygh a 3 en to the 
schipp t sche folewed him. And whan sche sawgh pat he 
turned not ajen sche began to cryo as a thing pat hadde 
medio sorwe And ptmm schc turned ajen in to hire cave 8 
And ano?^ the knyght dyede i sithen hiderwardes niyghte 
no knyght se hire but pat he dyede anon. But whan a 
knyght cometli pat is so hardy to kisse hire ho schall not 
dye, but he schall turne the damysele in to hire right 12 
forme t kyndely schapp i he schal he lord of all the 
contreyos t lies ahoueseyd. And from fens me^^ come^^ 
to the He of Eodes the whiche He hospitaleres holden i 
goumle^^ And fat token fei sumtyme from the Eraperot^r 16 
And it was wont to bo dept Collos t so calle it the Turkey 
jit' And seyiit Foul in his epistles writeth to hem of fat 
He Ad Collocenses. This He is nygh .viij*^. myle long 
from Constantynoble. 20 


[OF DIVEESITIES IlST CyPElJS; OF THE EOAD 
EEOM CYPEHS TO JEEUSALEM, AND OF THE 
MAEYELS OF THE FOSS FULL OF SAND.] 

A nd from this He of Eodes me5^ gon to Cipre where 
beth many [wynes] Q) fat first ben rode i after .o. 
jere fei becomen white Auad f eise wynes fat hen most white 
hen (^) most clere -t best of smell. And men passen be fat 24 
way be a place fat was wont to ben a gret cytoe t a grot 
lond -fc the. cytee was dept Cathaillye, the whiche cytee 
^ i lond was lost f orgh folyo of a jongo man. For he had 
a fayr damysele fat he loued wel to his paramonr -t sche 28 
dyed sodeynly -t was don in a toinhe of marble t for the 
grete lust fat he had to hire he wente in the nyght vnto 
hire tombe -t opened it t went in -b lay he hire i wente 
{^) vynes, 0. (2) repeated in 0. 
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his wey. And whan it cam to the ende of Ax. monethes 
Ipere com a voys to him -t seycle : Go to the toinbe of fat 
womman -t open it t behold what pou hast begoten on 
4 hire -t jif fou lette to go ])OU schalt bane a gret harm. 
And he 3 ede t opened the tombe -t fere fieygh out an 
Eddere right hidous to see, the whiche als swythe heigh 
aboute the cytee t the contree -i sone after the cytee sank 
8 down i fere ben manye perilouse passages with outen 
fayle. From Eodes to Cypreben .v. myle t more, But 
men may gon to Cypre t come not at Eodes. Cypre is 
right a gode lie and a fair t a gret and it hath .iiij. 
12 princypaH cy tees w^tAin him And fere is an Erchebysahopp 
at Nichosie i .iiij. othere bysschoppes in fat lond. And 
at Famagost is on of the princypall hauenes of the see, 
fat is in the world And fere arryuen cristene men t 
16 sarazynes i men of aH nacyons. In Cipre is the hill of 
the holy cros t fere is an abbeye of monkes blake And 
fere is the cros of Dismas the gode theef as I haue seyd 
before, And siimme men trowen fat fere is half the cross 
20 of oiire lord but it is not so and fei don euyH fat make 
men to beleeiie so. In Cipre lyth seynt zenomyne of 
whom men of fat contree raakeii gret solempnytoe. And 
in the castcH of amoiire lyth the body of seynt Hyllarie 
24 t men kepon it right ^ worschipf ally. And besy de Famagost 
was seynt Barnaboo the Apostle born. In Cipre men 
hunten wiih Papyouns fat ben lyche lyberdes -t fei 
taken wylde bestes right well and fei ben somdeH more 
28 fan lyouns i fei taken more scharpelych the bestes -t 
more delyuerly fan don houndes. In Cipre is the manere 
of lordes i all ofere men aB to eten on the exthe, for fei 
make dyches in the erthe all aboute in the halle depe to 
32 the knee -t fei do pane hem And whan fei wil ete fei 
gon fere in -t sytten fere. And the skyH is for fei may 
be the move fresscS for fat lond is meche more hottere 
fan it is here. And at grete festes -t for straungeres fei 
36 setten formes t tables as men don in this contree, but fei 
had leuer sytten in the erthe. From Cypre men gon to 
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« 

the lend of Jemsalem be the see and in a day i in a 
nyght he fat hath gode wynd may come to the hauene 
of Thire fat now is dept Surrye. There was somtyine a 
gret cytee -t a gode of crystenemeT^ hut sarazins haw 4 
destroyed it a gret partye And fei kepe fat haue right 
weH for drede of cristene men. Men myghte go more 
right to fat hauene i come not in Cypre But fei gon 
gladly to Cipre to reste hem on the lend or eH to hyggew 8 
thinges pat pei haue nede to here lyuynge. On the see 
syde mew may fynde many rubyes. And fere is the welle 
of the whiche holy writt speketh offe -t seyth : Eons 
ORTORW t PUTEUS AQUARCfM YiUENCiuJif, fat is to seye : 12 
the Welle of gardyns -t the dych of lyuynge watres. In 
this cytee of Thire seyde the womman to oure lord; 
EeATUS YEmER QUI TE PORTATJIT -t YBERA QUE SUCOISTI, 

fat is to seye : Blessed he the body fat fo baar t the 16 
pappes fat fou sowkedest. And fere oure lord forjaf ^ the 
womman of Chananee hire synnes And before Tyre was 
wont to he the ston on the whiche oure lord sat t 
prcchede t on fat ston was founded the chirche of seynt 20 
sauyowr. And .viij, myle from Tyre toward the Est vpon 
the see is the cytee of Sarphen in sarept of sydonyens 
And fere was wont for to dwelle helye the prophete t 
fere reysed he Jonas the wydwes sone from deth to lyf. 24 
And .V. myle fro sarphen is the cytee of Sydon of the 
whiche citee Dydo was lady fat was Eneas wif after the 
destruction of Troye t fab founded the cytee of Cartage 
in Affrik t now is doped Sydon Sayete. And in the 28 
cytee of Tyre regned Agenore the, fader of Dydo. And 
•xvj. myles from Sydon is Beruth And fro Beruth to 
Sardenare is .iij. iourneyes And frow^ Sardenar is .v. myle 
to Damask, And whoso wil go longe[r] tyme on the see 32 
■fc come nerre to J ero^alem he schal go fro Cipre be see to 
the port Jail For fat is the nexte hauene to Jerw^alem. 

And the town is called JafE for on of the sones of Hoe 
fat highte Japhet founded it i now it is dept Joppe. 36 
And 3 ee schiiH vnderstonde fat it is on of the oldest 
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townes of the world For it was founded before Noeis 
fiode And 9it ]>ere schewetb in the roclie fer as the Irene 
cheynes were festned fat Andromade a gret Geannt was 
^ boiinden with -fc put in pnsouT^ before FToees flode of the 
whiche geant is a ryb of his syde fat is ,xl. fote longe. 
And whoso wil arryne at the firste port of Thire or of 
Surre fat I haue spoken of before may go be londe 3if he 
^ wil to Jemsalem. And me^^ goth fro Surre vnto the 
citee of DacouT^^ in a day And it was dept somtyme, 
Tholomayda And it was somtyme a cytee of cristenemen 
fuH fair but it is now destroyed -t it stout vpon the see. 

12 i i XX 

And fro venyse to Akoim be see is .mm t iiij. myles of 
lonibardye And fro Calabre or fro Cecyle to Akouw be see 
is a .niccc. myles of lombardye And the He of Crete is 
right in the niyd weye. And besyde the cytee of Akoun 
to ward the see vj. furlonges on the right syde toward the 
south is the hill of Carmelyn where helyas the prophete 
dwelled -t fere was first the ovdve of frere carmes founded. 
This liiH is not right gret ne fuH high And at the fote of 
this hiH was somtyme a gode cytee of cristeneme 92 fat 
me?^ cleped Cayphas for Cayphas first founded it but it 
is now aH wasted. And on the lift syde of the hill 
Carmelyn is a town fat me^^ clepen Saffre t fat is sett 
on anofer hiH fere seynt James i seynt John were born 
And in the worschipe of hem fere is a fair chirche. And 
fro Tholomayda fat mm clepe9^ now akouw vnto a gret 
hiH fat is dept [Scala Tyriorum is a .c. furlonges. And 
fere besyde renneth a lytil ryuer fat is dept] Belon. And 
fere nygh is tbe Foss of Mennon fat is aH round t it is 
an hundred cubytes of largeness t it is aH: fuH of graueli 
schynynge brigbte of the whiche me?2r maken faire verres 
1 clere. And mm comen fro fer by watre in schippes 
t be londe vrith cartes for to fetten of fat graueH And 
fough fere be neuere so meebe taken awey fere of on 
the day at morwe it is as full a3en as euere it was ^ And 
fat' is a gret meruaille- And fere is eueremore gret wynd 
in fat Foss fat steretb eueremore the graueH -t maketh it 
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trouble And jif ony do fere jnne ouy maner metaH 
it turneth ano?t to glass. And the glass fat is made of 
fat graueH: 3if it be don a^en in to the grauebt it turneth 
anon in to graoeU as it was first And f erf ore somme men 4. 
seyn fat it is a swelogh of the grauely see. Also from 
Akou??. aboue seyd gon men forth .iiij. iournees to the citee 
of Palostyne fat was of the Philistyenes fat now is dept 
'Gaza fat is a gay cytee t a riche i it is right fayr t full 3 
.of folk -t it is a lytill fro the see. And from this cytee 
brought Sampson the stronge the 3ates vpon an high lond 
whan he was taken in fat cytee And fere he slowgh in a 
paleys the kyng -i hymself -t gret nombre of the beste of 42 
the Philistienes the which e had put out his eyen t 
schnuen his bed t enprisound him he t^esou9^ of Dalida 
^his paramowr, And ferefore he made falle vpon hem a 
gret halle whan foi were at mete. And from fens gon 43 
me^^ to the cytee of Cesaire -t so to the casteH: of 
Pylgrymes t so to Ascoloiige -t fan to Jaff i so to 
Jerusalem. And whoso will go be londe forgh the lond 
of Pahyloyne where the sowdan dwelleth comonly he 20 
moste gete grace of him -t leue to go more sikerly forgh 
fo loudes t contrees And for to go to the mount of synay 
before fat gon to Jerwealem ± fame turne a3en to 
Jert^ealein he scha go fro Gaza to the casteH of Daire. 24. 
And after fat rae,n come^^ out of Surrye t entre7^ in to 
wylderness -t fere the weye is fuH^ sondy. And fat 
wylderness -i desert lasteth .viij. iourneyes hut aH weys 
men fyhden gode Junes t aH fat hem nedeth of vytaylle, 23 
And men clepen fat wylderness Achellek. And whan a 
man cometh out of fat desert lie entreth in to Egypt fat 
me clepen Egipt Canopat And after ofer langage mew 
clepen it Morsyn. And fere first men fynden a gode ^2 
toun fat is dept Beleth t it is at the eiide of the 
kyngdom of Halappee i from fens men gon to Bahyloyne 
t to Cayre 
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OF MANYE NAMES OF SOUDANS, t OF THE oii.vi. 
TOUiJ OF BABILOYNJ7. 


A 


Barbara. 


The Three 

Holy 

Children. 


T Baby loy lie fere is a faire chirclie of cure lady Cairo, 
where she dwelled .vij. 3 eer whan sche fleygh out the virgin, 
of the lond of Judee for drede of kyiig heroud. Aud fere 
4 ly th the body of seynt Barbie the virgine i martyr And fere shrine of st. 
duelled Joseph whan he was sold of his bretheren. And 
fere made hTabugodonozor the kyng putte ,iij. childre^^ in 
to the forneys of fuyr for f ei weren in the right trouthe 
8 of beleeue The whiche children men cleped Ananya 
Azaria Mizaett as the psalm of Benedicite seith But 
ll^'abugodonozor cleped hem oferwise Sydrak Misak t 
Abdenago fat is to seye god glorious, god victoriows t 
12 god ouer all thiiiges i remes and fat was for the inyraclo 
fat he saugh goddes sone go ^iih the children forgh 
the fuyre, as ho seyde. Jpere duelleth the Soudan in 
his Calahelyk for fere is comonnly his see in a fayr 
16 casteH strong i gret i wel sett vpon a roche. In fat Tiiesoudan’s 

CH8i)l6 

casteH duette aH wey to kepe it t for to serue the sowdan 

ml 

mo fan .vj. persones fat ^ taken aH here necessaries of its guard. 

the sowdanes court. I oughte right wel to knoweii it for ^^"^1 

20 I duelled him as soudyour in his werres a gret 

while, a^en the Bedoynes And he woldo haue maryod me i refused to’ 

full highly to a gret Princes doughter ^if 1 woldo han Princess. 

forsaken my lawe t my heleue. But I thank c god I had 

24 no wiH to don it for nothing fat ho bohiglite me. Aud 

266 schuH vnderstonde fat the soudan is lord of .v. TUesoudau's 

live 

kyngdomes fat ho hath conquered i aproprcd to him ho kingdoms : 
strengthe And f eiso ben the names : The kyngdom of 
28 Canapak fat is Egipt -t the kyngdom of Jera^aleyi where Egypt, Jem. 

* salem, Syria, 

fat Dauid t Salomon were kynges And the kyngdom of 
Surry e of the whiche the cyteo of Damasc was chief 
And the kyngdom of Alappoo in the lond of Math t the 
32 kyngdom of Arahyo fat was to on of the jij. kyiiges fat 
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made offryng to oure lord wlian he was horn. And 
many ofere londes he holdelh in his hoiid. And fere 
witA an he holdeth Calyffes, fat is a fuii: grot thing in 
here langage And it is als meche to seye as kyng. 4 
And fere were wont to hen .v. soudans hut now fere is 
nomo hut he of Egypt. And the firste soiidaii was Zarocon 
fat was of Mede t was fader to Sahaladyn fat toke the 
Califee of Egipt t slough him -t was made soudan ho 8 
strengthe. After fat was soudan Sahaladyn in whoos 
tyme the kyng of Englond Eichard the firste [was fere] 
■with manye ofere fat kejiten the passage fat Sahaladyn 
lie myghte not passen. After Sahaladyn recined his sone 1 2 
Boradyn And after him his nevowe. After fat the 
Comaynz ^ fat weren in seriiage in Egipt felten heinse[l]f fat 
f ei weron of gret power J?ei chesen hem a Soudan amonges 
hem the wliiche made him to ben doped Melechsalan. 16 
And in his tyme entred into the contree of the kynges of 
Eraiice seynt Lowy^s t faught w^tA him t [he] toke him 
t enprisound him. And this was slayn of his owne 
seruantes And after fei chosen an other to he soudan 20 
fat fei doped Tympieman And he let delyueren seynt 
lowys out of prisoun for certeyn raunsoun. And after on 
of theise Comaynz regned. fat highte Cachas t slough 
Turqueman for to he soudan t made him hen deped 24 
Melechemes. And after anofer fat hadde to name 
Bendochdare fat slough Melechemes for to he Soudam t 
deped him self Melechdare. In his tyme entred the gode 
kyng Edward of Englond in Syrye t dido gret harm to 28 
the Sarrazines. And after was this soudan enpoysound 
at Damasce And his sone thoughts to regnen after him 
be heritage t made him to hen dept Meleschsach. But 
another fat had to. name Elphy chaced him out of the 32 
contree i made him soudan. This man toke the cytee of 
Tripollee -t destroyede manye of the cristene ‘men the 
3eer of grace .Milt cc iiij score i ix. And after was he 
enprisound of another fat wolde he Soudan hut he was 36 
h U, set 0. 
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a.non slayn. After pat was the sone of Elphy chosen to 
hew Soudan t clej)cd him Mellethasseraf t he tok the 
citee of Akouw -t cliaced out the cristene men -fc this was 
4 also enpoysoiid. And pan was his brother yinade Soudan 
t was cleped Melechnasser And after on pat was dept 
Guytoga toke him t put him in prisouw in the castett of 
^ Moiintiyuail i made him Soudan be streiigthe -t cleped 
8 him Melechcadeli -t he was [a] (^) Tartaryne, But the 
Coinayuz cliaced him out of pe con tree t dideii hyin 
meche sorwe And niadow on of hem self soudan pat 
hadde to name lacliyn t ho made him to hew dept 
12 Melechrnanser the wbiche on a day pleyed at the chess 
t his sword lay besyde him t so befeH pat on wrattlicd 
him t his owne propre swerd he was slayn. And 
after pat pei weren at gret discord for to make a soudan 
16 And fynally pei accord eden to Melechnasser pat Guytoga 
had put in prisouw at MountrivaH And this regnede 
longe -fc gouerned wisely so pat his eldest sone was chosen 
after him Melechinader the whiche his brother leet sle 
20 pruiyly for to haue the lordschipe t made him to bew 
dept Meleclnnadabron -t he was Soudan whan I departed 
fro po contrees. And wyle ^ee wel pat the Soudan may 
lede out of Egipt mo pan .xx Mill, men of armes And out 
24 of Surrye i out of Turkye t out of oper contrees pat he 
holt ho may arrere mo pan .1. MiH. and all po ben at his 
wages And pei ben all weys at him w^tAouten the folk of 
his contree pat is witAouten nombre. And euerych of hem 
28 hath be ^ere the luountaiice of .vj score, floreynes But it 
behoueth pat euery of hem holde .iij. hors -i a caineylle. 
And be the cytees t be townes ben amyralles pat ban 
the gouernance of the peple, On hath to gouerne .iiij. 
32 t anoper hath to gouerne .v. anoper mo t anoper wel 
mo And als many taketh the Amyrali be him allone as 
ali the oper ^souldyours han vnder hym And perfore 
whan the Soudan wiB avance ony worthi Icnyght he 
36 maketh him a amtraBr And whan it is ony derthe th§ 
{^) MS. of, 
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knyglites bert right pore t j?aniie J?ei sellen bothe here 
hors -t here barneys. And the Soudan hath .iiij. wyfes on 
cristene i .iij. sarazines of the whiche on dwelleth at lerw- 
salem. -t anoper at Damasce -t anofer at Ascolon And 4 
whan hem lyst fei remewen ’ to oper cytees And whan 
the Soudane wili he may go to visite hem whan him list. 
And he hath as many paramours as him lyketh. For he 
maketh to come before him the fairest t the nobleste of 8 
birthe -t the gentyllesto dainyseles of his con tree And he 
maketh hem to ben kept -t serued fuH honourabely And 
whan he wole haue on to lye with him he maketh hem all 
to come before him And ho behold eth in aH which of 12 
hem is most to his plesaiice -t to liire anon he sendeth 
or casteth a ryng fro his fynger And famie ano?^ sclie 
schatt ben bathed i richely atyred t anoynted w^'tA delicat 
thinge^ of swete snieU t fan lad to the Soiidanes chambre, 16 
and pus he doth als often as him list whan he will haue 
onye of hem. And before the soudan com eth no strangier 
but 3 if he be clothed in cloth of gold or of tartarie or of 
camaka in the Sarazines guyse i as the sarazins vsen. And 20 
it belioueth fat anon at the firste sight fat me?^ see the 
Soudan be it in wiiidowo or in what place elles ^ fat men 
knele to him + kysse the erthe For fat is the manere to 
do reuerenco to the soudann of hem fat spoken v/ith him. 24 
And whan fat messangercs of strauuge contrees comen 
before him the meynee of the Soudan, Whan the 
strangeres speken to hym, fei ben aboute the ^^souldan 
-with svverde^ di’awen -fe gysarmez i axes, hero armes lift 28 
vp in high with fo wepeiies for to suiyte vpou hem 3 if 
fei seye ony woord fat is displesance to the soudan. 
And also no straungere cometh before him but fat he 
maketh him sum |)romys -t graunt of fat the sowdan 32 
asketh xesonabely bcso it be not a 3 enst his lawe. And 
so don ofore Prynces be 3 ondeii For fei seyn fat noman 
schaH come before no Prynce but fat the souldan is bettro 
And . schatt be more gladdere in departynge from his 36 
presence f anne he was at the oomynge before hym. And 



[CH. VI. CAIRO AND THE SULTANS.] 


25 


Yiiderstondefcli fat that Babyloyne fat I haue spoken offe 
where fat the Soudan duelleth is not fat gret Babyloyne 
where the dyuersitec of langages was first made for 
4 vengeance by the myracle of god whan the grete tour of 
Babel was bego?^nen to ben n).ado of the whiche the walles 
weren .Ixiiij. furlonges of heights. Jpat is in the grete 
desertes of Arabye vpon the weye as men gon toward the 
8 kyngdom of Caldee. But it is full longe sith fat ony 
man durste neyghe to the tour for it is all desert t full of 
dragouns t grete serpen tes -t fuH of dyuerse veny mouse 
bestes ail abouten. J^at tour w^t^ the cytee was of .xxv. 
12 myle in cyrcuyt of the walles As fei of the contree seyn^ 
i as men may demen by estimacionn after fat men tellen 
of the contree. And fough it be dept the tour of Babi- 
loyne ^it natheles fere were ordeyned witAjnne many 
16 mansiouns and many gret dwellynge places in lengths i 
brede And fat tour conteyned gret contree in circuyt, for 
the tour allone conteyned .x. myle sqware. )?at tour 
founded kyng jNembroth fat was kyng of fat contree i 
20 he was the firste kyng of the world And he leeb make an 
yinage in the lykness of his fader t constreyned all his 
subgettee for to worschipe it. And anon begonnen othere 
lordes to do the same And so begonnen the ydoles t the 
24 symulacres first. The town i the cytee weren full wel 
sett in a fair contree t a playn fat mew clepen the contree 
of Samar of the whiche the walles of the cytee weren .cc. 
cubytes in heighto t .1. cubytes of depnes. And the 
28 Ilyuere of Eufrate ran forgh out the cytee t aboute the 
tour also. But Cirus the kyng of Perse toke from hem 
the ryuere t destroyed all the cytee and the tour also. 
For he departed fat Ryuere in .ccc. -i .lx. sniale ryueres 
32 be cause fat he had sworn fat he scholde putte the ryuere 
in such poynt fat a womman myghte wel passe fere wit^ 
outen castynge of of hire clothes for als mocho as ho liadde 
lost many worthi men fat troweden to passen fat ryuere 
36 be swymmynge. And from Babyloyne where the soudan 
dwelleth to go right betwene the Oryent the Septem- 


Cairo, or 
Babylon the 
Less, dis- 
tinguished 
from Baby- 
lon the 
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the Tower 
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the Tower 
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around it, 

[1 fol. 17 
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it into 
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Babylon the 
Great is m 
Persia, far 
from Baby- 
lon the Less. 

[1 foU IS a] 

Power and 
greatness 
of the 

Gieat Chan. 


Mahomet's 
shrill G IS in 
Methon in 
Ai'abia. 


The desert 
is barren 
from lack of 
water only. 


Extent of 
Arabia. 


[2fol. 18 6] 


Carthage, 
Dido and 
Eneas. 


try on toward the grete Babyloyne is xl. iourneyes to 
passen be desert. Bat it is not tbe grete Babiloyiie in 
the lond t in the powere of the seyd Soudan but it is in 
the power and the iordschipe of Persye. ^ But he holdeth 4 
it of the grete Chaiie pat is the gretteste Emperour t the 
most souereyn lord of ait the parties be 3 onde t he is lord 
of the iles of Cathay i of manye ojjere iles -t of a gret 
partie of Inde And his lond niarcheth vnto Prestre 8 
Johnes lond And he holt so moche lond that he 
knoweth not the ende And he is more myghty t grotter 
lord w^'tAouteTi comparsouw Jjan is the Soudan. Of his 
ryalt estate t of his myght I schati speke more plenorly 12 
when I schall speke of the lond -i of the contreo of ynde. 
Also the cytee of Methon where Machomet lyth is also 
of the grete de^ertes of Arabye. And J?ere lith the body 
of hym fuH honourahely in here temple pat the Saraziiies 16 
clepen Musketh. And it is fro Babyloyne the lesse 
where the Soudan dwelleth vnto Methon aboueseyd in 
to a .xxxij. iourneyes. And wyteth wel pat the rewme 
of Arabye is a full gret controe, but pere in is ouer moche 20 
desert And noma^i may dweH fere in fat desert for 
defaute of water. For fat lond is aH: grauelly i fuH 
of sond And it is drye i no thing fructuous be cause 
fat it hath no moysture t ferfore is fere so meche desert. 24 
And 3 if it hadde Eyneres -t welles i the lond also were 
as it is in ofer partyes it scholde hm als fuH of peple 
t als fuH enhahyted with folk as in other placee. For 
fere is fuB gret multitude of peple where as the lond 28 
is enhahyted. Arabye dureth fro the endes of the reme 
of Caldee vnto the laste ende of ^ Aff ryk t marcheth to 
the lond of ydumee toward the ende of Botron. And 
in Caldee the chief cytee is Baidak And of Affryk the 32 
chief cytee is Cartage fat Dydo fat was Eneas wif 
founded The whiche Eneas was of the cytee of Troye -t 
after was kyng of Itaylle. Mesopotamye streccheth also 
vnto the deserfces of Arabye t it is a gret contree. In 36 
jshis cop.tree is 'th§ cytee of Baraym where abrahamos 


Haran, 
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fader duelled t from wliens Abraliam departed be 
commandement of the AuiigeH. And of fat cytee was 
Effrayni fat was a gret clerk -t a gret doctour And 
^ Theophilus was of fat cytee also fat oure lady sauede 
from cure enemye. And Mesopotayme dureth fro the 
ryuere of Eufrates vuto the ryuere of Tygris. For it 
is betwene fo .ij. ryueres. And be^onde the ryuere of 
^ Tygre is Caldee fat is a fiiH gret kyngdom. In fat 
rewme, at Baidak aboueseyd was wont to duelle the 
Calyffez fat was wont to be^^ bothe as Emperour i Pope 
of the Arabyenez so fat he was lord spm^ueH -t teniporeii 
12 And he was successour to Machomete t of his generacioiiw. 
j)at cytee of Baidak was wont to ben cleped Siitis -t 
hTabngodonozor founded it And fere duelled the holy 
prophete Daniel t fere he saiigh visiounes of houene 
16 i fere he made the exposicioun of dremes. And in old 
tyme fere were wont to bo .iij. Calyffeez : He of Arabye, 
he of Caldeez And f ei ^ dwelleden in the cytee of Baidak 
aboueseyd. And at Cayre besides Babyloyne duelled the 
20 Calyffee of Egypt t at Marrok vpon the west see duelte 
the Calyffee of Barbaryenes t of Affrycanes. And now 
is fere non of the Calyffecz ne nought han ben sithe the 
tyme of the Sowdan Sahaladyn For from fat tyme hider 
24: the Sowdann clepetK him self Calyffee And so han the 
Calyffeez ylost here name. Also wy teth wel fat Babyloyne 
fc lesse where the Soudan duelleth -t (^) the cytee of 
Cayr fat is nygh besyde it ben grete huge cytees manye 
28 t fayre and fat on sitt nygh fat other. Babyloyne sytt 
upon the ryuere of Gyson somtyine dept Nyle fat cometh 
out of Paradys terrestre. bat ryuere of FTyle all the ^eer 
whan the sonne eiitreth in to the signe of Cancer it 
32 hegynneth to wexe And it wexeth aHweys als longe as the 
sonne is in Cancro t in the signe of the lyoun). And 
it wexeth in such manere fat it is somtyme so gret fat 
it is .XX. cuhytes or more of depness And fanne it doth 
36 gret ham to the godes fat ben vpon the lond For f awe 
e) at, MS, 


Mesopo- 
tamia, the 
home of 
Abraham, 
Ephraim 
and 

Theophilus. 


Chaldea ; 
Bagdad the 
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Caliphs. 


Nebuchad- 
nezzar and 
Daniel. 


The three 
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The floods of 
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Times of 
dearth from 
excessive or 
insufficient 
floods. 


[1 fol. 196] 


The Nile 
runs under- 
ground from 
India to 
Ethiopia. 


The ibis is 
like a stork. 


nia}’ iionum trauavlle to ere the loiides for the grete 
moystness And ferfore is pere dere tynie in pai contree. 
And also whan it wexeth lytyii it is dere tyme in pat 
contree for defaute of moystnre. And whan the sonne ^ 
is in the signe of Yirgo pmne hegywneth the ryuere for 
to ^wane t to decrece lytyl i lytyH So pat whan the sonne 
is (^) entred in to the igne of libra pmne fei entre^^ 
betwene theise ryueres. This ryuere conieth reniiynge ^ 
from Paradys terrestre betwene the desertes of ynde -t 
after it smytt vn to londe -t renneth longo tyme many 
grete contrees vnder erthe And after it goth out vnder 
an high hill fat men clepen Alotfi fat is betwene ynde 12 
t Ethiope the mountance of .v. inonethes iourneyes fro the 
entree of Ethiope And after it envyrouneth aH Ethiope 
t Morekane -t goth aU along fro the lond of Egipte vnto 
the cytee of Alisandre to the ende of Egipte and fere it 1^ 
falletli in to the see* Aboute this ryuere ben manye 
briddes -t foules As Sikonyes fat fei clepen Ibes. 


ciuvn. OE the contree OP EGIPT; OP THE BRID 
PENIX; OF ARABYE; OP THE CYTEE OP 
CAYRA^; OP THE COYNYN^E TO KNOWEN 
BAWME AND TO P^MEN IT, AND OP THE 
GERNERES OP JOSEPH. 


Egypt is 
long and no 
widsr than 
the floods 
can reach. 


The dry 
climate 
favours the 
study of 
astronomy. 

[2 fol. 20 a] 


E gypt is a long contree but it is streyt fat is to seye 

narow for fei may not enlargen it toward the desert 20 
for defaute of water And the contree is sett along vpon 
the ryuere of Nyle be als moche as fat ryuere may seme 
be fiodes or oferwise fat wha3^ne it fLoweth it may spreden 
abrood f orgh the contree, so is the contree large of Icugthe. 24 
For fere it reyneth not but lityll in fat contree t for fat 
cause fei haue no water, but jif it ^ be of fat flood of fat 
ryuere. And for als moche as it ne reyneth not in 
fat contree but the eyr is alwey pure i cleer, ferforo in 28 


(^) is repeated in MS. 
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pat contree ben the gode asferonomyeres, for jjei fynde 
pere no cloudes to letten hem. Also the cytee of Cayre 
is right gret -t more huge J?an fat of Babyloyne the lesse 
4 And it sytt aboue^i toward the desert of Syrye a lytill 
abouen the ryuere aboueseyd. In Egipt fere ben .ij. 
parties, The heghte fat is toward Ethiope i the loweness 
fat is towardee Arabye. In Egypt is the lond of 
8 Eamasses -t the lond of Gessen. Egipt is a strong 
contree for it hath many schrewede hauenes be cause 
of the grete Roches fat ben stronge and daungerouse 
to passe by. And at Egipt toward the Est is the rede 
12 see fat dureth vnto the cytee of Coston t toward the 
west is the cytee of lybyo fat is a full: drye lond -t lityli 
of friiyt, for it is oner moche plentee of hete And fat 
lond is dept Fiisth. And toward the partie meridionaH: 
16 is Ethiope -t toward the north is the desert fat dureth 
vnto Syrye -t so is the contree strong on aR sydes. And 
it is wel a .xv. iourneyes of lengthe -l more fan two 
so moche of desert -t it is but .ij. iournees of largeness. 
20 And betwene Egipt -t Nubye it hath wel a .xij. iournees 
of desert And men of ISfubye ben cristen but fei ben 
blake as the Mowres for gret hete of the sonne. ^ In 
Egipt fere ben .v. prouynces, fat on bight Sahyth fat 
24 other bight Dbmeseer another Resich, fat is an He in 
Nylb, Another Alisandre i another the lond of Damyete. 
])at citee was wont to be right strong but it was twyes 
. wonnen of the cristene men And f^rfore after fat the 
28 sarazines boten down the walles And w^'ti^ the walles t 
the toures f erof the sarazaines maden another cytee more 
fer from the see t clepeden it the newe Damyete, So fat 
now no man duelleth at the rathere toun of Damyete- 
32 At fat cytee of Damyete is on of the hauenes of Egypt 
•l at Alisandre is fat other fat is a futt strong cytee, But 
fere is no water to drynke, but jif it come be condyt from 
Nyle fat entreth in to here cistemes. And who so stopped 
36 fat water from hem, fei myghte not endure fere. In 
Egypt fere ben but fewe Forcelette^ or castelles be cause 


Cairo lies up 
the river. 


Higher and 
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Egypt. 

B'iypt is 
naturally 
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all sides. 


Its extent. 


[1 fol. 20 &] 

Its five 
provinces. 


Dainiette 
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water- 
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St. Anthony 
the Great 
meets a 
satyr, who 
asks the 
saint to pray 
for him. 


[I fol. 21 a] 


Heliopolis. 


The bird 
Phcenix. 


Every five 
hundred 
years it 
bums itself 
on an altar 
in a fire of 
spices and 
native 
Buliihur. 


[2 fol. 21 &] « 


The Phcenix 
is a symbol 
of Christ. 
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fat the con tree is so strong of hiwtself. Nota of a 
MEJ 2UEYLE. At the desertcs of Egypte was a worthi ma^t 
fat was an holy heremyte -t fere mette wiih him a Monstre 
fat is to seyne a monstre is a fing difTormed ajen kynde ^ 
bothe of man or of best or of ony fing elles -t fat is cleped 
a Monstre. And this monstre fat mette -with this holy 
heremyte was as it hadde ben a man faf hadde .ij. homes 
trenchant on his forhede t he hadde a body lyk a man ^ 
vnto f e navele ^ And benethe he hadde the body lych a 
goot -t the heremyte asked him what he was. And the 
monstre answerde him t seyde he was a dedly creature 
such as god hadde formed t duelled in fo desertes in 12 
piirchacynge his sustynance, -t besoughte the lieremyte 
fab he wolde preye god for him the whiche fat cam from 
heuene for to sanen aH: hiankyiide t was born of a mayden 
t suffred passioun -t deth as weo wel knowcn, be whom 16 
wee lyuen t ben. And ^it is the hede with the .ij. homes 
of fat monstre at Alisandre for a menieyle. In Egipt 
is the citee of Elyople fat is to seyne the cytee of the sonne. 

In fat cytee fere is a temple made round after the schapp 20 
of the temple of lernsalem. The prestes of fat temple ban 
all here wryfcynges vnder the date of the foul fat is dept 
Fenix i fere is non hut on in ali the world And he cometh 
to hrenne himself vpon the awtere of fat temple at the ende 24 
of .V. hundred jeer for so longe he lyueth. And at the 
.VC. 3eres ende the prestes arrayen here awtere honestly 
and putten fere vpon spices i sulphur vif -t ofer thinges 
fat wolen brennen lightly And fan the brid Fenix 28 
cometb -t brenneth himself to askes. And the first day 
next after men fynden in the askes a worm And the 
seconde day next after men fynden a brid quyk -t parfyt 
And the thridde day next after he fleeth his wey And 32 
so fere is no mo hriddes of fat ^ kynde in aH tlie world 
but it allone t treuly fat is a gret myracle of god. ' And 
men may wel lykiie fat bryd vnto god be cause fat fere 
nys no god but on And also fat oure lord aroos from 36 
deth to lyue the thridde day. This bryd men seen often 



31 


[CH. VII. EGYPT, BALM, THE PYRAMIDS.] 

tyniG fieen in fo contrees And he is not meclieles more 
fan an Egle And lie hath a crest of fedres vpon his hed 
more grot fan the poocok hath -t his nekke is jalow after 
4 colour of an Oriel! fat is a ston wel schynynge. And 
his bak is coloured blew as ynde And his wenges hm 
of purpre colour And the tayH is 3elow t red, castynge 
his tayH a3en in travers. And he is a full fair brid to 
8 loken vpon a3enst the sonne, for he schyneth full glori- 
ously -t nobely. Also in Egipt hew gardynes fat han 
trees -t herbes fe whiche beren hutes .vij. tymes in the 
3eer And in fat lond mew fynden manye fayre Emeraudes 
12 -t ynowe And ferfore fei hew fere gretteie cheep. Also 
whan it reynetli ones in the somer in the lond of Egipt 
fanne is aH the contree full of grete myzs. Also at Cayre 
fat I spak of before sellen mew comouwly bothe men -t 
16 wominen of other lawe as we don here bestes in the markat. 
And fere is a coinouw hows in fat cytee fat is aH full of 
smale furnoys t thider bryngew wommen of the touw here 
eyren of hennes of gees i of dokes for to bew put into 
20 f 0 forneyses And fei fat kepen fat hows coueren hem 
^viih hete of hors dong Withoutew henne goos or doke 
or ony ofer foul. And at the ende ^ of .iij. wokes or of a 
moneth fei comew a3en -t taken here chikenes -fc norisschew 
24 hem t bryngew hem forth so fat all the contree is fuH of 
hem And so mew don fere bothe winter t somer. Also 
in fat contree t in of ere also mew fyndew longe Apples to 
sello in hire cesouw -t men clepen hem Apples of Paradys 
28 t fei bew right swete -t of gode sauour And fogh 300 
kutte hem in neuer so many gobettes or parties ouer- 
thwart or endlonges eueremore 306 schull fynden in the 
myddes the figure of. the holy cros of oure lord Ihesu 
32 But fei wil roten w^t/dn .viij. dayes And for fat cause 
mow may not carye of f 0 apples to no fer contrees. Of 
hem mew fynden the mountance of an hundred' in a 
bascat to sello t fei haw grete leues of a fote i an half 
,36 of lengthe -fc fei hew couonably large. And mew fynden 
fere also the appuH tree of Adam fat han a byte at on 
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purple. 
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[1 fol. 22 a] 
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Pigs of 
PhaTaoh. 
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where halm 
grows. 
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Infant 
Christ. 


[1 foL 22 h] 
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else. 
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of the sydes And jjere hew also Fige trees fat bere^^ no 
leves but fyges vpon the smale branncbes -t mm clepew 
hem Figes of Pharooh. Also besyde Cayrp wit7iOute?z 
fat cytee is the feld where Bawme groweth And it 4 
cometh out on smale trees fat hm now hyere fan to a 
nla^^nes breek girdifi t fei semen as wode fat is of the 
wylde vyne. And in fat feld he^^ .vij. welles fat onre 
lord Ihesu crist made with on of his feet whan he wente 8 
to pleyen w^’t^ ofer children, pat feld is not so wel 
closed but fat men may entre^i at here owne list, But 
in fat cesouw fat the ^ bawme is growynge men put 
fere to gode kepynge fat no man(i) dar hen hardy to 12 
entre. This bawme groweth in no place but only fere 
And f ough fat men hryngen of f e plauntes for to planten 
in ofer contrees fei growen wel i fayre but fei hryngen 
forth no fructuous thing, t the leves of ba'vvme ne falie 16 
nought. And men kutten the branncbes with a scharp 
flyntston or with a scharp bon whanne men wil go to 
kutte hem, For who so kutte hem wi\h jren it wolde 
destroye his vertno -t his nature. And the sarazines 20 
clepen the wode Eyochbalse, And the fruyt the whiche 
fat is as quyhyhes fei clepen Abebissam And the lycour 
fat droppeth fro the braunches fei clepen Guybalso. 
And men maken all weys fat bawme to ben tyled of the 24 
cristen men or elles it wolde not fructyfye As the Sara- 
zins seyn hemself for it hath ben oftontyme preued. 
Men seyn also fat the bawme groweth in ynde the more 
in fat desert where Alysaundre spak to the trees of the 28 
sonne + of the mone But I haue not seen it For I haue 
not hen so fer ahouen vpward because fat fere ben to 
many nerilouse passages. And wyte jee wel fat a man 
oughte to take gode kepe for to bye bawme but jif be 32 
cone knowe it right wel, for he may right lyghtly hen 
disceyued For men sellen a gomme fat men clepen 
Turbentyne in stede of bawme And fe^ putten fereto a 
litiH bawme for to ^euen gode odour And sumnie putten 36 
P) entre, MS. 
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wax in oyle of tlic ^ wode of the fvuyt of bawme -t seyn 
pat it is bawme And sumiiie destyllen clowes of gylofre 
t of spykenard of Spayiie -t of opere spices pat be?^ 
4 wel smellynge ± the lykour pat goth out perof pei 
clepe it bawme And pus hen many grete lordes -t opere 
disceyued And pei wene^ pat pei hdun bawme t pei haue non. 
For the Sarazines countrefcte^i it be sotyltee of craft for to 
8 disceyue?^ the cristene me^i as I haue seen futt many a 
tyine. And after hem the marchaunte^ -t tlie Apotecaries 
coantrefeten it eftsones -t panne it is lasse worth -t a gret 
del worse. But 3if it lykc 90U I scliaH schcwc how 300 
12 schuH: knowe -t preue to the ende pat 366 schull not be^ 
disceyued. Pirst 300 schuh wel knowe pat the naturcii 
bawme is full deer -t of cytryne colour t strongly 
smellynge. And 3if it be thikke or reed or blak it is 
16 Sophisticate pat is to seyne contrefeted -t made lyke it 
for disceyt. And vnderstondeth pat 3!! 300 wil putte a 
lityll bawme in the pawme of ^ome bond a3en the sonne, 
3if it be fyn -t godo 300 ne sclmil not sufire 3oure hand 
20 a3enst the liete of the sonne. Also taketh a lytill bawme 
witA the poynt of a knyf t touche it to the fuyr t 31! it 
brenne it is a gode signe. After take also a drope of 
bawme t put it into a dissch or in a cuppe witA mylk of 
24 a goot And 3if it bo natuieli bawme anoi^ it wole take t 
beclippe the mylk. Or put a drope of bawme in clere 
water in a ctippe of syluer or in a clere bacyn t stere it 
wel m\)h the clore water And 3!! pat the ‘-^baivnie be 
28 fyn t of his owne kyndo the water schaH nouere trouble, 
And 3if the bawme be sophisticat pat is to seyne 
countrefeted the water schall^ beco[m]e anon trouble. 
And also 3if' the bawme be fyn it schall falle to the 
32 botnie of the vessel! as pough it were quyk syluer, For 
the fyn bawme is more heuy twyes pan is the bawme pat 
is sophisticat t cou^trefeted. -N'ow I haue spoken of 
bawme t now also I schall speke of another thing pat is 
36 be3onde Babyloyne aboue the Mode of Mle toward the 
b 30 , bccone, C. 


Turpentine, 
wood of the 
balm-tree, 
cloves and 
spikenard 
are used as 
substitutes, 
[ifol. 23 a] 


Saracens, 
merchants 
and apo- 
thecaries 
adulterate 
it. 


Genuine 
balm is 
yellow and 


Ifc burns in 
the aim and 
in fire, 


and curdles 
goat’s milk. 


[i2 fol.' 28 &] 

It does not 
make clear 
water 
turbid. 


MANDEVILLE. 
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The Pyra- 
mids, or 
Garners of 
Joseph, 
where corn 
was kept in 
times of 
dearth. 


They are not 

sepulchral 

monuments, 

[1 fol. 2i a] 


for then 
they would 
neither be 
hollow, nor 
have any 
gates. 


The 

Egyptian 

alphabet. 


cb. vni. 

[fol. 24 6] 


More routes 

towards 

Egypt. 
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desert betwene. Affrik t Egypt pat is to seyiie of the 
Gerneres of Joseph pat he leet make for to kepe the 
greynes for the pefile of the dere 3 eres. And pei ben 
made of ston full wel made of Masounes craft Of the whiclie 4 
.ij. ben nwneylouse grete t hye And the topere ne ben 
not so grete. And eiiery Gerner hath a ^ate for to entre 
wtt^jnne A lytiH hygh from the erthe For the lond is 
wasted -t fallen sithe the Gerneres were made. And 8 
witAjnne pei hen all full of serpentes And abouen the 
Gerneres w^tAouten ben many scriptures of dyuerse 
langages. And siimmen seyn pat pei ben sepultures of 
grete lordes pat weren somtyme but pat is not trewe For 12 
all the comonn rymour t speche is of all the peple ^ pere 
hothe fer -t nere pat pei ben the Garneres of, Joseph And 
so fynden pei in here scriptures -t in here crony clos. On 
pat oper paftie, ^if pei weren sepultures pei scholden not 16 
ben voyd wit^jnne Ne pei scholde haue no jates for to 
entre w^tAjnne. For 366 may wel knowe pat tombes -t 
sepultures ne ben not made of such gretness ne of suche 
highness, Wherfore it is not to beleue pat pei ben tombes 20 
or sepultures. In Egypt also pere ben dyuerse langages 
■t dyuerse lettres -fc of oper manere condic^'onn pan pere 
ben in oper partes As I schall deuyse 30U suche as pei 
ben And the names how thei clepen hem, To such entent 24 
pat 366 mowe knowe the difference of hem i of othere. 

[Another alphabet] 


OF THE YLE OF OECYLE; OF THE WEYE FEO 
BABYLOYhTE TO THE MO WOT SYFAY; OF 
THE CHIEGHE OF SEYNTE KATEEYNE, AND 
OF ABLE THE MEEUAYLLES ]>EEE. 


N OW wil I retourne a 3 en or I precede ony fertliere for 
to declare 30U the othere weyes pat drawen towardes 
Babiloyne where the Soudan himself duelLeth pat is at 28 
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the entree of Egypt, for als moche as many folk gon 
fider first t after pat to the mownt Synay i after re- 
tournen to ler^isalem, As I liane soyd jon here beforii. 

4 For ] 5 ei fiilfillen first the more longe pilgrymage -t after Many 
retournew a^en be the nexte weyes because pat the more there^Tnd^to 

. ,, Sinai before 

ny weye is the more wortm t bat is leimalein, Fornort turning to 

Jerusalem. 

other pilgrymage is not lyk in comparsoim to it. But 
8 for to fuHlille here pilgrymages more esily -t more sykerly 
men gon first the longer weye ratbere fan the iierere 
weye. But whoso wil go to Babyloyne be another weye 
more schort from fe contrees of the west fat I haiie 
12 reherced before or from ober contrees next fro hem, fan Northern 
men gon by Fraunce be Biirgoyne t be Lombardye. It reached, 
nedeth not to telle 50 U the names of the cytees ne of 
the townes fat ben in fat weye For the weye is comoun 
16 t it is knowen of many nacyouns. And fere ben manye 
havenes [where] fat men taken the see. Sumine men taken 
the see at ^Gene, Somme at ‘Venyse'-t passen be the see 


Adryatyk fat is dept the Goulf of Yenyse, fat departeth 
20 yfcaylle -t Grece on fat syde. And somme gon to Naples 
somnie to Eome i from Eome to Brandys -t fere fei 
taken the see t in many othere places where pat hauen'es 
ben. And men gon be Tussye be Champayne be Oalabre 
24 be Appuille -t be the hilles of ytaylle be Chorisqe be 
Sardyne t be Oycile fat is a gret Be t a gode. In fat 
He of Cycile fer is a maner of a gardyn in the whiche 
ben many dyuerse frutes And the gardyn is alweys 
28 grene -t floxisshing, aE the cesouns of the 3 eer als wel 
in winter as in somer. f)at He holt in compas aboute 
.ccc -t 1. frensche myles And betwene Cycile i Itaylle 
fere is not but a lytiH arm of the see fat men clepen 
32 the Farde of Mescyne And Cycile is betwene the see 
Adryatyk -t the see of lombardye, And fro Cycile in 
to Calabre is but .viij. myles of lombardye. And in 
Cycile fere is a manere of serpentes be the whiche men 
36 assayen -t jireuen whefer here children hen bastardee or 
none or of lawefull manage, For 3 if fei hen horn in right 


[1 fol. 25 a] 

Naples, 

Brindisi. 


Tuscany, 

Campania, 

Apulia. 

Corsica, 

Sardinia. 

Sicily and 
its garden. 


Straits of 
Messina. 


The serpents 
that try the 
legitimacy of 
children. 
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Btna and 
the vol- 
canoes. 

P fol. 25 6] 


Pisa. 

Corfu. 

Valona, 

Durazzo. 


Alexandria, 
the scene of 
St. Cath- 
erine's and 
of St. Mark's 
martyrdom, 
[2 fol. 26 a] 

Pictures 
white- 
washed hy 
Saracens, 
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manage the serpenfces goii aboiite hem -t don hem non 
harm And jrei hen horn in avowtrie the serpente 
hytew hem i envenyme hem t thus nianye wedded me^t 
^rexxm the children he?i here owne. Also in pat He ^ 
is the Mount Ethna pat men clepen Mount GyheH ^ t the 
wlcanes J?at hen euereniore hrennynge. And fere hen 
.vij. places fat hrenne?^ -t fat casten out dyuerse flawmes 
and dyuerse colour And he the chaungynge of f o flawmes B 
Ine7^ of fat contree knowew whanne it schaH: he derthe or 
gode tyme or cold or hoot or inoyst or drye or in ah 
othere nianere how the tyme schall he gouerned. And 
from Ttaille vnto the wlcanes nys hut .xxv. myle And 12 
men seyn fat the wlcanes he^ weyes of helle. Also 
whoso goth he Pyse 3 if fat list to go fat weye fere 
is an arm of the see where fat men gon to of ere hauenes 
in f 0 marches And fan men passeii he the He of Gkeef 16 
fat is at Gene And after anyueth men in Greoe at the 
hauene of the cytee of Myrok or at the hauene of Yalone 
or at the cytee of Duras, -t fere is a Duk at Duras, or at 
ofere hauenes in f o marches -t so men gon to Oostanty- 20 
nohle. And after gon men he watre to the He of Crete *t 
to the He of Kodes t so to Cypre -t so to Yenyse i fro 
fens to Oostantynohle, to holde the more right weye he 
see it is wel a .m viij t iiij. score myle of lomhard^^'e. 24 
And after from Cipre men gon he see -t leven lernealein t 
all fat centre on the left hond vnto Egypt -t arryuen at 
the cytee of Damyete fat was wont to hen full strong t 
it sytt at the entree of Egypt. And fro Damyete gon 28 
men to the Cytee of Alizandi‘e fat sytt also vpon the see. 

In fat cytee was seynte kateryne heheded And fere was 
seynt ^ Mark the Euuangelist martyred i buryed, But the 
Emperour Leoun made his hones to hen brought to 32 
Yenyse. And 3 it fere is at Alizandre a faire chirche 
aH white witAouten peynture and so ben all the othere 
chirches fat weren of the cristene men all white w^t^- 
jnhe, For the Paynemes t the Sarrazynes maden hem 38 
white for to fordon the ymages of seyntes fat weren 
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peynted on tlie walles. pat cytee of Alizandre is wel Extent of 

ti Alexandria. 

'.XXX. furlonges in lengthe but it is but .x. on largeness 
And it is a full noble cytee -t a fayr. At J)at cytee 
4 entretb the ryuere of Nyle in to the see as I to 30 U haue 
seyd before. In pat ryuere me 7 ^ fynden many precyonse 
stones -t ineche also of lignum aloes And it is a manere Lignum 
of wode pat cometh out of paradys terrestre the whiche 
8 is good for manye dyuerse medicynes And it [is] right 
dereworth. And from Alizandre gon to Babyloyne Babylon 

the Less. 

where the Soudan dwelleth pat sytt also vpon the ryuere 
of iJiyle, And this weye is most schort for to go streyght 
12 vnto Babiloyne. 


OF THE WEYE THAT GOTH FEOM BABI- ch. ix 
LOYNE, VNTO THE MOWNT SYNAY, t OF 
THE M^EUEYLES pERE. 

N OW schall I seye 30U also the weye pat goth fro 

Babiloyne to the Mount of Synay where seynte To Mount 
kateryne lyth. He moste passe be the desertes of A^rabye 
16 Be the whiche desertes Moyses ladde the peple of Israel 

And banne passe mew be the welle bat Moyses made with Moses made 
his howd in fo desertes whan the peple grucched for fei 
fowndew northing to drynke. And fan passe mew be Pfoi. 26 6] 
20 the welle of Marach of the whiche the water was first The well of 

Marah. 

bytter But the children of Israel puttew ferejnne a tree 
t anon the water was swete i gode for to drynke. And 
fawne gon mew be desert vnto the vale of Elyn In the EHm. 

24 whiche vale hew .xij, welles And pero hen .Ixxij. trees 
of palme fat berew the dates The whiche Moyses fond 
wttA the children of Israel, And fro‘ fat valeye is but a 
gode iourneye to the Mount of Synay. And whoso wil 
28 go be another weye fro Babiloyne fan me goth be the 

Eede see bat is an arm of the see Oocban. And fere TheUed 

^ ' Sea. 

passed Moyses with the children of Israel ouerthwart 
the see all drye, Whan Pliarao the kyng of Egypt chaced 
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The sand 
is red. 


Horses can- 
not he used, 
but only 
camels. 


[i fol. 27 a] 

Prom Baby- 
lon the Less 
to Sinai is a 
twelve days’ 
journey. 


Interpreters 
act as 
guides. 


Origin of the 
name Sinai. 


The 

Convent 


St. Cath- 
erine’s 
Church. 


hem, And pat see is wel a .vj. myle of largeness in lengthe. 
And in pat see was Pharao drowned -t all liis boost pat he 
ladde. pat see is not more reed pan another see but in 
s[o]me place pereof is the graueH reed And perfore men ^ 
clepen it the rede see. J^at see renneth to the endes of 
Arabye -t of Palestyne, pat see lasteth more pan .iiij. 
iourneyes And pan gon men be desert vnto the vale 
of Elyn And fro pens to the mount of Synay. And 8 
3 ee may wel vndirstonde pat be this desert no man may 
go on horsbak because pat pere nys nouper mete for hors 
ne water to drynke And for pat cause men passen pat 
desert with CanieH, For the Camaylle fynt allwey mete on 12 
trees -fc on busshes pat he fedeth him w^'t^ And he may 
wel faste fro drynk. ij. ^ dayes or .iij. And pat may non 
hors don. And wyte well pat from Babyloyne to the 
Mount Synay is well a .xij. gode iourneyes And sum men 16 
maken hem more And sum men hasten hem i peynen 
hem i perefore pei maken hem lesse, And all weys fynden 
men latymeres to go with hem in the contrees t ferthere 
be 3 onde into tyme pat men conne the langage. And it 20 
behoueth men to here vitaiH w-it^ hem pat schall duren 
hem in po desertes -t oper necessaries for to lyue by. And 
the Mount of Synay is dept the desert of Syne pat is for 
to seyne the bussch brennynge Because pat Moyses sawgh 24 
oure lord god many tymes in forme of fuyr brennynge 
vpon pat hiB And also in a bussch brennynge -fc spak to 
him And pat was at the foot of the hill. Tliere is an 
Abbeye of Monkes wel bylded t wel closed with 3 ates of 28 
Iren for drede of the wylde bested. And the monkes 
ben Arrabyenes or men of Grece -t pere [is] a gret couent 
And all pei ben as heremytes t pei drinkon no wyn but 
3 if it be on principal festes And pei ben fuB deuoute 32 
men t lyuen pordy t sympely w^tA joutes t w^tA dates 
And pei don gret abstynence -t penaunce. Jpere is the 
chirche of seynte kateryne in the whiche ben manye 
lampes brennynge For pei ban of oyle of Olyue ynow 36 
1. 4, same, 0. 
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bothe for to bre^^ne in here lampes t to ete also And pat 
plentee haiie fei be the niyracle of god Tor the ravenes 
t the crowes -fc the choughes t oper foules ^ of the contree foi. sr b] 
4 assemblen hem pere euery ^eer ones -t fleen fider as in 
pilgrymage And euerych of hem bryngeth a braunche of 
the Eayes or of Olyue in here bekes in stede of offryng i 
leuen hem pere, of the whiche the monkes maken gret “lakingoii. 
8 plentee of oyle t this is a gret meruaylle. And sith pat 
follies pat han no kyndely wytt ne resou^ gon thider to 
seche pat glonouse virgyne wel more onghten men fan to 
seche hire t to worschipen hire. Also behynde the awtier 
12 of pat chirche is the place where Moyses saugh oure lord The spot 

where the 

god in a breimynge bussch And whanne the monkes 

entren in to fat place fei don of bothe hosen h schoon appeared. 

or botes alvveys, Be cause fat cure lord seyde to Moyses : 

16 do of thin hosen -t thi schon for the place fab foil stondest 

on is loud holy -fc liessed. And the monkes clepen fat 

place Dozoleel fat is to seyne the schadew of god. And 

besyde the high aw tier .iij. degrees of heighte is the fertre 

20 of Alabasire where the bones of seynt Kateryno lyan And The sarco- 

^ phagus of 

the prelate of the monkes scheweth the relykes to the st, Cath- 

^ ^ orine, 

pilgryraes And wttA an Instrument of syluer he froteth 
the bones t famie fer goth out a lytyH oyle as fough it 
24 were a inaner swetynge fat is nouther lych to oyle no to 
bawine but it is full swete of smell. And of fat fei 
a lytill to the pilgrymes, for fere goth out but lityll 
qttantitee of fat likour. And after fat fei schewen the 
28 heed ^ of seynte kateryne i the cloth fat sche was wrapped 

jnne fat is ^it all blody, And in fat same cloth so [2fo]. asa] 
y wrapped the aungcles beren hire body to the mount Synay 
i fere fei buryed liire with it. And fanne fei schewen 
32 the bussch fat brenned t* wasted nought in the whiche 
oure lord spak to Moyses -t of ere relikes ynowe. Also 
whan the prelate of the abbeye is ded I haue vndirstonden 
be informaciou?^ fat his lampe quencheth And whan fei 
36 chesen anofer prelate jif he be a godo mm t worthi to be 
prelate his lampe schal lighte with the grace of god w^tA- 



40 


[CH. IX. ITEOM CAIEO TO SINAI.] 


The miracle 
of the lamps 
going out 
and re- 
kindled 
•without 
being 
touched. 


I admon- 
ished the 
monks to 
publish 
God’s graces 
to them. 


[1 fol. 28 b] 


No vermin 
ca-n enter 
the 

Monastery, 


for the 
Virgin has 
banished 
them. 


The ascent 
up the steps. 


oiite?^ toucliinge of ony man. For euerych. of hem hath a 
lampe be himself And bo here lampes pei knowen wel 
whan ony of hem schall dye. For whan ony schall dye 
the lyght begynneth to chall?^ge i to wexe dym And jif 4 
he be chosen to hen prelate t is not worthi his lampe 
queiicheth anon. And other men han told me pat he pat 
syngeth the masse for the prelate pat is ded he schall 
fynde vpon the awtier the name written of him pat schall 8 
ben prelate chosen. And so vpon a clay I asked of the 
inc)nke8 hothe on -t oper how this befell, But pei wolJe 
not teh me no thing Into the tyme pat I seyde pat pei 
scholde not hyde the grace pat god did hem but pat pei 12 
scbolde publisscho it to make the peple to haue the more 
deuoc^oun And pat pei diden synne to hide goddee 
myracle as me seined, For the myracles pat god hath don 
and jit ^doth enery day ben the wytnesse of his myght t of 16 
his merueylles as damd seyth in the psanltere : Mibabjlia 
TESTiMONiA TUA DOMiNB, pat is to seyiie ; Lord thi 
menieyles hen pi wytness. And panne pei tolde me 
hothe on and oper how it befell full many a tyme, But 20 
more I myghte not haue of hem. In pat ahbeye ne 
entreth not no flye ne todes ne ewtes ne such foul 
venymouse bestes ne lyzs ne flees be pe myracle of god 
•t of cure lady. For pere were wont to ben many suche 24 
manere of filthes pat the monkee weren in wiH to leve the 
place t the abbeye And weren gon fro tbens vpon the 
mounfcayno abouen for to eschewe pat place. And oure 
lady cam to hem t bad hem turnen ajen And from pens 28 
forewardes neuere entred such filth e in pat place amongee 
hem FTe neuere schall entre here after. Also before the 
gate is the welle where Moyses smot the ston o!f the 
whiche the water cam out plentevously. Fro pat abbeye 32 
men gon vp the mountayne of Moysos be many degrees t 
pere men fynden first a chirclie of oure lady where pat 
sche mette the monkes whan pei fledden awey for the 
vermyn aboueseyd. And more high vpon pat mountayne 36 
is the Chapell of helye the prophetc And pat place pei 
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clepen Oreb, whereof holy writt speketh : Et ambzjlauit 
IN FORTITUDINE CIBI ILLIUS VSQCTE AD MONTEM DEI OREB, 
fat is to ^ seyne : And he wente in strengths of fat mete 
4 vnto the hill of god Oreb. And pere nygh is the Tyne 
fat seynt lohn the Enuangelist planted fat mm clepen 
Reisins of Staphis. And a lytill abouen is the Chapell of 
Moyses i the roche where Moyses fleygh to for drede 
8 whan he sangh oure lord face to face, And in fat roche is 
printed the forme of his body For he smot so strongly -t 
so harde him self in fat roche fat all his body was dolueiz 
witAjniie f orgh the niyracle of god. And fere besyde is 
12 the place where oure lord toke to Moyses the .x. com- 
raandementes of the lawe. And fere is the cane vnder 
the roche wliere Moyses duelte whan he fasted .xl. dayes 
t .xl. nyghtes But lie dyede in the lond of promissiou)^, 
16 But noman knoweth where he was buryed. And from 
' fat mountayne men passen a gret valeye for to gon to 
anofer moniitayfi where seynt Kateryne was buryed of 
the Aungeles of oure lord. And in fat valeye is a 
20 chirche of .xl. mar tyres -t fere singon the monkee of the 
abbeyes often tyino And fab valeye is riglit cold. And 
after men gon vp the mountayne of seynt Eatery ne fat is 
more high fan the mount of Moyses And fere where 
24 seynt Kateryne was buryed is iiouther chirche ne chapell 
no other duellyngo place, But fere is an heep of stones 
ahoute the place where the body of hire was put of the 
Angeles, ^)pere was wont to ben a chapell but it was 
28 casten down) -t jit lyggen the stones fere And all be it fat 
the Collect of seynte kateryne seye fat it is the place 
where oure lord betaughte the .x, commandementee to 
Moyses t fere where the blessed virgyne seynte kateryne 
32 was buryed, fat is to vnderstonde in .o. contree or in .o. 
place beryngo .o. name, For botho fat on t fat ofer is dept 
the mount of Synay, But fere is a gret weye from pat on 
to fat ofer t a gret deep valeye betwene hem. 


Horel». 


[1 fol. 29 a] 


Chapel of 
Hoses. 


The valley. 


Mount St. 
Catherine. 


The ruins of 
a chapel 
mark the 
spot "where 
she was 
first buried. 

[2 fol. 29 

Mount St, 
Catherine 
and the 
Mount of 
Moses are 
distinct 
parts of 
Sinai. 



42 


Ch. X. 


From Sinai 
to Jerusa- 
lem. 


The 

Bedouins. 


Scarcity of 
water in the 
desert. 

P fol. 80 a] 


The Nomads 
eat no bread. 


They live by 
hunting. 


They despise 
death and 
fear no 
princes. 


Their wms 
are a shield 
and a spear. 


[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

OE THE DESERT BETWENE THE CHIRCHE 
OF SEYETTB KAT^^'i^Yi^’E -t imUSALEM.; OF 
THE DRIE TRE, t HOW ROSES CAM FIRST 
IN ])E WORLD. 

N OW after pat men han visited po holy places panne 
wil pei tiirnen toward lernsalcm And pan wil pei 
take leue of the monk^s t recommenden hem to here 
preyeres, And panne pei ^euen the pilgnmes of here vitaylle 4 
for to passe vfith the desertes toward Surrye. And po 
desertes dnren wel a .xiij. iourneyes. In pat desert 
duellen nianye of Arrabyenes pat men clopen Bedoynes 
■t Ascopardes. And pei hen folk full of aH euyH con- 
dictonns And pei liaiie none houses but tentes pat pei 
maken of skynnes of bestes as of Camaylles i of oper 
bestee pat pei eten And pere benethe pei couchen hem i 
dwellen in place where pei may fynden water As on the 12 
Rede see or elleswhere, For in pat desert is Ml gret 
defaute of water ^And often tyme it falleth pat where 
men fynden water at o tyme in a place it fayleth anoper 
tyme And for tlxat skyll pei make none ha6itaciouns 16 
pere. Theise folk pat I speke of pei tylen not the loud 
ne pei laboure nought for pei eten no bred but jif it be 
ony pat dwellen nygh a gode toun pat gon thider t eten 
bred somtyme And pei roslen here flesch -t here fissch 20 
vpon the hote stones ajenst the sonne. And pei ben 
stronge men i wel fygbtynge And pere is so meche 
mnltytude of pat folk pat pei ben mth outen nombre 
And pei ne recchen of no thing ne don not but chacen 24 
after bested to eten hem And pei recchen no ping of here 
lif And perfore pei dowten not the Soudan ne non oper 
prince. But pei dar wel werre vfith hem 3 if pei don ony 
thing pat is gi euance to hem. And pei han often tyme 28 
werre with the Sondan t ns?!nely pat tyme pat I was 
with him. And pei beren but o scheld -t o spere with 
outen oper armes And pei wrappen here hedes i here 
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necke a gret qi^antytee of white lynnen cloth And 
fei hen right felononse t fonle -b of cursed kynde. And 
whan me^^ passen this deseft in comynge toward Ieri«- 
4: Salem pei comen to Bersahee pat was wont to ben a full 
fair town t a dely table of cristene men And 3 it pere ben 
sumine of here chirches. In pat toun dwelled Abraham 
the Patriark a longe tyme. J 5 at toun of Bersabee founded 
8 Bersabee the wif of sire vrye the knyght on the whiche 
kyng Damd ^ gatt Salomon the wyse pat was kyng after 
Dauid vpon the .xij. kyn redes of lernsalem And regned 
.xl. 3 eer, And fro pens gon men to the cytee of Ebron 
12 pat is the niontance of .ij. gode myle And it was dept 
somtyme the vale of Mambree And sumtyme it was dept 
the vale of teres because pat Adam wepte pere an .c. 3 eer 
for the deth of Abell his sone pat Caym slowgh. Ebron 
16 was wont to ben the princypall cytee of the Philistyenes 
And pere duelleden somtyme the Geauntz And pat cytee 
was also Sacerdotall pat is [to](^) seyne seyntuarie of the 
tribe of lucla. And it was so fre pat men resceyued pere 
20 an man ere of fugityfes of oper places for here euyl dedes. 
In Ebron losue Caleph i here companyo comen first to 
aspyen how poi myghte wynnen the lond of beheste. In 
Ebron regned first kyng Dauid .vij. 3 eer t an half And in 
24: lernealern he regnede .xxxiij. 3 eer -t an half. And in 
Ebron ben aH the sepultures of the Patriarkes Adam 
Abraham ysaac t of lacob t of here wyfes Eue Sarre 
t Ilebekke t of Lya the whiche sepultures the Sarazines 
28 kepen full curyously i ban the place in gret reuerence 
for the holy fadres the Patriarkes pat ly 3 n pere And pei 
suffre no cristene man entre in to that place but 3 if it be 
of speoyaH: grace of the Soudan, For pei holden cristene 
32 men t lewes as dogges And pei seyn pat pei scholde 
not entre into so holy place. And men clepen ^ pat place 
where pei ly 3 n double spelunke or double cave or double 
dych for als meche as pat on lyeth aboue pat other And 
36 the Sarazines clepen pat place in here langage Karioa.rba 
P) to missing in MS. 


Beersheba 


founded by 
Bathsheba, 


Solomon’s 

mother. 

[1 fol. 80 b] 


Hebron or 
Mamre. 


Graves of 
the patri- 
archs in the 
cave of 
Machpelah. 


[2 fol. 81a] 


Kirjath* 

Arba. 



44 


The cave of 
Adam and 
Eve. 


Cambil dug 
from the 
earth. 

P fol. SI ft] 


The Dry- 
Tree. 


[CH. X. THE DESEET AND BETHLEHEM.] 

fat is to seyne the place of Vatrioxlies And the lewes 
clepen fat place Arboth. And in fat same place was 
Abrahames hous And fere he satt -t sangh .iij. persones 
■fc worschipte hut on as holy writt seyth : Tees vidit i 4 
YTSVM ADORAUiT, fat is to seyne : he saugh .iij. -t worschiped 
on. And of fo same resceyued Abraham the Aungeles 
in to his hous. And right faste by fat place is a cave in 
the roche where Adam i Eue duelleden whan fei weim 8 
putt out of paradyse -t fere gote?t fei here children. And 
in fat same place was Adam formed t made, after fat 
snmmen seyn. Eor mm wereJ^ wont for to clepe fat 
place the feld of Damasce, be cause fat it was in the 12 
lordsehipe of Damask. And fro fens was he translated 
into paradys of delytes, as fei seyn. And after fat he 
was dryuen out of paradys be was fere left. And the 
same day fat he was putt in paradys, the same day he 16 
was putt out, For ano9^ he symed. fere begynneth the 
vale of Ehron fat dureth nygh to Ieri^5alem. There the 
Aungell commaunded Adam fat he scholde duelle with 
his wyf Eue, Of the whiche he gatt Seth, of whiche tribe 20 
fat is to seye kynrede Ihesu crist was born. In fat 
valeye is a feld where mew drawen out of the erthe a 
thing fat mew clepen Cambyll -t fei ete it in stede of 
spice ^ t fei here it to selle. And mew may not make 24 
the hole ne the cave where it is taken out of the erthe 
so depe ne so wyde, but fat it is at the ^eres ende full 
ajen vp to the sydes, forgh the grace of god. And .ij. 
myle from Ebron is the graue of loth fat was Abrahames 28 
brofer [sone]. And a lytill fijo Ebron is the mount of 
Mambre, of the which the valeye taketh his name. And 
fere is a tree of Oke fat the Sarazines clepen Dibpk 
fat is of Abrahames tyme, the whiche mew clepen the 32 
drye tree. And fei seye fat it hath ben fere sithe the 
begynnynge of the world t was sumtyme grene i hare 
leues vnto the tyme fat cure lord dyede on the cros 
And fawne it dryede t so diden aH: the trees fat werew 36 
1. 1, lew-wes, C. 
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[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

famine in the world [or elles fai failed in faire hertes and 
become liolle within, of whilk fer er many 3 it staiidand in 
dinerse placez of the world] (^) And suwme seyn be here 
4 praphecyes pat a lord, a Prince of the west syde of the world 
schall wynne7^ the lond of promyssio•u9^ pat is the holy lond 
w^t^ helpe of cristene mew t he schall do synge a masse tii© Holy 
vndir pat drye tree t pan the tree schall wexew grene -fc gyegjj 
8 here bothe fruyt -fc leves And porgh pat myracle manye 
Sara^iiies t lewes schiih bew turned to cristene feyth. 

And perfore pei don gret worschipe pereto -t kepew it fuH 
besyly. And all be it so pafc it be drye natheles ^it he 
12 bereth gret vertue for certeynly he pat hath a litill pere 
of vpon him it heleth him of the fallynge euyft, And 
his hors schall not hew afoundred t manye oper vertues 
^ it hath, Wherefore men ^holdeu it full precyows. Prom [ifoi. 82 a] 
16 Ebron men gon to Eethlem in half a day, for it is but Bethlehem. 
.V. myle i it is full fayre weye bo pleynes -fc wodes full 
delectable. Bethleem is a lityll cytee long -t narwe t 
wel walled t in eche syde enclosed y^ith gode dyclies 
20 And it was wont to hew cleped Effrata, as holy wrytt 
seyth : Eooe audiuimto EUif in bferata, pat is to seye : 
lo wee herdo him in effrata. And toward the est ende 
of the cytee is a full fair chirche and a graciouse t it 
24 hath many toures, pynacles i corneres full stronge t 
curiously made And witAin pat chirche ben .xliiij. 
pyleres of marble grete t faire. And betwene the cytee 
t the chirche is the feld Eloridous, pat is to seyne, the Cam|nB 
28 feld florissched. For als moche as a fake mayden was innocent 
blamed yrith wrong -t sclaundred pat sche hadde d-on savedfrom 
fornycacioun, For whiehe cause sche was denied to the 
doth t to be brent in pat place, to the whiehe sche was 
^2 ladd. And as the fyre began to brenne aboute hire sche 
made hire preyeres to oure lord pat as wissely as sche 
was not gylty of pat synne pat he wolde helpe hke -t 
make it to be knowen to aH men of his m^rcyfull -^ace. 

B6 And whan ache hadde pus seyd. sche entrefe/in to Ae 
(^)jOmitted through hoxu^oteL Kestoted pmtly firow Eg* 
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[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

fuyi And ano^ was the fuyre quenched -fc oute. And the 
brondes fat were^^ brennynge becomes red roseres And 
the brondes fat weren not kyndlod nor tend become^! 
white roseres full of roses. And f else ^ weren the first 4 
Eoseres -t Eoses bothe white t rede, fat cuere ony man 
saugh. And ])us was f is mayden saued be the grace of 
god And f erf ore is fat feld clopt the feld of god horysscht, 
for it was full of roses. Also besyde the queer of the 8 
chirche at the right syde as mm comejt doimward ,xvj. 
greces is the place where oure lord was born, fat is full 
wel dyght of marble -t full richely peynted ‘with gold 
syluer azure t ofer coloures. And .iij. paas besyde 12 
is the crybbe of the ox i the asse. And besyde fat is 
the place where the sterre fell fat ladde the .iij. kynges 
laspar Melchior -t Balthazar, But mm of Grece clepen , 
hem fus : Galgalatb Malgalath -t Saxaphie, And the lewes 16 
clepen [hem] in this manere in Ebrew; Appelius Ambrrius 
t Dahasus. Theise .iij. kynges offreden to oure lord gold 
ensence t myrre And f ei metten to gedre f orgh myracle of 
god, For fei metten to gedre in a cytee in ynde fat me?^ 20 
clepe^i Cassak fat is .liij. iourneyes fro BetMeem, And 
fei were9^ at Bethleem the .xiij, day And fat was the 
.iiij. day after fat fei hadden seyn the sterre whan fei 
inette^z in. fat cytee, And ])us fei weiw in .ix. dayes 24 
fro fat cytee at Bethleem t fat was gret myracle. Also 
vnder the cloystre of the chirche be .xviij. degrees at the 
right syde is the chameE of the Innocentes where here 
bones ly 3 n And before the place where oure lord , was 28 
born is the tombe of seynt ^lerome fat was a preest -t a 
CardynaH fat translatede the bible t the psaultere from 
Ebrew in to latyn And withoute the mynstre is the 
chayere fat he satt in whan he translated it. And faste 82 
besyde fat chirche a .lx. fedme is a chirche of seynt 
.Mcholas where .oure lady rested hire after sche was 
lyghted of oure lord And for as nieche as sche had to 
meche mylk in hire pappes fat greiied hire, sche , ,nxy Iked 36 
hem on the rede stones of marble so fat the traces may 
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[CH. X. THE DESERT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

3 it beri sene in the stones aH w[h]yte.{^) And jee schuH 
viiderstonde pat aii pat dwelled! in Betlileem hen cristene 
nie^^ And fere be9^ faire vynes aboiite tlie cytee t gret 
4 plentee of wyn pat the cristene lne?^ ha>^ don let make 
But the Sarazines ne tyle?^ not no, vynes ne fei 
drynken no wyn. For here bokes of here lawe fat 
Makomete betoke hem, whiche fei clepe^z here Alkaron 
8 t snmme clepen it Mesaph -t in anofer langage it is 
cleped Harme And the same boke forbedeth hem to 
driiike wyn, For in fat boke Machomete cursed aH fo 
fat drynke9^ wyn i alle hem fat selle^^ it. For summen 
12 seye fat he slough ones an heremyte in his dronkeness 
fat he loued ful wel And ferfore he cursed wyn t hem 
fat drynken it. But his curs be turned in to his owne 
hed as holy writt seith : Et in veetioem ipsius iniquitas 
16 Eius DESCENDET, fat is for to seye ; his wykkedness 
schall turne -fc falle in his owne heed. ^And also the 
Sarazines bryngen forth no pigges nor fei eten no swynes 
flessch, for fei seye it is brothk* to ma?^ t it was forboden 
20 be the olde lawe t fei holde[n](2) hem alle aciirsed fat eten 
fereof. Also in the lond of Palestyne t in the lend of 
Egypt fei etew but lytill or non of flessch of veel or of 
boef but ho be so old fat he may noniore fcrauayle for 
24 elde, for it is forbode And for because fei hauen but 
fewe of hem, ferfore fei norissche hem for to ere here 
londes. In this cytee of Bethleem was Darn'd the kyng 
born And he haclde .lx. wyfes -t the flrste wyf highte 
28 Michol And also he hadde .cce. lemmannes. And fro 
Bethleem vnto lerwsalem nys but .ij. myle And in the 
weye to lertcsalem half a myle fro Bethleem is a chirche 
where the anngel seyde to the schepperdes of the birthe 
32 of crist. And in fat weye is the tombe of EacheH fat 
was losephes moder the patoiarke. And sche dyede anon 
after fat sche was delyuered of hire sone Beniamyn t 
fere sche was buryed of lacob hir^ husbonde, And he 

(1) wlyte, MS. 

(2) holdem C. 
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[CH. X. THE DESEBT AND BETHLEHEM.] 

leet setfce7^ .xij. grete stones on hire in tokene fat sche 
had born .xij. children. In fat same weye half myle 
fro lerwsalem appered the sterre to the .iij. kynge^, In 
fat weye also be?^ manye chirches of cristene men be the 4 
whiche men gon towardes the cytee of lernsalem. 


OF THE PILGEIMAGES IH lEEC/’/S'ALA^M t OF 
THE HOLY PLACES })FJEABOWTE. 

A FTEE for to speke of Jerusalem the holy cytee 3 e 6 
schuE vndirstonde fat; it stont full faire hetwene 
hilles -t ^fere ben no ryueres.ne welles but water cometh 8 
be condyte from Ebron. And ^ee schuE ynderstonde fat 
lerusalem of olde tyme vnto the tyme of Melchisedech 
was cleped lebus, And after it was dept Salem vnto the 
tyme of kyng Dauid fat putte theise ,i], names togidere 1 12 
cleped it lehusalem And after fat kyng Salomon cleped 
it lerosolomye And after fat men cleped it lerusalem t 
so it is cleped ^it. And aboute lerusalem is the kyngdom 
of Surrye And fere besyde is the lond of Palestyne And 16 
besyde it is Ascolone And besyde fat is the lond of 
Maritame. But lerusalem is in the lond of ludee, And 
it is dept lude for fat ludas Machabeus was kyng of 
fat contree And it marcheth Estward to the kyngdom 20 
of Arabye, on the south syde to the lond of Egipt -t on 
the west syde to the grete see, On the north syde 
toward the kyngdom of Surrye t to the see of Cypre. In 
lerusalem was wont to be a Patriark -t Erchebysschoppes 24 
t Bisschoppes abouten in the contree. Abowten leru- 
salem ben f eise cytees : Ebron at .vij. myle, lerico at .vj. 
myle, Bersabee at .viij myle, Ascalon at .xvij. myle, laff at 
.xvj. myle, Eamatha at .iij. myle And Bethteem at ij. 28 
myle. And a .ij. myle from Bethtoem toward the south 
is the chirche of seynt karitot fat was Abbot fere For 

1. 5, men, repeated xn 0. 

1. 22, to, repeated in 0. 



[CH. XI. JERUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHRE.] 

whom Jiei madeii ineche doel amonges the monkes whan 
he scholde dye t ^it pei he?^ in moornynge ^ in the wise 
fat f ei maden here lanientacioiw for him the firste tyme 
4 -t it is fuii gret pytee to heholde. This contree -t lond of 
leimalein hath ben in many dyuerse naczownes hondes 
And often f erfore hath the contree suffred ineche tribtt- 
lac^ou7^ for the synne of the poeple pat duelle^^ fere. For 
8 fat contree hath hew in the hondes of aii nacyouns fat is to 
seyne of lewes, of Chananees, Assiryenes, Perses, Medoynes, 
Macedoynes, of Grekes, Eomayiies, of Cristenenie^, of 
Sarrazines, Barbaryenes, Tnrkes, Tartaryenes t of manye 
12 othere dyuerse nacyowns. For god wole nob fat it be longe 
in the hondes of traytoures ne of symieres be f ei cristene or 
othere And now haue the hethene men holden fat lond in 
here hondes .xl. 3 ere i more, But fei scliuii not holde it 
16 longe ^if god wole. And jee schnil vndirsbonde fat whan 
men comen to leimalem here first pilgrymage is to the 
chirche of the holy Sepulcre where oure lord was buryed 
fat is wifcAoute the cytee on the north syde But it is now 
20 enclosed in -with the toun waH. And fere is a fuH fair 
chirche ail Eownd t open aboue i couered with leed 
And on the west syde is a fair tour t an high for belles 
strongly made And in the myddes of the chirche is a 
24 tabernacle as it were a lytytt hows made w^ti^ a low lityll 
dore And fab tabernacle is made in manere of half a 
compas right curiousely -t richely made of gold -t azure t 
of ere riche coloures fuB nobelyche made And ^in the 
28 right syde of fat tabernacle is the sepulcre of oure lord 
And tlie tabernacle is .viij. fote long i .v. fote wyde -t .xj. 
fote in heghte. And it is not longe sithe the sepulcre 
was aH -open fat men myghten kisse it -t touche it. But 
32 for pilgrymes fat comen thider peyned hem to breke the 
ston in peces or in poudre ferfore the Soudan hath do 
make a wall aboute the sepulcre fat noman may towche 
it.. But in the left syde of the waB of the tabernacle is 
36 wel the lieighte of a man is a gret ston to the qnantytee of 

a mannes lied fat was of the holy sepulcre t fat ston 
MANDBVILLE. 
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kissen the pilgrymes fat colIle 9 ^ fider. In fat tiiheniacle 
■be^^ no wyndowes but it is aH made light wit^ lampes fat 
hanger before the sepulcre And fere is a lampe fat 
hongeth before the Sepulcre fat 'bre 9 ^neth light -t on the 4 
gode Fryday it goth out be himself [and on f e Pasch day 
it lightez agayne by it self] (^) at fat hour fat oure lord roos 
fro deth to lyue. Also in the chirche at the right 
syde besyde the queer of the chirche is the mount of 8 
Caluarye where oure lord was don on the cros And it is 
a roche of white colour and a lytiti medled wM red 
And the cros was set in a morteys in the same roche i on 
fat roche dropped the wowndes of oure lord whan he was 12 
pyned on the cross -t fat is cleped Galgatha, And men 
gon yp to fat Golgatha be degrees. And in the place of 
fat morteys was Adames lied founden after Noes fiode in 
token e fat thesynnes of Adam scholde be% ^bought in fat 16 
same place And ypon fat roche made Abraham sacrifise 
to oure lord. And fere is an awtere And before fat 
awtier ly 3 n Godefray de Boleyne -t Bawdewyn) -t of ere 
cristene kynges of leroealem. And fere nygh where oure 20 
lord was crucyfied is this writen in Greew: Otheos 

BASILION YSMON EEOSIONAS ERGASA SOTHTAS EMESOTIS GYS. 

Pat is to seyne in latyn : Hic dbus nosw Bex 
ANTE SECCTLA OPBRATUS BST SALTTTEM IN* MEDIO TERRE. 24 
pat is to seye : this god oure kyng before the worldes 
hath wrought hele in myddee of the erthc. And also on 
fat roche where the cros was sett is writen wMixi the 
roche f cise wordes : Cyos myst ys basis toupisteos they 28 
THESMOPY, fat is to seyne in latyn ; Quod vides est 
fundamentuk tocius pidei mundi huius, fat is to seye : 
fat f ou seest is ground of aE the world -i of this feyth. 
And 3 ee schuti vndirstonde fat whan oure lord was don 32 
ypon the cros he was .xxxiij* 3 er -t .iij; monethes of 
elde And the prophecye of Dauid seyth fus: Quad- 
TtAGINTA ANNife PWXXMVS PUI GBNJSiiAOJONI HUIC, fat 

is to seye : Fourty 3 eer was I neighbore to this kynrede, 36 
(1) Eg. 1982. 



[ca. XI. JERUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHRE.] 

And ipus scholde it seme J)c&t the pfophecyes ne were not 
trewe, But fei lorn bothe trewe, For in old tyme mm 
maden o jeer of .x. monethes, of the whiche March was 

4 the firste -t Deceinbre was the lasto, But Gayus fat was 
Emperouy of Eome putte) feise .ij. monethes fere to : 
Janyuer t Feuerer t ordeyned the jeer of .xij. monethes, 
^fat is to seye .ccclxv. dayes without© ]epe jeer after the 

5 prepre cours of the sonne. And ferfore after cowntynge 
of .X. monethes of ,the jeer he dyede in the .xl. jeer, as 
the prophete seyde -t after the jeer of .xij. monethes he 
was of age .xxxiij. jeer i .iij. monethes. Also wiJtAin the 

12 mount of Caluarie on the right side is an awtere where 
the piler lyjth fat oure lord Iheeu was hounden to whan 
he was scourged And fere hesyde .iiij. fote ben .iiij, 
pileres of ston fat aBweys droppen water t summon seyn 
16 fat fei wepen for oure lordes doth. And nygh fat awtier 
is a place vnder erthe .xlij. degrees of depnesse where the 
holy croys was founden be the wytt of seynte Elyne vnder 
a roche where the Icwes had hidde it And fat was the 
20 verray croys assayed For fei founden .iij. crosses, on 
of oure lord -t .ij. of the .ij. tliefes And seynte Elyne 
preued hem on a ded body fat aros from deth to lyue 
whan fat it was leyd on it fat oure lord dyed on. And 
24 fereby in the waH is the place where the .iiij. nayles of 
oure lord weren hidd, For he had .ij. in his hondes t 
.ij, in his feet And of on of f eise the Emperour of Costan- 
tynople made a brydili to his hors to here him in bataylle 
28 i forgh vertue fereof he oueroam his enemyes And wan 
ail the lend of Asye the lesse fat is to seye Turkye, 
Ermonye the lasse -t the more Amd from Surrye to 
lerusalem, From Arabye to Persie, from Mesopotayme 
32 to the kyngdom of Halappee, From Egypt the highe t the 
lowo -t ail the of ere kyngdomes vnto ^ the depe of Ethiope 
•t in to ynde the lease fat fanne was cristenc. And f $re 
was in fat tyme many gode holy men i holy hereinytes of 
36 whom the book of fadres lyfes speketh -t fei ben now in 
paynemes -t sarazines hondes, But whan god all myghty 
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[CH. XI. JEBUSALEM AND THE SEPULCHBE.] 

wole riglit als the londes werei^ lost forgh sjniie of 
cristene men, so scliuH fei 'hen wonneri ajen be cristen 
men forgh help of god. And in myddes of ]?at chirche is a 
compas in the whiche Joseph of Aramathie leyde the body 4 
of onre lord whan he had taken him down of the croys -t fere 
he wassched the wounded of cure lord And fat compas 
seye nie^t is the myddes of the world. And in the chirche 
of the sepulchre on the north syde is the place where oure 8 
lord was put in prisoujt, For he was in pnsou^t in many 
places. And fer is a partye of the cheyne fat he was 
hounden v^ii'h And fere he appered first to Marie Magda- 
leyne whan he was rysen t sche wende fat he had hen 12 
a gardener. In the chirche of seynt Sepulcre was w^ont 
to hen Chanouns of. the ordre of seynt Augnetyn i hadden 
a Priour hut the Patriark was here souereyn. And witA- 
oute the dores of the chirche on the right syde as men 16 
gon vpward .xviij. greces seyde oure lord to his moder : 
Mulier ecce filius tuus, fat is to seye : Womman lo 
thi sone, And after fat he seyde to John his disciple : 
Ecce mater tua, fat is to seyne : lo behold thi moder 20 
And feise wordes he seyde on the cros. And on feise 
greces wente oure lord ^whan he hare the cros on his 
schulder And vnder this grees is a chapeH t in fat 
chapeli syngen prestes yndyenes fat is to seye prestes of 24 
ynde noght after oure lawe hut after here -t all wey f ei 
maken here sacrement of the awtier [of breed] (^) seyenge 
Pater noster t of ere preyeres f erew^t/i, With the whiche 
preyeres fei seye the wordes fat the sacrement is made of 28 
Eor fei ne knowe not the Addiciouns fat many popes ban 
made, hut fei synge ^ith gode deuocioun. And fere nere 
is the place where fat oure lord rested him whan he was 
wery for herynge of the cros. And jee schuH vnder- 32 
stonde fat before the chirche of the Sepulcre is the cytee 
more fehle fan in ony othere partie for the grete playn 
fat is hetwene the chirche -fc the citee. And toward the 
Est syde wit^oute the walles of the cytee is the vale of 36 
P) Eg. 
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losaphath fab tonchetH to the walles as fough it were 
a large dyeh, And ahouen fat vale of losaphath, out of the 
cytee, is the chirche of Seynt Steuene where he was 
4 stoned to deth And fere beside is the gildene ^ate fat 
may not hm opened, be the whiche jate oure lord entrede 
on Palmesoxday vpon an asse -t the 3 ate opened ajenst 
him whan he wolde go vnto the temple And ^it apperen 
8 the steppes of the asses feet in .iij. places of the degrees 
fat be^^ of fuH harde ston. And before the chirche of 
seynt Sepulcre toward the south a .cc, paas is the gret 
hospitaii of seynt lohn of the whiche the Hospitaleres 
12 hadd ^ here foundac^ou^^ And witAinne the palays of the 

XX 

sekeme^^ of fat hospital be^^ .vj. -t .iiij. pileres of ston And 
in the walles of the hows witAoute the nombre aboueseyd 

ti » 

fere ben .liiij. pileres fat beren vp the hows And fro fat 
16 hospitaii to go toward the Est is a full fayr chirche fat 
is dept no 5 ire Dame la graund And fan is fere another 
chirche right nygh fat is dept nosire Dame de latyne. 
And fere weren Marie Cleophee t Marie Magdaloyne 
20 t teren here heer whan oure lord was peyned in the 
cros. 


OF THE TEMPLE OF OUEE LOED ; OF THE 
CEUELTEE OF KYHG HEEOUD; OF THE 
MOUNT SYON; OF PEOBATICA PISCINA, 
AND OF NATATOEIUM SYLOE. 


A nd fro the chirche of the Sepulcre toward the Est 

at .viij, paas is Templum Domini. It is right a 
24 feir hows t it is aH round i high t c[u]uered ’with leed 
•t it is wel paued with white marble, But the sarazines 
wole not suffre no cristene man ne lewes to come ferein, 
For fei* seyn fat ‘none so foule synfuH men scliolde not. 
28 come in so holy place. But I cam ia fere t in othere 
places fere I wolde for I hadde le^^res of the Soudan 
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[CH. XII. THE TEMPLE, SION AND OLIVET.] 

mill his grete seel t comownly o])er men han but his 
signett. In the whiche leiires he commanded of his 
specyali grace to ail liis subgettes to lete me seen aH the 
places t to enforme me pleynly all the mysteries of euery i 
place i to condyte me fro C 3 rtee to cytee jif it were nede t 
bnxomly to resceyue me t my company eH for to oheye to 
aii my requestes resonable fei were^^ not gretly ajen 
the Eyaii power -t dignyfcee of the Soudan or of his lawe. 8 
And to ofere asken him grace, siiche as ban serued 
him he ne 3 eiieth not but his signett the whiche fei make 
to be born before hem liangynge on a spere. And the 
folk of the contree don gret worschipe t reuerence to his 12 
signett or his seel t knelen fereto as lowly as wee don to 
Corpus Domini And ^it men don fuE grettere reuerence 
to his lei^res, For the'AdmyraH -t atie ofere lordes pat 
fei ben schewed to, before or J)ei resceyue hem fei knelen 16 
doun t fan fei take hem t putten hem on here hedes 
•i after fei kissen hem t fan fei reden hem knelynge 
with gret reuerence -fc fan fei offren hem to do aH fat the 
herere asketh. And in this templum domini weren20 
somtyme Chanouns Eeguleres -t fei hadden an Abbot to 
whom fei weren obedient. And in this temple was 
Charlemayn whan fat the aungeE broughte him the 
prepuce of oure lord Ihesu crist of his Circumcisioun And 24 
after kyng Charles leet hryngen it to Parys in to his 
chapeE And after fat he leet brynge it to Peyteres -t 
after fat to Chartres. And ^ee schuE vnderstonde fat 
this is not the temple fat Salomon made, for fat temple 28 
dured not hut .me t ij. 3 eer, For Tytus Yaspasianes 
sone Emperoiir of Eome had leyd sege aboute lernealem 
for to discomfyte the lewes for fei putten oure lord to 
dethe, 2 witAouten leue of the Emperour And whan he 32 
hadde wonnen the cytee he hrente the temple t beet it 
down i aE the cytee t toke .the lewes t dide hem to 

MU i * 

dethe .xj.cm. i the othere he putte in prisoun i soldo hem 


1. 35, Total: 11,900. 
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to seniage .xxx. for o peny, for fei seycle fei bougRte 

ti 

Ihe^u for .xxx. penyes And he made of hem beto’ cheep 

ti 

Whan he jaf .xxx. for o peny. And after fat tyine Thirty Jews 
4 luLiAXus Apostata fat was Emperonr jaf leue to the under^^* 
lewes to make the temple of lerz^salem for he hated Apostate,^ 
cristene me^. And ^it he was eidstned but he forsoke was re^bulit 

and de- 

his la we t becam a renegate And whan the lewes hadden stroyed 

again. 

8 made the temple com an erthequakeng -t cast it dou^ as 

god wolde -b destroyed aH: fab fei had' made. And after 

fat Adryaii fat was Emperonr of Eome t of the lynage Adrian pro- 

1/0ci)6cl 

of Troye made leiwalein a 3 en t the temple in the same Christians, 

12 manere as Salomon made it And he wolde not suffre no 

lewes to dweH fere, but only cristene mew, For aEfougS 

it were so fat he were not cristned ^it he louede cristene 

mew more fan ony other nac^ouw saf his owne. This 

16 Emperour leet enclose the chirche of seynt Sepulcre -t 

walle it witAin the cytee, fat before was w^'tAoute the 

cytee long tyme beforn And he wolde hane chauwged the 

name of lerwsalein t bane cleped it Elya But fat name and called 

20 lasted not longe. Also ^ee schiili vndirstonde fat the 

sarazines don moche reuerence to fat temple t fei seyn 

fat that place is right holy And whan fei gon ^in fei The 

gon barefote t knelew many tymes And whanne my reverence 

the Temple. 

24 felowes t I seygh fat whan wee comew in wee didew of 39^3 
cure school! -t camew in barefote t foughtew fat wee 
scholdew don as moche worschipe i reuerence fereto as 
ony of the mysbeleeuynge mew scholde t als gi'et con- 
28 punctiown in herte to haue. This temple is .Ixiiij. cuhytes its 
of wydeness -t als manye in lengthe And of heghte it is 

XX 

.vj. cubites And it is witwjnne aH ahouto made w^'t^ 

pyleres of marble t in the myddel place of the temple 

32 ben many high stages of .xiiij. degrees of heghte made 

mth gode pylers aH aboute. And this place the lewes 

callen Sajn^cta Banotorum fat is to seye holy of halewes The Holy of 

Holies. 

And in fat place cometh nomaw saf only here prelate 
36 fat maketh here sacrifise And the folk stonden edl 
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abonte in diiierse stages afte f ei be?^ of dignytee or of 
worschipe so fat fei aii may see the sacrifice. And in 
fat temple ben .iiij. entrees t the 3ates be^ of cypress wel 
made t ciiriousely digit And w^’tAin the Est ^ate oure 
lord seyde : here is lerusalem. And in the north syde of 4 
fat temple w^'tAin the ^ate fere is a welle hut it renneth 
noght of the whiche holy writt speketh of -t seytl : Yidi 
AQUAM EGEEDiBNTEM DE TEMPLO, fat is to seyne : I saugl 
water come out of the temple. And on fat other syde of 8 
the temple fere is a roche fat mm clepe^ Moriach, hut 
after it' was dept Bethel where the Arke of god witA 
relykes of lewes weren wont to be?^ put ))at^ arke 
or hucche w^'t^i the Kelikes Tytus ledde w^tA hym to 12 
Borne whan he had scomfyted oR the lewes. In fat 
arke were9^ the .x. commandementee -t of Aarones 3erde -b 
of Moyses 3erde 'with the whiche he made the rede see 
departen as it had be9^ a waH on the right syde t on the 10 
left syde, while fat the peple of Israel passeden the see 
drye foot. And with fat 3erde he sinoot the Eoche -t 
the water cam out of it -t with fat 3erde he dide manye 
wondres. And fere in was a vessel of gold fuH: of 20 
Manna t clothingee t honournementes -t the tabernacle of 
Aaron t a [table](^) square of gold w^'tA .xij. precyoi«5 stones 
And a boyst of lasper grene w^tA .iiij. figures t .viij. 
names of oure lord -t .vij. candelstykes of gold i .xij. 24 
pottes of gold -t .iiij. Censores of gold -t an Awtier of gold 
■fc .iiij. lyouns of gold vpon the whiche fei bare Cherubyn 
of gold .xij. spannes long and the Cercle of Swannes of 
heuene w^tA a tabernacle of gold t a table of syluer -t 28 
.ij. trompes of siluer t .vij. barly loues t aH: the ofere 
relikes fat were^^ before the birthe of oure lord Ihesu crist. 
And vpon fat roche was lacob slepyngc whan he saugh 
the aungeles gon vp -fc dou9^ by a ladder -t he seyde : Yeee 32 
LOCUS isTB SANorus EST i EGO IGNORABAM, fat is to seyne : 
Eorsothe this place is holy -t I wiste it nought. And 


(^) tabernacle, C. 

1. repeated in C. 
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pere an anngel helde Jacob stille t turned bis name -i 
cleped him Israel. And in pat same place Damd saugb 
tbe AuTigeli pat smot the fobs: with a swerd t put it vp 
4 blody in the schethe, ^ And in pat same Koche was 
seynt Symeon whan he resceyued oure lord in to the 
temple. And in* this roche he sette hi?^ whan the lewes 
wolde a stoned him -t a sterre cam donn t 3 af him 
8 light. And vpon pat Eoche preched oure lord often 
tyme to the peple -t out pat seyd temple oure lord drof 
out the byggeres t the selleres. And vpon pat roche 
oure lord sette him- whan the lewes wolde haue 
12 stoned him i the Eoche cleef in two -t in fat 
cleuynge was oure lord hidd And fere cam doun a sterre -t 
jaf light i serued him with claretee. And vpon fat roche 
satt oure lady -t lerned hire sawtere And fere oure lord 
16 for 3 af the womman hire synnes fat was founden in 
avowtrie And fere was oure lord circumcyded And fere 
the aungeH schewede tydynges to zachaxie of the birthe of 
seynt Baptyst his sone And fere ofEred first Melchisedech 
20 bred -t wyn to oure lord in tokene of the sacrement fat 
was to coniene And fere fell Damd preyeng to oure lord 
i to the Aungeli fat smot the peple fat he wolde haue 
mercy on him t on the peple t oure lord herde his preyere 
24 -fc f erfore wolde he make the temple in fat place, but oure 
lord forbade him be an AungeE. for he had don tresoun 
whan he leet sle vrie the worth! knyght for to haue 
Bersabee his wyf And ferfore aE the purueyance fat he 
28 hadde ordeyned to make the temple with he toke it 
Salomon his sone -t he made it. And he preyed oure 
lord fat aE fo fat preyeden to him in fat place with 
gode herte fat he wolde here?i here preyere t grauntew it 
32 hem 3 if f ei asked it right ^ Mlyche And oure lord 
graunted him And ferfore Salomon cleped fat temple the 
temple of conseiE -t of help of god. And witAoute the 
3 ate of fat temple is an awtiere where lewes were^^ wont 
36 to offren dowues -t turtles. And betwene the temple i 
fat awtier was zacharie slayn t vpon the pynacle of fat 
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temple was oiire lord brought for to be^^ tempted of the 
enemye the f eend. And on the heghte of fat pynacle the 
lewes setten seynfc lame t casted hym down to the erthe 
pat first was bisschopp of lerusalem. And at the entree 4 
of pat temple toward the west is the 3 ate pat is dept 
Porta speciosa. And nygh besyde pat temple vpon the 
right syde is a chirche conered vtith leed pat is dept 
Salomones scole And fro pat temple towardes the south 8 
right nygh is the temple of Salomon pat is right fair t 
wel pollisscht And in pat temple diieile the knyghtes of 
the temple pat were^?- wont to be elept Templeres -t pat 
was the fundac^ou9^ of hera ordre so pat fere duelleden 12 
knyghtes i in tbmplo Domini Chanou^s Eeg-aleres. 

, XX 

Fro fat temple to ward the Est a .vj. paas in the cornere 
of the cytee is the bath of cure lord And in fat hath was 
wont to come water fro paradys t jit it droppeth. And 16 
fere besyde is oure ladyes bed And faste by is the 
[tombe] of seynt Symeon. i wtt^^oute the doystre of the 
temple toward the north is a full faire chirche of seynte 
Anne oure ladyes moder And f er ^ was oiire lady . con- 20 
ceyued And before fat chirche is a gret tree fat began to 
growe the same nyght. And vnder fat chirche in goenge 
doun be .xxij. degrees lyth loachym oure ladyes fader in 
a faire tombe of ston And fere besyde lay somtyme seywt 24 
Anne his wif but seynt Helyne leet translate hire to 
Costantynople. And in fat chirche is a welle in manere 
of a cisterne fat is dept Probatica piscina fat hath .v. 
entreez. Into fat welle Aungeles WGre^^ wont to come 28 
from heuene t bathen hem w^'tAjnne t what mm fat first 
bathed him after the mevynge of the water was made 
hool of what maner sykenes fat he haclde. And fere 
oure lord heled a mm of the palasye fat lay .xxxviij. jeer 32 
i oure lord seydo to him: Tolls gbabatum tuujw -t 
AMBVLA, fat is to seye : Take thi bed -t go. And fere 
besyde was Pilates hows And faste by is kyng Heroudes 
hows fat leet sle the Innooentes. This heroude was ouer 36 
1. 1$, temple of - seynt Symeon^ 0, 



[CH. XII. THE TEMPLE, SION AND OLIVET.] 5^ 

moclie cursed t crneli. for first he leet sle his wif bat he Herod’s 

cruelty. 

loiiede right 'vveH -t for the passynge lone pat he hadde to 

hire whan he saugh hire ded he feH: in a rage -t onte of his 

4 wytt a gret while -t sithen he cam a 3 en to his wytt i after 

he leet sle his .ij. sones pat he hadde of pat wyf. And after 

pat he leet sle another of his wyfes t a sone pat he hadde 

wzt^ hire And after pat he let sle his owne moder t he 

8 wolde haue slayn his hroper also, but he dyede sodeynly. 

And after pat, he dide ail the harm pat he cowde or 

myghte And after he fell in to sekness t whan he felte 

1 pat he scholde dye he sente after his suster i after all [i foi. 4i d] 

12 the lordee of his lond i whan pei were comen he leet 

co9nniande hem to prisoun -fc pan he seyde to his suster 

he wiste wel pat men of the contree wolde make no sorwe 

for his deth -t perfore he made his suster. swere pat sche His death. 

16 scholde lete smyte of aH the hedes of the lordes whan he 

were ded t pan scholde aH the lond make sorwe for his 

deth t ell nought t pus he made his testement. but his 

suster f unfilled not his win For als sone as he was ded 

20 sche delyuered aH the lordes out of prisoun -t lete hem 

gon eche lord to his owne [hous] ± tolde hem aH the 

purpos of hire brothers ordynance -t so was this cursede 

kyng neuer made sorwe fore as he supposed for to haue 

24 ben. And 3 ee schuH vnderstonde pat in pat tynie pere 

weren .iij. heroudes of gret nam^ -t loos for here crueltee. 

This heroude of which I haue spoken offe was Hbroud The three 

Herods * 

Asoolonite And he pat leet beheden seynt lohn the Ascaionite, 

* Antipas, 

.28 Baptist was Heeoude Antypa And he pat leet smyte of Agrippa. 

seynt lames hed was Heboudb Agrippa t he putte 

seynt Peter in prisoun. Also furthermore in the cytee 

is the chirche of seynt Sauyour t pere is the left Arm of st. Saviour’s 

Ohurch. 

32 lohn Grisostom t the more partye of the hed of seynt 
Steuene. And on pat oper syde in the strete toward the 
south as men gon to mount Syon is a chirche of seynt 
lames where he was beheded. And fro pat chirche a st. James’s. 

XX 

36 .vj. paas is the mount Syon i pere is faire chirche of Mount sion. 
oure lady where sche dwelled ± pere shee dyed And pere 
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was wont to hm an abbot of Chanou^ts reguleres, And 
fro fens was sche born of the Apostles vnto the vale of 
losaphath. And fere is the ston fat the AungeH 
bronghte to onre lady fro the mount of Synay t it is of 4 
fat colour fat the roche is of seynt kateryne And fere 
besyde is the jate where thorgh cure lady wente whan 
sche was w^tA childe whan sche wente to Bethleem. 
Also [at] the entree of the mount syon is a chapeH -t in 8 
fat chapeH is the ston gret -t large 'with the whiche the 
sepulcre was couered yfith whan loseph of Aramathie had 
put oure lord ferejnne. The whiche ston the .iij. Maries 
sawen turne?2 vpward whan f ei come?^ to the sepulcre the 12 
day of his resurrexioun And fere founden an aungeil fat 
tolde hem of oure lordes vprisynge fro deth to lyue. 
And fere also is a ston in a waH: besyde the ^ate of the 
pyleer fat oure lord was scourged ate. And fere was 16 
Annes hows fat was Bisshop of the lewes in fat tyme 
And fere was oure lord examyned in the nyght -t 
scourged ^ smyten -t vyleously entreted. And in fat 
same place seynt Peter forsoke oure lord thries or the cok 20 
creew. And fere is a party of the table fat he made his 
souper onne whan he made his maundee -with his discyples 
whan he jaf hem his ilesch -i his blode in forme of bred t 
wyn. And vnder fat chapeH .xxxij. degrees is the place 24 
where oure lord wossch ];Lis disciples fete And ^it is the 
vesseH where the water was And fere besyde fat same 
vessel! was seynt Steuene buryed And fere is the autier 
where oure Jady herde the Aungeles synge messe And 28 
fere appered first oure lord to his disciples after his 
Eesurrexiou7^ the ^ates enclosed ^and seyde to hem: 
Pax vobis, fat is to seye : Pees to ^ou t on fat mount 
appered crist to seynt Thomas the Apostle and bad him 32 
assaye his wou^l^des -t fan beleeued he first -t seyde: 
Domixus meus t DEUS MEUS, fat is to seye : my lord -t 
my god. In the same chirche besyde the awteer weren 
aH: the Aposteles on Wytsonday when the holy gost 36 
1, 8, ])at, C, 
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descended on hem in lykness of fuyr. And fere made 
oure lord his Pask with his disciples And fere slepte 
seynt lohn the Euua^gelist vpon the hreest of onre lord 
4 Ihesu crist t sangh slejiynge many heuenly priuytees. 
Mount Syon is w^t^jnne the cytee t it is a lytiH 
hiere fan the ofer syde of the cytee And the cytee 
is strongere on pab syde fan on pat other syde 
8 Por at the foot of the mount Syon is a faire casteS -fc a 
strong fat the soudan leet make. In the mount Syon 
wereri buryed kyng Dauid -t kyng Salomon ± many 
othere kynges lewes of ler^^alem And fere is the place 
12 where the lewes wolden han cast vp the body of oure lady 
whan the Apo^des beren the body to be buryed in the 
vale of Tosaphath And fere is the place where seynt Petir 
wepte full tenderly after fat he hadde forsaken oure lord. 
16 And a stones cast fro fat chapeH is anofer chapeH where 
oure lord was jugged, for fat tyme was fere Cayphases 

XX 

hows. Prom fat chapeh to go toward the est at .vij. paas 
is a depe cave vnder the roche fat is dept the Galylee 
20 of (^) oure lord where seynt Peter hidde him whan he had 
forsaken oure lord. Item betwene the mouTit syon t the 
temple Salomon is the place where oure lord reysed the 
niayde^ in hire faderes hows. Ynder the mount Syon 
24 toward the vale of losaphatli is a welle fai is dept 
l!lATATORiUiii SiLOE -fc fere was oure lord wassheii after 
his bapteine And fere made ^oure lord the blynde man 
to see And fere was yburyed ysaye the prophete. Also 
28 streght from Hatatorie Syloe is an yinage of ston t of 
oldo auncyen werk fat Ahsalon leet make And bo cause 
fere of men clepen it the bond of Absalom And faste 
by is 3 it the tree of Eldre fat ludas henge hhn self vpon 
32 for dispeyr fat he hadde whan he solde and betrayed 
oure lord. And fere besyde was the synagoge where the 
bysschoppes of lewes -t the sarra^ins camen togidere and 
helden here conseiH And fere caste ludas the .xxx. pens 
36 before hem and seyde fat he hadde synned betrayenge 
(^) of, repeated, 0. 
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cure lord. And ]?ere nygli was tlie hows of the Aposiles 
Philipp -t lacoh Alphe. And on fat olper syde of mount 
Syon toward the south be^ondo the vale a stones cast is 
Acbeldamach pat is to soye the feld of blood pat was 4 
bought for the .xxx. pens pat oure lord was sold fore 
And in pat feld ben many tombes of cristene for 
pere ben manye pilgrymes grauen. And pere be7^ many 
oratories as chapelt t hemiyfcages where heremytes were?^ 8 
wont to dueP. And toward the est an .c. pas is the 
charneP of the hospitaP of seynt lohn where mm were^^ 
wont to putte the bones of dede men. Also fro lerwsalem 
toward the west is a fair chirche where the tree of the 12 
cros grew. And .ij. inyle fro pens is a faire chirche 
where oure lady mette w^'t^ Elizabeth whan pei weren 
bothe w^t^ childe t seynt lohn stered in his modres 
wombe -t made reuerence to his creatour pat he saugh 16 
not. And vnder the awtier of pat chirche is the place 
where seynt lohn was bom. And fro pat chirche is a 
myle to the casteP of Emaux. And pere also oure lord 
schewed him to .ij. of his disciples after his resurrexiou?^. 20 
Also on pat oper syde .cc. pas fro lerttsalefai is a chirche 
where was wont to ^ be .the cane of the lyou^ And vnder 

ti 

pat chirche at .xxx. degrees of depness weren entered .xij 
r 

m. martires in the tyme of kyng Cosdroe, pat the lyou?t 24 
mette w-itAaP in a nyght be the wille of god. Also fro 
lerwsalem .ij. myle is the mou92tjoye a fuP fair place i a 
delicyow5 and pere lyth Samuel the prophete in afair 
tombe. And mG^^ clepen it mountioyc for it ^euetli 28 
ioye to pilgrymes hertes because pat pere men seen first 
leimalem. Also betwene leimalem *t the mount of 
Olyuete is the vale of losaphath vnder the walles of the 
cytee as I haue seyd before. And in the myddes of pat 32 
vale is a lytiP ryuere pat me?^ clepen Torrens obdron. 
And aboue7^ it ouerthwart lay a tre pat the cros was made 
offe pat mew jeden ouer onne. And faste by it is a lityP 
pytt in the erthe where the foot of the pileor is jit 36 
1. 2, Alphe or Alphei, C. 
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entered And fere -vvas oure lord first scourged, for he 
was scorged t viloyusly entreted in many places. Also 
in the myddel place of the vale of losaphath is the 
4 chirche of oure lady -fc it is of .xliiij. degrees vnder the 
erthe vnto the sepulchre’ of oure lady; And oure lady was 
of age whan sche dyed .Ixxij. ^eer And heside the sepulcre 
of oure lady is an awtier where oure lord forjaf seynt 
8 Peter all his synnes t fro thens toward the west vnder an 
awtere is a welle pat cometh out of the flome of paradys. 
And wyteth wel pat pat chirche is full lowe in the erthe 
■t sum is aH w^t/ynne the erthe, Put I suppose wel pat it 
12 was not so foimded. But for because pat lexicsaJem hath 
often tyme he^^ destroyed i the walles abated i beten 
dou?^ i tombled into the vale And pat fei ban be^^ so 
filled a^en -t the ground enhattnced, t for pat skyH is the 
16 cliirche so* lowe w^tAin the orthe *t natheles me^^ seyn 
fere comownly fat the erthe hath so beri clouen ^ syth the 
tyme fat oure lady was fere buryed, And 3 it mm seyn 
fere fat it wexeth -t groweth euery day w^t^oute9^ dowte. 
20 In fat chirche were wont to ben monkes blake fat 
hadden hire abbot. And besyde fat chirche is a chapeli 
besyde the Eoche fat hight G-ethsemany t fere was oure 
lord kyssed of ludas. And fere was he taken of the 
24 lewes And pere laft oure lord his disciples whan he wente 
to preye before his passioun whan he preyed i seyde: 
Pater si fieri potest tjzanseat A me calix iste, fat is 
to seye : Pader ^if it may bo do lete this chalys go fro 
28 me. And whan he cam ajen to his disciples he fond hem 
slepynge. And in the Eoche w^t^jnne the chapeH jit 
apperen the fyngres of oure lordes bond whan he putte 
hem in the roche whan the lewes wolden haue taken him. 
32 And fro thens a stones cast toward the south is another 
chapeH where oure lord swette droppes of blood. And 
fere right nygh is the tombe of fcyng losaphath of whom 
the vale bereth the name. This losaphath was kyng of 
36 pat contree ^ was conuerted by an heremyte fat a 
wortbi mm i elide moche gode. And fro fens a bowe 
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drawglit toward the south is the chirche where seynt 
lames t Zacharie the pfophete wcre 7 ^ buryed. And aboue 
pat vale is the mo^^nt of Olyuote And it is cleped so for 
the plentee of Olyues pat growen jjere. ]>at niot^nt is 4 
more high fan the cytee of l^vusalem is And ferfore may 
me';i vpon fat mount see manye of the stretes of the cytee 
And betwene fat mot^nt -t the cytee is not but the vale 
of losaphath fat is not fuii large -fc fro fat mount steigh 8 
oure lord Iliesu crist to heuene vpon Ascenc^ou^^ day 
And ^it fere scheweth the schapp of his left foot in 
the ston, And fere is a chirche where was wont to ^ be 
An Abbot -t Ohanot^ns regwleres. And a lytyE thens 12 
.xxviij. pas is a chapeH -t ferein is the ston on the whiche 
oure lord sat whan he prechede the .viij. blessynge^ -t 
seyde fus : Bbati paupeijes spiifiru. And fere he taughte 
his disciples the Pateb nostb« And wrot it ytith his 16 
fynger in a ston. And fere nygh is a chirche of seynte 
Marie Egipcyane i fere sche lyth in a tombe. And fro * 
fens toward the Est a .iij. bowe schote is Bethfagee to the 
whiche oure lord sente seynt Peter t seynt lames for to 20 
seche the Asse vpon Palme sonday t rode vpon fat asse 
to lerwaalem. And in comynge doun fro the mount of 
Olyuete toward the est is a dasteli fat is cleped Be than ye 
And fere dwelte Symon leprous -t fere herberwed oure 24 
lord -fc after he was baptized of the apostles t was dept 
lulian t was made bisschopp, And this is the same lulyan 
fat mm clepe to for gode herberghgage, for oure lord 
herberwed witA him in his hows. And in fat hoiis oure 28 
lord forjaf Marie Magdaleyiie hire synnes, fere sche 
wissch his feet w^'tA hire teres i wyped hem w^’tA hire 
heer And fere serued seynt Martha oure lord ; J)ere oure lord 
reysed lazar fro deth to lyue fat was ded .iiij. daycs t stank 32 
fat was brother to Marie Magdaleyne -t to Martha ; And 
fere duelte also Marie Oleophe, ])at casteif is wel a myle 
long fro lermalem. Also in comynge dou^ fro the mou 7 ^t 
of Olyuete is the place where oure lord wepte vpon lerw- 36 
ealem. And fere besyde is the place where oure lady appe- 
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red to seynt Tliomas tlie Aposde after hire Assiiinpc^ouw 
•fc 3 af him hire gyrdyli. And right nygh is the ston where 
oure lord often tyme sat vpon whan he prechede And 
4 vpon pat same he schali sytte at the day of doom right as 
him self seyde. Also after the mount of Olyuete is the 
inoi^nt of Galilee, pere assembleden the Apostles whan 
Marie Magdaleyiie cam tolde hem of cristes vprisynge 
8 And {)ere hetwene the mount Olyuete t the mo?mt Galilee 
is a chirche where the angel seyde to oure lady of hire deth. 
Also fro Bethanye to lerico [er fyue myle. Ierico](^) was 
somtyme a lityli cytee but it is now aif destroyed t now 
12 is pere but a lityli village. j)at citee tok losue be myracle 
of god t commandement of the Angel -t destroyed it t cursed 
it -t ali hem pat bygged it a 3 en. Of pat citee was zacheus the 
dwerf pat clomb vp into the sycomour tre for to see oure 
16 lord because he was so litiB, he myghte not seen him 
for the peple. And of pat cytee was Eaab the comoun 
womnian pat ascaped allone YfitJi hem of hire lynage t 
sche often tyme refressched i fed the messageres of Israel 
20 -t kepte hem from many grete periles of deth t pe?dore 
sche hadde gode reward as holy writt sey th : Qui accipit 

PJROPHETAM IN NOMINE, MEO MEiJCEUEM PiJOPHETE AOCIPIET, 
pat is to seye : he pat taketh a p?*ophet 0 in my name; he 
24 schali take mede of the prophete. And so hadde sche, For 
sche propheoyed to the messageres seyenge : Noui quod 
•DOMiNUS TttADET VOBIS TEERAM HANG, pat is tO Seye : I WOt 
wel pat oure lord schal betake 30 U this lond, And so he 
28 dide And after Salomon Naasones sone wedded hire -t 
fro pat tyme was sche a worthi womman ■t,serued god wel. 
Also fro Betanye gon men to flom Iordan by a monn- 
tayne -fc porgh desert -t it is nygh a day iorneye fro 
32 Bethanye toward tile est to a gret hiH where oure lord 
fasted .xl. dayes. Ypon pat hiH the enemy of heH: bare 
oure lord t tempted him t seyde : Die vt lapides isti panes 
PiANT, pat is to seye : sey pat theise stones be made loues. 
36 In pat place vpon the ME was wont to ben a faire chirche, 
(^) Missing in 0. 
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but it is an destroyed so ]?at fere is now but an hermytage 
fat a maner of cristene Tum holden fat ben cleped Geor- 
gyenes for seynt George coniierted beni. Ypon ^fat hiH: 
duelte Abraham a gret while -fc ferfore clepen it 4 
Abrahames gardyn And betwene the hiH t this gardyn 
renneth a lityli broke of water fat was wont to be^t 
bytter, but be the blessyng of helisee the prophete it 
becam swete i gode to drynke. And at the foot of this 8 
hiH toward the playn is a grete welle fat entreth into 
flom Iordan. Fro fat hiH to lerico fat I spak of before 
is but a myle in goynge toward fiom Iordan. Also as mew 
gon to lerico sat the blynde maw cryenge : Ihesu fili 12 
Dauid miserere mbi, fat is to seye: Ihesu dauides sone 
haue merey on me, -t anon he hadde his sight. Also .ij. 
myle fro lerico is flom Iordan t an half myle more nygh 
is A faire chirche of seynt lohn the Baptist, where ho 16 
baptised oure lord And pere besyde is the hous of leremye 
the prophete. 


OF THE HEDE SEE, AND OF THE FLOM 
JOEDAN; OF THE HED OF SEYNT JOHN THE 
BAPTIST, t OF THE VSAGES OF THE 
SAMAEITANES. 


A nd fro Jerico a .iij. myle is the dede see ; Aboute 

fat see groweth moche Alom -t of Alkatran. 20 
Betwene Jerico i fat see is the lond of Dengadde t fere 
was wont to growe the bawme, But mew make drawe the 
braunches f ereof -t beren hem to bew grafed at Babyloyne, 
And jit mew clepen hem vynes of Gaddy. At a cost of fat 24 
see as mew gon > from Arabe is the mount of the Moabytes 
where fere is a cave fat mew clepen karua. Ypon fat 
hiH ladde Balak the sone of Booz Balaam the prest for to 
curse the peple of Israel, fat dede see departeth the 28 
lond of [ludee] (^) -t of Arabye and fat see lasteth from 
Soara vnto Arabye. The water of fat see is fuH bytter 
(1) ynde, MS. 


Zoar. 
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t salt And the erthe were made moyst i weet witA 
J?at water it wolde neiiere here fruyt. And the erthe 
t the lend chaimge]? often his colour And it casteth t 
4 out of the water a thing Jjat mm clepen Aspalt Also gret 
peces as the gretness of an hors ^ eiiery day t on ail sydes. 
And fro ler^^salem to fat see is .CC. furlonges ; fat see is 
in lengths fyue hundred and foiire shore fuiionges And 
8 in brede an hundred' and fifty furlonges And it is dept 
the dede see for it renneth nought, but is euere vnmeu- 
able. And nouther ma^ ne best ne nothing fat bereth 
lif in him ne may not dyen in fat see And fab hath ben 
12 preued many tynies be mm fat ban disserued to be9^ dede 
fat han hen cast ferjnne -t left ferjnne .iij. dayes or .iiij. 
•t f ei ne myghte neuer dye ferjnne for it resceyueth no 
thing w^'tAjnne him that bereth lif. And noma^^ may 
16 drynken of the water for bytternesse, And 3 if a mm caste 
jren ferein it wole flete abouew., And 3 if men caste a fedre 
ferein it wole synke to the botme. And feise hen 
thinges a 3 enst kynde. And also the cytees fere weren 
20 lost because of sjnne [a 3 enst kynde] And fere besyden 
growen trees fat beren full faire apples t faire of colour 
to beholde but whoso breketh hem or cutteth hem in two 
he schali fynde w^tMn hem coles t cyndres jn tokens fat 
24 be wrattho of god the Cytees t the loud weim brente 
t sonken in to helle. Summer clepen fat see the lake 
dalfetidee, summe the flom of deueles ± summe the flom 
fat is euer stynkynge [for fe water fero:ff es stynkand],(^) 
28 And in to fat see sonken the .y. cytees be wratthe of god 
fat is to seyne Sodom Gomorre Aldama Seboym -t Segor 
for the abhomynable synne of sodomye fat regned in 
hem. Eut Segor be the prcyere of loth was saued -t kept 
32 a gret while For it was sett vpon an hiU And 3 it scheweth 
ferof sum party aboue the water t me^^ may see the 
walles whan it is fayr weder -t deer. In fat cytee loth 
dwelte a lytyE while -t fere was he made dronken of his 
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clonglitres i lay witR liem -t eiigendred of hem Moab 
■t Amon And the cause whi liis doughtres made him 
dronken -t for to ly by hem was this : because fei ^ sawgh 
no man aboute hem but only here fader And ferfore Jjei 4 
trowed Jat god liad destroyed aH the world as ho hadde 
don the cytees, as he had don before be !N^oeis flood, 
t perfore pei wolde ly ^ith here fader for to haue issue -t 
for to replenyssche the world a 3 en w^*tA peple to restore 8 
the world a 3 en be hem, for pei* trowed pat per had be^^ no 
mo me?^ in aH the world. And 3 if here fader had not be^^ 
dronken he hadde not yleye w^t^ hem. And the hili 
abouew Segor me^^ cleped it pa^^no Edom And after me^t 12 
cleped it Seyr And after yduinea. Also at the right syde 
of pat dede see dwelleth 3 it the wif of loth in lykness of 
a salt ston for pat schee loked behynde hire whan the 
cytees sonken in to helle. This loth was Araaines sone 16 
pat was brother to Abraham, And Sarra Abrahames wif t 
Melcha Nachors wif were 3 ^ sustren to the seyd loth. 

XX 

And the same sarra was of elde ,iij. 3 eer and .x. whan 
ysaac hire sone was goten on hire, And Abraham hadde 20 
another sone ysmael pat he gat vpon Agar his chambrere 
whan he was but .xiiij. 3 eer of elde. And whan ysaac 
his sone was .Yiij. dayes old Abraham his fader leet him 
ben circumcyded And ysmael witA him pat was .xiiij. 24 
3 eer old, wherfore the lewes pat come^^ of ysaacces lyne 
be?^ circumcyded the .viij. day And the sarrazines pat 
comew of ysmaeles lyne hen circumcyded whan pei bew 
.xiiij. 3 eer of age. And 366 schull vndirstoiide pat w^'tAin 28 
the dede see renneth the fiom Iordan -t pere it dyeth, for 
it rewneth no furpermore And pat is to a place pat is a 
myle fro the chirche of seynt lohn the Baptist toward 
the west, a lytiH benethe the place where pat cristene 32 
mew bathen hem comownly. And a myle from flom 
Jordan is the ryuere of laboch, the whiche lacob passed 
oner whan he cam fro Mesopotayme. This flom Iordan 
is no 2gret ryuere but it is plentefows of gode fissch And 36 
it cometh out of the hiH of lyban be .ij. welles pat ben 
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clepod lor and Dan, and of Jo .ij. welles hath it the 

name And it passeth be a lake Jat is dept Maron and 

after it passeth by the see of Tyberye -fc passeth vnder the 

4 hilles of Gelboe. And Jere is a fiiH faire vale botlie on 

Jat 0 syde -t on pat other of the same ryuere. And(^) 

gon the hilles of lyban ah' in lengthe vnto the desert of 

Pharan And Jo hilles departed the kyngdom of surrye 

8 and the contree of Phenesie And vpou Jo hilles growe?^ 

trees of Cedre Jat hen fuH liye -t |jei heron loiige apples t 

als grete as a inamies heued. And also this floni Iordan 

departej the lond of Galilee -t the loud of Ydumyb -t the 

12 lond of Eetron. And pat remieth vnder ertlie a gret 

weye vnto a fay re playn -t a gret pat is dept Meld an 

in Sarmoye Jat is to seye fey re or markett in here 

y 

langage be cause Jat pere is often feres in pat playn ; And 
16 Jere become th the water gret ^ large. In pat playn is 
the tombe of lob And in pat flora Iordan aboueseyd was 
oure lord baptized of seynt lohn And the voys of god the 
fader was herd seyenge : Hic est pilius ums dileotus 
20 t CETERA, pat is to seye : this is my beloued sone, in the 
which I am wel plesed, heroth liyin. And the holy gost 
alyghte vpon him in lykne.ss of a coluer And so at his 
baptizynge was aii the hool trynytee. And Jorgh Jat 
24 flora passeden the children of Israel ah drye feet And fei 
putten stones Jere in tho myddel place in tokens of the 
inyracle Jat the water wiJtMrowgh him so. Also in Jat 
flora Iordan JnJaaman of Syrie bathed him Jat was fuH 
28 riche but he was mescH -t Jere anon he toke his hele. 
Abouten the flora Iordan ben inanye ehirchos where Jat 
manye cr^’stene men dwelleden And nygh Jerto is the 
cy tee of Haylla Jat losue assay led -t toke. ^ Also be^ondo 
32 the flora Iordan is the vale of Mambre t Jat is a fiih fair 
vale. Also [from] (2) the hiH Jat I spak of ^ before where 
oure lord fasted .xl. dayes, a .ij. myle long [towards] (^) 
Galilee is a fair hih t an high [where] (^) the enemy the 
36 feud bare oure lord the thridde tyme to terapte him i 
(^) men, in C. (®) Tpon, C. (®) from, 0. (*) when, C. 
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schewede him ali the regioims of the world i seyde : heo 

OMNIA TIBI BABO SI CADENS ADORAUi?iJIS MB, pat is to 

seyne : AH this schaH I 3 eue pe jif pon falle t worschipe 
me. Also fro the dede see to goii estward out of the 4 
marches of the holy loud pat is dept the loud of promys- 
sxoun is a strong .casteH and a fair in an hitt pat is dept 
Cabak en Sabmoyz, fat is to seyne Eyally. pat casteH 
let make kyng Baldwyn) pat was kyng of France whan he 8 
had conquered fat lond -t putte it into cristene niennes 
bonder for to kepe the contree ; And for fat cause was it 
dept the Mownt riaii. And vnder it pere is a town fat 
higlit SoBAOH And pere a.H abowte dwelled cristene me?i 12 
vnder trybute. Fro fens gon lne 9 ^ to !N‘azareth of the 
whiche oure lord hereth the surname, And fro fens fere 
is .iij. iourneyes to lert^ealem -t meT^ gon be the prouynce 
of Galylee, be Eamatha, be Sothym -b be the high hiH 16 
of Effraim, where Elchana -t Anne the moder of SaniueH: 
the prophete dwelleden. Jpere was born this prophete 
And after his deth he was buryed at niountjoye as I haue 
seyd 3011 before. And fan gon men to Sylo where the 20 
Arke of god witfe the relikes were?^ kept longc tyme 
vnder Ely the prophete; fere made the pejile of Ebron 
sacrifice to oure lord t fei 3 olden vp here avowes And 
fere spak god first to Samuebe and schewed him the 24 
lnutac^ou^^ . of ordre of presthode t tlie mislerie of the 
sacrement ‘ And right nygh on the left syde ^is Gabaon 
■ fc Bama t Beniamyn of the wliiche holy writt speketh 
offe. And after men gon to Sychem sumtyine dept 28 
Sychar t fat is in the prouynce of Sainaritanes i fere is a 
fuji fair vale i a fructnouse -t fere is a fair cytee t a gode 
fat men clepen Keople. And from fens is a iorneye to 
Tern^alem And fere is the welle where oure lord spak to 32 
the womman of Samaritan And fer was wont to bon a 
chirche but it is beten doun. Besyde fat welle kyng 
Boboas let make .u. oaluerbn of gold t made hem to ben 
worschipt t put fat on at Dan -t fat ofer at Betebe, 36 
And a myle from Syohar is the cytee of Deluxe And in 
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fat cytee dwelte Abraham a certeyii tynie. Syohem is a 
.X. myle fro lerz^sakin -fc it is dept I7eople, fat is for to 
seyne the newe cytee. And nygh besyde is the tombe of 
4:Ioseph the sone of lacob fat gou^rned Egypt, For the 
lewes baren his bones from Egypt -t bnryed hem fere, 
And fider gon the lewes often tyme in pilgrimage y^ith 
gret deuociouT^. In fat cytee was Dyne lacobes doughter 
8 rauysscht for whom hire bretheren slowe?^ many persones 
t diden many harmes to the cytee. And fere besyde is 
the hiii of Garasoun where the Samaritanes makey^ here 
sacrifise ; In fat hilf wolde Abraham haue sacrificed his 
12- sone ysaac. And fere besyde is the vale of Dotaym -t 
fere is the cisterne where loseph was cast in of his 
breferen which fei solden t fat is a .ij. myle fro Sychar. 
From fens gon lne^^ to Samarye fat nie^t clepen now 
16 Sbbast And fat is the chief cytee of fat contree And it 
sytt betwene the hiH of Aygues as leiwalem doth. In 
that cytee was the sittynges of the .xij. tribes of Israel 
but the cytee is not now so gret as it was wont to be. 
20 pere was ^buryed seynt Iohn the Baptist betwene .ij. 
prophetes ; helyseus and Abdyan, but he was beheded in 
the casteii of Macharyme besyde the dede see And after 
he was translated of his disciples t buryed at Samarie 
24 And fere let luLiANr/^f Apostata dygge^^ him vp i let 
brennen his bones, for he was fat tyme Emperour, t let 
wyndwe the askes in the wynd; But the fynger fat 
schewed oure lord seyenge : Ecce Agnus uei, fat is to 
28 seyne : lo the lomb of god, fat nolde neuere bre^ne but 
is aB hoi, fat fynger leet seynte Tecle the holy virgyne 
be born in to the hiB of Sebast t fere maken mew gret 
feste. In fat place was wont to bew a fair chirche -t’ 
32 nianye of ere fere werew but fei bew aB be tew douw. pere 
was wont to bew the heed of seynt Iohn Baptist enclosed 
in the waB, but ‘the Emperour TheojdosiE let drawe it 
out i fond it wrapped in a litiH cloth aH blody And' 
36 so ho leet it to be born to Costantynoe^oe, And 
^it at Costantynoble is the hynder partye of the heed. 
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[CH. XIII. THE DEAD SEA, THE SAMABITANS.] 

And the forpartie of the heejl til vnder the chyn is at 
Eome ill the chirche of seynt Silubstbe, where hew 
Nonnes of an hundred ordres i it is jit aif broylly as 
J?ough it were half brent, For the Eniperour Iulianus 4 
aboueseyd of his ciirsedness t malice let brenne^t pat 
partie with the oper bones i jit it scheweth. And this 
thing hath be?t praiied bothe be Popes -t by Emperours. 
And the jowes benethe pat holden to the chyn -fc a partie 8 
of the assches t the platera pat the hed was leyd in wlian 
it was Slnyte';^ of is at Gene, And the Geneweyes make?^ 
of it gret feste, And so don the Sarazynes also. And 
summen seyn pat the heed of seynt lohn is at Amy as in 12 
Picardye And oper men seyn pat it is the Jieed of seynt 
John the bysschop ; I wot nere, but god knoweth. ^ But 
in what wyse pat men worschipen it the blessed seynt 
lohn holt him apayd. Fro this cytee of Sebast vnto 16 
Ierusalem is .xij. myle And hetwene the hilles of pat 
contree pere is a welle pat .iiij, sithes in the jeer 
channgeth his colour, somtyme grene somtyme reed som- 
tyme deer i somtyme trouble, And men clepen pat welle 20 
loB And the folk of pat* contree pat men clepen Sama- 
bitahes weren conuerted i baptized by the Aposdes, but 
pei holden not wel here doctryne, And atl weys pei 
holden lawes by hem self, varyenge from cristene men, 24 
from Sarrazines, lewes -t paynemes. i the samaritanes 
leeveii wel in o god And pei seyn wel pat per is but 
only 0 god pat oR formed -t aP scliaP dome And pei 
holden the bible after the le^^re And pei vsen the psawtere 28 
as the lewes don And pei seyn pat pei ben the right 
sones of god, And among aP oper folk pei seyn pat pei 
hen best beloued of god, And pat to hem belongeth the 
heritage pat god behighte to hise beloued chUdren. And 32 
pei han also dyuerse clothinge -t schapp to loken on pan 
oper folk han, for pei wrappen here hedes in red lynnene 
cloth, in difference from opere. And the Sarazines 
wrappen jiere hed^s in white lynnene cloth, And the 36 
1. 8, lowes [sic]. 



[CH. XIII. THE DEAD SEA, THE SAMARITANS.] 


73 


crisfcene ine^i fat diiellen in the coiitree wrappen hem in 
blew of yiide, And the lewes in ^elow cloth. In pat 
contree dwellen manye of the lewes payenge trybute as 
4 cristene me^ don And ^if ^ee wil knowe the le^^res fat the 
lewes vsen fei be^ suclie And the names ben As fei 
clepen hem writen abouen in manere of here . A . B . C. 

[Another alphabet.] 


OF THE PROUINCE OF GALILEE i WHERE 
ANTECRIST SCHALL BEiV^ BORN^ OF HAZA- 
RETH; OF 'THE AGE OF OTJRE LADY; OF 
THE DAY OF DOOM, t OF THE CDSTOMES OF 
I AGO BITES, SURRYENES -t OF THE VS AGES 
OF GEORGYENES. 

] ^ROM this contme of the samaritanes fat I haue 
spoken of before gon men to the playnes of 
Galilee And men leuen the hilles on fat o partye. 
And Galilee is on of the prouynces of the holy lond. 
And in fat prouynce is the cytee of Haym t Oaphaiinaum 
12 t Ghorosaym and Bethsatda. In this Bethsayda was 
seynt Peter t seint Andrew bom And fens a .iiij. inyle 
is Ghorosaym t .v. niyle fro Guorosaym is the cytee of 
Gbdar whereof the psauter speketh: Et haijitaui cum 
16 haritantibus OEOAR, fat is for to seye : And I haue 
dwelled with the dwellyngo men in Cedar. In Choro- 
SAYM scliaR Antecrist be born, as snminen seyn, And, 
ofer men seyn he schaR be bom in Babyloyne. For tlie 
20 prophete seyth : De babilonia coluber bxiet, qui 
TOTUM M UNBUM BEUORABiT, fat is to seyne : Out of 
Babiloyne schal come a worm fat sohal dououren aS the 
world. This Antecrist schaH be norysscht in Beth-' 
24 SAYBA t he schaR regnen in Capharnaum And f erfore 
seyth holy writt: Ye tibi Ghorosaym, vb tibi Bbth- 
SAYBA, Ye tibi Capharnaum 1 j3at is to seye : Wo bo 
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Cana of 
Galilee. 


[ifol. 60 aj 
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ruler of the 
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Bndor, 
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Deborah. 


Queen 
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The hills of 
Gilboa 
cursed by 
David after 
Saul's 
defeat. 


Bethshan, or 
Scythopolis. 


Nazareth. 
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to fe Choeosaym, Wo to j?e Bethsayda, Wo to pe 
Capharnauk ! And sE theise townes ben in the Jond 
of Galilee And also the Cane of Galilee is .iiij. myle 
fro IJTazarbth. Of fat cytee was Symon Chananeus 4 
i liis wif Canee of the which the holy Euua^^gelist 
speketh offe. ^ Jpere dide onre lord the firste myracle at 
the wecldy^^g of Architriclyn whan he turned water in to 
wyn. And in the ende of Galilee at the hilles was 8 
the Arke of god taken t on pat oper syde is the niowiit 
hendpr or hermon And fere aboute goth the broke 
of Torrens Cison fat sonityme was dept the broke 
Itadumu. And fere hesyde Barach fat was Ahymelech 12 
sone vfiih sone of Delbore the prophetisse oiiercam the 
cost of yduniea whan Cysara the kyng was slayn of 
GebeB the wif of Aber t chaced bejonde the fiom Iordan 
he strengthe of swerd, zeb and zehee t Salinana -t fere 16 
he slowgh hem. Also a .v. myle fro ITaym is the cytee 
of lezrael, fat sonityme was dept zarym, of the whiche 
cytee lexahel the cursed queen was lady -fc queen fat 
toke awey the vyne of ISTahaoth he hire strengthe. 20 
Paste by fat cytee is the feld Magede in the whiche 
the kyng loras was slayn of the kyng of Samarie And 
after was translated -t buryed in tlie mount Syon. And 
a myle fro lezrael ben the hilles of Gelboe, where Saul 24 
t lonathas fat weren so faire dyeden, wherfore Damd 
cursed hem as holy writt seyth: Montes gelboe neo 
Ros NEC PLUUIA -fc cMmcRA, fat is to seye : jee hilles of 
gelboe nouf er dew ne reyn com vpon 30U. And a myle 28 
fro the hilles of Gelboe toward the est is the cytee 
of Cytople fat was dept before Bethsayn And vpon 
the walles of pat cytee was the bed of Saul honged. 
Afte gon me9^ he the hili hesyde the pleynes of Galylee 32 
vnto bTazareth where was wont to ben a gret cytee and 
a fair, but now fere is not but a lytill village -t houses 
a brood here -t fere. And it is not walled t it sytt in 
a litiH valeye t fere ben hilles aii aboute. J)ere was 36 
1. 6, speketh offe, repeatedyn 0, 
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^ oure lady born, but sche was goten at lertisalem. And 
because pat oure la[d]y was born at ISTazareth perfore bare 
oure lord liis surname of pat town. ])eTQ toke losepb 
4 oure lady to wyf whan sche was .xiiij. 3 eere of age And 
pere GahricH: grette oure lady seyeiige : Aue graaa plena 
dommws tecum, pat is to seyne : Heyl fuli of grace oure 
lord is wit^ pe. And this salutac'iou?^ was don in a 
8 place of a gret awteer of a faire chirche pat was wont to 
be somtyme, but it is now all downe. -t mm han made 
a lityii resceyt besyde a pylere of pat chirche for to 
resceyue the offrynges of pilgrymes And the sarrazines 
12 kepcn pat place fiiH derely for the profyte pat pei han 
pefeoffe And pei beri fuH: wykked sarrazines t crueH -fc 
more dispytous pan in ony oper place t han destroyed 
att the chirches. ])ere nygh is Gabrielles welle where 
16 oure lord was wont to bathe him whan he was jong 
And fro pat welle bare he water oftentyme to his moder 
And in pat welle sche wossch oftentyme the clowtes 
of hire sone Ihesu crist, And fro Iert6saleni vnto thider 
20 is .ii]. iourneyes. At hTazareth was oure lord norisscht, 
I7azareth is als meche to seye as flour of the gardyn And 
be gode skyli may it ben dept flour, for pere was 
norisscht the flour of lyf, pat was crist Ihesn. And 
24 .ij. niyle fro Kazareth is pe cytee of Sephor be the weye 
pat goth fro iN’azareth to Aeon. And an half inyle fro 
I^azareth is the lepe of oure [lord]0, for the lowes ladden 
[him](2) vpon an high roche for to make [him] (2) lepe 
28 dou^^ -fc haue slayn [him](^) but Iheeu passed amonges hem 
•t lepte vpOn another roche -t jit hm the steppes of his 
feet sene in the roche where he allyghto. And perfore 
seyn summen whan pei dreden hem of thofes in ony 
32\veye ’or of ene^iyes ; Ih^scts autem teansiens pee 
MEDIUM ILLORUM iBAT, pat is to scyiie : Ihest^s forsothe 
passynge be the niyddes of hem he wente, In tokene t 
inynde pat oure lord passed porghout the lewes crueltee 
36 i scaped safly fro hem, so surely mowe me^^ passeii' the 
(1) lady, 0. (2) hive, 0. (») hire, 0. 


[1 fol. 50 6J 
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perile of thefes. And fan soy ,ij. vers of the 
psauter .iij. sitlies : Irbuat suFEi? bos formido -t pauor 

IN MAGNITUDINE BRACHfJ TUI DO^ViNB. ElANT IMAlOBfLES 
QUASI LAPIS DONEC PERTRANSEAT POPULUS TUUS DOl/ZNE 4 
DONEO PERTRANSEAT POPITLUS TUUS ISTE QUBAT POSSEDlSTf. 

And fawne may mew passe outew perilo. And 300 
schuii vnderstoiide fat oure lady hadde child wlian sclie 
was .XV. 3eere old and sche was conuersant witA hire 8 
sone .xxxiij. 3eer -t .iij. mouethes And after the passioim 
of oure lord sche lyuede .xxiiij. 3eer. Also fro Nazareth 
mew gon to the mount Thahor t fat is a .iiij. myle i it 
is a fuH faire hiH i wel high, where was wont to bow 12 
a touw -fc many chirches but fei hew all destroyed, but 
3it fere is a place fat men clepew the scole of god, where 
he was wont to tecliew his disciples t toldo liem the 
priuytees of heuene. At the foot of fat liiH Melchisedech 16 
fat was kyng of Salem in the turniiige of fat hiii mette 
Abraham in corny nge a3cn from the batayllo whan lie 
had slayn Abymelech ± fis Melchisedech was botbe kyng 
i prest of Salem fat now is cleped lert^alem. In fat 20 
hiH Thabor oure lord transfigured him^ before seynt 
Peter seynt lohn and seynt lame And fere fei sawgh 
gostly Moyses t Elye the prophetes beside hew^ And 
ferfore seyde seynt Peter : Domjnb bonum est nos hio 24 

ESSE, FAOIAMU/J HIO TRIA TABERNACULA, fat is to SCye : 

Lord it is gode for vs to bew here, make wee here .iij, 
dweUyng places. And fere herd fei a voys of the fadir ^f at 
seyde : Hic est filius meus dilectus in quo miiii bene 28 
COMPLACUi. And oure lord defended hewi fat fei sclioldo 
not teH fat avisiouw til fat he were rysen from deth to lyf, 

III fat hiH -t in fat same place at the day of doom .iiij. 
Aungeles w^tA .iiij. trompes schuH blowen t^reysen all32 
mew fat hadden suffred deth sith that the world was 
formed from deth to lyue. And schuH comeii in body 
[and] (1) soule to juggemewt before the face of oure lord in 
the, vale of losaphath And the doom schaH bew on Estre 36 
(^) Missing, C. 
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day, sucB. tyme as oiire lord aroos, And the dom schal 
begy?2ne such lioure as cure [lord](^) descended to heH: t 
dispo^ded it. For at such hours schal he despoyle the 
4 world -b lede his chosene to bMsse -t the ope^’e schaH he 
condempne to pe?’petueH peynes. And pa^zne schaH euery 
nia;2 haue after his disse?*t ouJ?e?’ gode or euyil hut 3if the 
mercy of god passe his rightwisness. Also a myle fro??^ 
8 moimt Thabor is the mou7it heremon t pere was the cytee 
of Naym. Before the ^ate of p^^t cytee reysed oure lord 
the wydewes sone pat had no mo childre9^. Also .iij. 
myle fro Nazareth is the castell Saffra of the whiche the 
12 sones of zebedee -t the sones of Alphee weren. Also a .vij. 
myle fro Nazareth is the mouwt kayn t vnder pat is a 
Welle And besyde pat welle lamech Noees fader slough 
kaym with an arwe. For this kaym wente porgh breres 
16 t busshes as a wylde best t he had lyued fro the tyme 
of Adam his fadir vnto the tyme of Noe i so he lyuede 
nygh to .M.M. 3eerj And this Lamech was aid blynd for 
elde. Fro Saffra me goth to the see of Galylee t to the 
20 cytee of Tyberye pat sytt vpon the same see And ah 
be it pat me7^ clepen it a see 3it is it nonpar see ne arm of 
the see, for it is but ^a stank of fresch water pat is in 
lengths ,c. furlongas t of brede .xl. furlongas t hath witAin 
24 Mw gret plentee of gode fissch t renneth into horn Iordan. 
The cytee is not fuK gret but it hath gode bathes witAiii 
him And pare as the flom Iordan partetb fro the see 
of Galilee is a gret brigge where mm passen from the lond 
28 of p’omyssiouw to the lond of kyng Baazan -fc the lond of 
Gerrasentz pat bew aboute the flom Iordan And the begyn- 
nynge of the see of Tyberie. And fro pens may men 
go to Damask in .iij. dayes be the kyngdom of Traconye, 
32 the whiche kyngdom lasteth fro mount heremon to the 
see of Galilee or to the see of Tyberie or to the see of 
lenazareth t ah is o see. And this [is] the stank pat T 
haue told 3011, But it chauwgeth the name for the names 
36 of the cytees pat sytten besyde hem. Ypon pat see wente 
(^) Missing, C, 
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cure lord drye feet And pere lie toke vp seynt Peter whan 
he began to drenche w^tAin pat see -b seyde to him : 
Modicb FiDEi, QUAKE DUBiTASTi 1 And after his resur- 
rexiou^t oiire lord appered on pat see to his disciples 4 
•t bad hem fyssche 7 ^ t filled aH the nett full of gret 
fisshes. In pat see rowed oure lord often tyme -t 
pere he called to him seynt Peter, seynt Andrew, seynt 
lames -t seynt lohii the sones of zebedee. In pat cytee 8 
of Tyberie is the table vpow the whiche oure lord eete 
vpon with his disciples after his resurrexiottn -t pei knewen 
him in brekynge of bred as the gospeii seyth : Et cogno- 
VEiivm BUif IN PKAOTiONE PANis. And nygh Jjat cytee 12 
of Tyberie is the hiii where oure lord fedde .v. Mil 
persones w^tA .v. barly loues i .ij. fisshes. In pat cytee 
a maw cast an brewnynge dart in wratthe after oure 
lord -t the hed sinot in to the erthe t wax grene i it 16 
growed to a gret tree -t ^ 3 it it groweth -fc the bark pere of 
is aH lyk coles. Also in the hed of pat see of Galylee 
toward the Septemtryon is a strong castel t an high pat 
hight Saphor t fast beside it is Caphabnauai ; witA 20 
in the lend of promyssiouw is not so strong a castett 
•t pere is a gode touw benethe pat is dept also Saphor. 

In pat castel seynt Anne oure ladyes -moder was bom 
And pere benethe was Centurioes hous. ])at contree 24 
is dept the Galilee of folk pat weren taken to tribute 
of Sabulon -t of iN'eptalym. And in a 3 en comynge 
fro pat casteil a .xxx. myle is the cytee of Dan pat 
somtyme was dept Edynas or Oesaire Philippon, pat sytt 28 
at the foot of the mount of lyban, where the flom Iordan 
begywneth. pere begywneth the lond of promyssiouw i 
dureth vnto Bersabee in lengthe in goynge toward the 

XX 

north into the South t it conteyneth wel a .ix. myles. i of 32 
lengthe, pat is to seye fro lericho vnto lafEe, -t pat con- 
teyneth a .xl. myle of lombardye or of oure contree pat ben 
also lytyht myles ; peise be not myles of Gascoyne ne of 
the prouywce of Almayne, where hew grete myles. And 36 
wite 36 weH: pat the lond of promyssiouw is in Sirye For 
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the Eeme of Syrye dureth fro the desertes of Arahye synaex- 
ynto Cecyle And pat is Ermonye the grete, fat is to 
seyne fro the south to the north, t fro the est to the 
4 west it dureth fro the grete desertes of Arahye vnto the 
west see. But in fat Eeme of Syrie is the kyngdom of its divisions. 
Indee t many oper prouynces as Palestyne, Galilee, lityE 
Cilicye i many others. In fat contree -fc oper contrees The pigeon 

post. 

8 be 3 onde fei ha?^ a custom whan fei schuH vsen werre 
i whan men holden sege ahoute?^ cytee or casteH i fei 
w^tAjnnen dur not senden out messagers ^w^tA lettres pfoi.ssa] 
from lord to lord for to aske sokonr fei maken here 
12 lei^res -t bynden hem to the nekke of a coiner i lete)t the 
collier flee -t the colueren bert so taughte fat fei fleen 
with fo leiires to the verry place fat me^i wolde seiide 
hem to. For the colueres be9^ norysscht in fo places where The pigeons 
16 fei ben sent to -t fei senden hem fus for to beren here 
le^ires. And the colueres retournen a^en whereas fei 
ben iiorisscht -t so fei don comonnly. And aee schuH Variety of 

Christian 

vnderstonde fat amonge^ the sarazines o part -t other, sects in the 

20 duellen many cristene men of many maneres -t dyuerse 

names *t aS ben baptized -fc han dynerse lawes -t dyuerse 

customes. But aH beleuen in god the fader -fc the sone 

■t the holy gost, But aH weys fayle fei in somme articles 

24 of oure feyth. Somme of feise ben dept lacobytes Jacobites. 

for seynt lame coniierted hem -t seynt lohn baptized 

hem ; fei seyn fat a man schal maken his confessiom^ Their views 
' .on con- 

only to god t not to a man, for only to him scholde man fession. 

28 3 elden him gylty of aE fat he hath mysdon. Ne god 
ordeyned not ne neuer deuysed ne the praphete nouther 
fat a man scholde schryuen him to another, as fei seyn 
but only to god, as Moyses writeth in the Bible -fc as 
32 Dauid sey th in the psawter boke : Conpitebor tibi The psalms 
DOMINE IN TOTO CORDE MEO, And: DeLICTUAI MBXTM’ fession. 
TIBI COGNITUAf PEOI t : DbUS Mm$ ES TU -fc CONPITEBOR 
TIBI, And : Quoniam coqitacio hominis conpitebitctr 
36 TIBI -fc CETERA. For fei knowen aH the bible i the psaiitere 
i ferfore allegge fei so the lettve but fei alleggen not the 
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Auctoritees fus in latyn but in liere langage fuH: appertoly 
i seyn wel fat Da'a^(l i of ere propbetes seyn it. llTatbeles 
Theciinrch seynt Austyn t seynt Gregory seyn puSj Augustinus: 

Fathers. 

Qui SCELBRA SUA COGITAT t CONUMSUS PUEJ2IT VBNIAM 4 
[1 fol. 63 6] SIBI CREDAT. ^ Gregori^^S : DoMINirS POOIUS MENTEill QUAM 

YMBA RESPiciT. And seynt Hillary seyth: Longorw 

TEMPORUM CRIMINA IN lOTU OCULI PEJ2EUNT SI CORDIS 

NATA PUERiT ooNPUNGTio. And for sucbe auctoritees f ei 8 

seyn fat only to god scliaH a nia^ knoulecbe his de- 

fan tes, ^eldynge him self gylty t cryenge him mercy t 

behotynge to him to amende himself. And ferfore 

Oonfossion wliau fei wil scbryuen hem fei taken fyre i sette it 12 

of incense, besyde hem t caster per in poiidre of frankencens -t in 

the smoke ferof fei schryue?^ liem to god t crye^^i him 

St Peter mercy. Eut soth it is fat this confessioun) was first -t 
mtrodiiced ^ 

the priest kyndely, but seynt peter the apostle -t fei fat earner after 16 
him han ordeynd to make here confessioun to man 
t he gode resouu. For fei perceyueden wel fat no 
sykness was curable, gode medycyne to leye ferto but 
^if men knewen the nature of the malady e. And also 20 
who is the BO man may aeuen couenable medicyne hut aif he knowe 

physician , ‘ ^ 

of souls, the qualitee of the dede. For o synne may ben gretter 
in 0 man fan in another -t in o place *t in o tyme fan 

in another -t ferfore it behoveth him fat he knowe the 24 

kynde of the dede -fc ferevpon to ^euen him penance. 
Syrians hold f^ere hen of ere fat hen dept Surienbs and bei holdeii 

an inter- i i . 

mediate tue beieeve amonges vs -h of hem of Grece And bei vsen 

position. nil . '' 

Consecra- all berdes as men of Grece don -t fei maken the sacrement 28 

unleavened of thexf bred t in here langage fei vsen leiires of Sarazines, 

bread. o j ? 

hut after the misterie of holy chirche thei vsen lejJ^res 

of Grece -t fei maken here confessioun right as the 

Geor^ans. lacobytes don, pere ben of ere faiS men clepen Georgyenes 32 

J3at seynt George conuerteil -t him fei worschipen more 

fan ony other seynt -i to him fei crien for help t fei 

^lious ^ camen out of the Feme of George ; f eise folk vsen crounes 

their schauen. 2 The clerkes han rounde crounes -t the lewed 

tonsures. 

fol. 64 a] crownes aH square -t fei holden cristene lawe 



81 


[CH. XIV. GALILEE. OHBISTlAN SECTS.] 

as don Jjei of Grece of whom I hane spoken of before. 
Othere pere hen pai me?^ clepen cristene men of gyrdynge 
for fei ben aii gyrt abouen. And per ben opere pat 
4 men clepen Nestorycnes, And sumine Arryenes, Siimme 
Nubyenes, Summe of Grees, sumnie of Ynde t summe 
of Prestre lohnes lond. And all peise ban maiiye 
artictes of cure feyth i to othere pei ben varyannt -t of 
8 here variance were to longe to telle t so I wil leue as 
for the tyme w^t^iouten more spekynge of hem. 


OF THE CrTEE OF DAMASCE; OF .IIJ. 
WEYES TO lEEUSALEM : OH BE LOHDE t BE 
SEE, AHOTHEE MOEE BE LONDE ];>AN BE 
SEE, AND THE THEIHDE WEYE TO lEEH- 
SALEM: AiE BE LOHDE. 

N OW after pat I haue told 3011 su?n partye of folk in 
the contrees before [said] (^) now wil I turncn a3en 
12 to my weye for to turnen a3en on this half. )panne whoso 
wil go fro the lond of Galilee of pat pat I haue spoke for 
to come a3en on this half, men comen a3en be Damasce pat 
is a fuH: fayr cytee t fuH noble -t iutt of aE marchandises 
16 And a .iij. iorneyes long fro the see t a .v. iorneyes fro 
lert^salem. But vpon Camaylles / mules / hors / drome- 
daries i oper bestes men caryen here marchandise thider. 
And thider comen the marchauntes w^t/i marchandise be 
20 see from ynde, persee, Caldee Ermonye -fc of manye opere 
kyngdomes. This cytee founded Helizeus Damascus pat 
was 3oman t despenser of Abraham before pat ysaac was 
born, for he thoughte for to haue ben Abrahaines heir 
24 t he named the toun after his surname Damasce. And 
in pat place where Damasc was ^founded kaym slough 
Abel his broper And besyde damasc is the mount Seyr. 
In pat cytee of Damasce per is gret plenfcce of welles And 
2Sw^tMn the cytee -t wit^oute ben many fayre gardynes 
4 of dyuerse frutes. Hon oper cytee is not lycha in 
(^) Missing, 0 . 
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compansolU^ to it of faire garclynes -t of desportes. 
The cytee is gret -t fuH: of peple i wel walled wtt7t double 
walles. And pere be?i luanye Phisicyeiis And seint Poul 
hiwiself was pere a j)hisicyen for to kepe^ nle^^nes bodyes 4 
in hele before lie was conuerted -t after pat lie was 
phisicien of soules. And seynt luk the El^ua^^gelist was 
disciple of seynt Poul for to lerne phisik i many ofere. 

For seint Poul held fanne scole of jihisik. And neere 8 
beside damasce was he conuerted -t after his conuersiou^ 
he duelte in pat cytee .iij. dayes w^t7ioute7^ sight t 'with- 
oute?t mete or drinke And in po .iij. dayes he was 
ravisscht to lieuene -fc pere he saiigh many preuytecs of 12 
cure lord. And faste beside damasce is the casteli of 
Arkes pat is bothe fair t strong. From Damasce nie^ 
come?^ a^en be oure lady of Sardenak, pat is a .v. myle 
on this half damasce t it sytt vpo?^ a roche -t it is a 16 
fuH faire place -t it semeth a casteli for fere was wont to 
be?^ a casteli, but it is now a fuH faire chirche. And 
pere witAinne 'hen monkes t noj^nes cristene And per is a 
vowt vnder the chirche where fat cristene me^^ duellen 20 
also t fei ban many gode vynes. And in the chirche 
behynde the high awtere in the wali is a table of blak 
wode on the whiche somtyme was depeynted an ymage 
of oure lady fat turnethi into ilesch, but now the ymage 24 
scheweth but litili. But aii weys be the grace of god f e 


[A long gap here occurs in the Cotton MS. As the only alterna- 
tive text is in a more Northern dialect, we print it in appendix.] 


•t fei eten houndes, cattes, ratouns -t aH: opere ' wylde 
bestes. And fei haue no wode or eii lytyH: And ferioie 
fei warmen -t sethen here mete w.itA hors dong t cow 28 
dong't of ofer bestes dryed ajenst the sonne. And 
princes t of ere eten not but ones in the day -t fat but 
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lytiH i pei hen right foiile folk t of euyl kynde. And 
ill some'r be aE po contrees fallen many tenipostes t many 
hidouse tlioiidres ± leytes And slen ineche peple t bestes 
4 also faH oftentyiiie. And sodeynly is pere passynge hete t 
sodeynly also passynge cold And it is tbe foulest contree 
■t the must cursed and the purest pat men knowe^^. And 
here prince pat gouerneth pat contree pat pei clepe^t 
8 Batho, diielleth at the cytee of Orda. And treuly no 
gode nia^t scholde not duelle 9 ^ in pat contre, For the 
lond -t the contree is not worthi houndes to duel! jinie ; 
It were a gode contree to sowen jnne thristeh t breres 
12 t broom -t thornes -t breres, i for j\on oper ping is it not 
good. Natheles pere is gode lond in sim place hut it 
is pure litiH as seyn. I haiie not be?^ in pat contre 
lie be po woyes but I haue hen at oper louden pat marchen 
16 to po contreyes As in the lond of Eussye t in the lond of 
•hTyflan -t in the reme of Crako -t of lette t in the reme of 
Daresten t in manye ofer places fat marche^i to f o costes, 
but I wente neuer be fat weye to ler^^jaleni, Wherfore I 
20 iRay not wel teii 30 U the manere. But 3 if this matiere 
plese to ony worthi maw fat hath gon be fat weye he 
may telle it 3 if him lyke to fat entent fat f 0 fat wolew go 
by fat weye and makew here viage be fo costes mowew 
24 knowew what weye is fere. For nomaw may passe be fat 
weye godoly but in ^tyme of wynter for the perilo ^^5 
watres -b wykkede mareys fat hen in fo contrees, pat 
nomaw may passe but 31 ! it be strong frost -t snowe 
28 abouew, for 3 if the snow ne were mew myght not gon vp 
on the yse ne hors ne carre noufer -t it is wel a .iij. 
iourneyes of suche weye to passe from Prusse to the 
lond of sarazin habitable. And it behoueth to the 
32 cristene mew fat schuH werre a 3 en hem euery 3 eer to here 
here vitaylles irith hem, for f ei schuii fynde fere no good, 
And fan most fei let carye here vitayUe vpon the yse vrith 
carres fat haue no wheeles fat fei clepew Scleyes, And als 
30 longe as here vitailles lastew fei may abyde fere but no 
longer, For fere schutt fei fynde no wight fat wil selle 
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liem ony vitaille or ony thing. And whaw the spyes seen 
ony cristene conle^^ vpon hem ]?ei rennew to the 
towiies t cryen wtt a lowd voys kerra kerra kbrra 
i fan anew fei arme?i hem -t assembte hem togydere. 4 
And 3ee schuH vnderstonde fat it freseth more strongly 
in fo cowtrees fan on this half -t ferfore hath euery mm 
stewes in his lions -t in fo stewes fei ete9^ -t don here 
occupac^ou7is ah fat fei may. For fat is at the north 8 
parties fat mew clepew the septewtrioneS where it is aii 
only cold, For the sowne is but lytiH or now toward fo 
contreyes -t f erfore in the Septemtryon fat is verry north 
is the lond so cold fat nomaw may ducH fere -t in the 12 
contrarye toward the south it is so hoot fat nomaw ne 
may duell fere, be cause fat the sowne whan he is 
vpon the South casteth his hemes all streght vpon fat 
partye. 16 


OF THE CUSTOMES OF SARASmES, t OF HIXiA' 
LAWE, t HOW THE SOUDAIST AEEESOND ME 
AUTOXJi? OF THIS BOOK, AND OE THE BE 
GYNNYNGE OF MACHOMETE. 

N OW because fat I haue spoken of sarazines -fc of here 
centre now 3if jee wil knowe a partye of here lawe 
i of here ^ beleue I schaH tell 30U after fat here book fat 
is dept Alkaron telleth, And summew clepew fat book 20 
Meshap -fc summe clepen it harme after the dyuerse 
langages of the contree, The whiche book Machamete toke 
hem» in the whiche boke amowg of er thinges is writeii, as 
I haue oftew tyme seen t radd, fat the gode schuH gon to 24 
paradys t the euele to helle -t fat beleeuew ail sarazines. 
And 3if a maw aske hem what paradys fei menew fei seyn 
to paradys fat is a place of delytes , where mew schuH 
fynde aH maner of frutes in aH cesouns t ryneres rewnynge 28 
of mylk ”t hony i of wyn t of swete water -fc fat fei schuS 
haue faire houses i noble euery maw after bis dissert made 
of precyows stones -b of gold t of syluer. And fat euery 
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x.v 

mm scliatt haue aiij. wyfes all maydenes -t he schaH haue 
ado euery day w^tA hem -t he schali fy?^de?^ hem ali 
weys maydenes. Also fei beleeuen -fc speken gladly of the 
4 virgine Marie -t of the Incarnac^ou^ And jjei seyii fat 
Marie was taught of the Angel -t fat Gabiieil seyde to 
hire fat sche was forchosen from the begyT^nynge of the 
world -t fat he sche wed to hire the Incarnac^oun of Ihesu 
8 crist -t fat sche co7^ceyued t bare child mayden -t fat 
wytnesseth here boke -t fei seyn also fat Ihesu crist 
spak als sone as he was borii -t fat he was an holy 
prophete -t a trewe in woord -t dede -t moke -t pyto^/s 
12 t rightfuH -fc mtJi oiiteri ony vyce. And fei seyn also 
fat whan the Angel schewed the Incarnac^ou^ of crist 
vnto Marie sche was 3 ong t had gret'drede. For fere was 
fanne an enchauntour in the contree fat deled w^tA 
16 wycchecraft fat men clepte9^ Taknia fat be his enchaimte- 
mentes cowde make him in lykness of an Angel i wente ■ 
often tymes -t lay maydenes ^ t f erfore Marie dredde 

lest it hadde ben Taknia fat cam for to desceyue the 
20 maydenes. And f erfore sche coniured the Angel fat he 
scholde teH hire 3 if it were he or no And the angel 
answerde -t seyde fat sche scholde haue no drede of him 
for he was verry messager of Ihesu crist. Also here book 
24 seyth fat whan fat sche had childed vnder a palme tre 
sche had gret schame fat sche hadde a’ child -fc sche grette 
t seyde fat sche wolde fat sche hadde ben ded; And 
anon the child spak to hire -t comforted hire ^ seyde; 
28 Moder ne dysmaye f e nought, for god hath hidd in f e his 
preuytees for the saluac^oun of the world: And in othere 
many places seyth here Alicabon fat Ihesu crist spak als 
sone as he was born. And fat book seyth also fat Ihesii 
32 was sent from god all myghty for to ben myrour i 
ensainple t tokne to alle men. And the Alkaron seyth 
also of the day of doom, how god schal come to deme aH 
maner of folk -t the gode he schali drawen on his syde 
g6i putte hem into blisse, And the wykkede he schal 
condempne to the peynes of heH, And amonges all 


Teaching of 
the Coran 
on the Virgin 
and the 
Incarnation . 


The Sara- 
cens believe 
Christ to be 
free from 
sin. 


Mary mis- 
took Gabriel 
for the 
enchanter 
Taknia, who 
deceived 
maidens. 


P fol. 66 6] 


Christ com- 
forts his 
Mother as 
soon ns born. 


Perfections 
of Jesus. 


The Coran’s 
teaching on 
Doomsday. 



86 


Jesus was 
mere than 
prophot. 


Tlie Eania- 
dan fast. 

[1 fol. 57 a] 


The Coran 
against the 
Jews. , 


The Sara- 
cens believe 
Judas 
Iscaiiotli to 
have been 
crucified 
instead of 
Clirist, 


for God can- 
not have 
allowed the 
Innocent to 
suffer. 


Many points 
of agreement 
bet'ween the 
fTceds of 
Saracens 
and Chris- 
tians. 


[CH. XVI. MAHOMET AND HIS LAW.] 

proplletes Ihesu was tlie most excellent -t tlie mosto 
wortlii next god, And fat lie made the gospelles in the 
whiche is gode doctiyne t lielef iiH:, fuH of c[h]aritee (^) -t 
sothfastness t trewe precliinge to hem pat beleeuen in god 4 
And pat he was a verry prophete t more fan a prophete 
t lyned wtt^onten synne -t ^af syght to f e hlynde t helede 
the lepres -fc reysede dede men ± steigh to henene. And 
whan fei mowe holder the hoke of the gospelles of cure 8 
lord writer -t namely Missus est Angjslus Gabriel, fat 
gospell fei seyn fo fat hen lettred often tymes in here 
orisou^s -t fei kissen it -t worschipe^^ it w^t7^ gret 
deuoctou^. pei fasten an hool moneth in the ^eer t ot.en 12 
nought hut be nyghte ^ t fei kepew hem from here wyfes 
aH pat moneth. But the seke lne5^ he not constreyned to 
fat fast. Also this book spekth of lewes -t soyth fat fei 
hen cursed for fei wolde not heleueii fat The^u crist was 16 
comen of god -t fat fei lyeden falsely on Marie t on hire 
sone Jhe 5 u crist seyenge fat fei hadden crueyfyed Ihesu 
the sone of Marie. For he was neuere crueyfyed as fei 
seyn, hut fat god made him to stye vp to him witAoutew 20 
deth t witAouteii aiioye, But he transfigured his lykness 
into luPAS ScARiOTH i Mm crucifyeden the lewes t 
wende^^ fat it had hew Ihest^s But Ihe^u steygh to 
henenes all quyk -t ferfore fei seyn fat the cristene nle5^ 24 
erren -t ban no godd'knoulecho of this -fc fat fei beleeue?^ 
folyly -t falsly fat Ih^u crist was crueyfyed. And fei 
seyn ^it fat, t he had be^i crueyfyed, fat god had don a 3 eii 
his right wisness for to suffre Ihesu crist fat was Innocent 28 
to be^ put vpon the cros withoviten gylt. And in this 
article fei seyn fat wee faylen -t fat the gret rightwisness 
of god ne myhte not sufce so grot a wrong. And in this 
f£^yletE here feytB, For fei knoulechen wel fat the werkes 32 
of Ihesu crist hen gode -t his wordes -t his dedes -t his 
doctryne be liis gospelles weiw trewe t his meracles also 
trewe t the hlessede virgine Marie is good t holy inayde^^ 
before -t after the birthe of Ihesu crist, And fat aH fo fat*36' 
(1) claritee, C. 
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beleue^i perfectely in ^od sclinl be^^ saued. And be cause When well 

fat fei gon so ny oiire feytii fei ben lyghtly comierted to 

crisfcene lawe wha^^ mew preche bem And scbewen liem dis- 

4 tynctly the lawe of Ihesu crist -t whan [men] (i) tellen hem 

of the prophecy es. And also ]?ei seyn fat f ei knowew wel 

be the prophecyes fat the lawe of Machomete schaH fayte 

as ^the lawe of the lewes dide And fat the lawe of cristene P foi. 57 6] 

8 peple schaH laste to the day of doom. And 3 if ony man 

aske hem what is hero beleeue, fei answeren fus -t in 

this forme : Wee beleue^ god formyour of heuene i of They heiieve 

^ , , in God, in 

erthe t of all ofere thingos bat he made t \YttAoute^i him Doomsday 

^ or 

12 is no thing made. And we belelle?^ of thay of doom -t fat prophets, 
euery ma?t schaH bane his meryte after he hath disserued 
And we beleue it for soth aH fat god hath seyd be the 
mouthes of his prophetes. Also Maehomet commanded in 
16 his Alkaron fat eiiery man scholde liaue .ij. wyfes or Polygamy, 
.iij. or .iiij. but now fei taken vnto .ix. t of lemmannes als 
manye as he may siisteyne. And 3 if ony of here wifes mys Divorce, 
bereft hem a^enst hire hiishoncle he may caste hire out 
20 of his hous -t departe fro him t take anof er. But he sohaH 

departe w^t^ hire of his godes. Also whan mew speken The Sara 

cens allow 

to hem of the fader -t of the soiie -t of the holy gost bei the three 

persons of 

seyn fat fei hen .iij. persones, but not 0 god, For here 
24 Alkaron speketli not of the trynyte. But fei seyn wel 

fat god hath speche t eH were |he dowmb t god The word, 
hath also a spirit fei knowen wel for eH fei seyn he were The spirit, 
not on lyue. And whan men speken to hem of the 
28 Incamacionn how fat be the word of the Angel god sente 
his wysdom in to erthe -b envmbred him in the virgyne 
Marie t he the woord of god schuH f e dede ben reysed 
at the day of doom, fei seyn fat it is soth i fat the woord 
32 of god hath gret strengthe, And fei seyn fat whoso knew 
not f e woord of god he scholde not knowe god. And fei 
seyn also fat Ihesu crist is the woord of god t so seyth hire 
Alkaron, where it seyth fat the Angel spak to Marie 

(^) Missing, C. 

i. 12, thay = the day, phonetic Or scribal ? 
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and soyde: Marie, god scliaH preche fe the ^gospeH be 
the woord of his niowth -t his name schali be dept Ihesii 
crist. And ] 3 ei seyn also fat Abraham was frend to god 
And fat Moyses was familier spekere w^tA god -t Ihesu 4 
crist was the woord t the spirit of god t fat Machomete 
was right messager of god. And f ei seyn fat of theise .iiij. 
Ihesu was the most worthi -t the most excellent i the 
most gret so fat f ei han many godo articles of oure feyth, 8 
aH he it fat fei bane no parfite lawe i feyth as cristene 
men han. -t fcrfore hen fei lightly conuerted -t namely 
fo fat vnderstonden the scriptures t the prophecy es, For 
fei han the gospelles -t the prophecies -t the byble write 7 ^ 12 
in here langage. Wherfore fei conen meclie of holy 
wrytt, but fei vnderstonde it not but after the lettve t so 
don the lewes. For fei vndirstonde not the lettve gostly 
hut hodyly i f erf ore be^ fei repreued of fe wise fat gostly 16 
vnderstoiiden it. And ferfore seyth Seynt Foul : Liter a 
OCCIDIT, SPi22/yus AUTEif YiuiPiOAT. Also the sarazines 
seyn fat the lewes hen cursed for fei han defouled the 
lawe fat god sente hejn he Moyses, And the cristene ben 20 
cursed also, as 'fei seyn, for fei kepen not the commande- 
mentes i the preceptes of the gospeti fat Iheeu crist 
taughte hem. And ferfore I schaH teF ^ou what the 
Soudan tolde me vpon a day in his chambre. He leet 24 
voyden out of his diambre ali manor of men, lordeo t 
of ere, for he wolde speke w^tA me in conseiH. And fere 
he asked me how the cristene men gouerned hem in oure 
contree, and I seyde him right wel, thonked be god. t he 28 
seyde me treulych nay, for 366 cristene men ne recche 
right noght how vntrewly to serue god j 300 scliolde 3 euen 
ensample to the lewed peple for to do wel -t 366 3 euen 
hem ensample to don euyF. for the comownes vpon 32 
festyfuH: dayes whan fei scholden gon to chirche ^ to serue 
god, fan gon fei to tauernes -t hen fere in glotony ali f e day 
•t aK nyght -t eten t drynken as hestes fat haue no resoun 
t wite not whan fei haue ynow. And also the cristene 36 
men enforcen hem in aH' maneres fat fei mowen for to 
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figliten -t for to desceyuow put on pat other, And pere- 
wilAaH ])ei ben so proudc pat ) 5 ei knowen not how to ben 
clothed, now long, now schort, now streyt, now large, 

4 now swerded, now daggered -t in ati inanere gyses. ]?ei 
scholden ben symple meke i trewe -i full of alniesdede as 
Ihesu was in whom fei trowe, but fei ben all the con- 
trarie -t euere enclyned to the euyii i to don euyH. And 

5 fei ben so coney tons pat for a lytyH syluer fei sellen 
here donghtres, here sustres t here owne wyfes to pntten 
hem to leccherie, And on w^tM^aweth the wif of another 
i non of hem holdeth feyth to another, but fei defoulen 

12 here lawe pat Ihesu crist betook hem to kepe for here 
salnac^onn. And pus for here synnes han J?ei lost ah' 
this lond pat wee holden. For for hire synnes here god 
hath taken hem in to cure hondes, noght only be strengths 
16 of oureself, but for here synnes. For weo knowen wel in 
verry soth pat whan 30.0 semen god god wil helpe 30U, 
And whan he is yfith 3 on noman may ben a 3 enst 30U. 
And pat knowe we wel be oiire prophecyes, pat cristene 
20 men schuh wynnen a 3 en this lond out of oure hondes 
whan ] 3 ei semen god more deuoutly. But als longe as jiei 
ben of foul -i of vnclene ly vyngo as fei ben now wee bane 
no drede of hem in no kynde, for here god wil not helpen 
24 hem in no wise. And fan I asked him how he knew the 
state of ah cristene men -t he answerdo me fat he knew 
ah the state of ah centres of cristene kynges t princes 
i the state of the comounes also be his messangcres, fat 
28 he sente to ah londes in manere as fei wereu marchauntes 
of precyons stones, of clothes of gold -t of othere ^ thinges 
for to knowen the manere of enery contree amonges 
cristenemon. And fan he leet clepe in ah the lordes fat 
32 he made voyden first out of his chambre i fere he scliewed 
me ,iiij. fat weren grete lorde^ in the contree fat tolden 
me of my contree t of manye of er cristene contrees als wel 
as fei had ben of the same contree t fei spak frensch 
36 right wel -t the sowdan also, whereof I had gret memaylle. 
Allas, fat it is gret sclaundre to oure feith t to cure lawe, 
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whan folk J?at hm wit^outew lawe schxiH: repreuen vs -t 
vnderneme)^ vs of oure symies, And fei pat scholden hen 
conuerted to crist -fc to the lawe of Ihe^u he oure gode 
ensainples t he oure acceptable lif to god, t so conuerted 4 
to the lawe of Ihesu crist, ben porgh oure wykkedness t 
euyli lyuynge fer fro vs *t straungeres fro the holy t verry 
beleeve schuii pus appelen vs -t holden vs for wykkede 
Jyueres i cursede. And treuly pei sey soth, Tor the 8 
sarazines ben gode -t feythfuH, Tor pei kepen entieiiy the 
commandeinent of the holy hook Alkaron pat god sente 
hem he his message?* Macliomet, to the whiche, as pei seyn, 
Seynt Gabrieli the aungel often tyme tolde the wille of 12 
god. And 3 ee schuii vnderstonde pat Machamote was 
horn in Arahye^ pat was first a pore knaue pat kepte 
Canieles pat wenten ‘with Marchantes for marchandise ; -t 
so befell pat he wente with the inarch andes in to Egipt 16 
t pei weren panne cristene in po partyes. And at the 
desertes of Arabye he wente in to a chapoH xvhere a 
Eremyte duelte, And whan he cntred in to the chapeH 
pat was hut a lytiH t a low thing -t had but a lityl dove 20 
t a low, pan the entree began to wexe so gret t so large 
i so high as pongh it had ben of a gret inynstre or the 
3 ate ^ of a paleya. And this was the firste myraclo the 
sarazins seyn pat Machomete dide in his ^outhe. After 24 
began he for to wexe wyse and riche i he was a gret 
Astronomer -t after he was gouernour -t prince of the 
lond of CoiTodane i he gcuerned it full wisely in such 
manere pat whan the prince was ded he toke the lady to 28 
wyfe, pat highte Gadrige. And Machomete feif often in 
the greto sikeness pat men callen the fallynge euyli, 
Wherfore the lady was fuli sory pat euere sche toke hi?n . 
to husbonde. Eut Machomete made hire to beleeue pa^ 32 
all tyines whan he fell so Gabriel the angel cam for to 
speke with hi?n -t for the gret light t brightness of the 
angeh he myghte not susteyne him fro fallynge; And 
perfore the sarazines seyn pat Gabriel cam often to speke 36 
with him. This Machomete regned in Arabye the jeer 
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of oure lord Ihesii crisfc .vj. C. t .x. and was of the 
geiierac^onw of ysmael pat was Abrahames sone pat he 
gat vpoii Agar his chamberere. And perfore per 'be^^ 
4 sarazines pat hen dept Ismaelytenes, -t su^mne Agaryenes 
of Agar -t the opere prop urly ben dept Sarrazines of .Sarra 
i siimme ben dept Moabytes t snmme Anioiiytes for the 
.ij. sones of loth, Moab -t Amon pat he begatt on his 
8 doughtres, pat weren aftirward grete erthely princes. 
And also Madiomete loued wel a gode beremyte ^at 
duelled in the desertes a myle fro pat Mou7it Synay in 
the weye pat men gon fro Arabye toward Caldee i toward 
12 ynde, o day‘iourney fro the see, where the marchauntes 
of Yeriyse comen often for marchandise. And so often 
wente Madiomete to this hcremyte pat all liis men weren' 
wrothe for he wolde gladly here this heremyte preche t 
16 make his men wake ail nyght, -fc ferfore his men 
foiighten to putte the heremyte to deth. -t so befeH 
vpon a nyght pat Machoraete was dronken of gode wyn ^ i 
he fen on slepc -t his men toke Machoihetes swerd out of 
20 his scbethe whils ho slepte t pere 'with pei slowgh this 
heremyte i putte^t his swerd al blody in his schethe 
a 3 en. And at niorvve 'whan he fond the heremyte ded 
he was full sory t wroth i wolde bane don his men 
24 to deth, but pei aH with on accord [said] (^) pat he himself 
had slayn him whan he was dronken i schewed him his 
swerd aH blody t he trowed pat pei hadden seyd soth. 
And pan he cursed the wyn t aH po pat drynken it, 
28 And perfore sarrazines pat ben deuout drynken neuere 
no wyn; but sumine drynken it preuyly, For 3 if pei 
dronken it openly pei scholde ben repreued. But pei 
drynken gode beuerage t swete t norysshynge pat is 
32 made of GalameH -t pat is pat men maken sugre of, 
pat is of right gode sauour -t it is gode for the breest. 
Also it befalleth sumtyme pat cristene men becomen 
sarazines ouper for pouertee or for sympleness or elles 
36 for here owue wykkedness ; And perfore the Archihamyn 
(^) Missing, 0, 
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how ad- 
initted by 
Saracen 
divines. 


[ifol. 60?>] 


The English 
alphabet hss 
two extra 
letteis. 


or the Flamyn, [as](^) oiire E[r]chel)issliopp( 2 ) or Bisshopp, 
Whan he resceyuetfi hem seyth fiis : La ellec olla 
SYLA Machomet rores ALLA, ’^ot is to seye pere is no 
god but on -t Machomete his messager. Now I haue 4 
told jpii a party of here la we t of here custonies I schal 
seye jou of here lettres fat fei haue w^'tA here names t 
the manere of hire figures, What fei bew. 

[Another alphabet.] 

And .iiij. le^ires f ei haue more fan ofere for dyuersitee 8 
of hire langage ^ t speche, for als moche as f ei speken in 
here throtes. And wee in Englond haue in oure langage 
i speche .ii. lettres mo fan fei haue in hire .a.b.c. -t fat 
is : pi S, the whiche ben dept forn -t 3003. 12 

(^) os, 0. (**) Echebisshopp, C. 



[PART SECOND: 

THE COUNTRIES BEYOND THE 
HOLY LAND.] 




Ch. XVIT. 


OF THE LONJD^^ OF ALBANYE AND OF 
LIBYE; OF THE WISSHINGES FOE WACCH- 
INGE OF THE SP^i^HAXJK, i OF NOES 
SCHIPPE. 

"1^ OW sitR I haiie told 3011 befoxn of the holy lond -t 
-L^ of fat contree ahoiiteu -t of many weyes for to 
go to fat loud t to fe nioiwt Syiiay -t of Babyloyne 
4 the more t the less -t to ofer places fat I haue >s})okeii 
beforn, now is tyme 3if it lyke 3011 for to teli 30U of the 
marches i lies i dyiierse bestes t of dynerse folk be30iid 
theise marches. For in fo contrees be3onden be^^ many 
8 dyuerse contrees t many grete kyngdomes fat ben departed 
be the .iiij. flodes fat comen from paradys terrestre. For 
Mesopotayme -fc the kyngdom of Oaldee -fc Arabye be7^ 
betwene the .ij. ryuefes of Tygre i of Eiifrates, And tlie 
12 kyngdom of Mede t of Persye ben betwene the ryiwes 
of Nile -t of Tygres. And the kyngdom of Syrie where 
of I haue spoken beforn -fc Palestyne -fc Phenicye ben 
betwene Eufrntes t the se Medyterrane* The whiche see 
16 duretli in lengths fro Mayrok vpon the see of Spayne 
vnto the grete see, so fat it lasteth be3onde Costanty- 
nople ,MMM. i .xl. myles of lombardye. And toward 
the see Occyan i Inde is the kyngdom , of Sliithie 
20 fat is all closed mth hides And after vnder Schithie t 
fro the see of Caspie vnto the flom of Thamy is 
Amazoyite fat is the lond of femynyb, where fat nonian 
is h\\[t] only ad wommen. And after is Alhanye a fuH: 
24 gret reme, And it is dept Alhanye be cause fafc. the folk 
ben whitere fere fan in of er marches fere ahouten ; And 
in fat contree ben so gret hounded i so stronge fat fei 
assaylen lyouns -t slen hem. And f anne after ^is Hircanye 
28 Bactrie Hiherye i many of er kyngdomes. And betwene 
the rede see i the see occyan toward the south- is the 
kyngdom of Ethiopo -t of libye the liyere, The whiche lond 
of Lybye fat is to seyne libye the lowe fat begynneth at 
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[1 fol. 61a] 
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the see of Spayne fro feus whore the pyleres of herciiles 
be?^ And dureth vnto aneynte^ Egipt -i toward Ethiope. 

In pat coiitre of Hbye is the see more high fan the lond 
■t it semeth fat it wolde conere the (^) erthe t natheles 4 
3 it it passeth not his markes. And me^^ seen in fat 
coutre a lnou^^tayne to the whiche nomaw come. In this 
loud of libye whoso tiirneth toward the Est the schadewe 
of himself is on the right syde And here in oiire contree 8 
the sell ad we is on the left syde. In fat see of libye is 
no fissch, for fei mowe not lyve ne dure (^) for the 
gret hete of the sonne, because fat the water is euermore 
boyllynge for the gret hete. And many of ere (^) londes fer 12 
hew, fat it were to long to telle or to noinbrew, But of 
sum parties I schaB speke more pleynly here after. 
Whoso wil fawne gon toward Tartarie, toward Persie, 
tow-ard Caldee -t toward ynde, he most entre the see at 16 
Gene or at Yenyse or at sum other hauene fat I haue 
told 30 U before ; And faw passe mew the see t arryuew at 
Trapazond fat is a gode cytee t it was wont to hew the 
hauene of Pountz. pere is the hauene of Persanes t of 20 
Medaynes t of the marches fere be 3 onde. In fat cytee 
lyth seyiit Athanasie fat was Bisshopp of Alisandre 
fat made f e psalm : Quicumque wlt. This Athanasius 
was a gret doctour of dyuynytee t because fat he preched 24 
■t spak so depely of dyuynytee t of the godhede he was 
accused to the Pope of Eome fat he was an heretyk, 
Wherfore the Pope sente after hym putte him in 

presouw. And wliils he was in presouw he made fat 28 
psalm t sente it to the Pope -t* seyde fat 3 if he were an 
heretyk fan was fat heresie, for fat he seyde was his 
beleeue. And whan the Pope saugh it t had examyned 
it, fat it was perfite t gode i verryly oure feyth -t oure 32 
beleeue, he made him to hew delyuered out of presouw t 
commanded fat psalm to bew seyd euery day at pryme -t 
so he held Athanasie a gode maw. But he wolde neuere 
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(*) lond, cancelled, C. {*) for, repeated, C. 

(®) o])eres, C. 
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go to his bisshoprichc a^en because pat pei accused him of 
heresye. Trapozond was wont to hen holder of the The Empire 
Emperour of Costajatynople, But a gret man pat he sente ^ond. • 

4 for to kepe the con tree a3enst the Turkes vsurped the lond 
t helde it to him self t cleped him Emperour of Trapa- 
zond. And from pens men gon thorgh litili Ermonye, Armenia. 
And in pat con tree is an old casteH pat stont vpon a roche 
8 the whiche is cleped the ca&teH of the Sparrehawk, pat The castle 
is be^onde the cytee of layays beside the town of Sparrow- 
Pharsipee pat belongeth to the lordschipe of Cruk pat 
is a riche lord t a gode cristene man j Where men fynden 
12 a Sparehauk vpon a perch e right fair -t right wel made -t 

a faire lady of fayrye pat Icejieth it. And who pat wil whoever 

Welt/CllBS 

wake pat Sparhauk .vij. dayes -t .vij. nyglites t as summe hawk^shaii 
men seyn .iij. dayes -t .iij. nyghtes w^t^outen company e first wish. 
16 t w^tAonten sleep, pat faire lady schal 3euen him whan he 
hath don the first wyssch pat he wil wyssche of erthely 
thinges; b pat hath ben proued often tymes. And o a king of 
tyme befell pat a kyng of Ermonye pat was a worthi wished for 
20 knyght ± a doughtjr man t a noble prince woke pat hauk fairy's love, 
sum tyme -t at the ende of .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes the 
lady cam to him t bad him wisschen : for he had wel 
disserued it. And he answerde pat he was gret lord ynow 
24 t wel in pees ^ t hadde ynowgh of worldly richess t pe?’fore P foi. 62 a] 
he wolde wisshe?^ non op<?r thing but the body of pat 
faire lady to haue it at his wille. And sche answerde him 
pat he knew not what he asked -t seyde pat he was a fool 
28 to desire pat he myghte not haue for sche seyde pat he 
scholde not aske but erthely thing, for sche was non 
erthely thing, but a gostly thing. And the kyng seyde 
pat he ne wolde asken non oper thing. And the lady 
32 answerde : sythe pat I may not w^tZfdrawe 30U fro 3oUre 

lewed courage I schal seue 30U w^t^outen wysschinge t to she gives 

^ ^ ^ ^ liig 

%11 hem pat schuH com of 30U. Sire kyng 366 schuH haue 
werxe w^'t/muten pees t aH: weys to the .ix. degree jee 
■36 schuH ben in snbieccioun of 3011x6 enemyes -t ^ee schuH 
ben nedy of aH godes. And neuere sithen noUther the 

MANDEVILLB. H 
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kyng of Ermonye ne the contree werew iieuer in pees ne 

f»ei hadden nener sitlien pleiitee of godes t pei lla?^ be^i 

A poor sithen aliweyes vndef tribute of the sarrazines. -Also the 
man’s son i i i i ti. >1 

wished for sone of a pore man woke \>at bauke t wissned hat he mygnte ^ 

wealtli, and ^ ^ ^ j i 

obtained it. cheue wel t to hen happy to marchandise t the lady graunted 
him And he becam the most riche t the most famouse 
marchant p(zt myghte ben on see or on er.the. And he 
becam so riche pat he knew not the .M. part of pat he 8 
hadde -t he was wysere in wisschinge pan was pe hyng. 
A^topkr Also a knyght of the temple wooke pere -fc wyssched a 
Sways full eneremore fuh of gold -t the lady graunted him. But 

of gold. g<3]^e seyde him pat he had asked the destrucctoun of here 12 
ordre for the trust i the affiance of pat purs t for the grete ^ 
pryde pat pei scholde haue^t -t so it was. And perfore 
loke he kepe him wel pat schaH wake, Eor 3 if he slepe he 
is lost pat neuere mm schaH seen him more. This is not 16 
' the right weye for to go tp the parties pat I haue nempned 
before, hut for to see the merueyle pat I haue spoken of, 

0 foi. 62 b] ^And perfore whoso wii go right weye, men gon from 

TRAPAZOiYD toward Ermonye the grete vnto a cytee pat is 20 
Brzerum. clept Artyroun : was wont to hew a gode cytee i a 

plentifoti 5 , but the Turkes ha^^ gretly wasted it. Jpere 
ahoute groweth no wyn ne frut hut lityli or eli non. In 
this lond is the erthe more high pan in ony oper t pat 24 
Subterra- maketh gvet cold And pere hen many gode watxes t 
Sreams gode welles pat come?i vnder erthe fro the flom of Paradys 
Euphrates, pat is clept Eufrates, pat is a iomeye hesyde pat cytee. 

And pat ryuere cometh towardes ynde vnder erthe t 28 
resorteth into the lond of Altazar And so passe men be 
this Ermonye t entrew the see of Persie. Era pat cytee 
of Artyrou^^ go men to an hill pat is clept Sabissocolle ; 
Ararat. And pere hesyde is anoper iiiH pat men clepen Ararath, 32 
but pe lewes clepen it Taneez, where hToes schipp rested 
•b 3 it is vpon pat montayne, And men may seen it a ferr 
Soma claim in cleer weder. And pat montayne is wel a .vij. myle 
touted high And summon seyn pat pei ban seen t touched the 36 

Ark. schipp t put here fyngres in the parties where the feend 
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went out. Whan fat iToe seycle: Benedicitb, But fei fat 
seyn suclie woordes seyn here wille. For a man may 
not gon vp the montayne for gret plentee of snow fat is 
4 aBweys on fat montayne nouf er somer ne wynter, so fat 
noraa^i may gon vp fere ne neuere man dide sithe the tyme 
of ]!Toe saf a monk fat be the grace of god broughte on 
of the .plankes doim, fat ^it is in the mynstre at the foot 
8 of the montayne. And. besyde is the cytee of Dayne fat 
I^'oe founded, And faste by is the cytee of Any in the 
whiche were wont to be9^ a .M. chirches. But vpon fat 
montayne to gon vp this monk had gret desir And so vpon 
12 a day he ^wente vp And whan he was vpward the ,iij. 
part of the montayne he was so wery, fat he myghte no 
ferthere and so he rested him t fell oslepe. And whan 
he awook he fonde hi?w self liggynge at the foot of the 
16 montayne And fan he preyede deuoutly to god fat he 
wolde vouchesaf to suifre him gon vp. And an angeh 
cam to him -t seyde fat he scholde gon vp And so he 
dide, And sith fat tyme neuer nou ; wherfore me9^ 
20 scholde not beleeve suche woordes. Fro fat montayne go 
me^^ to the cytee of Thaueiso fat was wont to be^i 
dept Faxis fat is a fuH: fair cytee t a gret i on of the 
beste fat is in the w'orld for marchandise. t)ider coinen 
24 aB marchamites for to byen auoir de poys and it is 
in the lond of the Emperour of Persie And mew- seyn fat 
the Emperour taketh more gode in fat cytee for custom of 
marchandise fan doth the ricchest cristene kyng of aB his 
28 reme f at lyueth ; For the toBi the custom of his marchantes 
is w^tAoutew estymacyouw to bew nombred. Beside fat 
cytee is an hiB of salt And of fat salt euery mm taketh 
what he wil for to salte witA to liis nede. f)ere duellen 
32 many cristene mew vndir tribute of Sarrazines. And fro 
fat cytee mew pasaen be many townes i casteB in goynge 
toward ynde vnto f e cytee of Sadonye fat is a .x. iourneyes 
fro Thauriso t it is a fuB noble cytee i a gret. And fere 
36 duelleth the Emperour of Persie in somer for the contree 
is cold ynow fere bew gode ryueres beiynge schippes. 
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[1 fol. 63 a] 
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Alter go nle3^ ilio weye toward yiide be many iorneycs i 

Cassan. be many controyes vnto the cytee pat is dept Cassak pat 

is a fiili noble cytee t a plentyfow.5 of comes -t wynes 

[1 foi. 63&] t of aH oper godes. This ^is the cytee where the .iij. 4 

kynges metten togedre whan pei •wentcn to seche7^ oure 

lord in Eethlem to worscbipe him -t to preseiite him w^th 

gold, ensence i inyrre. And it is from pat cytee to 

Bethleem .liij. iourneyes. Fro pat cytee me?i gon to 8 

Geth. anoper cytee pat is dept Geth pat is a ionrneye fro the see 

pat men depen the gravely see. J)ab is the beste cytee 

pat the Emperonr of Persie hath in aH his lond And pei 

depen flessch pere Dabago i the wyn vata. And. the 12 

Christians paynemes seyn pat no cristene man may not longe duelle 
soon die 

there. ne eiiduren w^'th the lif in pat cytee, but dyen w^tAin 
schort iyme i noman knoweth not the cause. After gon 
men be many cytees -t townes t grete contrees pat it 'were 16 
to longe to tell vnto the cytee of Cornaa pat vras wont to 
be so gret pat the walles abonten helden .xxv. myle 
aboute. the walles schewen ^it, but it is not aH enhabited. 

Fro Cornaa go men be many londes * many cytees i 20 
townes vnto the lond of Iob, And pere endeth the lond 
of the Emperonr of Pejssie. And ^if jee wole kno'we 
the lettres of Persaynes -t what names pei han, pei ben 
suche as I last deuysed 30U, bnt not in sownynge of here 24 
woordes. 

Ch.xvnL OF THE LOND OF IOB t OF HLS AGE; 

OF THE AEAY OF MEN OF CALDEE; OF 
THE LOND WHEEA^ WOilfMEN DUELLE 
WiTZTOUTEA COAfPANYE OF MEA^; OE THE 
KNOULEOHE t Y^igTUES OE THE YA^i^KAY 
DYAMAUYT. 

A fter the departyng fro Goemaa men entren into 
pe lond of Iob lat is a fuH fair contree -t a 

of Job. 

plentyfon^ of aH godes, And men depen pat lond the 28 
inTemau, lond of Sweze. In :paif lond is the cytee of Thbman. 
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lob was a payneem t be was Are of Gosra is sone ■*. 
held fat lend as prynce of that contree -fc be was so 
ricbe fat be knew not the bundred ^part of bis godes, Cfoi. 64 a] 

4 And aii fougb he were a payneem. natbeles be senied 

wel god after bis lawe And onre lord toke bis seruice 
to bis plesance. And whan be fell in ponerte he -was 
.Ixxviij. 3eer of age. And after whan god bad preued his 
8 pacyence i it was so gret, he brougbte him a36n to ricbess 
■t to beere estate fan be was before. And after fat be 
was kyiig of ydtjmye after kyng Esau. And whan be 
was kyng be was dept Iobab And in fat kyngdoni JobidonU- 

12 be lyiiede after .dxx. 3er And so be was of age whan Jobab. 

be dyed .ccxlviij. 3eer. In pat lond of lob fere nys no 
defante of no fing fat is nedefnii to ma^nes body. 
pere be7^ billes where mew geten gret plente of Manna, Manna. 

16 in gretter babuwdance fan in ony other contree. This 
Manna is dept bred of aungeles -t it is a white fing 
fat is fiiH: swete t right delicyows t more swete fan bony 
or sugre and it cometh of the dew of benene fat falleth 
20 vpow the berbes in fat contree And it congeleth t 
becometh aH: white -t swete. And mew puttew it in 
raedicynes for ryebe mew to make the Wombe lax t 
to purge euyli blode, for it denseth the blood -i putteth 
24 out malencolye. This lond of Iob marcheth to the 

kyngdom of Caldee; This lond of Caldee is fu31 gret ciiaidaea. 

•fc the langage of fat contree is more gret in sownyngo 
fan it is in ofer parties be3onde fe see. Men passen 
28 to go be3ondc be the tour of Babiloyne the grete of the 
wliicbe I haue told 30U before, where fat aB the langages 
werew first ebaunged; And fat is a .iiij. iorneyes fro Caldee. 

In fat reme bew faire mew t f ei gon faB nobely arrayed Men are 

* ^ ' , fair and 

32 in clothes of gold orfrayed ^ -fc apparayled w^t/t grete wear line 

j^arxiientp. 

perles -fc precyowe stones fuB nobely, -fc the wommen Wojnenare 
bew right foule -t euyS: arrayed -fc fei gow aH bare fote 
•t clothed in euyU garnementes large wyde’ but fei bew [ajoi. C46] 

36 seborte to the knees -t longe sieves douw to the feet lych 
a Monkes frokke i here sieves bew bongywg douw to the 
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feet ; And j^ei lian gret lieer -t long hawgiwge aboiite here 
scliuldres. And fei he^^ blake •vvow^me^^, foule -t hidouse ; 
And treuly as foule as pei ben als euele pei ben. In 
Hur. pat kyngdom of Caldee in a cytee pat is dept Hue 4 
duelea Thare Abrahames fader t pere was Abraham 
borfi. And pat was in pat tynie pat Nnnus was kyng 
Mmded Babiloyii) of Arabye t of Egypt. This Nunns made 
Nineveh. the cytee of Nynyuee the whiche pat Noe had begonne 8 
before t be cause pat Nuniis performed it he cleped 
Nynyuee after his owne name. ))ere lyth Thobye the 
there. prophete of whom holy writt speketh offe. And fro 
sS^and cytee of Hur Abraham departed be the commande- 12 

ftoLXr fader t ladde 

to Siohem. w^tA him Sarra his wif t Loth his hrotheres sone because 

pat he hadde no child, And pei wenten to dnelle in the 
lond of Chanaan in a place pat is dept Sychbm. And 16 
pis loth was he pat was saued whan Sodom t Gomorre 
i the opere cytees 0 weren brent t sonken doun to^ 
belle wliere pat tlie dede see is now, as I haue told ^oii 
before. In pat lond ot Caldee pei ban here propre 20 
langages t here propre leih’es, suche as 366 may see 
here’ after. Besyde the lond of Caldee is the lond of 
Anmzonie Amazoyne pat is the lond of Femynyb -t in bat renie 

or J ■* 

[ifoi.66a] is aa wommen i nomaw, NogBt as summe seyn 24 

fat mew mowe not lyue fere, but for because fat the 
wommew vil not sui&e no mew amowges he»4 to bew 
here soiweynes, !For sutw tyme fer was a kyng in fat 
contoey t mew maryed as in ofer coutreyes i so befeli 28 
fat the kyng bad werre with, hem of Siohib, the whicha 
Coiopens kyng bigfite CoLBPEtrs, fat was slayn in bataylle t aH the 

Soytiiia. gode blood of bis reme. And whan the queen i aH the 

otheie noble ladyes sawen fat f ei werew aH wydewes t fat 32 
ati the xiaH blood was lost f ei armed liewi t as creatures 
mi out of wytt f ei slowen aH the mew of the contrey fat werew 
women. . laft for fei wolden fat ail the wowimew werew wydewes 

as she queen t.fei werew. And fro fat tyme hiderwardes 36 

e) f*. C. 



[CH. XVIir. CHALBEA. VARIETIES OF BIAMONDS.] 103 

J?ei neuere woldew suffrew man to cIweH aiiio^iges hem 
lenger fan .vij. dayes t .vij. nyghtes, Ne fat no child fat 
were male scholde dueH amoiigee hem lenger f a^^ he were n’o boys 

^ £lXl0WGd* 

4 noryscht -t fawne sente to his fader. And wha?i fei wil 
hane ony companye of man fan })ei drawen hem towardes 
the londes marchynge next to hem. And fan fei [haue] (^) 
here lones fat vsen hem t fei duellen w^t^ hem an .viij. 

’ 8 dayes or .x, t f anne gon horn a^en. And ^if fei hane 

ony knaue child fei kepen it a certeyii tyme -t fan senden 
it to the fadir whan he can gon allone -fc eten be him self 
or eH fei sleen it ; And ^if it he a femele fei don awey Girls’ 

12 fat on pappe w^tA an hote hiren. And aif it he a burnt away, 

to make 

womman of gret lynage fei don awey the left pappe fat 
fei may the better herew a scheeld, And ^if it he a 
womma^i on fote fei don awey the [rijt] (2) pappe for to 
16 scheten w^t^ bowe turkeys, For they schote wel vrith 
bowes. In fat loud fei haue a queen fat gouerneth ah 
fat lend i ah fei lorn oheyssant to hire And ^alweys fei pfoi. em] 
maken here queen by elect-ioMii fat is most worthy in The queen 

IS 0iGCt)0Cl« 

20 armes. For fei he^t right gode werry cures t orped t The 

Amazons 

wyse, noble -fc worthi. And bei gon often tyme in sowd are great 

•* vrarriors. 

to help of ofer kynges in here werres for gold t syluer 
as othere sowdyoures don. And fei meyntene^ hemself 
24 right vygouresly. This lond of Amazoyne is an He ah 
en^irouned v^ith the see saf in .ij. places where he5^ .ij. 
entrees, And hejonde fat water duellen the me^ fat hen 
here paramoures ± hire loues, where fei gon to solacen 
28 hem whan fei wole. Besyde amazoyne is the lond of 

Tarmegyte fat is a gret contre -fc a fuh delectable And Tarmegite. 
for the godness of the contree kyng Ahsaiidre leet first 
make fere the cyteo of Alisandre ; And ^it he made .xij. 

32 cytees of the same name ; But fat cytee is now dept 

Celsite. And fro fat ofer cost of Caldee toward the Seieuciiu 
south is Etliiope a gret contree fat streccheth to the ende 
of Egypt; Ethiope is departed in .ij. parties princypah. 

56 And fat is in the est partie -h in the meridionah partie, 

(^) Missing, C. (^) left, MS. 
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Mauritania. 


The hot 
and cold 
fountain. 


Turbid and 
salt water. 


[ifol. 66 a] 

Wealtneases 
of Ethio- 
pians. 


One-footed 

men. 


India major. 
India minor. 


Northern 
India. 
Crystal 
from ice, 
and 

diamonds 

from 

crystal. 


The whiche par tie meridioiiaH is dept Moretane. And 
the folk of pat contree hen hlake ynow t more blake fan 
in the topeT partie -t fei be^ dept mowres. In fat partie 
is a yreR fat in the day it is so cold fat nonia^^ may 4 
drynke f <sre oife And in the nyght it is so hoot fat nomaw 
may suffre hys bond pere in. And bejonde fat partie 
toward the sjouth to passe by the see Occean is a gret lond 
t a gret contrey, but mew may not dueH fere for the 8 
feruent brewnynge of the sonne, so is it passynge hoot in 
fat contrey. In Ethiope all the Eyueres t all the watres 
bew trouble i f ei bew somdeii salte for the gret hete fat 
is fere. And the folk of fat contree ben ^lyghtly dronken 12 
-t ban but litili appetyt to mete And fei haw comouwly 
the flux of the wombe i fei Ijniew not longe. In Ethiope 
bew many dynerse folk And Ethiope is dept Cusis. In 
fat contree bew folk fat ban but o foot -t fei goii so 16 
blyue fat it is meruaylle And the foot is so large fat it 
schacleweth all the body a^en the sonne Whawne fei wole 
lye i reste hem. In Ethiope whan the childrew bew 
^onge t lytiH fei bew ail jalowe And whan fat fei 20 
wexew of age fat ^alowness tmneth to hew aH hlak. In 
Ethiope is the cytee of Saba -t the lond of the whiche on 
of the .iij. kynges fat presented cure lord in Bethleem 
was kyng offe. Pro Ethiope mew gon into ynde be 24 
manye dyiierse contreyes And mew clepew the high ynde 
Emlak. And ynde is devyded in .iij. princypali parties 
Jpat is [ynde] (^) the more fat is a full hoot contree i 
ynde the less fat is a full atempreo contrey fat 28 
streccheth to the londe of Mecle. And the .iij. part 
toward the Septentrion is "fuH cold so fat for pure 
cold t contynueH frost the water becometh CristaH. And 
vpon tho roches of cristaH growen the gode dyamanclea 32 
fat hew of trouble colour ; Jalow CristaH draweth colour 
lyke oylle And fei bew so harde fat noman may 
pollyseh hem i mew clepew hem dyamandes in fat contree 
f HAMESE in anofer contree. Othere dyamandes mew 
Missing, C. 
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fyndew in Arabye 'pat not so gode -t ))ei bew more 
bronw -fc more teiidre. And oper dyamandes also men 
fynden in the He of Cipre pat ben 3it more tendie t hem 

4 men may wel pollischen ; And in the lond of Macedoyne 
men fynden dyamanndes also, But the beste -t the moste 
p?’ecyionse ben in ynde. ^And men fynden many tyme pfoi. 66&] 
harde dyamanndes in a masse pat cometh >fut of gold whan Dinmonds 

n -IP , p 1 from gold 

8 me?i pnre7z it t f3men it out of the myne whan men oiv, 
broken pat mass in smale peces. And sum tyme it 
happeneth pat men fynden summe as grete as a pese -t 
summe lasse t ]3ei ben als harde as jjo of ynde. And ah 
12 be it pat men fynden gode dyamandes in ynde, ^it 
natheles men fynden liem more comounly vpon the roches 
in the see t vpon hilles where the myne of gold is ; An«l 
bei growen many to gedre on lytiit another gret And per They grow 

andmulti- 

16 ben summe of the gretness of a bene -t summe als grete piyiike 

auimals. 


as an haseh note t fei ben square t poynted of here owme 

kynde bofe abouen t benettien w^tAouten worchinge of 

inannes bond t fei growen togedre male t femele And 

20 }»ei ben norysscht vsith the dew of heuene And fei engen- 

dren comounly t bryngen forth smale children fat mnlti- 

plye?i -t growe?i ah the ^eer. I haue often tymes assayed 

fat 3if a man kepe hem vritTi a lityh of the roche, -i 

24 wete hem ^itli may dew ofte sithes fei schuH growe if watered 
* _ . . enough, 

eueryche ^eer, t the smale wole wexen grete. For right they win 

grow. 

as the fyn perl congeleth and wexeth gret of the dew Pearisaud 
of heuene right so doth the vferray dyamand, And right grow from 
28 as the perl of his owne kynde taketh rouiidness right so 
the dyamand he vsrtu of god taketh squareness. And 
men schaii here the dyamaund on his left syde for it is Diamonds 

„ , . . . , should he 

of grettere vertue fanne fan on the right syde; ior the women the 
32 strengthe of here growynge is toward the north fat is 
the left syde of the world, -t the left partie of man is 
whan he tilrneth his face toward the est. And ^if 3011 lyke 
to knowe the vertues of fe dyamand ^as men may fynden pfoi. era] 
36 in the lapidarye fat many men knowen noght, I schaH 
30U as fei bejoneje tl^e see seyn t £|,ffermen, of whom 
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They give 
man 
courape, 
health and 
victory, 


protect 
him from 
evil spirits, 

and turn 
away 

witchcraft. 


They cure 
lunacy and 
demoniac 
possession. 


Blue 

diamonds. 


White. 


[1 fol. 67 t] 


Buyers are 

often 

deceived. 


ail science t aH pliilosophie comet^l from. . He J?at hereto 
the dyainand vpow \im, it jeueth him hardyness t man- 
hode -t it kepeth the lemes of his body hole, It jeiieth 
him victorye of his enemyes in plee t in werre 3 if 4 
his cause he rightfuJi, -t it kepeth him fat bereth it in 
gode wytt. And it kepeth liim fro strif t ryot, fro 
euyH sweuenes, from sorwes -t from- enebawntemente i 
from fantasyes -t illiisiouws of wykked spirites. And gif 8 
oTiy cursed wycche or enchawntour wolde bewycche^ him 
fat bereth the dyamand, ail fat sorwe t mischance schail 
turne to himself forgh vertne of fat ston And also no 
wylde best dar assaylle tlie man fat bereth it on him. 12 
Also the dyamand scholde ben gouen frely w^t^outen 
coiieytynge -fc wMouten byggynge -t fan , it is of grettere 
vertue. And it maketh a man more strong t more sad 
agenst his enemyes And it heleth him fat is lunatyk t 16 
liem fat the fend pursueth or trauayleth. And gif 
venym or poysoun be brought in presence of the dyamand 
ano?i it hegynneth to wexe moyst -t for to swete. J)ere ben 
also dyamandes in ynde pat hen dept violastres for here 20 
colour is liche vyolet or more browne fan the violette.?, 
fat ben fuH harde -t full precyo^^^, But git sum men 
loue not hem so wel as the of ere But in soth to me I 
■wolde louen hem als moehe as fe ofere, For I liaue seen 24 
hem assayed. Also fere is a nofer maner of dyamande^ 
fat ben als white as cristaH but fei hen a lityH more 
trouble -t fei ben gode -t of gret vertue t aH fei ben 
square i poynted of here owne kynde, And snmme 28 
hen .vj. squared ^summe .iiij. squared t summe .iij. 
os nature schapeth hem -t ferfore whan grete lorde .9 -t 
knyghtes gon to sechen worschipe in armes fei beren 
gladly the dyamannd vpon hem. I ' schal speke a 32 
litiB more of the dyamandes aH fough I tarye my 
matere for a tyme, to fat ende fat fei fat knowen 
hem not be not disceyued be gabberes fat gon be the 
contree fat sellen hem. For whoso wil bye the dyamand, 36 
it is riedefpH to him fat he knqwe IjpLem be c^iqse fat men 
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counterfeten hem often of cristaH fat is 3 alow. t of 
Saphires of cytryiie colour ]>at is 3 alow also, t of the 
Saphire loupe t of many ofer stones ; But I tell 30U theise 
4 contrefetes ben not so harde. And also the poyntes vfil 
brelcen lightly -t men may esily pollissolien hem But 
sii'/nine werkmen for malice wil not pollisschen hem, to 
J?at entent to maken men heleue ]>at Jjei may not ben 
8 pollisscht. But men may assaye hem in this manere : 
First schere with hem or write with liem in saphires in 
cristaB or in ofier precions stones. After fat men taken 
the ADEMAND fat is the schipmannes ston fat draweth 
12 the nedle to him And men ley 11 the dyamand vpon the 
Ademand -t leyn the nedle before the ademaiid And 3 if 
the dyamand be gode and vertuoi^s, the ademand draweth 
not the nedle to him whils the dyamand is )jere present. 
16 And fis is the preef fat fei be 3 onde the see maken. 
ISTatheles it befalleth often tyme fat the gode dyamand 
leseth l)is vertue be synne -t for Incontynence of him 
fat bereth it And fanne is it nedfuH to make it to 
20 recoueren liis vertue a 3 en or eB it is of litiH value. 


OF THE CUSTOMS OP YLES ABOUTEY YNDE; 
OF THE DIFFEBEHCE BETWIX YDOLES t 
SIMULAORES; OF .TIJ. MANJ??/2 G^OWYl^GJSS 
OF PEP^i? YPOX 0 TREE; OF THE WELLE 
})AT CHAUAiGETH HIS ODOUR EUERY HOUR 
OF THE DAY, t pAT IS MEEVAYLLE, 

I H YNDE ben fuH manye dyuerse con trees And it is 
cleped Yj^roE for a flom fat renneth forghout the 
contree fat is dept ynde. In fat fiotne men fynden 
24 Eles of ,xxx. fote long -t more And the folk fat duellen 
nygh fat water ben of euyti colour, grene i 3 alow. In 
YNDE i abouten ynde ben mo fan .v. M. lies gode -h grete 
fat men duellen in, w^'tfcuten fo fat ben inhabitable i 


False stones 
are softer. 


Precious 
stones or 
magnets 
may be used 
to try 
them. 


The 

diamond 
may lose 
its virtue 
through sin. 


Oh. XIX. 


[1 fol. 68 a] 


Indus and 
its giant 
eels. 
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Numberless 
population 
of India. 


They stay 
at home, 
being under 
slow 
Saturn. 


We travel 
about, living 
under the 
quick- 
inovijjg 
moon. 


Hormuz. 

[ifol. 686] 

The great 
heat. 


witAoute^t opere smale lies. In eiiery He is grot plentee 
of cytees i of townes t of folk witli oute^t iiomlHe, For 
men of ynde haw this condic^ouw of Icyncle, pat fei nenere 
gon out of here owne contree -t perfove is per gret mwlti- 4 
tude of peple, but fei bew not sterynge ne mevable be 
cause pat pei hew in the firste clyniat, pat is of Saturne 
i Saturne is slough -fc litiS mevynge. For he taryeth 
to make his turn be the .xij. signes .xxx, ^eer. And the o 
moiie passeth forgh the .xij. signes in. o moneth. And 
for because pat Saturne is of so late sterynge fcffore the 
folk of pat contree pat hen vnder his clymat liaw of 
k 3 aide no wilt for to meve ne sfcere to seche strange 12 
places. And in cure contrey is all tlie contrarie, For 
woe bew in the seuenthe clymat pat is of the mono. And 
the mone is of lyghtly mevynge t the mono is planete 
of weye. And for pat skyH ifc ^eiieth vs wiH of kynde 16 
for to meve lyghtly -fc for to go dyiicrse weyes t to sechew 
strange thinge^ -t oper dyuersitees of the world, For the 
ihone envyrouneth the erthe more hasty ly fan ony ofer 
planete. Also mew gon forgh ynde be many dyuerse 20 
contrees to the gret see Occean And after mew fynden 
pere an He pat is dept Crues t fider comew marchantes 
of Venyse i Gene ^and of ofer marches for to byen 
marcliandyses. But fere is so grete hete in fo marches 24 
•fc namely in fat He, fat for the grete distress of the hete 
mewnes ballokkes hangeii douw to here knees for the gret 
dissoluc^ouw of the body. And mew of fat contree fat 
knowew the maiiere lat bynde hem vp or ebt myghte fei 38 
not lyue t anoywt hem witA oyneinente made f erf ore to 
holde hem vp. In fat contree -t in Ethiope -fc in many 


Heinthf® contrees the folk lyggeu aB naked in ryueres -fc 

Soier^*^ watres, mew and wommen to gedre, fro vndurne of the 32 
day tin it be passed the noon. And fei lyon all in the 


water saf the visage for the gret hete pat fere is. And 
the wommew hauen no scliame of the mew, but lyon aH 
togidre, syde to syde, till the hete bo past, peve may 30 
mew see many foule figure assembled -t namely nygh the 
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gode towlies. In fat lie hen schippes w^tAoute^i nayles of Near the 

z*oc]jbS of 

Iren or bondes for tlie rocbes of the Ademandes, for bei magnet, 

* ships can 

be?t aii fiiH: fere aboute in fat see fat it is inenieyle to 
4 speke;t of. And jif a schipp passed be fo inarches fat 
badde oufer Iren bondes or Iren nayles, anon be scholde 
ben perisscbt, For the Ademand of bis kynde drawetb 
the Iren to him And so wolde it drawe to him tlie schii3p, 

8 be cause of the Iren, fat he scholde neiier departen fro 
it ne neuer go fens. Fro fat He men gon be see to a 
nofer He fat is dept Ghana, where is gret j^lentee of The kiand 
corn i wyn. And it was wont lo ben a gret He -h a gret 
12 hanene -t a good but the see hath gretly wasted it t 
ouercomen it. The kyng of fat contree was wont to 
ben so strong t so myghty fat he heeld werre ^a^enst [ifoi. 69a] 
kyng Alisandre. The folk of fat contree ban a dyuers 
16 la we, for summe of hem worschipe the sonne, summe the natives, 
mone, summe the fuyr, summe trees, summe scrpentes or 
the firste fing fat fei nieeten at mo r wen, And summe 
worschipen symulacres t summe ydoles. But betwene 
20 symnlacres t ydoles is a gret difference, For symnlacres 
hen yniages made after lykness of men or of wommen or 
of the sonne or of the mone or of ony best or of onj'- 
kyiidely thing, t ydoles is an ymage made of lewed wiB 
24 of man fat man may not fynden among kyndely thinge^ 

As an ymage fat hath .iiij. hedes, on of man, anofer of 
an hors or of an ox or of sum ofer best fat noman hath 
aoyn after kyndely disposicioun. And fei fat worschipen Hero- 

WCl'Slllp* 

28 symttlacres fei worscMpe^i hem for sum worthi man fat 

was sumtyme, as hercules t many ofere fat diden many 

mer nayles in here tyme. For fei seyn wel fat fei he not Great deeds 

, are evidence 

goddes for fei knowen wel fat fere is a god of kynde 
32 fat made all thinges, the which e is in heuene. But fei 
knowen wel fat this may not do the meruay](‘R fat he 
made hut ^if it had hen be the specyali ^ifte ui‘ god t 
f erforo fei seyn fat he was wel with god, And for because 
36 fat he was so wel with god ferfore fei worschipe him.' sun- 
And so seyn fei of the sonne be cause fat he chaungeth 
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[1 fol. 69 &] 

Apology 
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worshippers 
and idola- 
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Things that 
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when met 
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moi-ning. 
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supersti- 
tions among 
Christians. 
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future from 
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the tyme t ^eiieth lieie t norissclieth aii thinges ypon erthe 
and for it is of so gret profite fei knowe wel fat fat 
myghfce not be, but fat god loiieth it more fan ony ofer 
thing And for fat skyii god liath it more gret vertue 4 
in the world; ferfore it is gode resoujt as fei seyn, to 
don it worschipe and reuerence. And so seyn fei t 
makejt here resoimes of ^ opera planetes -t of the fuyr 
also, he cause it is so profitable. And of ydoles fei seyn 8 
also fat the ox is f o moste holy best fat is in ertbe -fc most 
pacyent and most profitable fan ony other, For be doth 
good ynow t he doth no^^ euyii -t fei knowe?^ wel fat it 
may not he w^tAoute% specyaH grace of god. And ferfore 12 
maken fei here god of an ox the on part -t the ofer 
halfondeli of a man he cause pat man is the most noble 
creature in erthe t also for he bath lordscliipe aboue7^ aH: 
bested ; ferfore make fei the halfondel of ydole of a 16 
man vp warden -t the tofer half of an ox doumvarde6\ 
And of serpentes -t of ofer bestes -t dyuerse finges fat 
fei worschipen fat fei meten first at morwe. And fei 
worschipen also specyally ail fo fat fei han gode 20 
meetynge of. And whan fei speden wel in here iorueye 
after here meetynge, t namely suche as fei han preued 
■fc assayed he experience of longe tyme. For foi seyn 
fat filke gode meetynge ne may not come but of the 24 
grace of god And ferfore fei inaken ymages lych to fo 
thinges fat fei ha9^ beleeue jnne for to beholden hem 
■fc worschipe7^ hem first at morwe, or fei meeten ony 
contrariot^5 thinges. And fere hen also sum cristene 28 
men fat seyn fat summe bestes han gode meetynge, fat 
is to seye for to meete, wM hem first at morwe -fc summe 
hestes wykked meetynge t fat fei han preued ofte tyme 
fat the hare hath fail euyU meetynge -t swyn -fc many 82 
of ere bestes. And the Sparhauk or ofer foules of raveync 
whan fei fleen after here praye t take it before men of 
armes, it is a gode signe, And ^if he fayle of t^kynge his 
praye it is an enjE signe. And ^ also to sucho folk it is 36 
an e7iyH mei^tynge of Eavenes. In peise thiiiges fc in sucft 
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ofere fer be?! Biany folk fat beleeven because it happenetb 
so ofte7!tynie to falle?! after here fantasyes ; And also pere 
be?! men ynowe fat ha?! no beleve in he??!. And sith 
4: fat cristene me?! han such beleeve, fat be?! enformed t 
taught all day be holy doctryne wherejnne fei scholde 
beleeve, it is no ineruaylle fa?!ne fat the paynemes fat 
ha?! no gode doctryne but only of here nature beleeve?! 
8 more largely for here sympless. And treuly I liaue 
seen of paynemes -t sarazines fat me?! clepe?! Augubynes 
fat whan wee ryden in armes in dyue?’se contrees vpon 
cure enemyes, be the flyenge of foules fei wolde teh vs 
12 the pronosticac!ou?!s of thinges fat fell after And so fei 
dide?! fun oftentymes -t profreden here hedes to wedde, 
but 3 it it wold falle?! as fei seyden. But natheles ferfore 
scholde noght a ma?! putte?! his beleeve in suche thingee, 
16 but alweys ha?! full trust -t beleeve in god cure souereyn 
lord. This lie of Ghana the sarazines ha?! wonne?! -t 
holden, In fat He be?! many lyouns t many ofer wylde 
bestee And fere be?! rattee in fat jle als grete as houndee 
20 here And me?! lake?! hem W!t^ grete mastyfes, for cattes 
may not take he??!. In this jle i manye othere me?! berye 
not no dede me?!, for the hete is fere so gret |?at in a 
lityH tyme the flesch wil co?!snme fro the bones. Fro 
24: fens me?! gon be see toward ynde f e more to a cytee fat 
me?! clepe'W Sarcheb, fat is a fair cytee -t a gode i fere 
duelle?! many cristene me?! of gode feyth. And fere be?! 
manye religions me?! i namely of mendyna?!te5. After 
28 gon men be see to the lond of lomb, In fat lond ^ groweth 
the peper in a Forest fat me?! * clepe?! Combar -t it 
groweth nowhere elt in all the world but in fat Forest 
i fat dureth wel an .xviij. ioumeyes in lengths. In fat 
32 forest ben .ij. gode cytees, fat on highte Flabrxnb -t 
fat other zinglantz And in euery of he??! duelle?! cristene 
me?! t lewes gret plentee, For it is a gode contree t a 
plentefow^, but fere is ouer meche passynge hetc. And 
36 jee schuS vnderstonde fat the peper groweth in maner as 
doth a wylde vyne fat is planted faste hy the trees of fat 
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wode for to siisteyncw it hy as dot^ the vyiie. And the 
fruyt perof hangeth in niane»*e as reysynges And the tree 
is so thikke charged j?at it seineth pat it wolde breke i 
whan it is ripe it is aH grene as it were juy heryes -t fan 4 
kytten hem as men don the vynes t fan f ei piitte^t it 
vpon an owveii) t fere it waxeth blak t crisp. And fere 
is .iij. maner of peper ail vpon o tree : Long peper, hlak 
peper i white peper. Tlie long peper men clepen Sor- 8 
BOTYN -t tlie blak peper is clcpt Fulfull. And the 
white peper is dept Lano. The long peper conieth. first 
whan the lef begynueth to come t it is lyche the chatted 
of hasell fat cometh before the lef i it hangetll lowe ; 12 
And after cometh the blake witA the lef in manere of 
clustres of reys[i]nges ati grene ; And whan men han 
gadred it fan cometh the white pat is somdeii lasse fan 
the blake And of fat men bryngen but litili in to fis 16 
^contrees for fei be^ouden witAbolden it for hemself 
because it is better and more attempfee in kynde fan 
the blake, -t f erf ore is fer not so gret plentee as of the 
blake. In fat contree ben manye manere of serpentes 20 
•t of ofer vermyn for the gret hete of fe contree 
and of the peper. And summe men seyn fat whan fei 
wil gadre the peper fei maken fuyx t brennen aboute to 
make the serpented and the cokedrilles to fl.ee, But sane 24 
here grace of aii fat seyn so, For jif fei hrenten abouten, 
the trees fatheren the peper scholden hen bieiit i it wolde 
dryen vp aH fe vertne, as of ony ofer fing And fan fei 
diden hemself moche harm; And fei scholde iieuere 28 
quenchen the fuyr. But fus fei don : fei enoynten here 
bonded t here feet [with an oynement] (i) mad of snayles 
•t of ofer thinged made ferfore, of the whiche the serpentes 
t the venymond bested haten t dreden the sauonr, -t fat 32 
maketh hem flee before hem be cause of the smeB t fan 
fei gadren it seurly ynow i wyndwe[n]^ for f an is no drede 
of no vermyn to come nere hem. Also toward the heed 
of fat forest is the cytee of Polombe, And ab{’'ue the 36 
(^) Missing in C. * wyndwed, 0. 
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cytee is a grete mountayne fat also is dept Polombe And 
of pat mo^ly^t the cyfcee liathL his name, And at the foot 
of that mou^^t is a fair welle t a gret fat hath odour t 
4 sauour of alle spices, And at euery hour of the day he 
chaungeth his odour -t his sauour dyuersely And whoso 
drynketh .iij. tymes fastmg of fat water of fat welle he 
is hool of ah: inaner sykeness fat he hath And f ei fat 
8 duellen fere t drynken often of fat weH fei iieuere han 
sekeness -t fei semen ah weys ^onge. I haue dronken 
fere of .iij. or .iiij. sithes t ^it me thinketh I fare the 
better. Sum men clepen it the well of ^outhe for fei 
12 fat often drynken fere of semen aSweys ^ongly -t lyuen 
with^outen sykeness, And men seyii fat that welle cometh 
out of paradys t ferfore it is so vertuous. Be ail fat 
contree groweth gode gyngeuere And perfove tliider gon the 
16 marchanntes for spicerye. In fat lond men worschipen 
the Ox for his sympleness t for his mekeness t for the 
profite fat cometh of him And fei seyn fat he is the 
holyest best in erthe, Por hem seineth fat whosoeuere 
20 be meke t pacyent he is holy t profitable, for f anne fei 
seyn he hath aH vertues in him. fei maken the ox to 
laboure .vj, 3 eer or .vij. i fan fei ,ete him. And the 
kyng of fat contree hath aHwey an ox with him And 
24 he fat kepeth him hath eiiery day grete fees t kepeth 
euery day his dong t his vryne in .ij. vesseH of gold t 
bryngen it before here prelate fat fei elepen Abchipjbothb- 
PAPATON. And he bereth it before the kyng t maketh fere 
28 ouer a gret blessyng t fan the kyng weteth his hondee 
fere in fat fei clepen Gaul t anoynteth his front t his 
brest and after he froteth him with the dong and with 
the vryne w^t^ gret reuerence for to ben f ullilt of vertues 
32 of tbe ox -b made holy be the vertue of fat holy f ing fat 
nought is worth. And whan the kyng hath don fanne 
don the lordee And after hem here mynystres i ofer men, 

3 if fei may haue ony remenant. In fat contree fei maken 
36 ydoles half man half ox And in fo ydoles euyH spirites 
spoken t jeuen answere to men of what is asked hem. 

MANDEVILLE. 


The 

Fountain 
of Youth. 


I tried it 
three or 
four times. 


[1 fol. 71 


The worship 
of oxen. 


The pre- 
late’s duties. 



114 


Idolatrous 

sacrifice. 


The burning 
of dead 
bodies. 

Suttee. 

[ifol. 72 a] 


A widower 
may marry 
again. 


Cb. XX. 


The tomb 
of St. 
Thomas 
in Calamia. 


Ilis body 
was some 
time in 
Edessa. 


[CH. XIX. INDIA. ITS SUPERSTITIONS.] 

Before foise ycloles sleeii here cliildreii many tymes 
■t sprynge^i tlie blood vpon tlie ycloles t so J)ei niaken here 
sacrifise. And whan ony maw dyeth in the contree fei 
brewiien his body in name of penance to fat eiitent fat he 4 
suffre no peyne in erthe to hew eten of wormes. And ^if 
^ his wif haiie no child f ei brewne hire mth him -t seyn fat 
it is resouw fat sclie make him company e in fat ofer 
world as scbe did in this. Bnt -t sche liaue children wit/i 8 
him fei leten hire lyue w^'t^ hem to brynge hem vp 3 if 
sche wole. And ^if fat sche lone more to lyue -with here 
children fan for to dye w^t^ hire husbonde, mew holden 
hire for fals -t cursed ne schee scliaH neuer bew loued no 12 
trusted of the peple. And ^if the wommaw dye before 
the hnshonde mew brewnew him yfiili lure ^if fat he 
wole And 9 if he wil not, nomaw constreyneth him fere 
to, but be may wedde anofer tyme w^tAoutew blame or 16 
repreef. In fat contree growen many stronge vynes t the 
wommew drynken wyn t mew not And the wommew 
schauew hire berdes t mew not. 


OF THE DOMES MADE EE SEYNT THOMAS 
HOND; OF DEUOCIOUi\^t SACEIFIOE MADE TO 
YDOLES m THE CYTEE OE CALAMYE; 

AND OE THE Pi^OCESSlOUN IN GOYNGE 
ABOUTE THE CYTEK 

F EOM fat contree mew passen be many marches 20 
toward a contree a .x. iounieyes fens fat is 
dept Mabaron t it is a gret kyngdom -l it hath many 
faire cytees -t townes. In fat kyngdom lith the body of 
seynt Thomas the Apostle in fiesch -t bon in a faire tombe 24 
in the cytee of Calamye, for fere he was martyred t 
buryed. But mew of Assirie beerew his body in to Meso- 
PATATME in to the cytee of Edisse And after he was 
brought fider a 3 en, And the arm t the bond fat he putte 28 
in cure lordes syde whan he appered to him after his 
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resiirrexiou7i and seyde to him: Noli esse incbedulus 

SED PI DELIS, is ^it lyggynge in a vesseS v^ithovLim the 

tombe. And be bat bond bei maken all here Inggementes How his 

4 in the contree, whoso hath right or wrong, For whaii fer judgment. 

is ony dissenc^onT^ betwene ^ .ij. party es -i eiiery of hem [ifoi.726] 

meynteneth his cause -t seyth fat his cause is lightfaH 

And fat ofer seyth the contiarye, famie bothe party es 

8 writer here causes in .ij, billes And putte^i in the 

hond of seynt Thomas And anon he casteth a wey the 

bille of tbe M^rong cause -t holdeth stille the bille vfith 

the right cause. And f erf ore ineT^ corae^t fro ier contrees 

12 to haue juggement of doutable causes, And ofer jugge- 

ment vse fei no9^ fere. Also the chirche where seynt Large idols 

in his 

Thomas lyth is hothe gret -t fair t aH fuH of grete church. 
SuMULACR]fcs -fc fo bett grete y mages fat fei clepen here 
16 goddes, of the whiche the leste is als gret as .ij. mew. 

And amonges feise ofere fere is a gret ymage more faw 
ony of the ofere fat is all couered w^t^ fyii gold -t 
precious stones -t riche perles And fab ydole is the god Tiiegociof 

renegade 

20 of false cristene fat hau reneyed hire feyth And it sytteth Christians, 
in a chayere of gold fuH: nobely arrayed t he hath ahoute 
his necke large gyrdles wrought of gold t preciows stones 
perles ; -t this chirche is fuH richely wrought -t aS ouer 
24 gylt w^t^jnne. And to fat ydole gon mew on pilgrimage 
als coinouwly t wit^ als gret deuoc^'onw as cristene mew 
gon to seynt lames or ofer^holy pilgrimages. And many 
folk bat comew fro fer londes to seche bat ydole, for th§ always 
28 gret deuocyouw fat fei haw, fei loken nouere vpward 
but euermore down to the erthfe, for drede to see ony thing 
ahoute hem bat scholde lotte hew^ of here deuociouw. And Piisrims 

^ ^ that wound 

summe fer ben fat gon on pilgrimage to this ydole fat 
32 berew knyfes in hire hondes fat bew made fiiH kene 
scharpe -t aH weyes as fei gon fei smytew hem self in 
here arnies -t in here legges ^ t here thyes witA many p foi. 73 uj 
hidouse wowndes t so fei schedew here blood for lohe 
36 of fat ydole And fei seyn fat he is blessed t holy 
fat dyeth so for loue of his god. And ofere fere bew 
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fat leden hire children for to sle to make sacrifise to fat 
ydole -fc after fei haw^ slayn hem fei spryngen the blood 
vpon the ydole. And snmme f er hew fat comeTi fro ferr 
•fc in goynge toward this ydole at euery thrydde pas fat 4 
fei gon fro here hows, fei'knele?^ i so contynue^^ till 
fei come thider. And whan fei come7^ fere fei taken 
ensence -fc ofer aromatyk thinges of noble smelt and 
sensen the ydole as we wolde don here goddee precioiise 8 
body. And so coinen folk to worschipe this ydole sum 
from an hutidred myle i snmnie fro many mo. And 
before the mynstre of this ydole is a vyuerb in mauer 
of a gret lake fuli of water And fere in pilgrymes casten 12 
gold -fc syliier, perles -fc preciows stones witAouten nombre 
in stede of offrynges And whan the mynystres of fat 
ohirche neden to inaken ony reparacioun of the chirche 
or of ony of the y doles, fei taken gold -fc silner, perles 16 
or preciow 5 stones out of the vyuere, to quyten the 
costages of such f ing as fei maken or reparew ; so fat 
no thing is fawty, but ano9^ it schali ben amended. And 
: 5 ee schuH vnderstonde fat whan [ben] (^) grete festee -fc 20 
solempnytees of fat ydole, as the dedicac^oun of the 
chirche -fc the thronynge of the ydole aH the contree 
aboiite meten fere to gidere. And fei setten this ydol^ 
vpon a chare witA gret reuerence, wel arrayed witA 24 
clothes of gold, of riche clothes of Tartaryb, of Oamacaa 
i ofer precyons clothes, -t fei !eden him aboiite the cyfcee 
witA gret solemphiytee. And before the chare gon first 
in processioun ah the maydenes of the contree .ij. -t .ij. 28 
togydexe fuh ordynatly, And after the maydenes gon 
the pilgrymes And summe of hem fallen doun vnder 
the wheles of the chare t lat the chare gon oner hem, 
so fat fei ben dede anon. And summe ban here armes 32 
or here lymes ah tobroken -t somme the sydes, t ah 
this don fei for loue *of hire god in gret devocioun. 
And hem thinketh fat the more peyiie t the more 
trihnlacioun )?at fei suffren for loue of here god, the 36 
(^) Missing, 0. 
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more ioye fei scluiH: haiie in another world And schortly 
to seye 3011, fei suffrew so grete pcynes i so harde 
martyrdomes for lone of here ydole fat a cristene mm 
4 : 1 trowe durst not taken vpon him the tenthe part the 
peyne for lone of cure lord Ihesu crist. And after I seye 
3011 before the chare gon ah the mynstrelles of the contrey 
w^tAouteti nombre 'with dyuerse instrumentes t fei maken 
8 ah the melodye fat fei cone. And whan fei haw gon 
ah abonte the cytee fawne fei returnew a3en to the 
niyiistre i puttew the ydole a3en into his place And 
fawne for the lone t in worschipe of fat ydole and for 
12 til e reuerence of the feste fei slen hem self a .cc. or 
.ccc. persones witA scharpe knyfes, of the whiche fei 
bryngew the bodyes before the ydole -b fan fei seyn pat 
fo bew seyntes because fat fei slowen hem self of here 
16 owne gode wille for loue of here ydole. And as mew 
here fat hadde an holy seyiit of his kyn wolde thiiike 
fat it were to hem an high worschipe, right so hem 
thinketh fere, And as mew liere deuoutly wolde writew 
20 holy seyntes lyfes i here myracles t sewen for here 
canonyzac^ouws, right so don fei fere for hew^ fat sleen 
hemself wilfully for loue of here ydole -t seyn fat fei 
ben ^gloriouse martyres -t seyntes -fc puttew hem in here 
24 wrytynges -t in here letanyes t avauntew hem gretly on 
to a nother of here holy kynnesmen fat so becomew 
seyntes t seyn : I haue mo holy seyntes in my kynrede 
fan f ou in fin. And the custome also fere is this, fat 
28 whan fei fat han such deuociouw t entent for to sle 
himself for loue of his god, fei sendew for ah: here 
frendes t han gret plentee of mynstreH -t fei gon before 
the ydole ledynge him fat wil sle himself for such 
32 deuopiouw betwene hem w^tA gret reuerence. And he 
all naked hath a ful scharp knyf in his bond t he 
cutteth a gret pece of his fiesch t casteth it in the face 
of his ydole seyenge his orysounes, recommendynge him 
36 to his god. And fan he smyteth himself -t maketh grete 
wonwdes t depe here t fere till he falle douw ded. ‘ And 
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fan liis f rend 65 presenter his body to the ydole -t pan pei 
seyn syngynge : holy god behold what thi trewe seniant 
hath don for pe, he hath forsaken his wif -t his children 
i his ricchess i aH the godes of the world -t his owne lyf 4: 
for the lone of pe -t to make pe sacrifise of his flesch t of 
his blode, wh erf ore holy god putte him among thi beste 
belonede seyntes in thi blisse of paradys, for he hath 
wel disserued it. And pan pei inakew a gret fiiyre -t 8 
breT^ne^ the body t panne euerych of his frendes taken 
a q^^antyte of the assches -t kepen hem in stede of 
relykes t seyn it is holy thing. And pei haue no 
drede of no penle whils pei han po holy asshes vpon 12 
hem, And putten his name in here letanyes as a seynt. 


OF THE EUYEE CUSTOMS YSED IH THE YLE 
OF LAMAEY, t HOW THE EETHE AND THE 
SEE BEN OF EOWND FOEME AND SCHAPP, 

BE PEEF OF THE STEEEE THAT IS OLEPT 
ANTAETYK, J?AT IS FIX IN THE SOUTH. 

F ed pat contree go men be the see Ocoean t be many ^ 
dyuerse yles t be many contrees pat were to longe 
for to teH of. And a .lij. iorneyes fro this lond pat I haue 16 
spoken of pere is another lond pat is full gret pat men 
clepen lamauy. In pat lohd is fuH gret hete t the custom 
pere is such pat men t wommen gon ail naked. And pei 
scoriien whan thei seen ony strange folk goynge clothed 20 
And pei seyn pat god made Adam -t Eue aE naked And 
pat noinan scholde schame him to schewen him such as 
god made him*, For no thing is foul pat is of kyndely 
nature. And pei seyn pat pei pat ben clothed ben folk of 24 
another world or pei hen folk pat trowen not in god. 
And pei seyn pat pei beleenen in god pat formed the 
world t pat made Adam i Eue t aH oper pinge 5 . i pei 
wedden pere no wyfes, for all the wommen pere ben 28 
comoun t pei forsake homan And pei seyn pei synnen 3 if 
pei refusen ony man^ And so god commanded to Adam 
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t Eue t to aH pat comen of liim, whan he seycle : Crescite 
BT MULTIPLICAMINI ET REPLETE TERBAM. And feifoie 
may noman in pat contree seyn : this is my wyf, ne no 
4: womman may seye : this is myn hnshonde. And whan 
fei han children fei may jetien hem to what man fei 
wole pat hath companyed viith hem. And also ail the 
lond is comoiin, for aH: fat a man holdeth o 3 eer another 
8 man hath it anofer ^eer, And euery man taketh what 
part fat him lyketh. And also att the godes of the lond 
ben coinoim, comes t aH ofer finges, for nofing fere is 
kept in clos ne nofing fere is vndur lok t euery man fere 
12 taketh wliat he wole w^t^outen ony contradicc^o^^n -b als. 
riche is o man fere as is another. ^But in fat contree 
fere is a ^cursed custom, for f ei eten more gladly mannes 
flesch fan ony of er fiesch And 3 it is fat contree habundant 
16 of flesch, of fissch, of comes, of gold t syluer -fc of all 
ofer godes. J)ider gon marchanntes -t bryngen -^ith hem 
children to selle to hem of the contree -t f ei by^en hem And 
3 if fei ben fatte f ei eten hem anon, And 3 if f ei ben lene fei 
20 feden hem tiH fei ben fatte t fanne fei eten hem. And 
fei seyn fat it is the best flesch -t the s wettest of aH the 
world. In fat lond ne in many othere be 3 onde fat noman 
may see the sterre transmontane fat is dept the sterre of 
24 the see, fat is vnmevable -t fat is toward the north, fat 
wee clepen the lodesterre. But men seen anofer sterre 
the contrarie to him, fat is toward the south, fat is dept 
Antartyk. And right as the schipmen taken here avys* 
28 here -b gouerne hem be the lodesterre, right so don 
schipmen be 3 onde f o parties be the sterre of the .south, 
the whiche sterre appereth not to vs. And this sterre fat 
is toward the north fat we clepen the lodesterre ne 
32 appereth not to hem. For whiche cause men may wel 
'parceyue fat the lond -b the see ben of rownde sehapp t 
forme, For the partie of the firmament soheweth in o 
contree fat scheweth not in another contree. And men 
36 may wel preuen be experience t sotyle compassement of 
wytt fat 3if a man fond passages be schippes fat wolde go 
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to serche^t the world, men myghte go be schippe aii aboute 
the world t aboue^t t benetben, The whiche thing 1 prone 
jjus, after fat I bane seyn. Tor I haue be 9 t toward the 
partes of Brahan -t beholden [in](^) the Astrolabre fat the 4 
sterre fat is dept the transmontayne is .liij. degrees high, 
And more forfere in Almatne -t Bewme it hath Jviij, 
degrees, And more forth toward the ^parties Septbm- 
TRIONELES it is .Ixij. degrees of heghte -t certeyn mynntes, 8 
for I self haue mesured it be the Astrolabre. iN'ow schuH 
3 e knowe fat a 3 en fat transmontayne is the tofer sterre 
fat is dept Antartykb as I haue seyd before. And f o 
.ij. sterres ne meeven neuere, And be hem turneth aB the 12 
firmament right as doth a wheel fat tumeth be his axiil 
tree, So fat fo sterres beren the firmament in .ij. egail 
parties, so fat it hath als mochel abouen as it hath 
benethew. After this I haue gon toward the parties 16 
MERiDiONALES, fat is toward the south And I haue founden 
fat in lybye men seen first the sterre Antartyk. And 
so fer I haue gon more forth in fo contrees fat I haue 
foimde fat sterre more high, so fat toward the high lybye 20 
it is .xviij. degrees of heghte -i certeyn mynntes, of the 
whiche .lx. mynntes maken a degree. After goyuge be 
see -t be londe toward this contree of fat I hane spoke 
t to ofer yles i londes be 3 onde fat contree I haue foundeii 24 
the sterre Antartyk of .xxxiij. degrees of heghte t mo 
mynntes. And 3 if I hadde had companye -t schippynge 
for to go more be 3 onde I trowe wel in certeyn fat wee 
scholde haue com all the ronndness of the firmament aH: 28 
aboute. Tor as 1 haue seyd 30 U beforn the half of the 
firmament is betwene f 0 .ij. sterres, The whiche halfondell 
I haue seyn. And of the tofer halfondeH I hane seyn 
toward the north vnder the transmontane .Ixij. degrees 32 
•t .X. mynntes, And toward the partie Meridionaia I haue' 
[seyn]( 2 ) vnder the antartyk .xxxiij. degrees -t .xvj. mynntes, 
And fa?^ne the halfondell of the firmament in aH ne 

XX XX 

holdetb not but .ix. degrees. And of fo .ix. I haue seen 36 
• (‘) Missing, C. (S) been, 0. 
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x\ 

.Ixij. on ]>at o part i .xxxiij. on ]jat ojier part pat ben .iiij, 
■t .XV. degrees t nygS the halfondeii of a degree. And so 
pere ne fayletb but pat I hauc seen ali the firmament saf 

XX 

4 .iiij. -t .iiij. degrees -t pe halfondeii of a degree And pat is 
not the fourthe jiartie of the firmament, For the .iiij. 

XX 

partie of the roundness of the firmament liolt .iiij. t .x. 
degrees, So pere fayleth but ,v. degrees -t an half of the 
8 fourthe partie. And also I haue seen the .iij. parties 
of aH the xoundeness of the firmament ± more ^it .v. 
degrees -t an half, Be the which e I seye 30U certeynly, pat 
men may envirowne ail the erthe of aii pe world as wel 
12 vnder as abouen -t turnew a3en to his contre pat hadde 
companye -t schippynge i cbnduyt. And aiiweys he 
scholde fynde men londes -t yles as wel as in this contree, 
For 366 wyten well pat pei pat ben toward the antartyk 
16 pei ben streght feet a3en feet of hem pat dwellen vnder 
the TJRANSMONTANE also wel as wee -t pei pat dwellyn 
vnder vs ben feet a3enst feet. For ail the parties of 
see -t of lond han here appositees habitables or trepass- 
20 ables t [yles](^) of pis half -t be3ondhalf. And wyteth 
' wel pat after pat pat I may parceyue i comprehende the 
londes of Prestre John Emperour of Ynde ben vnder 
vs. For in goynge from Scotlond or from Englond toward 
24 lernsalem men gon vpward alweys, For oure lond is in the 
lowe partie of the erthe toward the west And the lond of 
Prestre Iohn is the lowe gartie of the erthe toward 
the Est and han there the day whan wee haue the nyght ; 
28 And 'also high to the contrarie pei han the nyght whan 
wee han the day. Eor the erthe -fc the see hen of round 
forme and schapp as I haue seyd beforn And pat pat men 
gon vpward ^to 0 cost, men gon dounward to another 
32 cost. Also ^ee haue herd me seye. pat Ierj 7;SALM is in 
the myddes of the world t pat may men preuen -t schewen 
pere be a spere pat is right into the erthe vpon the hour of 
mydday whan it is Equbnoxictm, pat scheweth no schadwe 
36 on no syde. And pat it scholde ben in the mydde^ of 
, C) pei, MS. 
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the world Dauid wytnesseth it in the psauter where he 
seyth : Deus oybuatus est salutjsm in medio terre. 

Jjei pat parten fro po parties of the west for to 
go toward lERDfifALEM, als many iorneyes as pei gon 4 
vpward for to go thider, in als many iourneyes may pei 
gon fro Ierct^alem vnto oper confyiiyes of the super- 
ficialtee of the ertEe bejonde. And whan me^t goii 
be3onde po ioiirneys toward ynde t to the foreyn yles, 8 
ail is envyronynge the ronndnesse of the erthe t of the 
see vnder cure contrees on this half. And perfore hath it 
befalle^^ many tymes of 0 ping pat I haue herd cowiited 
whan I was ^ong, how a worthi mail departed somtyme 12 
from oure contrees for to -go serche the world, And so 
he passed ynde -t the yles be^onde ynde where hen mo 
pan .V. M. yles. And so longe he wente he see -t lond 
t so enviround the world he many seisons, pat he fond 16 
an yle where he herde speke his owne langage, callynge 
on oxen in the plowgE suche wordes as me^^ speken to 
hestes in his owne contree, Where of he hadde gret 
meriiayle, for he knew not how it myghte be. But I 20 
seye pat he had gon so longe be londe -t he see, pat he 
had envyround all the erthe, pat he was corner a^en 
envirounynge pat is to seye goynge ahoute vnto his owne 
marches, i 3if he wolde haue passed forth, (i) he had 24 
founden his centre ^ and his owne knonleche. But he 
turned a^en from pens fro^whens he was come fro t so 
he loste moehe peynefuH labour, as himself seyde a gret 
while after pat he was come^^ horn. Bor it hefeH 'after 28 
pat he wente in to ^Korweye and pere tempest of the see 
toke him and he arryued in an yle And whan he was in 
pat yle he knew wel pat it was the yle where he had 
herd speke his owne langage before, i the callynge of 32 
oxen at the plowgh, -t pat was possible pinge. But how 
it someth to symple mejj vnlerned pat men ne mo we not 
go vnder the erthe ± also pat men scholde falle toward 
the heuene from vnder. But pat may not be vpon less 36 
til, C, 
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fan wee mowe falle toward heuene fro the erthe where 
wee hen. Por fro what partie of the erthe fat ma% dneH 
ouf er ahoue^^ or benethen it semeth alweys to hem fat 
4 duelled fat f ei gon more right fan ony of er folk And 
• right as it seineth to vs fat f ei he^ vnder vs, right so it Bach nation 

* , ° imagines 

someth hem fat wee ben vnder hem. For sif a mm itself to 

myghte falle fro the erthe vnto the firmament^ be grettere aiTothers to 

8 resoim the erthe -t the see fat bo^t so grete t so heuy 

scholde falle^t to the firmament, but fat may not be And 

f erfore seith oure lord god : ITon timeas mb qui suspendi 

TERRAM Bx NiCHiLo. Aiid qBl be it fat it be possible The 

^ ^ difficulty 

12 fing fat men may so envyroune bR the world, natheles 

of a .M. persones on ne myghte not happen to returned one’s^ * 
in to his contree. For, for the gretness of the erthe 

i 1 

•fc of the see mm may go be a .M. and a .M. other 
16 weyes, fat noma?i cowde redye him perfitely toward the 
parties fat he cam fro, but 3 if it were be aventure t 
happ or be the grace of god. For the erthe ^is fuH pM. 776] 

large t fuH: gret t holt in roundness t aboute envyroun The earth's 

20 be aboueTi i be benethen .xx. M.CCCC. t .xxv. myles, UJi^Mniies. 
after the opynyoim of olde wise astronomeres. And 
here seyenges I repreue nought, But after my lytyH wytt 
it semeth me, sauynge here reuerence, fat it is more. And 
24 for to haue better vndirstondynge I seye f us : Be f er 
ymagyned a figure fat hath a gret compas t aboute the 
poynt of the gret compas fat is dept the centre be made 
another litdl compas. ban after be the gret compas The celestial 

. * , n 1 , andterres- 

28 devised be lynes in manye parties And fat an the lynes trial circles 

^ ^ * are divided 

nieeten at the centre, so fat in as many parties as the 
grete compas schal be departed, in als manye schaH be 
departed the litift fat is aboute the centre, bR be it 
32 fat the spaces ben lesse. hTow famine, be the gret compas 
represented for the firmament And the litiH compas 
represented for the erthe. li(ow fa^tne, the firmament is 
deuysed be Astronomeres in .xij. signes and eitevj signe 
36is.deuysed in .xxx. degrees, fat is .CCC. t .lx. degrees 
fat the firmament hath a boue^. Also be tlie erthe 
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deuysed in als many parties a.s the firmament -t lat euery 
partye answers to a degree of the firmament. And 
wyteth it wel fat after the Auctonres of Astronoinye 
,DC. furlonges of ertSe answereTi to a degree of the 4 

XX 

firmament And fo hm .iiij, .vij. Mit, t .iiij, furlonges j* 

, Now he fat here nmltiplyed he ,CCC. sithes i .lx. i fan 
fei he^t .xxxj. t .DC. myles, euery of .viij. furlonges, 
after myles of oure contree. So moche hath the erthe in 8 
roiindness -t of heghte enviroim after my?t opynyoim -t 
iny^ vndirstondynge. And jee schuh vndirstondo fat after 
the opynyou72 of olde wise ^ Philosophres t Astronouieres 
oure contree ne Irelond ne Wales ne Scotlond ne Norway e 12 
ne the ofer yles costynge to hem ne hen not in the 
superficyalte cownted ahouen the erthe, as it scliewef 
he ail the hokes of Astronomye. For the superficialtee 
of the erthe is departed in .vij. parties for the ^vij. 16 
plauetos And fo parties ben dept clymates. And oure 
parties he not of the .vij. clymates, for fei hen de- 
scendynge toward the west hetwene high toward th,e 
roundness of the world, t fere hen the yles of ynde, 20 
And fei hen ajenst vs fat ben in the lovve contree, 
t the .vij. clymates strecchen hem enviuounynge the 
world. 


OF THE PALAY8 OF THE KYNG OF THE YLE 
OF lAUA ; OF THE TEEES )?AT BEREN MELE, 
HONY, WYN t VENYM, t OF OTHERJS^ 
MERUAYLLE8 t CUSTOMS VSED IN THE 
YLES MARCHINGE }?EEE ABOUTEN. 

B ESYDE fat yle fat I haue spoken of fere is another 24 
yle fat is dept Sumobor fat is a gret yle -t the 
kyng fereof is right myghty. The folk of fat yle maken 
hem alweys to hen marked in the visage w^’tA an hole 
yren hothe men and wommen for gret nohless, for to hen 2S 
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knowen from ofer folk, for jjei holden hemself most noble 
t most wortbi of aH the world. And fei ha?^ werre 
attweys w^t^ the foUt fat gon ail naked. And Taste besyde 
4 is^ auotiiGr yle fat is dept Betemga fat is a gode yle t a 
plentyfoz^s. And many ofer yles be'?i fere aboute where 
fere bew many of dyuerse folk of the whidie it were to 
longe to speke of ali. But fast besyde fat yle lor to passe 
8 be see is a gret yle -t a gret contree fat me^^ clepen Iaua 

i 

t it is nygh .ij. M. myle in circuyt. And the kyng of fat 
contree is a full gret lord -t a riche t a niyghty And 
hath vnder him .vij. ofer kynges of .vij. ofer yles abouten 
12 hym. ^This yle is full wel enhabyted i fuiiwel maraed, 
fere groweii ali maner of spicerie more plentyfouslich 
fan in ony ofer contree, As of gyngeuere, clowegylofres, 
caneH, zedewaE, noteniugee t maces. And wyteth wel 
16 fat the notemiige bereth the maces, For right as the note 
of the haseli hath an husk w^t^oute9^, fat the note is 
closed in til it be ripe i after falleth out, right so it is of 
the notemuge -t of tlie maces. Manye ofer spices t many 
20 ofer godes growen in fat yle, For of all fing is fere 
plentee saf only of wyn. But fere is gold i siluer gret 
plentee. And the kyng of fat centre hath a paleys full 
noble i fuH merueyllozts -t more ricbe fan ony in the 
24 world, For all the degrez to gon vp in to halles -fc ebambres 
be?j on of golJ, anofer of syliier. And also the paumentee 
of halles -t cliambres ben all square on of gold t anofer of 
syluer -t alle the walles w^'t^inne he?^ couered vrith gold 
28 -t syluer in fyn plates. And in fo plates ben stories ± 
batayles of kuyghtee enleved t the crounes -t the cercles 
abouten here licdes ben made of precioz^ stones t riche 
perles t grete. And the halles -fc the chambres of the 
32palays ben ail couered w^'t^inne gold t syluer, so 
fat noman wolde trowo the richess of fat palays but he 
had seen it. And witeth wel fat the kyng of fat yle is 
so tnyghty fat he hath many tymes ouercomen the gretfe 
36 Cane of Cathay in hataylle, fat is the, mosf gret 
Emperoiir fat is vnder the firmament oufer be^oAde the 
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see or on this half. For ])ci lian had ofte/ityme vverre 
betwene hem, because fat the grete Oane wolde constrey- 
^ nen him to li olden his lond of him, but fat other at aH 
tymes defendeth him wel a3enst him. After fat yle in 4 
goynge be see men fyiiden another yle gode t gret fat 
men clepen Pathbn, fat is a gret kyngdom fuH of faire 
cytees i fuH of townes. In fat lond growen trees fat 
heren mele wherof men niaken gode bred i white t of 8 
gode sauour And it semeth as it were of whete, hut it is 
not allynges of such Sauour. And fere ben ofer trees 
fat beren bony gode i swete And ofer trees fat beren 
venym a^eiist the whiclie fere is no inedicyne but [on] 12 
And fat is to taken lieie propre leves t stampe liem fc 
tempere him with water -t fandrynke it And eH he scliaH 
dye, for triacle wil not avaylle ne non ofer medicyne. 

Of this venjan the lewes had let sechen of on of liere 16 
f render for to enpoysone all cristiantee as I haue herd 
hem seye in here confessioun before here dyenge. But 
thanked he aH myghfcy god fei fayleden of hire jjurpos 
but aiiweys fei maken gret mortalitee of poeple. And 20 
ofer trees fer ben also fat beren wyn of noble senteinent. 
And 5if 5011 lyke to here how the mele cometh out. of the 
trees I scliaH scye jon. Men hewen the trees with an 
hachet aH: aboute the fote of the tree tiB fat the bark 24 
bo perced in many parties i fan cometh out ferof a 
thikke lykoiir, the whiche fei resceyue^i in vesselles -t 
dryen it at the hete of tlie so?2ne. And fa^2 fei \m 7 i it to 
a mylle to grynde And it ^ becometh faire mele i wliite. 28 
And the hony -t the wyn t the venym be 72 drawen out of 
ofer trees in 'the same manerc t put in vesselles for to 
kepe. In fat yle is a ded see fat is a lake fat hath no 
ground And ^if ony thing falle in to fat lake it scbaB 32 
neuere comen vp a3en. In fat lake growen reedes fat ben 

ti , 

Cannes fat fei clepen Thaby fat ben .xxx. fadrae long 
And of feise Cannes men maken faire houses. And fer 
ben ofer canes fat ben not so longe fafc growen nere the 36 
lond i han so longe rotes }at duren wel a .iiij. quarfceres of 
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a furlong ore more. And at the knotted of )3o rotes men 
fynden preciot^s stones pat Iran gret vertiies And he pat 
hereth ony of hem vpon him, yren ne steel ne may not 
4 hurt him ne drawe no blod vpon him And perfore f ei pat 
han po stones vpon he^n fighten fuH hardyly bothe on see -t 
lond Tor men may not harmen [hem] on no parfcye. And 
ferfore fei pat knowen the manere i schuH fighte witA 
8 hem fei sehoten to hem arwes -t quarelles wit^outen yren 
or steel t so jjei hurten hem -t sleen hem. And also of 
Jjo Cannes fei maken houses and schippes -t oper thinges 
as wee han here makynge houses and schippes of oke or of 
12 ony oper trees. And deme noman pat I seye it but for a 
truffuH:, for I haue seen of po Cannes viith myn owne 
ey 3 en full many tymes lyggynge vpon the Ryuere of pat 

ti 

lake, of the whiche .xx. of oiire felowes ne myghten not 
16 liften vp ne beren on to the erthe. After this ^ yle men 
gon be see to anoper yle pat is dept Calonak -t it is a 
fair lond -t a plentifoiis of godes. And the kyng of pat 
con trey hath als many wyfes as he wole For he makth 
20 serche ah: the contree to geten him the fairest maydens 
pat may ben founde t maketh hem to be7^ brought before 
him And he taketh on o nyght t anoper a noper nyght t 
so forth contynuelly sewyng, so pat he hath a .M. wyfes 
24 or mo. And he liggeth neuer but o nyght w^tA on of 
hem -t anoper nyght witA a noper, but 3 if pat on happene 
to ben more lusty to his piesance ]?an another. And 
perfore the kyng geteth fuH many childre7i, sumtyme an 
28 .C. Sinn ty me an .00. -t sumtyme mo. And he hath also 
into a .xiiij. Mil Olifauntz or mo, pat he maketh for to 
ben brought vp amonges his vileynes be aE his townes. 
For in cas pat he had ony werre a 3 enst ony oper kyng 
32 aboute him pa?zne [he] maketh ce?’teyn men of armes for 
to gon vp in to the cas tell es of tree made for the werre 
pat craftylly ben sett vpon the Olifantes bakke^, for to 
fyghten a 3 en hire enemyes, t so don oper kynges pere 
36 abouLe. For the maner of werre is not pere as it is here 
1. 31; Jjat repeated, C. 
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T have seen 
giaiit canes 
with niy 
own eyes. 


[1 fol.SOa] 


The king of 
Calonak 1ms 
more than 
a thousand 
wives. 


He has es 
many as two 
hundred 
children, 
and 14,000 
tame 

elephants. 


Oastles put 
on elephants 
in war tune. 
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Each species 
of fish comes 
to land 
once a year. 

[1 fol. 80 6] 


They stay 
three days, 
till every 
man lias 
plenty. 


Each species 
of fish does 
the same for 
three dajs. 


The natives 
believe that 
the tishes 
honour their 
king for re- 
liroducing 
his kind. 


[2 fol. 81a] 

This miracle 
is against 
nature. 


or in o^er con trees, ne the ordynance of werre noiifer. 
And 111071 clepe7^ the OJifantes warkes. And in fat yle 
is a gret ni67^uayle more to speke of f in ony ofer 
partie of the world : For aii raanere of fissclies fat hew 4 
fe7’e in the see aboutew hem coniew ones in the ^eer ecbe 
1 manere of dyiierse fissclies, on maner of kynde after other, 
t fei casten hem self to the sec banke of fat yle, so gret 
plewtee t nmltitnde fat nomaw may vnnethe see but fissch 8 
•fc |jere fei abydeii .iij. dayes and euery maw of the contree 
taketh of liem als many as him lyketh, And after fat 
maner of fissch after the thriclde day departeth -fc goth 
into the see. And after hem comew another multitude of 12 
fyssch of anofer kynde t doii in the same maner as tlie 
firsts diden ofer aij. dayes. And after hem anofer till 
aii the dyuerse maner of fisslies haii hew fere -t fat mew 
han taken of hem fat hem lyketh. And nomaw knowelh 16 
the cause wlierfore it may hew, But fei of the contree 
seyii fat it is for to do reuerence to here kyng fat is 
the most worthi kyng fat is in the world as fei seyn, be 
cause fat he fiilfilleth the commandement fat god bad to 20 
Adam -t Eue whan god seyde : Crescite et m£7Ltiph- 
CAMiNi ET REPLETE TERBAM. And for because fat he 
mwltiplieth so the world with children ferforo god sendcth 
him so the fissches of dyuerse kyndes of aii fat hew in 24 
the see, to taken at his wills for him i aii his peple. 
And f erf ore alt fe fissches of tlie see comew to maken him 
homage as the most noble t excellent kyng of the world 
t fab is best beloued with god als fei seyn. I kiiowe not 28 
the resoun wlii it is but god knowetln But this me 
semeth ^is the moste merueylle fat euere I saugh, For 
this mervaylle is a 3 enst kynd^ -t ixpb wttA kynde, fat the 
fisshes fat han fredoin to environw aii the costes of the 32 
see at here owno list comew of hire owne wiH to profreu 
hem to the deth wMoutew constreynyuge of maw* And 
ferfore lam syker fat this may not hew withouten a gret 
tokene. J)ere hew also in fat contree a kynde of Snayles 36 
fat hew so grete fab many persones may loggen hem iw 
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hire schelles, as Rien wolde don in a lityH: hous, And The shells 

of snails are 

ofer snayles pere hen pat hmi fuH grete, but not so huge 
as the oper. And of pcise snayles i of gret white 
4 wornies pat han blake hedes pat ben als grete as a mannes Large white 
tiiign -t somme lesse as grete wornies pat men fynden pere supply meat 
in wodes men niaken Vyaunde Eiali for the kyng -b for 
oper grete lordes. And 3 if a man pat is niaryed dye in 
8 pat contree, men buryen his wif -with him all q.uyk, Tor widows are 
men seyn pere pat it is resoun pat sohe make him com- with them 
panye in pat oper world as sche did in this. From pat husbands, 
contree men gon be the see occean he an yle pat is dept 
12 Caffolos. Men of pat contree whan here f render ben inCaffo, the 

sick 

seke pei hangen hem vpon trees -t seyn pat it is better pat ^ 

briddes pat ben Angeles of god eten hem ban the foule birds, who 

are angels 

wormes of the erthe. From pat yle men gon to another 

16 yle where the folk hen of fuH cursed kynde for pci norys- 

schen ^ grete dogges i teclieii hem to strangle herefrende^ Elsewhere, 

dogs are 

wliaii pei hen syke, for pei wil nought pat pei dyen of 

kyndely deth, for pei seyn pat pei scholde suffren to 

20 gret peyiie 3 if pei abyden to dyen be hemself as nature 

wolde. t whan pei ben pus enstraiigled pei eten here ^ 

flesch in stede of venysoun- Afterward men gon be 

many yles be see vnto an yle pat men clepen Milke t in Miike, 

24 pere is a full cursed peple for pei delyten in nothing more blood is 

pan for to fighteii and to sle men And pei drynkeii 

gladlyest mannes blood the whiche pei clepen Dibu, And 

the mo men pat a man may slee, the more worschipe lie 

28 hath amonges hem. And 2 if .ij. persones ben at debate Treaties are 

7 X- sanctifled 

t perauenture ben accorded be here frendes or be sum of by the 

* drinking 

here alliance, it hehoueth pat euery of hem pat scliuli of blood, 
ben accorded drynke of operes blood, And eS the accord 
32 ne the alliance is noght worth .ne it schali not be no 
repref to him to breke the alliance -t the acord, but 
3 if euery of hem drynke of operes blood, t from pat 
yle men gon he see from yle to yle vnto an yle pat is inTracoda 
36 dept Tbaooda, where the folk of pat contree ben as 

bestes t vnresonable -t duellen in caves put pei maken , snakes. 
mandeville. K 
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p fol. 82 a] 


The precious 
stone Traco- 
doun has 
40 colours. 


In Nacu- 
inera live 
the Oyiio- 
cephali. 


They 
worship 
an ox. 


Their loin- 
cloths 
and 

weapons. 


How their 
king tells 
his heads. 

[2 fol. 826] 


The royal 
rnhy a foot 
long. 


in the erbHe for fei haiie no wytt to makeii licm houses. 
And whan jjei seen oiiy ^le 9 ^ passynge Jjorgh here contrees 
J)ei hyden liem in here caves. And fei eten flessch of 
serpentes -t fei ete^ hut litiR -t fei speken nought ^ hut 4 
Jjei hissen as serpentes don And pei sette no prys he 
Txon aveer ne ricchess, hut only of a precyous ston Ipat is 
amonges hem fat is of .lx. coloures; And for the name of 
the yle f ei clepe?^ it Tracodoun. And f ei loue?^ more fat 8 
ston fan ony thing eii And 3 it tliei knowe not the vertue 
feroof hut fei coueyten it -t loue^^ it only for the heautee. 
After fat yle me)t gon he the see occean he many yles 
vnto an yle fat is dept I^^acumera fat is a gret yle t 12 
good t fayr. And it is in kompas ahoute more fa^i a .M. 
myle -t all the men i wommen of fat yle han hounded 
hedes and fei he^i dept Canopholos -t fei hen full 
resonahle i of gode vnderstondynge, saf fat fei wor- 16 
schipen an ox for here god. And also euerych 6i hem 
hereth an ox of gold or of syluer in his forhed in tokene 
fat fei louen wel here god. And fei gon all naked 
saf a lityH dout fat fei coueren wit A here knees t hire 20 
memhres. J?ei ben grete folk t wel fyghtynge -t fei han 
a gret targe fat couereth aH the body -t a spere in here 
bond to fighte witA. And jif fei taken ony man in 
bataylle anon fei eten him. The kyng of fat yle is full 24 
riche t fun myghty -t right deuout after his lawe And 
he hath ahouten his nekke .ccc. perles oryent gode i 
grete *t knotted as Pater No^fTRES here of Amber. ^ And 
in maner as wee seyn cure Pater nostrb -t oure Aub 28 
MARIA, cowntynge the Pater no^tres, right so this kyng 
seyth euery day deuoutly .ccc. preyeres to his god or fat; 
he ete. And he hereth also ahoute his nekke a Eubyb 
oryent noble -t fyn fat is a fote of lengthe -t fyve fyngres 32 
large. And whan fei chesen here kyng fei taken him 
fat ruhye to heren in his bond And so fei leden him 
rydynge aH ahouten the cytee And fro fens fromward 
fei ben all oheyssant to him. And fat ruhye he schall 36 
here ailwey ahoute his nekke, For ^if he hadde not fat 
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rubye vpo^/i liim wolde nob bolden him for kyng. 

The grebe Cane of Cathay hath gretly coiieyted pat 

EUBYE hut he inyghte neuer \\m it for werre lie for no 

4 maner of godes. This kyiig is so rightfuH i of eqnytee RoMiery 

in his doomes pat mm may go sykerlycli forghout ati his there. 

contree i here with him what him list, pat noma?^ schaii 

be?^ hardy to rohbe?i him, And 3 if he were, the kyng 

8 wolde iustifye[n] anon. Fro this lond men gon to anofer 

yle pat is dept Silha t it is weH a .Dccc. myles aboute. siiha or 

In pat lond is fuH mocheh wast, for it is fuH: of serpentes 

of dragouns t of Cokadrilles pat noman dar duelle 

12 pere. ]:)eise Cocodeilles ben serpentes 3 alowe -t rayed 

aboue7^ t ban .iiij. feet i schorte thyes t grete nayles as 

dees or talouns. ^ And pere ben somme pat ban .v. fadme C foi. sactj 

in lengthe t summe of .vj. t of .viij. -t of .x. And 

16 wljan pei gon be places pat ben grauelly, it semeth as 

pough men hadde drawen a gret tree porgh the grauelly 

place. And fere hen also many wylde bestes t namelych 

of OlypaunTjB^. In pat yle is a gret mountayne -t in 

20 mydd place of the mount is a gret lake in a fuH faire 

pleyn) i pere is gret plentee of water. And pei of the 

contree seyn pat Adam i Eus wepten vpon pat mount Afiam and 

Ev 6’3 tears. 

an .c. jeer whan pei weren dryuen out of paradys And 

24 pat water pei seyn is of here teres. For so moche water 

pei wepten bat made the forseyd lake. And in the botme Pi-ecious 

of pat lake men fyndon many precions stones t grete bottom. 

perles. In pat lake growen many reedes i grete Cannes 

28 And pere witAjnne ben many Cocodeilles t serpentes -t 

grete walerleches. And the kyng of pat contree ones 

euery jeer jeueth leve to pore men to gon in to the lake 

to gadre hem precyotes stones t perles he weye of almess stones: 

32 for the lone of god pat made Adam. And aii the jeer They anoint 
- , * I <. 1 their bodies- 

men fynde ynowe. And for the veimyn pat is w^tnnine against 

^ venomous 

pei anoynte here ames t here thyes -fc legges mth an beasts, 
oynement made of a ping pat is elept Lymons pat is a 
36 manere of fruyt lycB. sniale pesen. And panne haue pei 
1. 8, iustifyed, C. 
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[ifol. 83 6] 


Those beasts 
attack no 
strangers. 


Tvvo-lieaded 
geese and 
white lions. 


The sea 
liangs from 
the clouds. 


Ch. XXIII. 


In Dondyn 
one relative 
eats another. 


[S fol. 84 a] 

The idols 
are con- 
sulted about 
diseases. 


no drede of no Cocodrillbs ne of now ofer venymows 
vennyn. Tins water ^rewnetli fiowynge -t ebbynge be a 
syde of the mouiitayne t in pat ijuer men fynden 
preciot^s stones t peiies gret plentee. And mew of pat 4. 
yle seyn comonwly pat the serpen tes t the wilde bestes 
of pat contree ne wil not don now harm ne touchen witJi 
euyli no strange mm pat entreth in to pat contree, but 
only to mew pat ben born of the same contree. In pat 8 
contree -t of ere fere abouten fere hew wylde gees fat haw 
.ij. hedes And fere hew lyoiins aH white t als grete as 
oxen -fc many othere dyuerse bestes -t foules also fat be 
not seyn amonges vs. And witeth wel fat in fat contree 12 
t in ofer yles fere abontew the see is so high fat it 
someth as f ough it henge at the clowdes -fc fat it wolde 
couerew aH: the world ; And fat is gret meruaylle fat it 
myghte be so, saf only the wiH of god, fat the eyr sus- 16 
teyneth it. And ferfore seyth Damd iw the psautere: 
MiRABILES ELACIONES MARIS. 


HOW MEN KNOWEN BE THE YDOLE, 3 IE THE 
SIKE SCHALL DYE OE NON; OF FOLK OF 
DYUERSE SCHAP AND M^^i^UEYLOUSLY Dig- 
FIGUEED, AND OF THE MONK^/S MT 3EUEN 
HIE^ EELEEF TO BABEWYNBS, APEg t,MAE- 
MEgETTES i TO OpER BESTES. 

] ^EOM fat yle in goynge be see toward the south is 

anofer gret yle fat is dept Dondun. In fat yle 20 
bew folk of dyuerse kyndes so fat the fader eteth the 
sone, the sone the fader, the husbonde the wif -t the wif 
the husbonde. And ^if it so befalle fat the fader or 
moder 2 or ony of here feendes bew seke auon the sone 24- 
goth to the prest of here lawe t preyeth him to aske the 
ydole 3 if his fader or moder or frend schaE dye on fat 
euyH or non. And faw the prest -t the sone gon togydere 
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before the ydole t kiieleTi full deuoutly t asken of the 
ydole here demande. And the denyli pat is witftinne 
answere pat he schaii lyue pei kepe^^ him wel, And 3 if 
4 he seye pat he schaS dye pan the prest goth w^'t^ the 
sone -with the wif of him pat is seek -t fei putter here 
hondee vpon his month -t stoppen his breth t so pei sleen 
him. And after pat fei chopper aB. the body in smale 
8 pcces i preyen aH his frendes to comen t eten of him The funeral 
pat is ded -t pei senden for aS the mynstraH of the 
contree t maken a solempne feste. And whan pei ban 
eten the flesch pei taken the bones -t bnryen hem t 
12 syngen t maken gret melody e. And alle po pat ben of 
his kyn or preteiiden hem to ben his frendes, t pei come 
not to pat feste pei ben repreued for euere more -t schamed 
•fc maken gret doel, for nenere after schnll pei ben holden 
16 as frendes. And pei seyn also pat men eten here flesch 

for to delyueren hem out of peyne, For ^if the wornies of The human 
the erthe eten hem the sonle scholde snffre gret peyne as not feed 

worms. 

pei seyn *1 namely whan the flesch is tendre -l megre 
20 ^ panne seyn here frendes pat pei don gret syiine to leten foi. 846 ] 
liem haue so long langure to suffre so moche peyne 
witAoiite resoun. And whan pei fynde the flessch fatte 
pan pei seyn pat it is wel don to senden hem sone to 
24 paradys -t pat pei haue not suffred him to longe t[o] endure 
in pe 3 m.e. The kyng of this yle is a ful gret lord i a 
myghty -t hath vnder him .liiij. grete yles pat ^euen 
tribute to him. And in euerych of theise yles is a kyng 
28 crowned -t bR ben obeyssant to pat kyng And he hath in 
po yles many dyuerse folk. In bn of peise yles ben folk 
of gret stature as gea^^ntes -fc pei ben hidouse for to loke One-eyed 
vpon -fc pei ban but on eye i pat is in the myddyH of the 
32 front t pei eten no ping but raw flesch -t raw fyssch. 

And in anoper yle toward the south duellen folk of foul 
stature t of cursed kynde, pat ban non hedes t here eyen Hfeadiess 
ben in here scholdres And here mouth is croked as an SooM 

months ; 

36 tors sctoo i fat is in the myddes of here brest. And in 
1. 24, te, C. 
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others with 

mouths 

behind their 

bachs. 

Noseless 

men. 

IT 


[l*fol.85a] 

Faces 
covered by 
the upper 
lip. 


Dwarfs 
that suck 
in food 
through 
pipes. 


Ears hang, 
ing down 
to the 
knees. 
Horse- 
footed 
people. 

Quadruped 

people. 


HermnpTiro- 

dites. 


[Sfol. 86 h] 


People that 
move on 
their 
knees. 


aiiofer yle also folk "pat ban non hedes i here eyen 
-t here nionth he^^ beliynde in here schuldres. And in 
anofer yle be9^ folk pat ban the face aH platt aH pleyn 
withontm nese t w^t^oiitew nioiith, but pei ban .ij. sniale 4 
holes bE rounde in stedo of hire eyen *1: hire mouth is 
platt also mt^outen li])pes. And in anofer yle ben folk 
of foul fasceoun -t schapp ^ pat ha?^ the lippe aboue the 
mouth so gret pat whan Jjei slepen in the sonne foi 8 
keueren aH the face wit^ pat lippe. And in anofer yle 
per ben lityH folk as dwerghes -t J?oi ben to so meche as 
the Pygmeyes -t pei ban no month, but in stede of hire 
mouth foi ban a lytyH round hole. And whan J?ei scliuH 12 
eten or drynken fei taken })orgh a pipe or a penne or 
such a J?ing and sowken it in, for fei ban no tonge 
•t ferfore fei speke not, but fei maken a nianer of hiss- 
ynge as a nedder doth *t fei maken signes on to anofer 16 
as monkes don, be the whiche euery of hem vnderstondeth 
ofer. And in anofer yle ben folk ]?at ban grete eres t 
longe, fat hangen doun to here knees. And in anofer 
yle ben folk fat han hors feet t f ei ben stronge -b myghty 20 
and swift renneres for fei taken wylde bestes vrith ren- 
nyng -fc eten hem. And in anofer yle ben folk pat gon 
vpon hire honde$ t on hire feet as bestes i fei ben aH 
skynned t fedred -fc fei wole lepen as lightly into trees t 24 
fro tree to tree as it were squyrelles or apes. And in 
anofer yle ben folk fat ben bothe man -t womman ± fei 
han kynde of fat on -t of fat ofer -t fei han but o pappe 
on the 0 syde t on fat ofer non And fei han membres 28 
of generacioiin of man t womman i fei vsen bothe whan 
hem list ones fat on t anofer tyme fat ofer. And fei 
geten ^ children whan fei vsen the membre of man -t fei 
here children whan fei vsen the membre of womman. 32 
And in anofer yle ben folk fat gon aH woys vpon here 
knees ful meruey[l]Iously (^) -t at euery pas fat fei gon it 
seineth that fei wolde falle -t fei ban in euery foot .viij. 
toos. Many ofer dyuerse folk of dyuerse natures ben fere 36 
(^) raerueyslously, 0. 
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in oper yles aboute?^, of tbe -wliiclie ib were to longe to 
teli i jjerfore I passe ouer schortly. From feise yles in 
passynge be the see occean toward the est be many 
4 ioumeyes me^^ fynden a gret contree -t a gret kyngdoni Kingdom of 
pat men clepe^i Mangy i pat is in ynde the more. And 
it is the beste lond t on the fairest pat may hen in aS 
the world *t the most delectable i the most plentifows of 
8 aH godes pat is in pow’-er of man. In pat lond dwelle 9 ^ 
many cristene men t sarrazynes, for it is A gode contree 

i 

± a gret And pere hen jnne mo J?a^ .ij. M. grete cytees 

i riche ^Yithoaten oper grete townes. And pere is more 

12 plentee of peple pere fan in ony oper par tie of ynde foi- 

the bountee of the contree. In fat contree is no nedy man 

ne noji fat goth on beggynge. And fei hen fuS faire 

folk, but fei ben aH pale And the men him thynne Sparse hair 
1 and beards 

to berdes t fewe heres, but fei be9^ longe : But vnethe hath oftue 

ony man passynge .1. heres in his herd t on heer sitt 

here, anofer fere, as^the herd of a lyberd or of a catt. 

In fat lond be7^ many fairere wommen fan in ony of er 

20 contree be^onde the see And f erf ore ^ men clepen fat lond [i foi.sca] 

Albanye because fat the folk hen white. ■ And the chief 

cytee of that contree is dept Latoryn -t it is a iourneye The capital. 

from the see And it is moche more fan Parys. In fat 

24 cytee is a gret ryuere berynge schippes fat gon to alle the 

costes in the see. Iso cytee of the world is so wel stored 

of schippes as is fat And aH fo of the cytee -t of the 

contre [worschipen] (^) ydoles. In fat contree hen double 

28 sithes more [briddes fan] be9^ here : ]5erc be^^ wdiito gees whit§ and 

CTdS'tG^ 

rede aboute the nekke t fei ha^^ a gret crest as a cokkes geese, 
comb vpo^ hire hedee And fei he^^ meche more pere fan 
fei hew here t men byen hem fere aH quykk right gret 
32 chepe. And fere is gret plentee of neddres of whom Adders are 

a great 

meTi make7^ grete festes t eten hem at grete sollempnytees, delicacy. 
And he fat maketh fere a feste, be it neiiere so costifous 
t he haue no neddres he hath no thank for his trauaylle. 

(^) Words between brackets here and on p. 136 missing because 
tfe parchment i.s torp, 



136 [CH. 


Priests and 
idols. 


Idols fed on 
smoke, 
priests on 
meat. 

[1 foL 86 6] 

Woolly 

hens. 


Tame 
animals 
used for 
fishing. 


Cassay or 
Hangchow. 


Its lagoon 
and 12,000 
bridges. 


[2 fol. 87 a] 


XXIII. IDOLATKY. TEANSMIG RATION OP SOULS.] 

Many gode cytees Jjefe be?^ in ]?at coiitree t ban gret 
pleiitee t gret chep of aH wynes -h vitailles. In fat 
contree ben manye cMrcbes of religions ± of here 
lawe And in fo chirclies be% ydoles als grete as geauntes 4 
And to tbeise ydoles fei jeuen to ete at grete festyfuH 
dayes in this manere : J5ei bryngen before hem mete ali 
soden, als hoot as f ei comen fro the fuyr t f ei lete^ the 
smolce gon vp towarde^ the ydoles And fa^^ fei seyn fat 8 
the ydoles ha?^ eten t fa% the religions men etew the 
mete afterwardes. In fat contree ^ ben white hewnes 
w^tAoiite^^ fetheres, but fei here ^2 white wolle as scheep 
don here. In fat contree wommen fat he^t vnmaryed 12 
fei ha?^ tokenes on hire hedes lych coronales to ben 
knowew for vnmaryed. Also in fat contree fer be^^ 
besfces taught of men to gon into watres into Ryiieres t 
into depe stankes for to take fysch, the whiche best is 16 
hut lytiS -t men clepe^j hem loyres. [t whanne] men 
casten hem in to the water, aiio9* [fei briiigen] gret 
fisshes als manye as me^i wole. And 3 if ine^ wil haue 
mo fei cast hem in ajen i fei hrynge7^ vp als many as 20 
me^ list to haue. And fro fat cytee passynge many 
iourneyes is anofer cytee on the grettest of the world 
fat nle7^ clepe^ Oassay fat is to seyne the cytee of 
heuene., )0at cytee is wel a .1, myle ahoute -fc it is 24 
stronglich enhabyted w^tA peple in so moclio fat in on 
hous me^^ maken .x. housholdes. In fat cytee "hen .xij. 
priricypaH ^ates and before euery 3 ate a .iij. myle or a 
•iiij. myle in lengthe is a gret tomb or a gret cytee. pat 28 
cytee sytt vpon a gret lake on the see as doth Yenyse. 
And in fat cytee ben mo fan .xij. .M. brigg^;^" t vpon 
euery brigge ben stronge toures t gode in the whiche 
duellen the wardeynes for to kepen the cylee fro the gret 32 
Cane. And on fat o part of the cytee renneth a gret 
ryuere all along the cytee And fere duellen cristene men 
■fc many • ® marchauntes -t of er folk of dy uerse nacyouns 
because fat the loud is so good t so plenty f one. And 36 
}If 17-18, see p. 135, footnote. 
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]>ere growetH fuH gode wyn fat men clepen Eigon fat is 
fiiH myghty t gentyH in drynkynge. This is a Cytee 
ryaH where the kyng of Mangy was wont to dwell -fc 
i pere duelle^i many religio^is me^^ as it were of the ordre 
of freres, for fei hen mendyfauntes. From pat cytee 
me 7 ^ gon he watre solacynge -fc disportin[g]e hem tiS fei 
come to an Ahheye of monkes fat is faste by fat be^ 
8 gode religioits men after here feyth i lawe. In fat 
abbeye is a gret gardyn -t a fair where be»i many trees of 
dynerse manere of f rules, And in this gardyn is a lytiit 
liiH full of delectable trees ; In fat hiE t in fat gardyn 
12 beii many dyuerse bestes, as of Ai 3 es, Marmozettes 
Babewynes -t many ofer dyuerse bested. And euery day 
whan the Coiient of this Abbeye hath ete 7 ^ the Awmener 
let here the releef to the gardyn t he smyteth on the 
16 gardyn 3 ate w^t>^ a clyket of syluer fat he lioldeth in his 
liond t ano^^ aS the bestes of f e liiE -t of dyuerse places 

i’ 

of the gardyn corner out a .iij. .M. or a .iiij. Mit. -t fei 
comen in gyse of pore men And men 3 euen hem the releef 
20 in faire vesselles of syluer dene ouergylt. And whan fei 
lian ete?^ the monk smyteth eftsones on the gardyn 3 ate 
w^t^ the clyket -t fan anon aE the bestes retorn en a 3 en 
to here places fat fei come fro. And fei seyn fat theise 
24 bestes ben soules of worth! men fat resemblen in lykness 
of fo bestes fat ben faire -fc f erf ore [fei 3 evcn] (^) ^hem mete 
for the lone of god. And the ofer bestes fat ben foule fei 
seyh ben soules of pore men -t of rude comouns ; -t fus 
28 fei beleeuen t noman may putte hem out of f is opynyoun.' 
)?eise bestes aboueseyd fei let taken whan fei ben 3 onge 
•t norisschen hem so w^'tfe almess als manye as fei may 
fynde. And I asked hem 3 !! it had not ben better to 
32 haue 30 uen fat releef to pore men rathere fan to f o 
bestes And fei answerde me -t seyde fat fei hadde no- 
pore man amonges hem in fat contree And fough it 
had ben so, fat pore men had ben among hem, 3 it were 
36 it gretter Almess to 3 euen it to fo soules fat don fere' 
(1) Missing, MS, 
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here penance. Manye merneylles be^t in fat cytee 
t in the contree pere aboute, ])at were to long to tell 
30U. Fro J?at cytee go me^^ be the contree a .vj. 
iourneyes to anofer cyfcee pat nie^ clepew Chilenfo, of 4 

ti 

the whiche cytee the walles be^^ .xx. niyle aboute. In 
pat cytee be^t .lx. brigges of ston so faire pat noniaw may 
see fairere. In pat cytee was the firste sege of the kyng 
of Mangy for it is a fair cytee -h plentevous of all 8 
godes. After passe mm ouerthwart a gret ryuere pat 
mm clepen Balay t fat is the greitest ryuere of fressch 
water pat is in the world, For fere as ife is most narow 
it is more pan .iiij. myle of brede. An fa^^ne entren 12 
mm a3en in to the loud of the grete Ohanb. \^at 
ryuere goth forgh the lond of Pigmans, where fat the 
folk hen of lifcyH: stature fat he?^ hut .iij. span long and 
fei hen right faire i gentyfi: after here qnantytees bothe 16 
^ the men t the wommen. And fei maryen hem whan 
they ben half 3ere of age t geten children. And pci 
lyuen not hut .vi. 3eer or .vij. at the moste And he fat 
lyueth .yiij. 3eer men holden him fere right passynge 20 
old. Jjeise men ben the beste worcberes of gold, syluer, 
coutoun, sylk -t of all suche th ingee of ony ofer fat hen 
in the world, And fei ban often tymes werre w^tA the 
bryddee of the contree fat fei taken t eten. J)is lityH 24 
folk noufer lahouren in londee ne in vynes but fei 
ban grete men amongee hem of cure stature fat tylen 
the lond t lahouren amonges the vynes for hem. And 
of fo men of cure stature ban fei als grete skorn t 28 
wonder as we wolde haue among vs of geauntee 3if fei 
weren amonges vs. Jjere is a gode cytee amonges ofere 
where fere is dwellynge gret plentee of fo lytyH folk 
And it is a gret cyfcee t a fair -t the men ben grete fat 32 
duellon amonges hem, But whan fei geten ony children 
fei hen as lityH as the Pygmbyes, And ferfore fei ben 
aH for the moste port aH Pygmbyes, for the nature of the 
lond is such. The grete Cane let kepe this cytee fuH 36 
wel, for it is his. An 4 aH be it fat the Pyqmbyes hen 



[CH. XXIII. IDOLATRY, TEANSMIORATION OR SOULS.] 139 


lytyH 3 it fei hen fiiH: rcsonable after here age -t cosine 
bothen wytt t gode t malice ynow. Fro yat cytee 
gon men be the contree be many cytees t many townes 
4 vnto a cytee fat men clepen Ianichay t it is a noble 
cytee t a riche i of gvet profite to the lord. And fidcr 
go men to seche^^ marchandise of ali manere of fing. 
)Pat cytee ^ is fuH moche worth 3 erly to the lord of the 
8 contree, For he hath euery ^er to rente of fat cytee as 
fei of the cyte seyn .1. Mit. Cxjmant^ of floreyns of 
gold. For fei cownte ?2 fere aH be Cumanz, And euery 
CuMAWT is .X .M. [doreyiis] Q) of gold. Now may me?^ 
12 wel rekene how moche fat it amounteth. The kyng of 
fat contree is fuS myghty -t 3 it he is 'vnder the grete 
Cahe And the gret Cane hath vnder him .xij. suche 
prouynces. In fat contree in the gode towns is a gode 
16 custom, For whoso wih: make a feste to ony of his 
frendes fere be^^ certeyn jnnes in euery gode town -t he 
fat wil make the feste wil sey to the hostellere : Arraye 
for me to morwe a gode dyner for so many folk -t telle th 
20 him the nombre -t denyseth him the viaimdes. And he 
seyth also : f us moche I wil dispende -t nomore. And 
anon the hostellere arrayeth for him so faire -t so wel -t 
so honestly fat fer schaE lakke no thing. And it schatt 
24: be don sunnere t wit?^ lasse cost f a?^ t a man made it 
in his owne hows. And a .v. myle fro fat cytee toward 
the bed of the ryuere of Balay is anofer cytee fat men 
clepen Menkb. In fat cytee is strong navye of schippes 
28 and att be^i while as snow of the kynde of the trees 
* fat fei ben made* offe, And fei be^^ full grete schippes 
faire and wel ordeyncd t made ^iih halles -t chambres 
t ofer eysemontes, as fough it were on the loud. Fro 
32 fens go men be many townes -t many cytees forgh the 
contree vnto a cytee fat me^ clepen Banter yne t it is 
an .vii]. iourneyes ^fro fe cytee aboueseyd. This cytee 
sitt vpon a faire ryuere gret t brood fat men clepeii 
36 Caramaron. This ryuere passeth forgh out Cathay t 
(^) MS., 
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it dotfi often tyme barm * fat fuii gret Whan it is 
ouer gret. 


Oh. XXIV. OF THE GEETB CHANE OF CHATAY; OF THE 
EIALTEE OF HIS PALAYS t HOW HE SITT 
AT METE, AND OF THE GEETE NOMBEE OP 
OPFICEEES }jAT SBEUEN HYM. 
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[ifol. 89 i] 
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C HATAY is a grete contree t a fair, noble -t ricEe -t 

full of marchawntesj Jider gon Marebawndes aH 4 
3erGS for to seclien spices -t aH manere of marchandises 
more comounly fan in ony oper partye. And 366 schuH 
vndeystonde fat Marchawndes fat come^t fro Gene or 
fro Venyse or fro Eomanye or ofer parties of Lombardye 8 
fez gon be see -t be londe .xj. monetbes or .xij. or more 
sumtynie or f ei may come to the yle of Cathay, fat is 
the princypall regyou9^ of aH partyes be3onde -t it is of 
the grete Cane. Fro Cathay go nie^t toward the est be 12 
many iorneyes t fan nie^t fynden a gode cytee betwene 
feise ofere fat clepejt Sugarmago. j?at cytee is 
on of the beste stored of sylk -t ofer marchandises fat 
is in the world. After gon men ^it to anofer old cytee 16 
toward the est t it is in the proziynce of Cathay, And 
besyde fat cytee the men of Tartarye haTi let ma-ke 
a notber cytee fat is dept Gaydon -t it hath .xij. 3ates 
And hetwene the .ij. 3ates fere is aHweys a gret myle. 20 
So fat the .ij. cytees, fat is to seyne the olde t the 
news han in cyreuyt more fan .xx. myle. In this cytee 
is the sege of the grete Cane in ^a ftiH gret palays i 
the most passynge fair in aH the w^oiid. Of the whiche 24 
the walles hen in circuyt more fan .ij. myle, And wMin 
the walles it is aH fuH of ofer palays. And in the gardyn 
of the grete palay% fere is a gret hiH vpon the whicbe 
is an ofer palays And it is the most fair -t the most riche 28 
fat ony imn may deuyse And aH ahonte the palays -t the 
hiH hm many trees herynge many dyuerse frutes. And 
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aH aLoiite }?afc liiH hm dyclies grete ± depe And besyde 
hem he7i grete vyueres on pat o part -t on 'pat other 
And pere is a fnii fair hrigge to passe^^ ouer the dyches. 
4 And in peise Yyueres hm so many wylde gees -t gandres 
t wylde dokes -t swannes i heiroz^ns pat it is ^v^tAoute9^ 
nomhre. And ail aboute peise dyches -t vyueres is the 
grete gardyn fuH of wylde bestes so pat whan the gret 
8 Cane wil haue ony dcsport onper to taken ony of the 
wylde bestes or of the foules, he wil lete chace hem 
t taken hem at the windowes wit^onten goynge out of 
liis chanibre. This palays where his sege is is bothe 
12 gret -t jiassynge fair And w^tMn the ptdays in the halle 
pere bei^ .xxiiij. pyleres of fyn gold -t aE the walles hew 
couerod witAjnne of rede skynnes of bestes pat men 
clepen Fanterbs, pat beT-^ faire bestes -t wel smellyng 
16 so pat for the swete odour of po skynnes non euyH ayr 
may entre in to the palays. \)o sky^mes be^i als rede as 
blode -t pei schyneg^ so brighte a 3 en the sonne pat vnethes 
rlomag^ may beholden hem. And many folk ^worschipegi 
20 po bestes whan pei meeteg^ hem first at niorwe for here 
gret vert lie -t for the gode smeH pat pei han, t po sky?^nes 
pei prey sen more pan pongh pei were plate of fyn gold. 
And in the myddes of this palays is the mountour for 
24 the grete Cane pat is aE wrought of gold i of precyo^^ 
stones -fc grete perles. And at .iiij. corneres of the 
mouwtour ben .iiij. serpente^ of gold And aH aboute per is 
ymade large nettes of sylk i gold -t grete perles hangynge 
28 aH aboute the mountour. And vnder the MOUi^TOUiz ben 
CoNDYTES of beuerage pat pei drynken in the Emperours 
court And besyde pe condytes beti many vesselles of gold 
be the whiche pei pat hen of houshold drynken at the 
32 condyt. And the halle of the palays is fuH nobelych 
arrayed t fuH meruey[l]leousely atyred on aH partyes in 
aH thingea pat meg^ apparayle w^t^ ony halle. And first 
at the chief of the halle is the Emperoures throne fuH 
36 high where he sytteth at the mete t pat is of fyn 
1. 33 , 5 corrected to 1 . Of. p. 134 , 1. 34 , and footnote. 
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precyouse stones bordiirecl aE aboiite wtlA pared gold t 
precyotfs stones -t grete perles, And the grees fat he goth 
vp to the table be9^ of 'grecions stones medled ^'iih gold. 
And at the left syde of the Emperoiires sege is the sege 4 
of his firste wif o degree lowere fan the Emperour t it is 
of jaspere bordured witA gold -t precious stones. And the 
sege of his seconde wif is also anofer [degree] more lowere 
fan his firste wif t it is also of jaspe?’e bordured wttA 8 
gold as fat ofer is. And the sege of the thridde wif is 
^ also more lowe be a degree fan the seconde wif. For he 
hath alweys .iij. wifes w^t/i him where fat euere he be t 
after his wyfes on the same syde sytten the ladyes of his 12 
lynage ^it lowere after fat fei be^^ of estate. And aH f o 
fat be^^ maryed han a countrefete made lyche a maaxe,? 
FOOT vpon here hedes cubyte long all wrought with grete 
perles fyne t oryent t aboue5^ made viiih pecokes fedres 16 
i of ofer schynynge fedres i fat stont vpon here hedee 
lyke a crest, in tokene fat fei be9^ vnder ma9^nes fote t 
vnder swbiecc^un of man, And fei fat ben vnmaryed 
han none suche. And after at the right syde of the 20 
Emperour first sytteth his oldest sone fat schaE regne 
after him ; And he sytteth also o degree lowere fan the 
Emperour in suche manere of seges as don the Emperesses. 

And after him sitten ofer grete lordes of liis lynage, euery 24 
of hem a degree lowere fan ofer, as fei ben of estate. 
And the Emperour hath his table allone be him self fat 
is of gold t of precions stones or of cristaH: bordured 'with 
gold i fuH of precio^^s stones or of Amatystes or of 28 
LiGNUiif Aloes fat cometh out of paradys or of luory 
bounden i bordui’ed witji gold. And euerych of his 
wyfes hath also hire table be hireself And his eldest sone 
■t the ofer lordes also -t the ladyes -t aE fat sitten witA 32 
the Emperour han tables allone be hemself fuE liche. 

And fere nys no table but fat it is worth an liuge tresour 
of gode. And vnder the Emperoures table sitten .iiij. 
clerkes fat writen aS fat the Emperour seyth, he it good, 36 

L 7, sege, 0. 


The 

secretaries. 
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be it euyii. ^ For all fat he seyth moste hen hoklen, for 
he may not chaiingew his woord ne revokedt. And [at] (^) 
grete solenipne fesies before the Emperoiires table mew 
4 bryngen grete tables of gold i fe?*eon bew Pecokes of gold 
■t many oJ)er maner of dynerse fonles aii of gold t richely 
wrought -fc enameled -fc mew maken hem dauncew and 
syngew clappynge here wenges to gydere -t maken gret 
8 noyse -t whefer it be by craft or be nygromancye I wot nere, 
but it is a gode sight to beholde -fc a fair, And it is gret 
meruayle how it may be. Bat I haiie the lasse meniaylle 
because fat fei bew the moste sotyle mew in all sciences -t 
12 in ah craftes fat hew in the world, For of sotyltee -t of 
malice -fc of fer castynge fei passen ah mew vnder henene. 
And f erf ore fei soyn hem self fat fei seen v;i\h .ij. eyen 
■fc the cristene mew see but witA on be cause fat fei bew 
16 more sotyh faw fei, For ah ofer naciouws fei seyn bew 
but blynde in conynge -t worchinge in comparisonw to 
hem. I did gret besyness for to haue lerned fat craft 
but the maistre tolde me fat he had made avow to his god 
20 to teche it to no creature but only to his eldeste sone. 
Also aboue the Emperoufes table -fc the of ere tables -fc 
ahouew a gret partie in the halle is a vyne made of fyn 
gold i it spredeth ah aboute the hah -fc it hath many 
24 clustres of grapes, somme white, somme grene, summe 
j«a]owe -fc somme rede t somme blake, ah of precious 
stones. The white hew of ORisxAMi -fc of berylle -fc of 
jRis, the 3 alowe bew of topazes, the rede bew of 
28 RUBIES ^ i of Grenaz -fc of Alabeaundynes, The grene 
bew of Emeraudes of Perydos t of Crisolytes, And the 
blake ben of Onichez t Garantez. And fei bew ah so 
propurlych made fat it semeth a verry vyne berynge 
32 kyndely grapes. And’ before the Emperoures table 
stonden grete lordes -fc riche barouns t others fat seruew 
the Emperou/* at the mete. But nomaw is so hardy to 
speke a word but 3 if the Emperour speke to him, But 31 ! 
36 it be Mynstrelles fat syngew songes i tellen gestes or oper 
(^) Missing, 0* 


[1 fol. 91 a] 


The auto- 
matic birds. 


Cleverness 
of the 
Chinese. 


Tlieir boast 
that other 
nations are 
blind, 
Christians 
one-eyed, 
end that 
only them- 
selves use 
both eyes. 


The gold 
vine with 
the graiies 
of precious 
stones. 


[2 fol. 916] 


Concerts 

during 

ineafs* 



144 


Precious 

vessels. 


Silver is 
despised. 


The guard 
of the hall. 


I served the 
Bmperor to 
admire the 
state of his 
court. 

[1 fol. 92 a] 


The luxury 
at court is 
incredible. 


The com- 
moners* 
table 
manners 
are vile* 

But the 
sovereign’s 
household 
is splendid. 


[CH. XXIV. THE GREAT CAN^S COURT.] 

desporfces to solace vtiih the Emperour. And ah the 
vesseH: pat serued w^tA in the halle or in 

chambres ben of precions stones And specyally at grete 
tables, ouper of jaspre or of cristaH or of Amatystez or 4 
of fyn gold. And the cuppes ben of Enieraudez t of 
Saphires or of Topazes, of Perydoz and of many oper 
precyoiise stones. Yesseli of syliw is pere non, for pei 
teH no prys pere of to make no vesseli offe, But pei 8 
maken perof grecynges t pileres i pawmente^ to halles t 
chambres. And before the halle dore stonden manye 
baronnes -t knyghtes dene armed to kepe pat noman 
entre, but jif it be the wille or the commandement of the 12 
Emperour or but 3 if pei ben seniauntes or mynstraH of 
the houshold ; And oyer non is not so hardy to neighen 
ny the haii dore. And 30 schuH vndirstonde pat my 
felawes and I witA oure 3 omen we senieden this 16 
Emperour -t weren his Soudyoures .xv. monethes a 3 enst 
the kyng of Mangy pat held werre a 3 enst him. And the 
cause was for wee ^ hadden gret lust to see his noblesse -t 
the estat of his court t aH his gouernance, to wite 3 if it 20 
were such as we herde seye pat it was. And treuly we 
fond it more noble and more excellent -t ricchere i more 
mefueyllons pan eiw we herde speke olfe. In so moche 
pat we wolde neuer ban leved it, had wee not a seen it, 24 
For I trowe pat noman wolde beleve the noblesse, the 
ricchesse ne the mnltytude of folk pat ben in his court, 
but he had seen it. For it is not pere as it is here, For 
the lordes here han folk of certeyn nombre als pei may 28 
siiffise, But the grete Chans liatli euery day folk at his 
costages t expens as w^'tAouten nombre. But the 
ordynance ne the expenses in mete t drink ne the 
honestee ne the clennesse is not so arrayed pere as it is 32 
here ; for aB the comouns pere eten witAouten cloth vpon 
here knees t pei eten aH maner of flessch t lityH of bred, 
And after mete pei wypen here hondes vpon here skyrtes 
•fc pei eten not but ones a day. But the estat of lordes is 36 
fuH grct 1 riche i noble. And aH be it pat sum men wil 
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not trow me, but holden it for fable to telle^i hem the 
nobless of his persone -t of his estate t of his court -t of 
the gret mt^ltytude of folk ]>at he holt, natheles I schaH 
4 seye 30U A partye of him -t of his folk, after fat I haue 
seen the manere -fc the ordynance fnH many a tynie. And 
whoso fat wole may leve me 3if he wih, And whoso wiH 
not may leue also. For I wot wel ^if ony man hath 
8 ben in fo contrees be^onde, fough he haue not hen in the 
place 1 where the grete Chans duelleth, he schaH here 
speke of him so meche mmieylouse fing, fat he schaH 
not trowe it lightly ; And treuly no more did I myself til 
12 I saugh it. And fo fat han ben in fo contrees -t in the 
gret Canes houshold knowen wel fat I seye soth And 
ferfore I wiH not spare for hem fat knowe not ne beleue 
not but fat fat fei seen for to teH 30U a partie of him t 
16 of liis estate fat he holt whan he goth from contree to 
contree t whan he maketh solempne fester. 


WHERFORE HE IS CLEPT THE GRETE CHANB; 
OF THE STYLE OF HIS l^TTEBS, AND OF 
THE SUPHiJSCEIPCZOUN ABOWTEN HIS GEETE 
SEAIi- t HIS PEYUEE SEAHB. 

I jlIRST I schaH seye 3011 whi he was dept the gret 
Chane. Jee schuH vndirstonde fat aH the world 
20 was destroyed be Hoes flood saf only Hoe -t his wif t his 
children. Hoe had .iij. sones Sem, Cham -t Iapheth. 
This Cam was he fat saugh his fadres preuy memhres 
naked whan he slepte i scorned hem i schewed hem with 
24 his fynger to his bretheren in scornynge wise -t ferfore 
he was cursed of god, And Iaphbth turned his face 
awey t couered hem. .iij. bretheren had cesoun in 

aH the lond And this Cham for his crueltee toke the 
28 gretter t the beste partie toward the est, fat is dept Asye 
And Sem toke Appryk And, Iaphbth toke Europe, And 
ferfore is aH the erthe departed in theise .iij, parties be 

feise .iij. bretheren. Cham was the grettest i the most 
MANDBVILLE. 


No one can 
believe it, 
unless lie 
sees it. 
[ifol. 9261 
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Cham was 
the ancestor 
of Nimrod 
and of the 
various 
monsters 
and 

heatliens. 
[ifol. 93 a] 


The Great 
Can of Asia 
calls himself 
after Chain. 


Bise of the 

Tartar 

people. 

[2fol. 936] 
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mygfefcy t of him camew mo generactoims fan of the 
ofere And of ^ his sone Chusb was engendred Membroth 
the geaiint fat was the iirste kyng fat euer was in the 
world -t he began the fundaciouw of the tour of Baby- 4 
LOYNE. And fat tyine the fendes of helle cameri many 
tymes t leyen w^’tA the womniew of his generaciouTJ t 
engendred on hem dyuerse folk as Monstbes -t folk dis- 
figured, Sumnio witAoute?* hedes, summe w^fcA grete eres, 8 
summe w^tA on eye, summe geauntes, sum witA hors feet 
i many ofer of dyuerse schapp a3enst kynde. And of 
fat generamim of Cham hew comew the Paynbmes t 
dyuerse folk fat hew in yles of the see be all ynde. And 12 
for als moche as he was the most myghty t no man’ 
myghte witAstonde him he cleped himself the sone of 
god t souereyn of all the world, And for this Cham this 
Emperour clepeth him Cham -t souereyn of alt the world. 16 
i of the generac^ouw of Sem b^w comew the Sarrazines, 
And of the generac^ouw of Iapheth is comew the peple of 
Israel And [wee](^) f ough fat wee duellew in Eubope. this 
is the opynyouw fat the Syryenes -t the Samabitanes haw 20 
amonges hem t fat f ei told me before fat I wente toward 
ynde, But I fond it of er wise. Hatheles the sothe is this, 
fat Tartaetnbs t fei fat duellew in the grete Asye fei 
camew of Cham, But the Emperour of Chatay clepeth 24 
him not Cham, hu[t] Can 1 1 schaH teH 30U how. It is hut 

XX 

lityH more fan .viij. 3eer fat aH Tartabye was in s«b- 
iecttouw t in seruage to othere nacyouws aboutew, for fei 
werew but bestyafi: folk t dideii nofing but keptew bestes 28 
t lad hem to pastures. But amowges ^ hem fei hadden 
.vij. princypaH nacyouns fat weren soueraynes of hem 
alle, Of the whiche the firste nacyouw or lynage was dept 
Tartar, And fat is the most noble t the moste preysed. 32 
The seconds lynage is dept Tanghot, The fridde Euraoh, 

The .iiij. Yalaib, The .v. Semooh, The .vj. Menglt, The 
.vij. Coboogh. IsTow befeH it so, fat of the firste lynage 
silcceded an old worth! maw fat was not riche, fat hadde 36 
P) wee, missing in 0. 
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to name Changuys. This mm lay vpon a night in his 
bed, t he sawgh in avisioii^^ pat pere cam before him a 
knyght Armed aii in white t he satt vpon a white hors 
4 i seyde to him : Can, slepest poa ? the InmortaH god 
hath sent me to pe t it is his wille pat pou go to the 
•vij. lynages t seye to hem pat pou schalt be?i here 
Emperour. Eor pou schalt conquers the londes -t the 
8 contrees pat hen abouteTi, And pei pat marches vpon 30 U 
schuH be^ vnder ^oure subiecc^on?^, as 300 hm be^^ vndsf 
hires, for pat is goddes wille Inmortaii. And whan he 
cam at morwe Changuys roos i wente to the .vij. lynages 
12 -t tolde hem how the white knyght had seyd, And pei 
scorned him i seyden pat he was a fool t so he departed 
fro hem all ascliamed. And the nyght sewynge this 
white knyght cam to the .vij. lynages i commaunded hem 
16 on goddes belialue InmortaH: pat pei scholde make this 
Changuys here Einperour t pei scholde be^^ out of swb- 
iecc^ou?^ -t pei scholde holden all oper regiounes aboute 
hem in here seruage, as pei had ben to hem beforn. And 
20 on the morwe ^ pei chosen him to ben here Einperour And 
pei setten him vpon a blak fertre -t after pat pei liften 
him vp witA gret solempnytee t pei setten him in a 
chayer of gold -fc diden hym aH nianer of reuerence i pei 
24 cleped him Chan, as the white knyght called him. And 
whan he was pus chosen he wolde assayen 3 if he myghte 
trust in hem or non -t wheper pei wolde ben obeyssant 
to him or non, And panne he made many statutes -t 
28 ordynances, pat pei clepen ysya Chan. The firste statute 
was pat pei scholde beleeuen t obeyen in god InniortaS 
pat is aHmyghty, pat wolde casten hem out of seruage’ -t 
at all tymes clepe to him for help in tynie. of nede. The 
32 toper statute was pat aH maner of men pat myghte beren 
armes scholden ben nombred And to euery .x. scholde 
ben a mayster And to euery .e. a mayster And to euery 
.M. a mayster And to euery .x. M. a mayster. After he 
36 commanded to the princypales of the .vij. lynages pat 
pei scholde leuen t forsaken att pat pei hadden in godee 
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vision of a 
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and to 
behead 
their eldest 
sons. 


The -vv'ar of 

conquest 

he^in. 

[ifol 94 J1 
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wood. 
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i heritage -t fro pens forth to liolden hem payd of pat pat 
he wolde 3 euc hem of his grace ; And pei diden so anon. 
After he commaunded to the princypales of the .vij 
lynages pat euery of hem scholde hrynge his eldest sone 4 
before him -t witA here owne handes smyten of here hedes 
wttAoiitew taryenge ; And anon his command ement was 
performed. And whan the Chane sagh pat pei made 
non obstacle to performen his commandement, panne he 8 
thoughte wel pat he myghte trusten in hem ^ -t com- 
maniided hem anon to make hem redy -fc to sewen his 
banere. And after this Ohanb putt in snbiect^onn aU 
the londes aboute him. Afterward it befeH vpon a day 12 
pat the Chane rood w^t^ a fewe meynee for to beholde 
the strengthe of the contree pat he had wonnen and so 
befeH pat a gret mnltytude of liis enemyes metten -with 
him -t for to ^euen gode ensample of hardyness to his 16 
poeple he was the firste pat faiight t in the myddes of 
his ene[myes] Q) encoTOtred, i pere he was cast from 
his hors -t his hors slayn). And whan his folk saugh him 
at the erthe pei weren aH abasscht -t wenden he had ben 20 
ded t flowen euerychone -t hire enemyes after t chaced 
hem, But pei wiste not pat the Emperour was pere. 
And whan the enemyes weren ferr pursuynge the 
chaee, the Emperour himself hidde him in a thikke 24 
wode. And whan pei weren comen a^en fro the chace 
pei wenten t soughten the wodes ^if ony of hem had 
ben hid in the thikke of the wodes t manye poi 
founden t slowen hem anon. So it happend pat as pei 28 
wenten serchinge toward the place pat the Emperour was 
pei saugh an Owle syttynge vpon a tree abouen hym 
And pan pei seyden anionges hem pat pere was noman 
because pat pei saugh pat brid pere. And so pei wenten 32 
hire wey i pus escaped the Emperour from doth. And 
panne he wente preuylly ati be nyghte tiH he cam to his 
folk pat weren full glad of his comynge t maden grete 
thankynges to god InmortaH -t to pat bryd be whom 36; 

(^) Missing, 0. 



149 


[CH. X2CV. niSE OF JENGHIZ KHAN.] 

here lord ^ was saued. And fej-fore princypally abone^i aH 
foules of J}e world Jiei worscliipeii the Owle And whan 
J?ei liau oiiy of here fcdres fei kepeti hewi fuifi precyously 
4 in stede of relykes t bere^i hem vpoii here hedes \Yith 
gret reuerence -t fei liolden hem self blessed i saf fro7» 
aH periles wliil fat fei ban hem vpon hem t ferfore fei 
bere 7 ^ liere fedres vpon here hedes. After all this the 
8 Chane ordeyned him t assembled his peple -t wente vpon 
hem fat hadden assayled hym before -t destroyed hem 
i put liem in s^^biecc^ou^^ i seniage. And wlian he had 
woT^uew t putt aH the louden -b contrees on this half the 
12 mouTit Bely AN in swbiecc'iouT^, the whyte knyght cam 
to him a 3 eii in his sleep -fc seyde to him : Chan, the 
wilie of god IninortaH is fat f on passe the mount Belyan 
• t fou scbalt wy 7 ^ne the loud t fou schalt piitten many 
16 nacyoims in swbiecc^ou7i. And for fou schalt fynde no 
gode passage for to go toward fat contree, go [to] the 
mount Belyan fat is vpon the see -t knele fe^'e .ix. tymes 
toward the est in the •worschipe of god TnmortaH -t he 
20 schal schewe f e weye to passe by, And the Chane dide so. 
And anoM the see fat touched t was fast to the moimt 
began to withdraws him i schewed fair weye of .ix. fote 
brede large -t so he passed v?ith his folk -t wan the lend 
24 of Cathay fat is the grettest kyngdoni of the world. And 
for the .ix. knelynge^ t for the .ix. fote of weye the 
Chane t alle the ^ me^^ of Taktarye ban the nombxe of 
.ix. in gret reuerence. And f erfore who fat wole make 
28 the Chane ony present, be it of hors, bo it of bryddes 
or of Arwes or bowes or of fmte or of ony other thing, 
alweys ho most make it of the nombre of .ix. And so 
famae ben the presentes of grettcrc plesance to him -t 
32 more beiiygnely he wil resceyuen hem fan fough ho 
were presented witA an .C. or .00. For hym semeth the 
nombre of .ix. so holy, be cause the messager of god 
jnmortalt devised it. Also whan 'the Chane of Cathay 
36 hadde woiinen the contree of Cathay i put in st^biec- 
cioun t viider fote many eontrees abouten he feH seek. 


Pfol. 05 aj 
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The Tartars 
reverence 
the number 
nine^ and 
that is the 
number of 
presents 
offered to 
their 
Emperor. 


Tengbiz ' 
conquers 
China* 



150 


Apologue of 
the bundle 
of arrows. 


When 

divided, 

they can be 

broken 

by the 

youngest 

son. 


[ifol. 96 a] 


tJnited 
families 
are power- 
fdl, divided 
ones weak. ' 


Jenghiz 
succeeded 
by his son 
Ogotai. 


Kuyuk and 
Mangu. 


Hulagu 

takes 

Bagh<ilad. 


[CH. XXV. RISE OP JENGHIZ KHAN.] 

And whan he felte wel fat he scholde dye, he seyde to 
his .xij. sones fat euerych of hem scholde hiynge him 
on of his arewes -fc so fei diden anon And fawne he 
commanded fat mm scholde bynden hem to gedre in 4 
.iij. places And fan he toke hem to his eldest sone -t 
bad him breke hem ail togedre ; And he enforced him 
witA ah: his myght to broken hem, but he ne myghte not. 
And fan the Chane bad his seconde sone to breke hem 8 
i so schortly to alle ech after other, but no^^ of hem 
myght breke hem. And fan he bad the congest sone 
disseuere euerych from other t broken euerych be him 
self t so he dide. And fan seyde the Chane to his 12 

eldest sone -t to alle the ofere : wherfore myght ^ee not 

breke hem? And fei answereden fat fei myght not, be 
cause fat f ei were^^ bounden togyder. ^ And wherfore, 
qwod he, hath ^oure Jityii congest brofer broke^^ hem ? 16 
Because, qwod fei, fat fei were?^ departed ech from other, 
t famie seyde the Chane : My sones, q^^od he, treuly 
yus wil it faren be 3011. Bor als longe as 300 bew 
boundeTi togedere in .iij. places fat is to seyne in lone, 20 
in trouthe t in gode accord, nomaw schaH bew of powere 
to greue 3011. But t 300 bew disseiiered fro feise .iij. 

places, fat 30ure on helpe not 3oure ofcr, 300 schuH be 

destroyed i brought to nought. And 3if ech of 30U lone 24 
other t helpe ofer, 3ee schuH be lordc5 i souereynes of 
an ofere. And whan he hadde made his ordynances he 
dyed. And fawne after liym regned Eoohboha Cane his 
eldest sone, And his othere bretheren wentew to wynnow 28 
hem many contrees -t kyngdomes, vnto the lond of 
Pruysse -t of Eossye, -t made hem to hew cleped Chane 
but fei werew ail obeyssant to hire elder brother. And 
f erfore was he dept the greto Chane. After Ecchecha 32 
regned Guyo Chane And after him Mango Chan fat 
was a gode cristem', man -t baptyzed -t 3af le^^res of per- 
petueH pes to aH cristene men i sente his brother halaon 
-with gret mnltytude of folk for to wynnen the holy lond 36 
t for to put it in to cristene mennes hondes t for to 
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destroye Machametes lawe t for to take the Oalyphee 
of Baldak pat was Emperour i lord of aH the Sarazines. 
And whan this Calyphbe was taken, mew fownden him 
^ of so high worschipe pat in ^ ail the remenant of the world 
ne myghte a maw fynde a more reiierent maw ne highere 
in worschipe. And pan halaon made him come before 
him i seyde to hym: Why, qtiod he, haddestow not 
8 taken w^tA pe mo Sowdyonres -t men ynowe for a lytiB 
qwantytee of thresour for to defende pe -t thi contree pat 
art so habnndant of tresore t so high in aH: worschipe 1 
And the Calyphee answerd him, For he wel trowede 
12 pat he hadde ynowe of his owne propre mew. And pan 
seyde halaon : )5ou were as a god of the sarazines -t it is 
coniienyent to a god to ete no mete pat is mortaB t per- 
fore pou schalt not ete but lyrecjous stones, riche perles 
16 And tresoure pat pou louest so moche. And paw he 
commanded him to presouw t aH his tresoure aboute him 
■t so he dyed for hunger t threst. And pan after this, 
Halaon wan aH the lend of proinyssiouw t putte it in 
20 to cristene niewnes hondes. But the grete Chane his 
broper dyede -t pat was gret sorwe -t loss to aH cristene 
mew. After Mango Chan regned Cobyla Chan pat was 
also a cristene maw i he regnede .xlij. 3 eere ; he founded 
24 the grete cytee of I30NGB in Cathay, pat is a gret del 
more pan Borne. The tother gret Chane pat cam after 
him becam a paynenie -t aH the oper after him. The 
kyngdom of Cathay is the grettest Keme of the world 
28 And also the gret Chan is the most myghty Emperour 
of the world -t tlie grettest lord vnder the firmament, i 
so he clepeth him in his lettves right pus : ^ Chan pilihs 

DEI BXCBLSI OMNIUU VNIUEKSAM TEBRAM OOLENOIUJJf SUM- 
32 MUS iMPEiJATOR MT DOMimS OMNIUM DOl/rNANOIUM. And 
the lettre of his grete seel writew aboutew is this : Dbus 
IN OSLO, Chan supeb terram bius fobtitudo omnium 
HOM iNUM Imperatoris sigillum. And the superscrip- 
36 ciouw aboute his lityH seel is this : Bei fortitudo 
OMNIUM HOMtNUM Imperatoris sigillum. And aH be it 


[ifol. 966] 
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All Tartars 
lielieve in 
God. 


Oh, XXVL 


Two 

festivals on 
the Can’s 
birthday and 
on the 
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of his pre- 
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the temple. 


Two on 
anniver- 
saries of the 
idol’s en- 
thronement 
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[lfok976] 


Four 
ihonsand 
barons rule 
those 
festival^. 


Precious 
cloths and 
jewels. 


J?at pei be not cristued, natlieles the Eniperonr t aii 
the Tartabyenes beleeiie^t in god Inmortali. And whan 
f ei wili 2 nanace^^ oiiy maw, pawiie pei seyn : God knoweth 
wel pat I schaH do pe such a thing, -t telleth his 4 
manace. And pus bane ^ee herd whi he is dept the 
grete Chanb. 


8 


OE THE GOTOigNANCE OF THE 6EETB CHANES 
COUET t WHAH HE MAKETH SOLEMPNE 
FESTES; OF HIS PHILOSOPHEES, AND OF HIS 
AEEAY WHAN HE EIDETH BE }pE COiVTEE. 

N OW schaE I teE 30 U the gouernance of the court of 
the grete Chaiste wlian he maketh solerapne 
fester, i pat is princypally .iiij, tymes in the ^eer. The 
lirste feste is of his byrthe; pat oper is of his presen- 
tactouw in here temple, pat J)ei clepen here MossACif, 
where fei maken a manege of circumcision w ; And the 12 
tother .ij. festes hew of his ydoles. The hrste feste of the 
ydole is whan he is first put in to hire temple t throned. 
The toper feste is whan the ydole begyimeth first to speke 
or to worche myractes. Mo hew fere not of solempiie 16 
festes, but ^if he marye ony of his children. Now ynder- 
stondeth fat at euery of theise ^ festes he hath gret mt^lty- 
tude of peple wel ordeyned and wel arrayed be thousandes, 
be hundredes -t be tenthes. And euery maw knoweth 20 
^yel what seruyse he schaE do, And euery maw ^eueth so 
gode hede i so gode attendance to his seruyse, fat nomaw 
fyndeth no defaute. And fere bew first ordeyned .iiij, .M. 
barounes myghty -t riche for to gouerne -b to make 24 
ordynance for the feste -t for to serue the Emperour. 
And f eise solempne festes bew made wit^outew in hales -t 
tentes made of clothes of gold -t of tartaries fuE nobely. 
And aE f 0 barouns haw crounes of gold vpon hire hedes 28 
fuE noble i riche, fuE of jireciows stones and grete perles 
oryent, And fei bew aE clothed in clothes of gold or of 
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tartaries or of cam okas, so riclxely t so perfytly fat 

nomati in ilie world can amenden it ne better devisen it. 

And aH ]?o robes be?i orfrayed aH: aboute?i i dubbed fuH 

4 of preciowe stones -t of grete* oryent perles fuH ricbely. 

And pei may wel do so, for clotbes of gold -t of sylk be% Gold ana 

gretter chep Jiere a gret del J?an be?i clotbes of wolle [here]. 

And feise .iiij. .M. barouns be ?2 devised in .iiij. companyes 

8 And euery thousand is clothed in clothes aH of .o. colour 

And pat so wel arrayed -fc so richely pat it is merueyle to 

beholde. The firsts thousand, pat is of Dukes, of Erles, one 

of Marquyses ± of Amyralles, aH clothed in clothes of gieen, onem 

red, one in 

12 gold with tysseux of mme silk t bordured w^'t^ gold, fuH blue, one in 

yellow^ 

of preciouse ^ stones, in maner as I haue seyd before. The ^ f^i. gsa] 
secoimde thousand is aH clothed in clothes dyapred of red 
selk aH wrought with gold t the orfrayes sett fiiH of gret 
16 perl and preciows stones, fuH nobely wrought. The .iij. 
thousand is clothed in clothes ot‘ silk of purpre or of ynde 
And the .iiij. thousand is in clothes of ^alow. And aH Eich robe 
hire clothes ben so nobely -t so richely wrought with fortune. 

20 gold -t precio^^s stones t riche perles pat 3 if a ma^^ of this 
contree hadde but only on of hire robes he inyghte wel 
seye pat he scholde nenere be pore. Tor the gold -fc the 
precious stones i the grete oryent perles be^^ of gretter 
24 value on this half the see ])an ]?ei bew beyond the see in po 

contrees. And whan pei ben pus apparaylled J?ei gon TUe court 
.ij. -t .ij. to gedre fuH ordynatly before the Emperour, with thefour^ 

thousand 

outew speche of ony woord saf only enclynynge to him. barons. 

28 And euerych of hem hereth a tahlett of laspere or of 
luory or of cristaH And the mynstraH goynge before hem 
sownynge here jnstrumentee of dyiierse melodye. And 
whan the firste thousand is pm passed t hath made his 
32 mostre he witAdraweth him on pat o syde. And pan 
entreth pat oper seconde thousand -t doth right so in the 
same raanere of array -t contenance as did the firste t after 
the pridde t pan the fourthe i non of hem seyth not o 
36 word. And at o syde of the Emperours table sitten 
^ 1. 6, here, missing in 0. 
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Various 
soothsayers 
with their 
instruments 
[1 fol, 98 b} 


They fix 
the hours 
w}>en the 
court should 
bow to the 
Emperor. 


Symbolical 

gestures. 


[2 fol. 99 a] 


Explanation 
of them. 


The bowing 

means 

obedience. 


The linger 
in the ear : 
hear no evil 
design ^ 
without 
reporting it. 


many Philosofres fat hm preued for wise mew in many 
dyuerse sciences, as of ^ Astronomye, Nigromancye, Geo- 
MANCYE, Piromancye, Ydbomanoye, of AuGURYB t of many 
ofer sciences ; And enerycB of hem ban before hem i 
Astrolabebs of gold, sum Speees, summe the Brayn 
panne of a ded maw, summe vesseles of gold fuH of 
graueii or sond, Summe vcsselles of gold full of coles 
brennyiige, summe vesseH of gold fuh of water t of wyn 8 
t of oyle, And summe Oriloges of gold mad ful nobely -t 
richely wrought -t many oper maner of Iiistrumewtes after 
hire sciences. And at certeyn lioures whan hem tliinketh 
tyme fei seyn to certeyn Officeres fat stonden before liem 12 
ordeynd for the tyme to fiilfille hire commauwdementes : 
Makbth pees, And fan seyn the Officeres : Now pees, 
lysteneth. And after fat seyth anofer of the Philoso- 
phres : Euery maw do reuerence -t enclyne to the Ein])erour 16 
fat is goddes sone t soiierayn lord of all the" world , for 
now is tyme ; -t f awiie euery maw boweth his hed toward 
the erthe. And fanne command eth the same Pliiiosophre 
a^en : Stondetbe vp, t fei don so. And at another hour 20 
seyth anofer Pliiiosophre: Putteth ^oure litiil fynger in 
30 ure eres. And anon fei don so. And at another hour 
seyth anofer Philosoplire : Putteth ^oure hond before 
30 ure niowth, And anon fei don so. And at anofer hour 24 
seith anofer Pliiiosophre : Putteth ^oure hond vpon 3 oure 
liede, And fei don so. And after fat he byddeth hem to 
don here hond awey i fei don so. ^ And so from hour to 
hour fei commanden certeyn tliinges, And fei seyn fat 28 
tho thinges han dyuerse significaciouws. And I asked 
hem preuyly what fo thinges betokened And on of the 
maistres told me fat the bowynge of the hed at fat hour 
betokened this : fat aH f o fat boweden here heclee scliolden 32 
euere more after ben obeyssant t trewe to the Emperour 
And neuere for 3iftes ne for proinys in no kynde to bew 
fals ne tray tour vnto him for gode nor euyH. And the 
puttynge of the lityll fynger in the ere betokeneth as fei 36 
seyn, fat none of hem ne schaH not here spoke no con- 
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trario?^ thing to the Emperour, hut pat he schali teH it 
anon to his conseiH or disconere it to sum mm pat wiH 
make relac^omi to the Emperour, fough he were his fader 
4 or brother or sone. And so forth of all oper thinges pat is 
don be the Philosophres pei tolde me the causes of many 
dyiierse thinges. - And trusteth right wel in certeyn pat 
nomati doth nothing to the Emperow pat belongeth vnto 
8 hi??!, noiiper clothinge ne bred ne wyn ne bath ne non 
oper thing pat longeth to hym, but at certeyn houres pat 
his Philosophres will deiiysen. And 3 if pere falle werre 
in ony syde to the Emperour ano?i the Philosophres come^^ 
12 t seyn here avys after here calculaciomis -t conseylen the 
Emperour after here avys be liere sciences, so pat the 
Emperour doth no thing w^t^oute% here conseiH. And 
whan the Pliilosophres ha?^ don t perfourmed here 
16 comandenientes, pamie the Mynstraft be^ynnew to don 
here mynstralcye euerych in hire Instrum elites ech after 
other, wit^ ail the melody e pat pei can deuyse. And 
whan pei han don a gode while, on of the Ofhceres of 
20 the Emperour goth vp on an high stage wrought fuH 
curyously t cryeth t seybh witA lowde voys : Maketh 
pees, And paime euery maw is stille. And pawne 
anow after aH: the lorded pat bew of the Emperoures 
24 lynage nobely arrayed in riche clothes of gold and 
ryally apparayled on white stedes, als man ye as may wol 
sewen hem at pat tyme, bew redy to niakcii here presenter 
to the Emperour. And pan aeyth the Styward of the 
28 court to the lordes be name : hT. of JST,, t nempneth first 
the mosie noble i the worthieste he name t seyth : Be jee 
redy \vith such a nomhre of white hors for to serac the 
Emperour ^oure souereyn lord. And to anoper lord he 
32 seyth ; E". of hi., be ^ee redy vfith such a nombre to serue 
30 ure souereyn lord. And to a nother right so. And to 
att the lordes, of the Emperoures lynage ech after other 
as pei hew of estate ; And whan pei hew alle cleped pei 
36 entren ech after oper -t presenten the white hors to the 
Emperour -t pan goii hire way. And pan after aH the 
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ofer 'bai’ouns eu^ry of hem ^euen him preseiites or jiieH: 
or sum ofer ping, after pat pei hen of estate. And pa?i 
after hem ail the prelates of hire lawe i religiouse men 
i oper -fc euery maw ^cueth him sum thing. And whan 4 
pat ali mew haw pus presented the Emperour, the grettest 
of dignytee of the jirelates ^eueth hem a hlessynge seyeuge 
an orisouw of hire lawe. And pan hegywnew the Myn- 
streH ^to maken hire inynstralcie in dyuersu Instrumentes 8 
with all the melodye pat pei can deuyse. And whan pei 
haw don hire craft, pan pei hryiigew before the Emperour 
lyouns, libardes -t oper dyuerse hestes And Egles -t 
ventours -t oper dyuerse foules And fissches t serpentes 12 
for to don liim reiierenco. And pan comew jogulours 
and Enchauntoures, pat don many meruaylles, For pei 
maken to come in the ayr the soiine ± the inone be 
semynge to ILery mawnes sight. And after pei maken 16 
thenyght so derk pat nomaw may see no thing, And after 
pei maken the day to come a^en fair -b plesant w^'tA 
bright sonne to euery mawnes sight. And pan pei 
bryngen in daunces of the faireste damyselles of the 20 
world t richest arrayed. And after pei makew to comew 
in oper damyselles, bryngynge coupes of gold fuH of mylk 
of dyuerse hestes t 3 euewdrynke to lordes -t to laclyes And 
pan pei make knyghtes to jousten in armes fuH lustyly t 24 
pei rennew togidre a gret raundouw -t pei frusschew togidere 
full fiercely -t pei broken here speres so rudely pat the tron- 
chouns flen in sprotes t peces all aboute the halle. And 
paw pei make to come in huntyng for the hert -t for the 28 
boor, with houndes rennynge with open mouth. And many 
oper thinges pei don be craft lure enchauntementes, pat it 
•is merueyle for to see. And such pleyes of desport pei 
make til the takyngo vp of the boordes. This gret 32 
Chan hath fuH gret peple for to seruew him, as I haue told 
30 U before, For he hath of myn^stralles the nombre of 
.xiij, Cumantz but pei abyde not ailweys with hym. 

For aH the mynstreH pat; comew before hym of what 36 
1. 7-8, mynstreif, r added above by rubricator. 
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nacyoim pat thei bew of, J?ei hen w^tAbolden witA him as 
of his houshold, t entred in his bokes as for his owne me^ ; 
And after pat^ where pat enere J>ei gon, eiieremore pei 
i cleymew for mynstrah' of the grete Chane, And vnder pat 
tytle alle kynges and lordes cherissche?^ hem the more with 
^iftes -fc ah: ping; And perfore he hath so gret mwltytnde 
of hem. And he hath of certeyn me^ as pough pei were 
8 30m en pat kepen bryddes as Ostbycches, Gbrpacouns, 
Spabehaukes, faukons gentyls, lanyeres, sacbes, 
SAOBETTES, PoPYNGAYEs wel spekynge and briddes 
syngynge. And also of wylde bestes, as of Olipal^btz 
12 tame t others, Babewynes, Apes, Marmesettee t opero 
dytierse bestes, the monntance of .xv. Oumantz of ^omen. 
And of Phisicyens cristene he hath .cc. And of leches 
pat hew cristene he hath .cc. -fc .x. And of leches -t 
16 Phisicyens pat ben sarrazines .xx. But he trusteth 

more in. the cristene leches pan in the Sarazines. 
And his oper comomi houshold is w^ttonten nombre, 
And pei ah han ah necessaries -fc ah pat hem nedeih 
20 of the Emperoures court. And he hath in Ids 
Court many Baronns as Seruytoures pat ben cristene t 
connerted to gode feyth be the prechinge of Rehgiouse 
cristenmen pat dwellen with him ; But pare ben manye 
24 mo pat wil not pat men knowen pat pei ben cristene. This 
Emperour may dispenden als ^moche as he wile witAouten 
estymactoun, For he not despendeth ne maketh no money 
but of lether emprinted or of papyre. And of pat moneye 
28 is som of gretter prys t som of lasse prys, after the dyuers- 
itee of his statutes. And y^han pat money hath ronne so 
longe pat it begynneth to waste ; pan men beren it to the 
Empe^’oures tresorye And pan pei taken newe money for 
32 the olde. And pat money goth thorgh out ah the contree 
t porgh out ah his prouynces, For pe?*e t bejonde hem pei 
make no money nouper of gold nor of syluer. And perfore 
he may despende ynow -t outrageously. And of gold i 
36 sylue?‘ pat men beren in his contree he maketh Cylours, 
Pyleres -fc Paumente^ in his palays i oper dyuerse thingee, 
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what him lyketh. This Emperour hath in his chamhre 
in on of the pyleres of gold a Eubye t a Charboncle 
of half a fote long, J?at in the nyght 3eneth so gret 
clartee i schynynge, pat it is als light as day ; And he 4 
hath many oper ^recjous stones -t many oper Eubybs 
t CHARBONCLBS, hut po ben the grettest t the moste 
p7-ecyow5. This Emperou?* duelleth in somer in a cytee 
pat is toward the north, pat is cleped Saduz t pere is cold 8 
ynow. And in wynte?’ he duelleth in a cytee pat is 
dept Camaalech t pat is an hote contree. Ent the contree 
where he duelleth in most comonnly is in Gaydo or in 
Jong pat is a gode contree -fc a tempree, after pa^ the 12 
contree is pere. But to men of this contree it were to 
passyng hoot. And whan this Emperour will ryde 
from 0 contree to another ^he ordeyneth .iiij. hostes 
of his folk, of the whiche the firste boost goth before 16 
him a dayes iourney, For pat boost schaE ben logged 
the nyght where the Emperour schaE lygge vpon 
the morwe. And pere schaE euery man bane aE 
maner of vytaylle -t necessaryes pat ben nedefuE of the 20 
Emperours costage^. And in this firste boost is the 
nombre of poeple .1. Cumauntz, what of hors what of fote, 

i 

Of the whiche euery Cumantz amonnte .x.m. as I haue told 
30U before. And another boost goth in the right syde of 24 
the Emperour nygh half a iourney fro him, And another 
goth on the left syde of him in the same wise. And in 
euery boost is as moche mnltytude of peple as in the 
firste boost. And panne after cometh the .iiij. boost, pat 28 
is moche more pan ony of the*opere t pat goth behynden 
him the mountance of a bowe draught. And euery boost 
hath his iourneyes ordeyned in certeyn places where pei 
schuE be logged at nyght, And pere pei schuE haue aE 32 
pat hem nedeth. And ^if it befaE pat ony of the boost 
dye, anon pei putten another in his place, so pat the 
nombre schaE eueremore ben hool. And ^ee schuE vnder- 
stonde pat the Emperour in his propre persons rydeth 36 
not as opere gret lordes don be3onde, but jif him. Uste to 
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go pmayly v^ith fewe mew for to bew vnknowen. And 
eH he rytt in a charett wheles ypon the whiche 

is made a faire chanihre -t and it is made of a certyn wode 
4 pat cometh out of paradys terrestre, fat mew clepew 
LiGNUJf Aloes, fat the flodes of paradys bryngen out at 
dyuerse cesouns, as I haue told 30 U here beforn. And this 
chambre is ^fiiH wel smelly nge because of the wode fat it 
8 is made olfe, And aii this chambre is couered w^th jnne of 
plate of f yn gold dubbed vrith precyows stones -t grete perles, 
And .iiij. Olipauntz and .iiij. grete destreres all white t 
couered wit?i riche couertoures led 3 mge the chariot. And 
12 .iiij. or .v. or .yj. of the grettest lordes rydisn aboute this 
charyot full richely arrayed -t fuH nobely, so fat nomaw 
schaS neyghe the charyot, but only the lordes, but ^if 
fat the Emperour calle ony maw to him f ai him list to 
16 speke w^'t^ ail. And aboue the chambre of this chariot 
fat the Emperom* sitteth jime hew sett ypon a perche .iiij. 
or .V. or .yj. Gerpacouns, to fat entent fat whan the 
Emperour seeth ony wylde foul fat he may take it at 
20 his owne list t haue the desport t the pley of the flight, 
Eirst w^ti^ on t after witA another; And so he taketh his 
desport passynge be the contree. And nomaw rydeth 
before him of his companye but alle after him. And 
24 nomaw dar not come nygh the Chariot by a bowe draught 
but f 0 lordes only fat bew aboute him, -t ah the boost 
cometh fayrely after him in gret multitude. And also 
such anofer charyot w^t^ such hoostes ordeynd -t arrayed 
28 gon 'ssfith the Emperesse vpon another syde euerych be 
him self ^srith .iiij. hoostes right as the Emperour dide, but 
not 'with so gret mwltytude of peple. And his eldest sone 
goth be anofer weye in anofer chariot iw the same manere, 
32 so fat fere is betwene hem so gret multitude of folk 
fat it is merueyle to teh it. And nomaw scholde trowe 
the,nombre but he had seen it. And sumtymeit happeth 
fat whan he wil not go fer -t fat it lyke him to haue the 
36 Emperesse -b ^ his children with him ; fan f ei gon aii 
togydere And here folk bew aH meJled in fere -t devyded 
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in .iiij. parties only. And ^ee schuH vnderstonde pat the 
^ovimfeJof Chane is deuyded in .xij. prouynces 

the Empire. euerj prouynce hath mo pan .ij. m. cytees And of 

townes w^tAoute7^ nombre. This contree is full gret, For 4 
it hath .xij. princypaH kynges in .xij. prouynces And 
euery of po kynges han many kynges vnder hem, i aii pei 
ben obeyssant to the gret Chane. And his lond t his 
lordschipe diireth so ferr pat a man may not gon from on 8 
hed to anoper, nouper be see ne londe, the space of ,vij. 
3 eer. And porgh the desertes of his lordschipe pere as 
The men may fynde no townes, pere ben jnnes ordeyned be 

serais. euery iorneye to resceyue bothe man -t hors, in the whiche 12 
pei schaH fynde plentee of vytaylle -t of aH ping pat hem 
nedeth for to go be the contree. And pere is a meruey louse 
custom in pat contree, but it is profitable, pat* ^if ony 
contrarions thing pat scholde ben preiudice or greuance 16 
to the Emperour in ony kynde, [be herd in pe contree] (}) 

The postal anon the Emperour hath tydynges pereof -t full knowleche 

S6rvic6* * 

in a day, pough it be .iij. or .iiij. iourneys fro him or 
The more. For his ambessedours taken here dromedaries or 20 

dispatch* , . , . 

riders. hire hors -t pel pnken in all pat euere pei may toward on 

of the jnnes. " And whan pei comen pere anon pei blowen 
an home, t anon pei of the jn knowen wel ynow pat pere 
ben tydynges to warnen the Emperour of sum rebellyoun 24 
a^enst him. And panne anon pei maken oper men redy 
[1 foi. 103 a] in aS haste pat pei may ^ to beren letos and pryken in aH 
pat euere pei inay, tiH pei come to the oper jnnes with 
here lettxes. And panne pei maken fressch men redy to 28 
pryke forth wit^ the le^^res toward the Emperour, whiH 
pat the laste bryngere reste him t hayte his dromedarie 
or his hors, And so fro jn to jn till it come to the 
Emperour. And pus Anon hath he hasty tydynges of 32 
ony thing pat hereth charge be his corrours pat rennen so 
hastyly thorghout aH the contree. And also whan the 
Emperour sendeth his Corrours hastyly porghout his lond, 
euerych of hem hath a large thong fuH of smale belles 36 
P) Missing iuO, 
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And whau bei neyg&en iiQve to the Innes of obey* Corroures, Each nder 

warns the 

pat hen also ordeyned he the iorneycs, J?ei ryngen here 

belles And anon the ofer Corrours niaken hem redy i 

4: rennen here weye vnto another In -fc fns renneth on to 

oper fuH spedyly i swyftly, till the Emperours eiitent be 

serued in all liaste. And theise Currours hen clept 

Chydydo after here langage, fat is to seye a raessagere. 

8 Also whan the Emperour goth from o contree to another 

as I haue told 30U here before -t lie passe forgh cytees -t oaoriferuus 

townes, euery nla^^ maketh a fuyr before his doro -t when the 

pntteth pere jnne ponder of gode go?nmes bat hen swete p^sse^a*^ 

town. 

12 smelly nge, for to make godo sauow to the Eniperonr. 

And ah the peple kneleth douw a^enst him t don him 

gret renerence. And here where religyonse cristeiie mew The clergy 

meet him 

dwellen, as fei don in many cytees in the lond, fci goh 
16 before him wtt^ processioim with cros t holy water t fei 
syngen : Veni creator spiritus with an high voys 
^ t gon towarde^ him. And whan he hereth liem he [i foi. los 6] 
commawndeth to his lordes to ryde besyde him, fat the 
20 Keligiows mew may come to him. And whan fei hew 

nygh him with the cros, fawne he doth adown his He doffs his 
Galaoth fat syt vpoii his hede in manere of a chapelet, 
fat is made of gold t precionse stones -t grote perles And 
24 it is so ryche fat mew preysen it to the value of a 

Boialme in fat contre. And fan he kneleth to the cros and kneels 
And faw the prelate of the Eeligiouse men seyth before aTwessing. 
him certeyn orisonns t ^eueth him a blessynge with the 
28 cros, And he enclyneth to the hlessyiige fnH deuontely. 

And fawne the prelate ^enetli him sum mane/* frute to the Thay 

. . 1 . T present him 

nomhre or .ix. in a platere 01 sylner w^tw peres or Apples with fruit, 
or ofer manere frute, And he taketh on -t fan mew 3 euen 
32 to the of ere lordes fat bew aboute him. Eor the custom 
is such, fat no stranngere schaH come before him hut jif 
he ^eue hym sum manere thing, after the olde lavve fat 
seyth : Eemo accedat in oonspecttj meo vacuus. And 
36 fawne the Emperour seyth to the Eeligiows mew fat fei 
w^t7idrawe hem a^en, fat fei ne be not hurt ne harmed of 
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the gret mwltytude of hors Jat coinen behynde him. And 
also in the same maner don the religiotts men J)at dwellen 
fere to the- Emperesses fat passen by hem And to his 
eldest sone t. to euery of hem pei presenten frute. And 4 
^ee schutt vnderstonde pat the poeple pat he hath so many 
hostes offe abouten hym t aboute his wyfes -t his sone pei 
dwelle not contyiiuelly with him, but aHweys whan him 
lyketh pei be^t sent ^ fore, And after whan fei han don pei 8 
retonrnen to hire owne housholdes, saf only pei pat hew 
dwellynge with hym in houshold for to semen him -t his 
wyfes -t his sones for to gouernen his houshold. And 
alt be it pat the othere ben departed fro him after pat pei 12 
ban perfoiirmed hire semyse, 3 it pere abydeth coiitynuelly 
with him in court .1. milt, men at horse And .CG. Milt, 
men a fote w^tAouten mynstrelles -t po pat kepen wylde 
bestes -t dyuerse briddes, of pe whicbe I haue tolde jou 16 
the nombre before. Vnder the firmament is not so gret 
a lord ne so myghty ne so riche as is the grete Chane, 
liTought Prestre Iohan pat is Emperour of the high 
Ynde ne the Sowdan of Babyloyne ne the Emperour of 20 
Persye. AH peise ne ben not in comparisoun to the grete 
Chane nouper of myght ne of noblesse ne of ryaltee ne of 
ricchesse. For in aH peise he passeth aH erthely princes 
Wherfore it is gret harm pat he beleueth not feithfully in 24 
god. And natheles he wil gladly here speke of god And 
he suffreth wel pat cristene men dweH in his lordschipe t 
pat men of his feith ben made cristene men, 3 if pei wile, 
porghoiit aH his contree. For he defendeth noman to 28 
holde no lawe other pan him lyketh. In pat contree sum 
man hath an .0. wyfes, snmme .lx., summe mo, summe 
lesse. And pei taken the nexte of hire kyn to hire wyfes, 
saf only pat pei out taken hire modres, hire doughtres -t 32 
hire sustres of the moder syde. But hire sustres on the 
fadir syde of another womman pei may wel take, And 
hire ^bretheres wyfes also after here deth And here Step- 
modres also in the same wyse. 36 
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OF THE- LAWE -t THE CUSTOMS OF THE 
TARTAEIENBS, DUELLYNGE IN CHATAY, t 
HOW MT Mm DON mLA'N THE mVEROVR 
SCHAL DYE, t HOW HE SCHAL BE CHOSEN. 

T he folk of pat ‘ contree vseii all loiige do tiles ^Yith 
outen fiirroiires. And pei l)en dotted with 
precious clotfies of Tartarye -t* of dotS.es of gold, 
4 And here clothes ben slytt at the syde -t pei hen festned 
with laces of silk And pei clothen hem also with pylches 
■t the hyde with outen. And pei vsen nouper cappo ne 
hood And in the same maner as the me5^ gon the wommeii 
8 gon, so pat noman may vnethe knowe the men fro the 
wommen, saf only po wommen pat ben maryed, pat beren 
the tokne vpon hire hedes of a niamies foot, in signe pat 
pei ben vnder mannes fote t vnder s^^biecUbun of man. 
12 And hire wyfes ne dweH not to gydre, but eue^y of hem 
be hireself And the liusbonde may ligge with whom of 
hem pat him lyketh. Euerych hath his hoiis, bothe liian 
t wommaii ; And here houses ben made rounde of staves 
16 t it hath a round wyndowe abouen pat ^eueth hem light 
And also pat se?’ueth for delyuerance of smoke. And the 
helynge of here houses -t the wowes i the dores ben ail 
of wode. And whan pei gon to werre pei leden lure 
20 houses with hem vpon chariottee as men don tentes or 
pauylHouns. And pei maken hire fuyr in the myddee of 
hire houses. And pei han gret mnltytude of aE maner 
of bestes, saf only of swyn, for pei bryngen non forth. 
24: And they ^ beleeuen wel o god pat made t formede aE 
thinges, And natheles jit han pei ydoles of gold t syluer 
i of tree t of cloth. And to po ydoles pei offren aE weys 
hire first mylk of hire bestes t also of hire metes -t of 
28 hire drynkes before pei eten, And pei offren often tymes 
hors i bested. And pei clepen the god of kynde yroga. 
And hire Emperour also what name pat euere he haue 
pei putten euermore perto Chane, And when I was pere 
32 hive Emperour had to name Thiatjt, so pat he was olept 
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Thiaut Chane, And liis eldeste sone was dept Tessub And 
whan he sdiaH hc^ Emperoiu* he schaH hew dept Tessue 
Chanb. And at pat tyme the Emperoiir haddo .xij. sones 
w^t^outew po, pat were named Cungy, Orbij, Chahadat, 4 
Euryn, JSTbgUj JNTocab, Cadu, Cicten, Balaoy, Babylan 
t Garegan t of his .iij. wifes the firste t the pnncipatt 
pat was Prestre J dines doughter hadde to name Seriooh 
Chan, And the tother Borak Chan -t the toper Karankb 8 
Chan. The folk of pat contree hegynnew aid hire 
thinges in the newe moiie And pei worschipew modie the 
mone -t the sonno -t often tyme Imelen a 3 enst hem. And 
alle the folk of the contree ryden comot^nly witAouten 12 
spores, hut pei berew aH weys a lytiH whippe in hire 
hondes for to chacen with hire hors. And poi han gret 
conscience t holden it for a gret syniie to casten a knyf 
in the fuyre t for to drawe fiesch out of a pot w^tA a knyf 16 
i for to smyte an hors vfiih the handitt of a whippe, ^ or 
to smyte an hors w^t^ a hrydiH or to hreke o hon w^fcA 
another or for to caste mylk or ony lykour pat mew may 
drynke vpon the erthe or for to take t sle lytil children. 20 
And the moste synne pat ony maw may do is to pissen 
in hire houses pat pei dwellen in And whoso pat may he 
founden yfiih pat synne sykerly pei slen hym. And of 
euerych of peise synnes it hehoiieth hem to hew schrynew 24 
of hire prestes -t to paye gret somme of siluer for hire 
penance. And it behoueth also pat the place pat mew han 
pissed in he halewed a^en t elles dar nomaw entren pere- 
jnne. And whan pei han payed hire penance mew make 28 
hem passen porgh a fuyr or porgh .ij. for to clewsen hem 
of hire synnes. And also whan ony messangere cometh 
■t bryngeth lettves or ony present to the Emperour it 
behoueth him pat he vfith the thing pat he bryngeth 32 
passe porgh aj. hrewnynge fuyres for to purgen hem, pat 
he brynge no poysown ne venym ne no wykked ping pat 
myght be grenance to the lord. And also ony maw 
or wommaw he taken in avouterye or fornicaciown anow 36 
pei sleen him. And who pat steleth ony thing anow pei 
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sle him. Men of bat contree ail ijoile arclieres -fc aii are good 
■' ^ archers. 

sclloote?^ right weeii bo the uie^i -t wommen, als wel on 

hors bak pnkjnige as on fote rennynge. And the wommen women 

practise 

4: inaken ail pinges t aH maner mysteres -t craftes as of trader 
clothes^ botes i oper thinge^ -fc f ei dryue?^ cartes, plowes 
•fc -vvayiies -fc charlottes. And foi inaken houses t aH 
inaner mysteres, out taken bowes -t arwes -fc Armures, 

8 pat men maken. ^ And aH the wommen weren breech as aj 

wel as men. AH the folk of bat contree hen full ohoysant They are 

* peaceful and 

to hire souereynes ne fei fighten not ne chiden not on iionest. 
with another. And pero ben noujier thefes ne robboures 
12 in pat contree t euery man worschipeth oper, but noman 
pere doth no reuerence to no straungeres, but ^if pei ben 
grete princes. And pei eten houndes, lyouns, ltberdjj^s, Their food. 
MARES i FOLEs, AssES, Eattes -fc MEEs -fc ail mauer of 
16 hestes, grete -fc sinale, saf only swyn t bestes pat werew 
defended by the olde lawe. And pei eion aH the bestes 
Av^'t^outen -fc w^tAjnne, AA^^t^ioute9^ eastynge awey of ony 
thing saf only the filthe. And pei eten but litiH bred, 

20 but 3 if it be in courtes of grete lordes. And pei haue not 
in many places nouper pesen ne benes ne no?^ oper potages, 
but pe broth of the fiessch. Eor litiH ete pei ony thing 
but flessch t the broth. And whan pei ha ^2 eten pei Their dirty 
24 wypen hire hondes vpon hire skirtes, for pei vse no^ ^^*^^**’**’ 
naperye ne to way lies, but ^if it be before grete lordes, 
but the comoiin peple hath none- And whan pei haw 
eten pei puttew hire dissches vnwasschew into the j)ot 
28 or cawdrouw with remenant of the flessch and of the 
broth, til pei wole eten a^en. And the riche mew 
drynken inylk of mares or of camaylles or of 
AS5ES or of oper bestes. And pei wil hew hghtly intoxicatiug 
32 dronken of mylk t of another drynk pat is made of 
hony -t of water soden togidre, For in pat contree is 
nouper wyn ne ale. J?ei lyuew fuH Avrecchedlich, t 
pei eten but ones in the day t pat but lytiH, nouther 
36^ in courtes ne in other places. And in sooth o man fsfoi. loetj 
allone in this contree wil cte more in a day pan on of 
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hem wil ete in .iij. dayes, And 3 if ony skannge messager 
come fere to a lord, lne?^ niaken him to efce hut ones a 
day -fc fat fnH litiH. And whan f ei werren fei werren 
fun wisely i allweys don here besynes to destroy en hire i 
enemyes. Enery nla^^ fere bereth .ij. bowes or .iij. -t of arwes 
grete plentee t a gret ax. And the gentyles ban schorfce 
speres -fc large t fuH: trenchant oh fat o syde, And fei ban 
plates t helmos made of guyrhoylle -t hire hors couertonres 8 
of the same. And who so fieetli fro the bataylle fei sle 
him. And whan fei holden ony sege aboiiten casteH dr toun 
fat is walled t defensable fei bellote7^ to hem fat hen 
witAjnne to don aH the profite and gode, fat it is 12 
merueylle to here -fc fei graunteii also to hem fat be^i 
witAjnne aH fat fei wiH asken hem. And after fat fei 
be^ golden ano^^ fei sleen hem alle -t k utters of hire eres 
t so ween hem in vynegre -t fere of fei maken gret seniyse 16 
for lordes. AH here lust -t aH hire ymaginaciouT^ is for 
to pntte7^ aH londes vnder hire s^fchiecc^ou9^ And fei seyn 
fat fei knowen wel he hire prophecyes fat fei sclmH hew 
ouercomew by arebieres t be strengthe of hem, but fei 20 
knowe not of what uacioun ne of what law-e fei schnH 
be7^ olfe fat schuH ouercome?^ hem. And ferfore fei 
snffren fat folk of aH lawes may peysibely dweHew 

amonge^ hem. Also whan fei wiH maken hire ydoles 24 

or an ymage of ony of hire frendes for to bane remem- 
brance of hym fei maken aH weys the ymage aH naked 
w’^^i^onten ony maner of clothinge. For fei seyn fat in 
gode lone scholde he no couerynge, fat man scholde not 28 
lone for the faire clothinge ne for the riche aray, hut 
only for the body such as god hath made it i for the 
gode vertues fat the body is endowed vrith of nature, 
Nought only for fair clothinge fat is not of kyndely 32 

nature. And ^ee schuH vnderstonde fat it is gret drede 

for to pursiien the Tartarynbs ^if fei fleen in bataylle, 
For in fieynge fei schooten behynden hem -t sleen bothe 
men t hors. And whan fei wil fighte fei wiH schokken 36 
hem to gidre in a plomp, fat jif fere ben .xx. Mt mon, * 
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men scliuH not wenen pat pere be scant .x. MiH. And 
pei cone wel wynnen lond of stranngeres but pei cone not 
kepen it, For pei ban gretter lust to lye in tentes w^*tA- 
4 outen pan for to lye in casteH or in townes ; And pei 
preysen nothing the wytt of oper nacmuns. And amonges 
hem oyle of Olyue is fuH dere, for pei holden it for fubt 
noble niedicyne. And aH the Tartarienes ban smale eyen Tiieir small 

eyes and 

8 -t litill of herd -t not thikke hered, but schiere. And tei sparse hair 

* and beard, 

ben false t traytoures And pei lasten noght pat pei be- 

lioten. ^en full harde folk -fc moche peyne -t wo 

mow suffren t disese, more pan ony oper folk for pei ben 

12 taught pcrto in hire owne contree of ^outhe \ And perfore 

pei spenden as who seytS right nought. And whan ony 

man schaH dye, men setten a spere hesyde him And 

whan he draweth towardes the deth euery ^ man fleeth out Funeral 

customs, 

16 of the hous till he be ded -t after pat pei buryen him in [ifoi, 10763 

the feldes. And whan the Emperour dyeth, men setten Emperors 

are buried 

him in a chayere in niyddes the place of his tent And men 

setten a table before him dene couered witA a cloth i provisions 

and 

20 p6^® vpon flesch t dyuerse vyaundes And a cnppe fuH of treasure, 
mares mylk. And men putten a mare hesyde him w^'tA 
hire foie -t an hors sadeled t hrydeled t pei leyn vpon 
the hors gold -t siluer gret qnantytee, And pei piitten 
24 ahonten him gret plentee of stree. And pan men maken 
a gret pytt t a large And with the tent i aH peise oper 
thinges pei putten him in erthe. And pei seyn pat whan The next 
he schali come in to anoper world he schaH not ben w^tA- n^iglne like 
28 outen an hows no witAouten hors ne witAouten gold -t 
syluer ; And the mare schaS ^euen him mylk -t hryngen 
him forth mo hors till he he wel stored in the toper 
world. For pei troweu pat after hire deth pei schuH hen 
32, etynge -t drynkynge in pat oper world \ solacynge hem 
•with hire wifes as pei diden here. And after tyme pat 
the Emperour is pns entered noman schaH h© so hardy 
to speke of him before his frendes. And 3it natheles 
36 somtyme falleth of manye pat thei maken hem to hen Secret 
e^^tered preuylly he nyghte in wylde places t putten ajen wild places 
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the grass ouer the pytt for to growe, Or eH me^^ coueren 
tlie pytt w^tA graueli t sond, pat noniaw schaH perceyue 
where ne knowe where the pytt is, to pat entent pat 
neuer after none of his frendes schuli han mynde ne 4 : 
remembrance of him. And pawne pei seyn pat he is 
ravissht in to anoper world, where he is a gretter lord 
pa^^ ho was here. ^And panne after deth of the Em- 
perour the .vij. lynages assemhleii hem togidere -t chesen 8 
his eldest sone or the nexte after him of his blood And 
pws pei seye to him : Wee wolen -t wee preyen -t ordoynon 
pat 360 he?t onre lord t oure Emperour. And panne he 
answereth : Jif 366 wile pat I regne oner 30U as lord, do 12 
enerych of 30U pat I schati commanden him, ouper to 
abyde or to go. And whom so euer pat I commaunde to 
ben slayn, pat anon he be slayn. And pei answeren slB. 
with 0 voys : What so euere 366 commanden, it schaH: 16 
be don. ))amie seyth the Emperour : hTow vndirstondeth 
wel pat my woord from hens forth is scharp t hytynge as 
a swerd. After men setten him vpon a blak stede t so 
me^^ brynge^i him to a chayere fuH: richely arrayed t pere 20 
pci crownen hym. And panne aH the cytees -t gode 
townes senden hym riche presentes, so pat at pat iourneye 
he schaH bane more pan .lx. charlottes charged witA gold 
■fc syluer, witAoutew jewelles of gold -t precyouse stones 24 
pat lordes 3euew him, pat 'bm w^'fcAouten estymac^ol^)^ ; 
And wi\}ho\\tm hors t clothes of gold t of Camakaas t 
tarlaiynes pat hm w^tAouten n ombre. 
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OF THE EOIALME OF THAESE t THE LOmSS 
t KYNGDOMS TOWAKDES THE SEPTENTEI- 
ONAE P^i^TIES IN COMYNGE DOWN FKOAf 
THE LOND OF CHATHAY. 

T his lond of Cathay is in Asyb the dei)e, And after 
on this lialf is Asye the more. The kyngdoin of 
Cathay marcheth. toward the west vnto the kyngdoin of 
4 Tharse tlie whiclie was on of the kynges fat cam to 
presente oure lord in Bbthleem ; And f ei fat hew of the 
lynage of fat kyng arii so?wme cristene. In Thabse fei 
eten no hesch ^ne fei drynken no wyn. And on this 
8 half towardes the west is the kyngdom of Turquestbn 
fat sireccheth him toward the west to the kyngdom of 
Persib And toward the SEPTENTRiONAtt to the kyng- 
dom of Ghorasme. In the centre of Turquesten hew hut 
12 fowe gode cytees Bat the beste cytee of fat lond highte 
OcTORAR. ])er(i bew grete pastures bub fewe coornes, And 
ferfore for the most parbie fei bew aP herdenien And fei 
ly 3 n in teiites -t fei drynken a maner Ale made of bony. 
16 And after on this halt is the kyngdom of Chobasme fat 
is "a gode lond t a plentevotjs, witAoutew wyn. And it 
hath a desert toward the Est pat lasteth more fan an .c. 
iourneyes. And the beste cytee of fat contree is dept 
20 Chobasme And of fat cytee hereth the contree his name. 
The folk of fat contree hew hardy werryoures. And on 
f is half is the kyngdom of Comanyb where of the Comayns 
fat dw'elleden in Grecb somtyme werew chaced out. This 
24 is on of the grettest kyngdomes of the world But it is 
not aP enhabyted, For at on of the parties fere is so 
gret cold fat no maw may dweP fere And in a nofer 
partie fere is so gret liete fat nomaw may endure it. 
28 And also fere hew so many flyes fat noniaw may knowe 
on what syde he may turne him. In fat contree is hut 
lytiP Arberye ne trees fat heren frute iie of ere. J?ei 
ly^ii in tentes And fei hreniiew the dong of bested for 
32 defaute of wode. This kyngdom descendetS on this half 
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toward vs t toward Pruyssb -t toward Rossye. And 
Jjorg^L jjdt contree rewnetS the Ryuere of EthiIiL fctt is 
on of the grettest ryiieres of the world And it freseth 
1 so strongly aH: jeres pat many tynies nle^^ han follghte9^ 4 
vpon the Ise vjitJi grete hostes bothe parties on fote -t 
hire Hors voyded for the tyme. And, what on horse t 
on fote, mo fan .CC. .Mt. person es on euery syde. And 
betwene fat Ryiiere -t the grete see Occean fat fei clepen 8 
the see Maurb ly 3 n aR theise roialmes. And toward 
the liede benethe in fat roialme is the mount Cho[c]az (^) 
fat is the hiest mou 9 ^t of the world, And it is betwene 
the see Maurb t the see Oaspy. )Dere is fuR streyt -t 12 
daungeroit5 passage for to go toward ynde And ferfore 
kyng Alisandre leet make fere a strong cytee fafc men 
clepen Alizandr^ for to kepo the contree, fat nonian 
scholde passe w^tAouten his leue, And now men clepen 16 
fat cytee the jate of helle And the princypaR cytee of 
CoMANYB is dept Sarak. pat is on of the .iij. weyes 
for to go in to ynde, But be fat weye ne may not j^asse 
no gret mnltytude of peple, but ^if it be in wynter ; And 20 
fat paSsSage men clepen the Berbent. The tother weye 
is for to go fro the cytee of Turquesten be Persie And 
be fat weye ben manye iourneyes be desert. And the 
f ridde weye is fat cometh fro Comanyb t fan to go be 24 
the grete see -t be the kyngdom of Abchaz. And ^ee 
schuH vndirstonde fat aH feise kyngdonies -t aR feise 
londes'abouenseyd vnto Pruysse t to Rossye ben aR 
obeyssaiit to the grete Chane of Cathay t many ofere 28 
contrees fat marchen to ofer costes ; Wherfore his 
powers t his lordschipe is fuR gret t fuR myghty. 

0) Chotaz, C. 
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OF THE EMP^i^OUE OP PEESYE AND OP 
THE LOND OP DEEKNESSE, ^AND OP OTHEE 
KYNODOMES pAT BELONGEN TO THE GEETE 
CANE OP CATHAY, AND OTHEE L0ND^5 
OP HIS, VNTO THE SEE OF GEECE. 

N OW sits I liauc deujsed 3011 the londes -t the 
kyngdoms toward the parties SEPTEiifTRioNALES in 
comynge down from the lend of Cathay vnto the londes 
4 of the cristene towardes Peuysse i Eossye, now schaH I 
deuyse 30 U of ofer londes -t kyngdonies comynge don^^ be 
oper costes toward tlie right syde vnto the see of Gbece 
toward the lond of cristene mm. And ferfore ])at after 
8 ynde i after Cathay the Emperonr of Peesib is the 
gretteste lord, ferfore I scliaB teH 30 U of the kyngdom of 
Peesib First, where he hath .ij. kyngdomes. The firste 
kyngdom begywneth toward the est toward the kyngdom 
12 of Turquesten And it strecheth (i) toward the west vnto 
the rynere of Phison fat is on of the .iiij. ryiieres pat come?^ 
out of Paradys, And on anoper syde it streccheth toward 
the Septemtrion vnto the see of Caspyb And also toward 
16 the South vnto the desert of ynde. And this con tree is 
gode t pleyn t fuif of peple And pere ben manye gode 
cytees, But the .ij. princyx 3 aH: cytees hm peise : Boyturba 
i Seobnergant pat summen clepew Sormagant. pe 
20 tother kyngdom of Pe/csie streccheth toward the rynere 
of Phison t the parties of the West vnto the kyngdom 
of Mede [And] (2) the grete Armenye -t toward the 
Septemtrion to the see of Caspib t toward the South to 
24 the lond of ynde. pat is also a gode lond t a plentifoz^e 
and it hath .iij. grete principal! cytees : Nessabor 
Saphon t Sarmassane. And pamie after is Armenye 
in the wliiche were^z wont to be^z.iiij. kyngdomes. )?at is 
28 a noble cuntree i full of godes And ^ it begynneth at 
Peesie i streccheth toward the west in lengthe vnto 
Turkye And in largeness it dureth [fro] (®) the cytee of 
(1) strecHohetli, 0. f) fm, G. (8) to, Mg. 
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Alizandra" \at now is dept the ^ate of helle pat I spak 
offe heforn vn[to] (^) the kyngdoni of Mbde. In this 
Armenyo hen fuii manye gode cytees. But Taxjrizo is 
most of name. Ait&r pis is the kyngdom of Mede pat is 4. 
fuB long hut it is not fiiH large, pat hegywneth toward 
the EST to the lond of Parsie t to ynde the lesse. And 
it streccheth toward the west toward the kyngdom of 
Caldeb t toward the septemtrion descendynge toward the 8 
liiiii ArmeNye. In pat kyngdom of Medee pere he?^ 
many grete liilles t litiii of pleyn erthe. J)ere dwelled 
Sarazines t anoper maner of folk pat men clepen Cor- 
DYNES. The heste .ij. cytees of pat kyngdom he7^ S arras 12 
t Karembn. ' After pat is the kyngdoni of George pat 
hegynnetii toward the est to a grot niountayne pat is dept 
Abzor Where pat dwellen many dyuerso folk of dyuerse 
nadouns And men depen the contree Alamo. This 16 
kyngdoni strcccheth him towardes Turicye -t toward the * 
grete see And toward the South it marcheth to the grete 
Armenyb. And pere hen .ij. kyngdomes in pat contree. 

])at on is the kyngdom of Georgie t pat oper is the kyng- 20 
doni of Aboaz. And attweys in pat contree hen .ij. 
kynge^ -t pei hen hothe cristene, But the kyng of Georgie 
is in snhiecctoun of the grete Chane And the kyng of 
Aboaz hath the more strong contree. And he aliweys 24 
vigerously defend eth his contree ajenst all po pat assayllen 
him, so pat noman may make him in sithiecc^oun to no 
man. In pat kyngdom of Abchaz is a gret meruayllo, 

Por a 1 prouynce of the contree pat hath wel in circuyt 28 
,iij. iorneyes pat men depen Hauyson is aH couered 
derkness withonten ony brightness or light, so pat noman 
may see ne here no noman dar entreii in to hem. And 
natheles pei of the contree seyii pat sonityme men Keren 32 
voys of folk -fc hors ny^eiige i cokkee crowynge And men 
witen wel pat men dwellen pere, hut pei knows not what 
men. And pei seyn pat the derkness hefeS he myrade of 
god, Por a cursed Emperonr of Peesie pat highte Saxjres 36 
P) vnder, C, 
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pui'snede ali cfistene to destroye l^ew^ -t to compeH 
hem to make sacrifise to his y doles And rood w^t^ grete 
host in ail pat eiier he myghte f(jr to confonnde the 
4 cristene nie?^. And fawne in pat coiitree dwelleden 
nianye gode cristene me>i, the whiche pat laften hire godes 
And wolde han lied in to Grege. And whan jjei weren 
in a playn pat highte Megon And this cursed Emperour 
8 mett \\^tA hem y^ith his boost for to haue slayn hem -fc an 
hewew hem to peces And ano?^ the cristene me^^ kneleden 
to the gronnde -t made hire preyeres to god to sokoure 
hem. And anon a gret thikke clowde cam \ couered the 
12 Emperour t ail Ins boost. And so ]?ei enduren in pat 
nianere fat fei ne mo we not gon out on no syde t so 
schiiil f ei eiiermore abyden in fat derkness tiS the day of 
dome be the myracle of god. And fawne the cristene 
16 mew wentew where hem lykede best at hire owne plesance 
w^ti^outew lettynge of ony creature -t hire enemyes en- 
closed t confounded in derkness w^t^outen ony strok. 
Wiierfore we may ^ wel seye wit^ daiiid : A domino 
20 FAOTUM EST ISTUD i EST MIRABILB IN OGULTS NOSTRIS. And 
fat was a gret myracle fat god made for hem. Wherfore 
me thinketh fat cristene mew sclioldew ben more deuoute 
to seruew cure lord god fan ony ofer mew of ony ofer 
24 secte, For witJiouten ony drede ne were cursedness -t 
synne of cristew men, fei seholden bew lordee of ail the 
world, -For the banere of Ihesu crist is ailweys displayed 
and redy on aB sydes to the help of his trewe louynge 
28 seruawntes, In so moche fat o gode cristene maw in gode 
beleeve scholde oiiercomew outchacew a cursed mys 
heleeuynge mew, As Dauid seith in the psautbrb : Quo- 

NUK PEiJSEQUEBATUE YNVS MILLS t DUO FUGARENT DECBM 
32 MIDIA. Et cadent a latere TUO MILLE, DEOEM MILTA A 
DEXTRTS TUis, And how fat it myghte be fat on scholde 
chacen a Damd him self seyth folewynge : Quja manus 
DOMINI FECIT EEC OMxViA. And oiire lord him self seyth 
36 be the praphetes mouth ; Si in yijs, mbis ambulaubritis 
SUPER TBIBULANTES VOS MISISSEM MANUJIf MBAAf. So fat 


The 

Christians 
were saved 
from 

Sliapnr hy 
sudden, 
darkness, 
which has 
since kept 
him 

enclosed 


[ifol. Ill a] 


If Christians 
would only 
he good, the 
Lord would 
make them 
irresistible. 


This is 
proved by 
Scripture. 
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Tho 

Ueorgians 

and 

Armenians 

are 

Christians. 


■Western 
Christians 
do not take 
the 

sacrament 

often 

enough. 

Turkey, 

Cappadocia, 

Isauria, 

Phrygia, 

Bithynia. 

[1 fol. Ill b] 


Satalia. 


Mosul. 

Rohais or 
Edessa. 


we may seen apertely pat wee wil be gode Ine 9 ^ llo^^ 
enernye ne may not endures a 3 enst vs. Also jee sclmli 
vndirstonde pat out of ) 5 at loud of derkness gotb out 
a gret Kynere pat schewetb wel fat fere ben folk dwell- 4 
ynge be many redy token es, but noinan dar not entre into 
it. And wytetb wel pat in the kyngdonis of Georgie, of 
Abohaz -t of the litiH Armen ye bew gode criston men i 
deuoute For fei schryue?^ hem -l howselen hem eueymore 8 
ones or twyes in the woke And fere ben manye of hem 
fat howselen hem euery day. And so do wee not on this 
half aH be it fat seynt Poul commandeth it seyenge : 
Omnibus dibbus doji/iniois -ad coji/mc^ntcanduj/ hortor. 12 
Jpei kepen fat commanderaent but wee ne kepen it not. 
Also after on this half is Turkie ^ fat marcheth to the 
grete Armenye And fere be 9 ^ manye prouynces as Capa- 
DOCHB, Sauee, Briqub, Quesiton, Pytan -t Gbmeth 16 
And in euerych of f eise Pim many gode cytees. )?is 
Turkye streccheth vnto the cytee of Sachala fat sitteth 
vpon the see of Greoe And so it marcheth to Syrie. 
Syrie is a gret contree t a gode as I haue told 30 U before 20 
And also it hath abouen toward ynde the kyngdom of 
Caldbb fat strecchetife fro the moimtaynes of Calbe 
toward the Est vnto the cytee of I:7ynyueb fat sitteth 
vpon the xyuere of Tygbe. And in largeness it begy^^neth 24 
toward the north to the cytee of Maeaga And it 
strecceth toward the South vnto the see Ocoean. In 
Caldbb is a pleyn contree -t fewe liilles t fewe ryueres. 
After is the kyngdom of Mesopotayme fat begy^^nefch 28 
toward the est to the flom of Tygbe vnto a cytee fat is 
dept Mosebe And it streccheth toward the west to the 
flom of Eufrate vnto a cytee fat is dept Roiauz And in 
lengthe it goth [fro] (i)the mou 7 ^t of Armenye vnto the 32 
desert of ynde the lesse. J?is is a gode contree t a pleyn 
but it hath fewe ryueres ; It hath but .ij. mouwtaynes in 
fat contree Of the whiche on highte Symar t fat ofer 
LYSON ; And this lond marcheth to the kyngdom of 36 
P) to, C. 
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Caidee. Jit be?*e is toward the parties Meridionales African 

* ^ geography. 

many co?itrees t many regiouns As the loud of Ethiope 
pat niarcheth toward the est to the grete deserter, toward 
4 the WEST [to] (^)the kyngdom of Nubye, toward the South 
to the kyngdom of Moretane And toward the north 
to the rede see. After is Moretane pat dnreth fro the' 
mowttaynes ^of Ethsope vnto lybie tlie hi^e, And pat [ifoi. ii 2 «] 
8 contree ly 3 th along fro the see Occean toward the South, 

And toward the Ij^'orth it marcheth to I^ubye i to the 
high Lybye ; Theise me?i of Nubye ben cristeiie ; And it 
marcheth [to] (^) the londe^ aboueseyd to the deserter of 
12 Egypt And pat is the Egipt pat I liauo spoken of before 
And after Libye the hye t Lybye the lowe pat descendeth 
down lowe toward the grete see of Spayne, In the whiche 
contree ben many kyngdomes t many dyuerse folk. How 
16 I liaue deiiysed 30 U many contrees on this half the 
kyngdom of Cathay, of the whiche manye hen obeyssant 
to the grete Chane. 


OF THE CONTREES i YLES pAT BEN BE 3 ONDE oh. xxx, 
THE LOND OF CATHAY t OF THE FRUTNS 
])Em t OF .XXIJ. KYNGNS ENCLOSED W/THJN 
THE MOUNTAYNES. 


20 scliali I seye 30 U sewyngly of contrees i yles 

pa then be 3 onde the contrees pat I haue spoken 
of. wherfore I seye 30 U, in passynge be the lond of 
Gathaye toward the high ynde t toward Bacharyb, mm 
24 passen be a kyngdom pat mm clepe?^ Caldilhb, pat is a 
fuH: fair centre. And pere groweth a maner of fruyt The 
as pough it wereii Gowrdbs, And whan pei be»^ rype men lamb™^ 
kntten hem a to t men fynden w^t^jnne a lytyH best in 
28 flesch, in bon *t blode, as pough it were a lytitt lomb 
. witAouten wolle. And men eten bothe the frut i the 
hast, And pat is a gret inerueyUe, Of pat frute I hane 
eten afi pough it were wonderfuH but pat I knowe wel 
m i, C. e) fro, 0. 
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pat god is nierueyllotfs in liis werkes. And natheles 
I tolde hem of als gret a menieyle to hem pat is a monges 
vs And pat was of the Bernake^:. For I tolde hem pat 
The barnacle ill oure contree weren trees fat bare^^ a fruyt pat becomeii 4: 
[ifoi.ii2&] l^i^iddes fleeynge. And po pat fellen in ^the water lyuew, 
And pei pat fallen on the erthe dyen ano^ ; and pei be^ 
right gode to mannes mete. And here of had pei als 
gret ineruaylle pat siimme of hem trowed it were an 8 
other rare jnpossible thing to be. In pat centre ben longe apples 

plants, • 1 

apples, of node saiiour, Where of ben mo ban an .0. in a clustre 

si)ices and, ^ 

vines. 4. inanye in a noper. And pei han grete longe leves 

i large of .ij. fote long or more And in pat contree t in 12 
oper contrees pere abouten growen many trees pat beren 
clowe gylofres And notemnges t grete notes of ynde t of 
Canei* t of many oper spices. And pere ben vynes 
pat beren so grete grapes pat a strong man scholde haue 16 
ynow to done for to here o clustre w^tA all the, grapes. 

In pat same regionn ben the mountaynes of Caspye pat 
Alexander men clepen Ybeb in the contree. Betwene po mountaynes 

t^ricd tjo 

enclose the the lewes of .X. lynages ben enclosed pat men clepeii 20 

ten tnbes in ^ ^ i sr 

the Scythian GoTfi -t Magoth And pei mowe not gon out on no syde. 
mountains. x o j 

j)Qve weren enclosed .xxij. kynges with hire peple, pat 
dwolleden betwene the mountaynes of Syohye. j^eve 
kyng Alisandre chacede hem betwene po mountaynes 24 
And pere he thoughte for to enclose hem porgh werk 
of his men. But whan he saugh pat he myghte not don 
nature ^ of it ne bryng it to an ende, he preyed to god of nature pat 
fi^i^shed his he wolde parforme pat pat he had begonne And aB wore 28 
it so pat he was a payneme -t not wortlii to ben herd, jit 
god of his grace ciosed the mou^^fcaynes togydre, so pat 
Those Jews pei dwelle^i. pere all faste ylokked -t enclosed w^'tA hiffh 

cannot ^ ^ o 

escape by mountayues alle aboute, saf only on o syde, And on pat 32 
w&ter, ^ 

throaspian Caspyb. FTow may sum men asken : 

is a lake. gjth pat the see is (^) on pat o syde, Wherfore go pei not 
out on the see syde for to go where pat hem lyketh? 

[2 foi. 113 a] But to this questioim I schal ^answere ; }pat see of Caspyb 36 

P) is, repeated, 0. 
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got^L ont be londe vnder the mou^itaynes t rennetS be 

the desert at o syde of the contree -t after it streccheth 

vnto the mdes of Pejzsie And aHjjough it be dept a see, 

4 it is no see ne it toncheth to I103^ of er see, But it is a 

lake, the grettest of the world. And f ough f ei wolden 

pnttew hem in to fat see, fei ne -wysten neuer wher^ fat 

fei scholde arryne^^. And also fei conen no langage but ^sobecause 

8 only hire owne fat noma^^ knoweth but fei, And ferfore 

•mowe fei not gon out. And also 366 schuH vnderstonde 

fat the lewes han no propre lond of hire owne for to 

dweller jnne in aH the world, but only fat lond betwene 

12 the mouwtaynes. And 3it fei 3elden tribute for fat lond to 

the queen of Amazoine the whiche fat maketh hem to 

ben kept in doos fuH diligently fat fei schuli not gon 

out on no syde but be the cost of hire lond, For hire lond 

16 marcheth to f 0 mou^^taynes. And often it hath befalle5 ^ a few iiave 
' * escaped, 

fat (^) sumnie of the lew^es han gon vp the mou?^taynes 

And avaled down to the valeyes, But gret nombre of folk But the 

_ road is 

ne may not do so For the mou^2-taynes be^^ so hye -t so impractic- 

20 streght vp, fat fei moste abyde fere maugree hire myght, 

For fei inowe not gon out but be a litiB issue fat was 

made be strengths of mew; And it lasteth wel a .iiij, 

grete myle. And after is fere 3it a lond ah desert, where 

24 mew may fynde no water ne for dyggynge ne for non 

other fing, Wherfore mew may not dwellew in fat place 

so is it fuH of dragounes, of serpentes i of of er venymowe 

bestes fat nomaw dar not passe but 3if it be be strong 

28 wynter. And fat streyt passage mew clepen in fat 

contree Clyron, And fat is the passage fat the queen of 

Amazoine makethto bew kept. And fogh ^it happens pfoi.nss] 

sum of hem be fortune to gon out, fei conen no maner of 

32 langage but Ebrew, so fat fei can not speke to the 

peple. And jit natheles mew seyn fei schuH gow out luthetimo 
: , - . * . . . , , of Antichrist 

in theityme of Antborist And fat fei schuli maken they shall 

' * escape 

gret slaughter of cristene mew, And ferfore aH: the 
36 lewes fat dwellew in aH londes lernew aB weys to speken 
(^) ]>at, repeated, 0. 


• MANDEVILLE. 


N 
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A fox shall 
burrow 
throupfh to 
the ten 
tribes, 


and they 
shall escape 
by following 
him under- 
ground. 


[ifol. 114 a] 

In Baotria 
are cotton 
trees. 


Hippopota- 

muses. 


GviflSins. 


Ebbbw, in hope fat whan the oper lewes schuli gon 
out, fat fei may vnderstonden hire speclie -t to leden 
he^w in to cristendom for to destroye the cristene peple. 
For the leives seyn fat pei knowen wel be hire pro- 4 
phecyes pat pei of Caspye schuH go^^ out -t spreden 
porgh out as the world And pat the cristene mew 
schuH: bew vnder hire subiecc^ouw als louge as pei ban 
ben in swbiecc^ouw of hem. And 3if pat jee wil wyte 8 
how pat pei schuli fynden liire weye, after pat I haue 
herd seye I schali tell 30U. In the tyme of Antborist a 
FOX schaH make pere his trayne t mynew an hole where 
kyng Alisanbrb leet make the ^ates And so longe he 12 
schali mynen i percew the erthe til pat he scliaH passe 
porgh towardes pat folk. And whan pei seen the fox 
they schuli haue gret inerueylle of him be cause pat pei 
saugh iieuer such a best, For of aH opere bestes pei haw 16 
enclosed amonges hem, saf only the Fox. And pawne 
pei schullen chacen him t pursuen him so streyte, tiH pat 
he come to the same place pat he cam fro. And pawne 
pei schuUew dyggen -t mynew so strongly, tili pat pei 20 
fynden the jates pat kyng Alisanbre leet make of grete 
stones -t passynge huge, wel symented t made stronge for 
the niaystrie. And po ^ates pei schuli breken t so gon 
out be fyndynge of pat issue. Fro pat lond gon mew 24 
to%ard the lond of Bachabie, where hew fuH yuele folk 
•fc full crueil. In pat lond hew trees pat herew wolle as 
pogh it were of scheep, where of mew maken clothes t 
ali ping pat may hew made of wolle : In pat contreo 28 
hew many Ypotaynes pat dwellen somtyme in the water 
i somtyme on the lond And pei hew half man t half hors 
as I haue seyd before, And pei eten mew whan pei may 
take liem. And pere hew ryueres i watres pat hen fuH 32 
byttere, pree sithes more pan is the water of the see. In 
pat centre ben many Gbipfounbs mom plente^ pan in 
ony other contree Summen seyn pat pei han the body 
vpwaxd as an Eglb And benethe as a lyotjn And treuly 36 
pei seyn soth pat pei bew mf pat schapp. But 0 
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Gripfouj? liaffi the body more gret i is more strong 
panne .viij. lyodns, of suche lyonns as ben o this half. 

And more gret -t strongere pan an .C. Egles suche as 
4 we han amonges vs. Eor o Geippoun pere wil here One grifflu 

. . . will fly up 

neynge to his nest a gret hors aif he may fynde him at carrying a 

horse or a 

the poynt or .ij. oxen ^oked togidere as pei gon at the yoke of 
plowgh. Eor he hath his talouns so longe ± so large 
8 i grete vpon liis feet as pough pei weren homes of grete 
oxen or of bugles or of ky^n, so pat men maken cuppes of 
hem to drynken of. And of hire ribbes and of the 
pennes of hire wenges men maken bowes full stronge to 
12 schote w^tA Arwes t quareH. From pens gon men be 
many iourneyes porgh the lond of Erestre lohn the grete 
Emperour of ynde, And men clepen his roialme the yle 
of Pentexoieb. 


OF THE EYALL ESTATE OF PEESTE^ lOHN oh.xxxi. 
i OF A EICHE MAY J?AT MADE A MYE^UEYLOUS 
CASTEEL AND CLEPED IT PAEADYS t OF HIS 
SOTYLTEE. 

16 rilHIS Emperour Prestre lohn holt fuH gret lond And prester 
X. hath many full noble cytees -t gode townes in Emjre. 
his Eoyalme and many grete dyuerse yles -fc large. For 
an the contree of ynde is deuysed in yles for the grete 
20 fiodes pat comen from PAiZADYS pat departen afi the lond 
in many parties. And also in the see he hath full manye 
yles. And the heste cytee in the yle of Pentbxoiee is 
Ntsb pat is a fuH ryati cytee t a noble and fuH riche 
24 This Prestre lohn hath vnder him many kyngee -t many 
yles -t many dyuerse folk of dyuerse condicionns And this 
lond is fuH gode t ryche, hut not so riche as is the lond 
of the grete Chane. For the marchauntes comen not 
28 thider so comounly for to bye marchandises as pei don in 
the lond of the gret Chane, for it is to fer to trauaylle to. 

And on pat other portie, in the yle of Cathay men 
fynden ail maner thing pat is nede to man clothes of 
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gold of silk of spycerye ± oE maner auere de poys, And 

ferfore, aH be it J?at men ban gretter cbep in the yle of 

Prestre lobii, natbeless mew dreden the longe weye t the 

Sailors fear grete periles in the see in fo partyes. For in many 4 

Adamant places of the seo ben grete roches of stones of the 
rocks wliicli * 

attract all Adamant, bat of his propre nature dra/weth iben to hi?n, 
ships with ^ 

iroi^in -- jjerfore fere passen no schippes pat ban ouper bondes 

or nayles of iren miAin hem, And 3 if per do anon the 8 
roches of the Adamantes drawew hem to hem, pat nener 
pei may go pens. I myself bane seen o ferrom in pat see 
Vegetation as bough it hadde bew a gret yle full of trees i buscaySe 
the wrecks. fuH of thomes -t breres gret plentee, And the schipmen 12 
tolde vs pat all pat was of schippes pat werew drawen 
[1 foi. 116 a] thider he the Adamattjvtes for the irbn ^ pat was in hem. 

And of the roteness t oper thing pat was witAin the 
schippes grewen such buscaylle t thornes t breres t grene 16 
grass i such maner of thing, And of the mastes t the 
seyH jerdes it semed a grete wode or a groue. And suche 
roches bew in many places pere aboatew And perfore dnr 
not the marchantes passen pere but ^if pei knowen wel 20 
the passages or eH pat pei haw gode lodesmen. And also 
pei dreden the longe weye t perfore thei gon to Cathay 
for it is more nygh. And ^it is it not so nygh but pat 
mew moste hew trauayllynge be see -fc lond .xj. monethes 24 
or .xij. from Gene or from Venyse or he come to Cathay. 
And jit is the lond of Prestre lohn more ferr be many 
dredfuH iourneyes And the marchantee passen be the 
kyngdoin of Pewsib i gon to a cytee pat is dept Hermes 28 
Hormuz. for Hbrmes the Philosophre founded it, And after pat 
pei passen an arm of the see i panne pei gon to another 
cytee pat is dept GonBAOH t pere pei fynden marchandises t 
Popinjays, of PoPBNGAYES as gret plentee as mew fynden here of gees. 32 
And jif pei wil passen ferthere pei may gon sykerly jnow. 

The usual In pat coixtree is but lytyS whete cxr barly i perlore pei 
etew Eyjs t bony t niylk t chese -t frute. This 
Emperour Prestre lohn taketh allweys to his wif the 36 
doughter of the grete Chane And the grete Chane also 
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in the same wise tlie doughter of Prestre lohn, For feise 
.ij. ben the grettest lorded vndir the firmament. In the 
lond of Prestre loim ben many dyiierse thinges t manye 
4 preciot^s stones so gretc -t so large bat men niaken of hem vessels 

Tniide of 

vesseii As plateres, dissches t cuppes t many oper procious 
merueyles ben pare pai it were to combrous ^ and to long p fd. 115 &] 
to patten it in scripture of bokes. But of the priucipaii 
8 yles t of his estate and of his lawe I schafi: telle 3011 
som partye. This Einperour Prestre lohn is cristene Prester 
And a gret partie of his contree also, But 3it pei haue not religion, 
ah tlie Articles of oure feyth as wee Iiauen. Jjei beleue?^ 

12 wel in the fader, in the sone and in the holy gost And pei 
hen fuh deuoute t right trewe on to a nother And poi 
sette not be no harettes ne by cawteles ne of no disceytes. His 
And be hath vnder him .Ixxij. prouynces And in euery 
16 prouynce is a kyng And peise kynges iian kynges vnder 
hem, -t alle ben tributaries to Prestre lohn. And he 
hath in his lordschipes many grete nierueyles, For in 
his contree is the see pat men clepen the Graubly see TiieGiaveiiy 
20 pat is ah graueE and sond wit^outen ony drope of water. 

And it ehbeth i floweth in grete wawes as oper sees don. 

And it is neuer stille ne in pes in no maner cesoim And 
noman may passe pat see be navye ne be no maner 
24 of craft -t perfore may no man knowo what lond is 
be3ond pat see. And aE be it pat (^) it bane no water 
3it men fynden pere in t on the bankes fuE gode fissch its nsh. 
of other maner of kynde t scbapp panne men fynden in 
28 ony other see t pei ben of right goode tast t delicyoiis 
to mannes mete. And a .iij. iourneys long fro pat 
see ben grete monntaynes out of the whiche goth out 
a gret flood pat cometh out of Pakadys ± it is fuE 
82 of precious stones vfithovAm ony drope of water The river of 
■t it renneth porgh the desert on pat 0 syde, so pat it stones, 
maketh the see grauely And it bereth into pat see t pere 
it endeth. And pat flomme renneth also .iij. dayes in the it flows 

36 woke t bryngeth with him grete stones -t the roehes ^also in the week. 

[2 fol. 116 a] 

(^) pat, repeated, G. 
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The 

ephemeral 

trees. 


Grunting, 
horned men. 


Speaking 

parrots. 


Crosses are 

carried 

before 

Prester John 
instead of 
banners. 


[ifol, 116 &] 


In peace 
time, one 
plain 
wooden 


precedes 

nim 


^^er&wiih and pat gret plentee, And anoTt as pei ben entred 
in to the grauely see pei hew seyn nomore, but lost for 
eneremore. And in po .iij. dayes pat that ryuere rennelli 
noniaw dar entren in to it, But in the oper dayes me^t dar. 4 
entren wel ynow. Also be 3 onde pat doinine, more 
vpward to the deser tes is a gret pleyn ah: grauelly betwene 
the nlou9^taynes. And in pat playn euery day at the sonne 
risynge begynnen to growe smale trees -t pei growen til 8 
mydday . berynge frute. But noman dar taken of pat 
frute for it is a thing of Bayryb. And after Midday pei 
discrecen t entren a 3 eii in to the erthe, so pat at the 
goynge doun of the sonne pei apperen no more t so poi 12 
don euery day t pat is a gret mervaylle. In pat desert 
hew many wylde mm pat hew hidouse to lokew on for pei 
bew horned And pei speken nought but pei gronten as 
Pygg^5* And pere is also gret plente[e](^) of wylde houndes, 16 
And pere hm manye Popegayes pat pei clepen Psitakbs 
in hire langage And pei speken of hire propre nature t 
saluen men pat gon porgh the deserter -t speken to hem 
als appertely as pough it were a ma^^. And pei pat speken 20 
wel ban a large tonge t ban .v. toos vpon a fote. And 
pere hew also of oper manere, pat ban but .iij. toos vpon a 
fote And pei speken not or but litiH for pei cone not but 
cryen. This Emperour Prestre lohn whan be goth into 24 
bataylle ajenst ony other lord, be bath no baneres born 
before him But he hath .iij. crosses of gold fyn gretc t 
bye, fuH of precious stones. And euery of po cross be?^ 
sett in ^ chariot fuH: ricbely arrayed. And for to kepe^t 28 
euery cros be^^ ordeyned .x. MiB. ^nion of armes t mo pan 
an .C.Mi men on fote in maner as men wolde kepe a 
stondard in oure contrees Wlian pat wee ben in lond of 
werre. Aaid this nombre of folk is w^tAouten the princy- 32 
paH boost i witAouten weiiges ordeynd for the bataylle. 
And whan he hath no werre, but rideth 'with a pryuy 
meynee panne he bath bore before him hut o cros of 
tree witAouten peynture i witAouten gold or siluer or 36 
(^) plenteo, C. 
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precious stones in remembrance fat Ibcsu crist suffred 
detbl vpon a cros of tree. And he hath born before him 
also a plater of gold fuR of erthe in tokeiie fat his nobless 
4 t his myght t his flessch schaR tnrneji to erthe. And he 
hath born before liim also a vcsseR of siluer fuR of noble 
jewelles of gold fuR riche i of precious stones in tokene 
of his lordschipe i of his nobless t of his myght. He 
8 duelleth comou9^1y in the cytce of Suse -t fere is his 
principaR palays fat is so riche t so noble fat nomaw wil 
trowe it by estimacioun but he had seen it. And aboue 9 ^ 
the chief tour of the palays be?i .ij. rounde pomeles of 
12 gold And in euerych of hem ben .ij. charboncles grete t 
large fat schynen fuR brighte vpoti the nyght And the 
principaR jates of his palays ben of a preciowe ston fat 
men clepen Sabdotne And the bordure -t the barres ben 
16 of Iuorye And the wyndowes of the halles t chanibres 
ben of CRiSTAfsL And the tables whereon men eten somme 
ben of Emeraude^, summe of Amatyst i somme of gold 
fuR of p^•ecio^^5 stones And the pileres fat beren vp the 
20 tables ben of the same precioies stones And the degrees to 
gon vp to his throne where he sitteth at f e mete on is of 
Oniohe, Anofer is of cristabl i anofer of Iaspre grene, 
Anofer of amatyst, Anofer of Sardtnb, Anofer of 
24: CoRNBLiNB. And the .vij. fat he setteth onne his feet 
is of ^ Ceisolyte. And aR f eise degrees ben bordured 
witA fyn gold with the tothere precjozcs stones sett with 
grete perles oryent. And the sydes of the sege of his 
28 throne ben of Emejraddes t bordured with gold fuR 
nobely And dubbed with ofer precions stones and grete 
perles. And aR the pileres in his chambre ben of fyne 
gold with precions stones t with manye Charboncles fat 
32 jeuen gret lyght vpon the nyght to aH peple. And aR be it 
fat theCHARBONCLEjeuelyght right ynow, natheles atalle 
tymes brenneth a vesseR of CristaesL fuR of Bawme for 
to ^euen gode smeR t odour to the Emperour t to voyden 
36 Awey aR wykkede eyres t corrupc^uns. And the forme 
of his bedd is of fyne saphires bended with gold for to 


Two vessels, 
one full of 
earth, the 
other of 
jewels, 
carried 
before him. 

Qorgeous- 
ness of his 
palace in 
Susa. 


The steps to 
the throne. 


P fol. lira] 
The throne. 


His chamber 
lighted with 
carbuncles, 
and scented 
with balm. 


His bed. 



184: 


Nyse, Ms 

other 

capital. 


His 

household. 


Kings and 
carls serve 
him. 


[ifol. 117 &] 

The Lords 
spiritual. 


The officers 
of the court. 


Melazgeid, 


The Old 
Man of the 
Mountain. 


[CH. XXXI. PRBSTER JOHN. THE ASSASSINS.] 

make kim slepen wel -t to refroyneTi lim from lechrye. 
For lie wiE not ly^e vrith kis wyfes but .iiij. sitHes in tke 
^eer after the .iiij. cesonns. And fat is only for to engendre 
children. He hath also a fuH fayr palays t a noble at 4 
the cytee of Hyse where fat he dnelleth whan him best 
lyketh. But the Ayr is not so attempree as it is at the 
cytee of Suse. And 300 schuH vnderstonde fat in aH his 
contree ne in the coutrees fere aH ahoute mew eteii noght 8 
hut ones in the day, hut 3 if fat mew makon hem in the 
court of the grete Chane. And so fei eten euery day in 

ti MiUr 

his court mo panne .xxx. persones, w^’t^outew goeres 
i comeres. But the .xxx. .m.^ persones of his contree ne 12 
of the contree of the grete Chane ne spenden nought so 
nioche gode as don .xij . of oure contree. This Eraperour 
Prestre John hath eueremore .vij. kynges with him to 
seruew hhw And fei departed hire seruice be certeyn 16 
monethes And w^t^ feise kyiiges seruew aH weys .Ixxij. 
Dukes And .ccc. i ,lx. Erics. And aH the dayes of the 3 eer 
fere eten ^in his houshold t in his Court .xij. Erche- 
bysshoppes t .xx. Bisshoppes. And the Patriark of seynt 20 
Thomas is fere as is the Pope here And the Erchebis- 
shoppes i the Bisshoppes t the ahhottes in faf'^conferee 
ben alle kynges. And euerych of feise grete lordes 
knowen vel ynow the Attendance of hire seruyce. The 24 
on is mayster of his houshold, Anofer is his chambirleyn, 
Aiiofer serueth hiw^ of a dyssch, Aiiofer of the cuppe, 
Anofer is Styward, Anofer is MareschaH, Anofer is 
Prynce of Ins Armes; And fus is he fiiH nobely -t 28 
ryally serued. And his lend dureth in verry brede .iiij. 
monethes iorneyes And in lengthe out of niesure, fat is, 
to seyne AH the yles rnder erthe fab wee supposen to hew 
vnder vs. Besyde the yie of Pentexoirb fat is the lond 32 
of Prestre lohn is a gret yle long i brode fat mew clepen 
Milstobak t it is in the lordschipe of Prestre lohn. In 
fat yle is gr§t plentee of godes. fere was dwellynge 
somtyme a riche maw t it is not longe sithe i men dept 36 
him Gatholonabbs t he was fuH of cauteles t of sotyH 
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disceytes. And he hadde a fuH fair casteH t a strong in 
a mouwtayne, so strong i so noble fat nonian cowde 
devise a fairere ne a strengere. And he had let muren aE 
4 the mountayne abonte v?ith a strong wah t a fair And 
wMjnne po Tvalles he had the fairest gardyn fat ony man His garden 
myghte beholde i f erein were trees berynge aii nianer of 
fmtes fat ony man cowde deuyse. And perein were 
8 also aE maner vertuom herbes of gode smeH and 
aH: ofer herbes also fat beren faiie flonres. And he 
had also in fat gardyn many faire welles, And beside 
fo welles he had lete make faire halles -b ^ faire [ifoi. iisa] 
12 chambres depeynted aH with gold -fc azure. And fere 
weren jn fat place many a d 3 nierse thinges And manye 
dyuerse storyes. And of bestes t of hryddes fat songen 
fuS delectabely t nieveden be craft, fat it semede fat f ei 
1 > wereii quyke. And he had also in his gardyn aH maner 
of foules i of bestes fat ony man myghte thenke on for 
to haue pley or desport to beholde hem. And he had 
also in fat place the faireste damyseles fat myghte ben ms live 
20 founde vnder the age of .xv. jeer And the faireste jonge 
striplyiiges fat men myghte gete of fat same age^ And 
aH f ei weren clothed in clothes of gold fuH richely And 
he seyde fat fo weren aungeles. And he had also let 
24 make .iij. welles faire t noble -t aH envyround with ston The conduit 

ruiming 

of jaspre, of cristaH, dyapred with gold t sett with witiumik, 

^ , wine and 

precions stones -t grete orient perles. And he had made honey, 
a conduyt vnder ertSe so fat the .iij. welles at his list on 
28 scholde renne mylk, Anof er wyn -t anof er hony ; And 

fat place he dept paradys.^ And whan fat ony gode Bold young 
knyght fat was hardy t noble cam to see this rialtee, bronghTL 
he wolde lede him in to his paradjs -t schewen him f eise 
32 wonderfuH thinges to his desport *fc the merueyllotw t 
delicxons song of dyuerse briddes -t the faire damyseles 
t the faire welles of mylk of wyn i of hony plentevons 
rennynge. And he wolde let make dyuerse jnstrumentes 
36 of Mnsik to sownen in an high tour so merily fat it was 
ioye for to here i noman scholde see the craft fere of. 
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And fo he seyde WQven aungeles of god -t fat place was 
paradys fat god had behight to his frende^ seyenge : Dabo 
YOBIS TERBMI PLUENTEM LACTE -I MELLE. And fawne 
wolde he maken hem to drynken of a certeyn drynk i 
whereof anon f ei scholden ^ he dronken And f anne wolde 
hem thinken grettcr delyt fan fei hadden before. And 
fan wolde he seye to hem fab 3 if they wolde dyen for 
him t for his lone fat’ after hire deth fei scholde come 8 
to his paradys t fei scholden hen of the age of fo 
damyselles -t fei scholde pleyen yvith hem t 3 it ben 
inaydenes. And after fat 3 it scholde he putten hem in 
a fayrere paradys, where fat fei scholde see god of 12 
nature visihely in his magestee and in his hlisse. And 
fan wolde he schewe hem his entent And seye hem fat 3 if 
fei wolde go sle such a lord or such a man fat was his 
enemy e or contrariotts to his list, fat fei scholde not 16 
drede to don it t for to he slayii ferfore hem self, for 
after hire deth he wolde putten hem in to anof er paradys, 
fat was an .C. fold fairere fan ony of the tothere t fere 
scholde fei dwellen mth the most fairest damyselles fat 20 
inyghte be -t pley w^tA hem eueremore. And f us wenten 
many dynerse lusty Bacheleres for to slo grete lordes 
in dyuerse contrees fat weren his enemyes -t made 
hemself to ben slayn in hope to haue fat paradys. And 24 
]ius often tyine he was revenged of his enemyes be his 
sotyli disceyte^ i false cawteles. And whan the worthi 
men of the contree hadden perceyued this sotyli falshod 
of this GathoTjOnabbs, fei assembled hem w^t^- force -t 28 
assayleden his casteH i slowen him -t . destroyeden aH 
the faire places -fc aH the nohletees of fat paradys. The 
place of the welles t of the walles i of many of er thinge^ 
hen 3 it apertly sene, hut the ricchesse is voyded dene ; 32 
And it is not longer gon sitfi fat place was destroyed. 


t 
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OF THE DEUELES HEDE IN THE VALEYE cu.xxxii. 
PEiSILOUS, AND OF THE CUSTOMS OF FOLK 
IN DYUi/^SE YLBS ]>AT BEN ABOUTEN IN 
THE LORDSCHIPB OF PRESTRJ5; lOHN. 

B ESYDE fat jle of Mistorak vpon tke left syde 
nygfi to the ryiiere of Phison is a nierueylows 
thing, pore is ^ a vale betwene the inonntaynes fat 
4 dureth nygh a .iiij. inyle And siiw^inen clepen it the p foi. noaj 
vale enchaunted, Sowme clepen it the vale of deueles 
t somme clepen it fe vale perilous. In fat vale heren 
mew often tyme grete tempestes and thondres -fc grete 
8 murmures i noyses aH dayes t nyghtes And gret noyse 
as it were sown of tabours and of nakeres -t of trompes, 
as fough it were of a gret feste. This vale is ail full 
of deueles t hath hew ailweys. And mew seyn fere fat 
12 it is on of the entrees of helle. In fat vale is gret 
plentee of gold -t sylner, Wherfore many mysbeleuynge 
men t manye cristene mew also gon in oftentyme for to 
haue of the thresoure fat fere is, But fewe comew ajen 
16 t namely of the mysbeleevynge mew, ne of the cristene 
mew nouf er, for anon f ei bew strangled of deueles. And 
in mydd place of fat vale vnder a roche is an bed -t 
the visage of a deuyl bodyliche, fuH horrible -t dredfuii , 

20 to se. And it scheweth not, but the hed to the schuldres, 

But fere is nonian in the world so hardy, cristene maw 
ne other, but fat he wolde bew adrad for to beholde it 
i fat it wolde semen him to dye for drede, so is it 
24 hidouse for to beholde. For he beholdeth euery man so 
scharply w^'tA dredfuii eyen fat bew eueremore mevynge 
t sparklyngo as fuyre -fc chaungeth t stereth so often 
in dynerse mancre w^t^ so horrible contenance, fat noman 
28 dar not neighen towardes him. And fro him cometh out 
smoke i stynkande fuyr t so moehe abhomynaciouw, fat 
vnethe nomaw may fere endure. But thegodo cristene GoodOhru- 
men fat ben stable in the feyih entren weH w^twoutew from danger. 
32 perile, For fei wil first schryuen hem t markew hem 
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witA the tokene of the holy cros, so pat the feiides iie 
han ^no power oner hem. But aii be it pat pei be?i 
w^^tAoute 9 ^ perile 3 it natheles ne ben pei not witAouteii 
drede whan pat pei seen the deueles visibely and bodyly 4 
aii aboute hem, pat maken fiili many dyuerse assautes 
•k manaces in eyr -t in erthe t agasteii hem yvith strokes 
of thonder blastes and of tempestes, and the niosto drede 
is, pat g(jd wole take?^ vengeance panne of pat pat men 8 
han mysdon a 3 en his wille. And 300 schiili vndirstonde 
pat whan my felowes and I weren in pat vale woe wereii 
in gret thought wheper pat we diirsten putteii oiire bodyes 
in aventure to gon in or no 3 ^, in the profcecttoim of god. 12 
And somme of onre felowes accordeden to eiitre t somme 
noght. So pere were 2 ^ w^t^ vs .ij. w^orthi men Brere 
Menoures, pat were 9 ^ of lombardye pat seyden pat 3 if 
ony mm wolde entren, pei wolde gon in with vs. And 16 
whan pei hadden seyd so vpon the gracyo^^s trust of 
god t of liem wee leet synge masse -t made euery man 
to ben schryueii t honseld. And panne wee entreden 
.xiiij. persones, But at oure goynge out wee weren but 20 
.ix. And so wee wisten neuere wheper pat oure felowes 
weren lost or eli turned a 3 en for drede, But wee ne saugh 
hem neuer after; And po weren .ij. men of Geeob i 
•iij. of Spaynb. And oure oper felowes pat woldeii not 24 
gon in w^tA vs pei wenten by another coste to ben before 
vs -t so pei were. And pn^ wee passeden pat perilouse 
vale t founden perjnne gold -t syluer i preciows stones 
•t riche jewelles gret plentee, bothe here -t pere as vs 28 
senied. But wheper pat it was as vs semede, I wot nore 
for I touched none, be cause pat the deueles ben so subtyle 
to make a thing to seme otherwise pan it is for to disceyue 
mankynde -t perfore I towched none And also because 32 
pat I wolde not ben put out of my ^ deuooioun, for I was 
more deuout panne pan euere I was before or after, And 
aii for the drede of fend^ pat I saugh in dyuerse figures 
And also for the gret mnltytude of dede bodyes pat I 36 
sau^ pere liggynge be the weye be aft the vale as 
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Jiougli pere had ben a bataylle betwene .ij. kynges 
i the myghtyest of the contreej -i pat the gretter par tye 
had ben discomfyted i slayn. And I trowe pat vnethe 
4 scholde ony contree hane so moche peple w^tAin him as 
lay slayn in pat vale, as vs thonghte, the whiche was an 
hidouse sight to seen. And I menieylled moche pat pere There was 
weren so manye t the bodyes all hole AviiAoute^ rotynge, decay.^ ^ 

8 But I trowe pat fendes made hem semen to be^^ so hole 
w^tAoutew rotynge. But pat myghte not hew to myw 
avys pat so manye scholde haue entred so newely ne so 
manye newely slayn wMouten stynkynge -t rotynge. 

12 And manye of hem weren in hahite of eristene men, But Many wore 

Christian 

I trowe wel pat it weren of suche pat wenten in for dress, 
couetyse of the thresoure pat was pere t hadde^i ouer- 
moche feblenesse in the feith, so pat hire hertes ne myghte 
16 not enduren in the beleve for drede ; And perfore werew 

wee the more deuout a gret del. And ait wee weren cast We were 

^ knocked 

doun i beten down many tymes to the hard erthe be down, but 

not hurt. 

w^yndes and thondres t tempested, But eueremore god of 
20 his grace halp vs, And so wee passed pat perllone vale 
w^tAouten perile t wit^outen encombrance, thanked be aB 
myghty godd. After this bejonde pat vale is a gret yle 
Where the folk ben grete Gbauntes of .xxviij. fote longe Giants. 

24 or of .XXX. fote long And pei han no clothinge but of 
skynnes of bestea pat pei hangen vpon hem And pei 
eten no breed, But aH raw flesch t pei drynken mylk of 
bestea, for pei han plentee of aH bestaylle ; And pei haue 
28 none houses to lyen ^jnne. And pei eten more gladly pfoi. 1206 ] 
mannes flesch panne ony oper flasch. In to pat yle dar 
noman gladly entren, And jif pei seen a schipp -t men 
perejnne, Anon pei entren in to the see for to take hem. 

82 And men seyden vs pat in an yle he^onde pat weren 
Geahtes of grettere stature, summe of .xlv. fote or of .1. 
fote long And as sommemen seyn, summe of .L cubytes 
long. But I sagh none of po, for I hadde no lust to go 
36 to po parties, because pat noman eonieth nouper into pat They devour 

_ . _ .,.•,..1 A, travellers. 

yle ne into pat oper, but ^if he be deuoured anon. And 
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among fo geauntes ben sclieep als grete as oxen here -t fei 
beren gret wolla-t rough ; Of f o scbeep I haue seyn many 
tymes. And me?^ ban seen many tymes fo Geauntbs 
taken men in the see out of hire scbippes -t brougbte 4 
bem to londe .ij. in on bond i .ij. in anofer, etynge bem 
goynge aH raw t aH quyk. Anofer ylo is fere toward 
the north in the see Occean, where fat be^ fuH crude t 
ful euele wommen of nature -t fei ban precious stones in 8 
hire eyen. And f ei be9^ of fat kynde, fat ^if f ei beholden 
Women that ony nia^i with wratthe bei slen him anon with the be- 
look. boldynge, as doth the Basilisk. Anofer yle is fere fuli 

fair -t gode i gret -t fuH of peple Where the custom is 12 
such, fat the firstc nyght fat f ei bew maryed fei makew 
anofer man to lye be hire wifes for to haue hire mayden- 
hode, -t ferfore fei taken gret huyre -t gret thank. And 
fer beT^ certeyn me?t in euery town fat serue^^ of non 16 
other thing And fei clepen hem Cadeberiz, fat is to 
The fools of seyne: the foies of wanhope. For fei of the contree 

despair. i 1 1 . 

holder it so gret a thing -t so perilous for to haue the 
maydenhode of a womma%, fat hem someth fat fei fat 20 
pfoi. 121a] haue^ first ^ the maydenhode putteth him in auenture of 
his lif. And ^if the husboiide fynde his wif mayden that 
ofer next nyght after fat sohe scholde haue bew leyn by 
of the ma9^ fat is assigned ferefore, peraunter for dron- 24 
keness or for sum other cause, the husbonde schaH pleyne 
vpon him fat he hath not don his deveer in such crueH: 
wise as fough the officere wolde haue slayn him. But 
after the firste nyght fat fei beT^ leyn by fei kepen hem 28 
so streytely fat fei he^» not so hardy to speke with no 
man. And I asked hem the cause whi fat fei helden 
such custom t fei *sey den me fat of olde tyme me^^ hadden 
be^ dede for deflourynge of maydenes fat hadden serpente^ 32 
in hire bodyes fat stonge?4 mm vpon hire jerde^, fat 
fei dyeden anon. And ferfore fei helden fat custom to 
make ofer men orde 3 md f^fore, to lye be hire wyfes for 
drede of deth t to assaye the passage be another [rather] (^) 36 
0) rather, missing in C. 
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fan for to putte hem in fat alien ture. After fat is 

anofer yle where fat wommew niaken gret sorwe whan 
hire children hen yborn And whan fei dyen fei maken 
4 gret feste t gret ioye -t reueii i famine fei casten hem into 
a gret fuyr hrennynge. And fo fat loue^i wel hire hns- 
hondes, 3 if hire hnsbondes be!^^ dede, fei casten hem also 
in the fnyr witA hire children t brenne?i hem. And fei 
8 seyn fat the fuyr schali clensen hem of ali filthes t of aH 
vices And fei schuli gon pared -t dene into anof er world 
to hire husbondes, t fei schuli leden hire children vdth 
hem. And the cause win fat fei wepen whan hire chil- 
12 dren loen born is fis : for whan fei comeyi into this world, 
fei conle^^ to ^ labour, sorwe and heuyness. And whi fei 
maken ioye and gladnesse at hire dyenge is because fat 
as fei seyn f anne fei gon to paradys, where the ryueres 
16 rennen mylk -t bony, where fat men seen hem in ioye t in 
habundance of godes, witAouten sorwe t labour. In fat 
yle men maken hire kyng eueremore be eleckbu^ And 
fey ne chesen him nought for no noblesse ne for no 
20 ricchess, but such on as is of gode manures t of gode 
condic^ou9^s, t f ere^v^tAali rightfuli ; And also fat he be 
of gret Age -t fat he haue no children. In fat yle men 
hew full rightfuli and fei don rightfuli luggemente^ in 
24 euery cause, bothe of riche i pore, smale and grete, after 
the qaantytee of the trespas fat is mysdon. And the kyng 
may nought denie noman to deth ’withouten assent of his 
barouns i oferwyse men of conseiH t fat ali the court 
28 acorde f^rto. And ^if the k 3 mg himself do ony homy- 
cydie or ony cryme, as to sle a man or ony such cas, 
he schali dye ferefore, but he schali not be slayn as 
another man, But mm schuli defends in peyne of deth 
32 fat noman be so hardy to make him companye, ne to 
Speke witA hym, ne fat nomaia jeue him ne selle him ne 
s^me him nouther of mete ne of drynk ; And so schali 
he dye in myschet J3ei spare noman fat hath trespaced 
36 noufer for lone ne for fauour ne for ricchess ne for 
, nobless, but fat he schali haue after fat he h^th don. 
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Ee^onde Jiat yle is another yle where is gret m^^ltytude of 
Hares and folk t pel wole not for Hoping eten flesch of hares neof 
keptaspets, hennes ne of gees; And iit pei hryngen forth ynowe for 

not to be o ^ j 

eaten. to seen hem i to beholden hem only. But pei eten 4 

flessch of bE oper hestes -t drynken inylk. In pat contree 

[ifoi. 122 a] pei %ken hire doiightres t hire sustres to here wyfes -t 

Community hire opere kynneswomnien, And 2 if pere hen .x. men or 
of wives. 

.xij. men or mo dwellynge in an hows, the wif of euerych 8 
of hem schaB ben comoun to hem alle pat duellen in pat 
hows, So pat euery man may liggen ^itJi whom he wole 
of hem on o nyght t viith another Another nyght. And 
Children are jif sche haue onv child sche may aeue it to what man 12 
anybody. j7^t sche list pat hath companyed w^'t^ hire, so pat noman 

knoweth pere Wheper the child he his or anoperes. And jif 
ony man seye to hem pat pei norisschen oper mennes 
children, pei answeren pat so don oper men hires. In 16 
Crocodiles, pat contre -t he all ynde hen gret plentee of Cokodbilles, 
pat is a maner of a long serpent as I haue seyd before. 
And in the nyght pei dwellen in the water t on the day 
vpon the lond in roches t in Caues. And pei ete no 20 
mete in aH the wynter, hut pei ly^n as in a drem, as 
don the serpentes. fpeise serpentes slen men t pei eten 
hem wepynge. And whan pei eten pei meven the ouer- 
jowe t nought the nether iowe t pei haue no tonge. In 24 
pat contree t in many opere hejonde pat t also in manye 
on this half, meTZ. putten in werke the sede of cotou^^ 

How cotton And pei sowen it eitery ^eer -t pan groweth it in smalo 

trees pat heren cotou?^. And so don men m&tj jere, so 28 
pat pere is plentee of cotou^^ at aH tymes. Item in this 
Wood that yle -t in many opere pere is a maner of wode hard i 
year; incom- strong, Whoso couereth the coles of pat wode vnder the 
hard woods, assches pereoffe, the coles wil duellen t abyden ati: quyk 32 
a 3 ere or more. And pat tre hath many leves as the 
Gynypre hath, -t pere hew also many. trees pat of nature 
pei wole neuer hrewne ne rote in no manere. And pere 
hew note trees pat heren notes als grete as a mawnes bed. 36 
The giraffe. jDere also he many hestee pat hen dept Oraples, In 
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Arabye pei hen dept Gerpauntz, ^ pat is a best pomelee or 
spotted, pat [is] (^) but a lityii more bigb pan is a stede, But 
be batb the necke a .xx. cubytes long, And bis croupe t 
4 bis tayl is as of an bert And be may loken oucr a gret 
bigb bous. And pere hen also in pat contree manye 
Camles, pat is a lytiH best as a Goot pat is wylde -t be 
lyuetb be the eyr and etetb nought ne drynketb nought 
8 at no tyme. And be cbaungeth bis colour oftentyme, 
Por men seen him often sithes now in o colour -t now- 
in anoper colour, And be may cbaunge him in to aii 
maner coloures pat him list, saf only in to red t white. 
12 J^erc ben also in pat contree passynge grete serpente^, 

sx 

Sumine of .vj. fote long -t pei hen of dyuerse coloures as 
rayed rede, grene -t ^alowe, blewe t blake \ aB: spekelede. 
t pere hen opere pat ban crestes vpon liire bedes -b pei gon 
16 [vpon] {^) hire feet vpright And pei ben wel a .iiij. fadme 
gret or more. And pei duellen aBwey in rocbes or in 
mountaynes (^) And pei ban aB^vey the tbrote open, of 
wbens pei droppen venym aBweys. And pere ben also 
20 wylde swyn of many coloures als grete as ben oxen in 
oure contree i pei ben ail spotted as ben 3 onge fownes. 
And pere ben also vrchounes als grete as wylde swyn 
bere, Wee clepen bem PoRCZ db spyne. And pere ben 
24 lyoiins aH white gret -t myghty. And pere ben also of 
oper bestee als grete -t more gretter pan is a destrere, 
And men clepen hem Lobeanoz And summon clepen hem 
Ojdenthos And pei ban a blak bed t .iij. longe homes 
28 trenchant in the front scbarpe as a swerd -t the body is 
sclendre ; And be is a full felonon^ best And be cbaceth 
•fc sleeth the ^ Olipant, )5ere ben also manye oper bestee 
fuB wykked -t crueH pat ben not mocbeles more pan a 
32 bere And pei ban the bede lych a Bore t pei ban .vj. 
feet And on euery foote .ij. large clawes trenchant And 
the body is lych a Bere, t the tayl as a lyoun. And 
pere ben also myse als grete as boundes t ^alowe myse 
36 als grete as eabenbs. And pere ben Gees aH rede pre 

(1) is, missing, C. O vpo, C. (®) mount taynes, C. 
manueville. 
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sithes more gret fan cure liere t fei han tlie heJ, tlie 
necke t the brest ait blak. And many ofer dyiierse 
bestes be7^ in fo contrees t eHwhere fere aboute7^ i 
man ye dyuerse briddes also, of the whiche it ^rere to longe 4 
for to ten 30U -t ferfore I passe oner at this tyme. 


ch.xxxiiL OF THE GODEHESS OF THE FOLK OF THE 
YLE OF BEAGMAN; OF KYNG ALISANDEE, 
AND WHEEFORE THE EMPEEOUE OF YNDE 
IS CLEFT VRE&TRE lOHN. 


The isle of 
Brahmans. 

Their 

virtues. 


They obey 
the ton 
command- 
ments. 


pfo]. 123 6J 


Their 

climate is as 
good as they 
ftre> 


A nd he3onde fat yle is anofer yle gret h gode and 
plentifoi«5 where fat ben gode folk -t trewe and 
* of gode lyuynge after hire beleve and of gode feyth. 8 
And all be it fat f ei be^^ not cristned ne haue no perfyt 
lawe, 3it natheles of kyndely lawe foi he^i fuH: of all 
vertue -t fei eschewen aH vices t aH malices -t all synnes. 
For fei han not xDroude ne coueytot^s no envyo?/s ne 12 
wrathfuH ne glotouns ne leccheroi^s Ne fei don to no 
maw ofer wise fan fei wolde fat ofer mew diden to hem. 
And in this poynt fei fuHfillen the .x. commandemente^ 
of god, And ^if no charge of a veer ne of ricchess And fei 16 
lye not ne fei swere not for non occasiouw, but fei seyn 
symply 3E and nay, For fei seyn he fat swereth wil 
disceyue his neyghbore; And ferfore all fat fei don fei 
don it w^’tAoutew oth. And mew olepen fat yle the yle 20 
of Bragman, And somme mew clepen it the lond of feyth, 

^ And f orgli fat lond renneth a gret ryuere fat is dept 
Thebe. And in general! aH the mew of fo yles -t of all 
the marches fereaboutew ben more trewe fan in ony 24* 
othere contrees fereaboutew -t more rightfuH fan ofere 
in aH tliinges. In fat yle is no thef ne mordrere ne 
comouw womman ne pore beggere ne neuere was man 
slayn in fat contree. And fei bew so chast t leden so 28 
gode lif as fat fei weren religions mew, And fei fasten 
all dayes. And • because fei bew so trewe t so rightfuH 
i so fuH of aH gode condic^ouws fei weren neuere greued 
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witA lempestea ne 'with tlionder ne with leyt ne with 
liayl ne with pestylence ne with werre ne with hunger 
ne [with] (^) no^i oper fcribulacioun, as wee bew many tymes 
4 amonge^ vs for oure synnes. Wherfore it semeth wel yat 
god loueth hem -t is plesed with hire ereance for hire gode 
dedes. ]?ei beleven wel in god pat made aR thinges t 
hi?n pei worschipen. And pei preysen no^^ erthely 
8 ricchess, And so pei be^^ all rightfuH: And pei lyue?^ fuH 
ordynatly t so sobrely in mete -t drynk, pat pei lyiien 
right longe. And the most part of ham dyen w^tAouten 
sykness whan nature fayleth hem for elde. And it 
12 befeH in kyng Alisanbees tyme pat he purposed him 
to conquere pat yle t to makeii hem to holden of him. 
And whan pei of the centre herden it pei senten 
Messangeres to him witA le^ires pat seyden thus : What 
16 may ben ynow to pat ma% to whom sR the world is 
insufhsant^ J)ou schalt fynde no thing in vs pat may 
cause pe to werren a^enst vs. For wee haue no ricchess 
ne none wee coueyten, And all the godes of oure contree 
20 ben in comoun. Oure mete pat wee susteyne with ali 
oure bodyes is oure ricchess, And in^stede of tresour of 
gold -t syluer wee maken oure tresoure of accord t pees 
■t for to loue euery man oper. And for to apparaylle 
24 witA oure bodyes wee vsen a sely lityH clout for to 
wrappen in oure careynes. Oure wyfes ne be?i not 
arrayed for to make no man plesance, but only 
coi^nable array for to eschewe folye. Whan men peynen 
28 hem to arraye the body for to make it semen fayrere pan 
god made it, pei don gret synne, For man schold not 
devise ne Aske gretter beautee pan god hath ordeyned 
man to ben at his birthe. The erthe mynystreth to vs 
82 .ij. thinges : Oure Mode pat cometh of the erthe pat wee 
lyue by t oure sepulture after oure deth. Wee haue ben in 
perpetuett pees tiH now pat pon come to disherite vs. And 
also wee haue a kyng nought only for to do Justice .to 
36 euery man, for he schatt fynde no forfete among vs, but 
(^) wit, C. 
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for to kepe nobless -t for to scheive fat w^ee ben obeyssant 
wee bane a kyiig. For Justice ne liatb not among vs no 
place, for wee don to noman ofer wise fan wee desiren 
fat men don to vs, so fat riglitwisness ne vengeance ban 4 
nought to don amonges vs ; so fat no thing f ou may take 
fro vs but oure gode pes fat att' weys bath dured among 
vs. And whan kyng Alisandrjs had rad feise letos be 
tbougbte fab be scholde do gret synne for to trouble be-m S 
And fanne be sente hem surteez fat f ei scholde not ben 
aferd of him t fat fei scholde kepeii hire gode maneres 
t hire gode pees as fei badden vsed before of custom t 
so he let hem allone. Anofer yle fere is fat men clepen 12 
OxiDRATE t anofer yle fat men 'clepen Gynosophe 
Where fere is also gode folk t full of gode feytb. And 
fei bolden for the moste ^partye the gode condiciouns 
and customs t gode maneres as men of the contree aboue- 16 
seyd, but fei gon aH naked. Into fat yle entred kyng 
Alisandre to see the manere, And whan be saugh biro 
gret feytti t hire troutbe fat was amonges hem, be seyde 
fat he wolde not greuen hem And bad hem aske of bym 20 
what fat fei wolde baue of him, riccbcss or ony tiling 
elles i fei scholde baue it witft gode wille. And fei 
answerden fat he was riche ynow fat hadde mete -t 
dry like to susteyne the body witA, For the ricchess of 24 
this world fat is transitorie is not worth. But 3 if it wore 
in bi-s powere to make hem jnmortaH:, fereof wolde fei 
preyen him -t thanken him. And Alisandre answerde 
hem fat it was not in his powere to don it, because be 28 
was morteH as fei were. And fanno fei asked him wbi 
be was so proud -t so fierce -t so besy for to putten aH: the 
world vnder bis subieetioun, right as f on were a god t hast 
no terme of tbi lif, neifer day ne hour, And wylnest to 32 
baue aH the world at tbi commandemcnt, fat scbaH leve f e 
witAouten fayle or fou leve it. And right as it bath ben 
to ofer men before f e, right so it scbaH ben to ofe^e after f e 
And from hens scbaltow here no tbyng, But as fou were 36 
born naked, right so aH naked scball fi body ben turned 
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into ertBo fat foil Avere made of. Wlierfore foil scholdest 
tlieiike -fc jmpresse it in thi mynde fat no f iiig is jnmortali 
but only god fat made aH f ing. Bo tlie wbiche answere 
4 Alisandeb was gretly astoneyed -t abayst t aB confuse 
dejjarted from liem. And aB be it fat tlieyse folk ha^ 
not the articles of om’o feytb as wee haw, natheles for 
hire gode feytli natiireli -t for hire gode entent I trowe fully God loves 
8 fat god loueth hem t fat god [taketh] (^) hire seruyse to in heathens, 
gree, right as lie did of loB fat Avas a paynem -fc held D foi. 125 a] 
for his trewe seniant. And ferfore aH be it fat fere ben 
many dyuerse laives in the world, ^it I trowe fat god D^ififerences 
12 loiieth alweys Iiem fat louen him t seruen him mekely in 


trouthe And namely hem fat dispysen the veyii glorie 
of this world, as fis folk don t as job did also. And 
ferfore seyde oure lord be the mouth of Ozeb the 
16 prophete : Ponam eis multiplices leges meas. And also Holy AVrit 

^ ^ allows of a 

in another place : Qui TOTUiif orbbm subdit suis legibus- variety of 


And also oure lord seyth iu the gospeH: : Alias oubs 
HABBO, QUE NON SUNT EX HOC ouiLi. Ipat is to seyne fat 
20 he hadde othere seruanntes fan fo fat ben vnder cristene 

lawe. And to fat acordeth the avisioun fat seynt Petee vision of 

St. Peter 

saugh at Jaff, How the aungel cam from heuene -t in Joppa, 
broiighte before him dyuerse hestes as serpentes t ofer 
24 crepynge bestes of the erthe t of ofer also gret plontee, and 
had him take -t etc. And seynt Petee answerde : I ete 
neuer, qwod he, of vnclene bestes. And fanue seyde the 
aungeii : Hon dioas inmuota qub dbus mundauit. And 
28 fat was in tokene fat noman scholde haue in despite non 
erthely man for here dyuerse lawes. For wee knowe not 
whom god loueth ne whom god hateth. And for fat 
ensample whan men seyn De peofundis : fei seyn it in 
32 comoun -fc in generail, with the cristene ; peo anijilabus 

OMNIUM. DEFUNOTOROT PRO QUIBUS SIT ORANDUilf. Aud 

ferfore seye I of this folk fat ben so trewe t so feythfuH, 

fat god loueth hem, For he hath amoiiges hem many of God loves 

^ tlie BrA^* 

36 the propheles t aHwey hath had. And in fo yles fei 


(1) take, 0. 
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prophecyed the jncarnaoioun of ouie lord Ihesu orist ; 

How he scholde hm hom of a mayden .iij. Mill ^eer or 

more or oure lord was bom of the virgyne Marie. And 

fei heleeven wel in the jncarnaoioun t fat full perfitely, 4 

hilt fei knowe not the manere how he sufeed, his 

passionw and deth for vs. And bejonde feise yles fere 

is another yle fat is dept Pytan. The folk of fat 

[1 foH256] contree ^ ne tyle not ne laboure not the erthe, for fei eteii 8 

no manere thing. And fei be^^ of gode colour -t of faire 

Dwarfs schap after hire gretness, But the smalo hen as Dwbrghes, 

of but not so lityH as ben the Pigmeyes. ]?eise Ine7^ lyue^^ 

apples. - 1)0 the smeU of wylde Apples And whan fei gon ony fer 12 

weye fei beren the Apples w^tA hem, Por 3 if fei hadden 

lost the sauour of the Apples fei scholde dyen anon, 

ne ben ‘not fuB resonable but fei ben syinple t bestyaH. 

Hairy, After fat is another yle where the folk ben all skynned 16 
amphibious , 

folk. rough heer as a rough best, saf only the face t the pawnie 
of the bond. )?eise folk gon als wel vnder the water of 
the see as fei don aboue the lend aH drye And fei eten 
bof e flessch t fissch all raugh. In this yle is a gret 20 
Eyuere fat is wel a .ij. myle -t an half of brede fat is 
dept Buemare. And fro fat Byuere a .xv, iorneyes in 
lengthe goynge be the deserter of the tother syde of the 
Eyuere Whoso myght gon it, for I was not fere, But it 24 
was told vs of hem of the contree, fat w^tAjime fo 
The trees dcsertes weren the trees of the sonne t of the monb, bat 
and Moon, spaken to kyng Alisandre And warned him of lus deth. 

And men seyn fat the folk fatkepen fo trees -fc eten of tbe 28 
frute -b of the bawme fat groweth fere lyuen wel .cccc. 
3 eer or .D. 3 eere be vertue of the frut -t of the 
bawme. Por men seyn fat bawme grov/eth fere in gret 
plentee t nowhere elles, saf only at Babyloyne, as I baue 32 
told 30U before. Wee wolden ban gon toward tho trees 
No army fuB gladly, 3 if woe had myght. But I trowe fat an .C. 

can fight 

the^>easts MiH men of Armes myghten not passen fo desertes 

desert. safly, foT the gret mnltytude of wylde bestes b of grete 36 

dragouns -t of grote Ber^nies fat fere ben, fat slcn t 
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deuouren aH: pai coiner aneynte^ hew. In pal centre 
^ ben man ye white Olifantes witAoute^i n ombre t of vny- 
comes i of lyouns of many maneres And many of suche 
4: bestes )3at I haue told before i of many oper hydouse 
bestes w^’tAouten nombre. Manye otliere yles fere be»^ in 
the lond of Prestre lohn t manye grete merueyles pat 
weren to long to tellen aH, bothe of his ricchesse t of his 
8 nobless And of the gret plentee also of precioi^s stones 
pat he hath. I trowe fat ^ee knowe wel ynow -t haue 
herd seye wherfore this Einperour is dept Prestre lohn, 
But natheles for hew fat knowen not I schali seye jou 
1 2 the cause. It was somtyme an Emperour fere, fat was a 
worthi i a fuH noble Pry nee, fat hadde cristene knyghtes 
in his companye, as he hath fat is now. So it befell 
fat ho hadde gret list for to see the seruise in the chirche 
16 among cristene men. And fan dured cristendom be 3 onde 
the see aH Tuekte, Subrye, Tartarib, IeruvS’alem, 
Palestynb, Ababye, Halappee -t ah the lond of 
Egypte. So it befeH fat this Einperour cam witA a 
20 cristene knyght witA hiw in to a chirche in Egypt And 
it was the Saterday in wyttsonwoke the Bisshopp 
made ordres. And he beheld -b listend the seruyse fuH 
tentyfiy And he asked the cristene knyght what men of 
24 degree fei scholden beTi fat the prelate had before him. 
And the knyght answerde -t seyde fat fei scholde be?» 
prestes. And fan the Emperour seyde fat he wolde 
no longer bew. dept kyng ne Emperour, but Preest And 
28 fett he wolde haue the name of the firsts preest fat wente 
out of the chirche. And his name was Iohn. And so 
eueremore sithens he is dept Prestre lohn. In his lond 
ben manye cristene men of gode feyth t of gode lawe i 
32 namely of hew of the same contree i ban comoun^ly hire 
prestes fat syngen the messe t maken the sacrement of 
the awtier of bred right as the Greeds don. But fei 
seye not so manye thingee at the messe as men don here, 
30 For fei seye not but only fat fat the Apostles seyden, 
as oure lord taughte hew. Eight as Seynt Peter -t seynt 


[ifol. 126tt] 
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Thomas -t tlie ofer Apostles songen tlie mess, sejenge 
the PATEii NOSTEJJ i the wordes of the sacroment. But 
wee liaue many mo Addiaowns pat dyuerse Popes haw 
made fat fei ne knowe not ofife. 4: 


Oh. XXXIV. OF THE HILLES OF GOLD }?AT PISSEMYRES 
KEPEH, AND OF THE .HU. FLODES ])AT 
COMEN FROM PARADYS TERRESTRE. 


The fruitful 
Isle of 
Taprobane. 


The sea 
voyage. 


Cliryse and 
Argyre, the 
and 

silver isles. 
[1 fol. 127 a] 


The gold is 
watched by 
giant ants. 


T oward the Est partye of Prestre lohnes loud is 
an jle gode i gret fat mew clepen Taprobane pat 
is fuR nohle -t fuR fructuotis And the kyng fe?*eof is fuR 
riche -t is under the oheyssance of Prestre lohn. And 8 
aRweys fere pei make hire kyng he eleecyouw. In pat 
yle hew .ij. soMEitES i .ij. wyntres t mew hervesten the 
corn twyes a ^eer. And in aR the cesouns of the jeer 
hew the gardynes fiorisscht. }?ere dwellew gode folk t 12 
resonable -fc manye cristene mew amongee hem fat hew so 
riche pat f ei wyte not what to done wM hire godes. Of 
olde tyme whan mew passed from the lend of Prestre 
lohn vnto pat yle mew niaden ordynance for to passe by 16 
schippe .xxiij. dayes or more, But now mew passen hy 
schippe in .vij. dayes ; And men may see the hotme of 
the see in many places, for it is not fuR depe. Besyde 
fat yle toward the Est hew .ij. ofer yles And mew clepen 20 
pat on Grille i fat other Argyte, of the whiche aR the 
lend is Mynb of gold -t syluer. And f o yles hew right 
where fat the Rede see ^ departeth fro the sec Occean, 
And in fo yles mew seen per no sterres so clerely as in 24 
ofer places, For fere apperen no sterres hut only o clere 
sterre pat mew clepen Canapos. And fere is not the 
mone seyn in aR the lunaciotjn saf only the seconde 
quarterouw. In the yle also of pis Taprobane hen grete 28 
hilles of gold pat pissemyrbs kepew fuR diligently, And 
pei fynen the pured gold ± casten a wey the vnpured. 
And feise pissbmyres hew grete as houndea so pat nomaw 
dar come to f o hilles, for the pissemyrbs wolde assayllen 32 
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hem -t deuoTiren hem anon, so fat noman may gete of fat 
gold but be gret sleighte. And f erfore whan it is gret in hot 

, - . -I t weather, me 

iiete the pissemyres resten hem in the erthe from pryme natives take 
4 of the day in to noon And ban the folk of the contree of the ants* 

^ stay inside 

taken Camayles, dromedaries t hors t ofer bestes t gon <'be earth, 
thider -b chargen hem in aH: haste fat fei may. And 
after fat fei Seen awey in aH fat the bestes may go or tlie 
8 pissemyres come^t out of the erthe. And in ofer tymes in colder 
whan it is not so hote t fat the pissemyres ne resten hem ^aresare 
not in the erthe, pm fei geten gold be this sotyltee. }?ei 
taken mares fab \im 3 onge coltes or foies t leyn vpon the 
12 mares voyde vessel! es made ferfore -i fei be^t aH open 
abouen t liangynge lowe to tbe\rthe. And famine fei 
send§ forth fo mares for to pastures aboute f o billes t 
w^tAholden the foies wit// hem at home. And wlia^i the 
16 pissemyres sen fo vesselles, fei lepen in anon, And fei 
han this kynde, fat fei lete no thing ben empty among 
hem, but anon fei fillen it, be it 'vvhat maner of fing fat 
it be, so fei fillen fo vesselles witfe gold. And wliaii [ifoi.i276] 
20 fat the folk supposen fat the vesseH ben fulle, fei putten 

forth Anon the 3 onge foies -fc maken hem to ny 3 eii after Then the 

mares retnm 

hire dames t fan Anon the mares retornen towards^ hire to their 
foies wit/i hire charges of gold t fan men dischargen hem 
24 t geten gold ynow be this sotyltee, Por the pissemyres 
wole suffren bestee to gon and pasturen ainonges hem, 
but no man in no wyse. And be 3 onde the lond i the 
yles t the desertes of Prestre lohnes lordschipe in goynge 
28 streight towarde^ the est, men fynde no fing but 

montaynes -t roches fuH grebe. And fere is the derke The Land 
Pegyoun Wliere no man may see noufer be day ne be 
nyghte as fei of the contree seyn. And fat desert t fat 
32 place of derknesse duren fro this cost vnto poradys 
terrestre, where fat Adam oure formest fader t Eue weren 
putt fat dwelloden fere but lytyH while, And fat is 
towardes the Est at the begyimynge of the erthe. But 
36 fat is not fat Est fat we clepe oure Est on this half, 
where the sonne riseth to vs, for wlianne the sonne is Est in 
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f 0 parfcyes toward paradys terrestre, it is panne niydnyglit 
in oure parties o this half for the ronndeness of the erthe, 
of the whiche I hane towched to 3011 of before. Tor onre 
lord god made tlie erthe aH rownd, in the myclde place of 4 
the firmament, And pere as mou^^taynes t hilles ben t 
valeyes fat is not hut only of I^'oes fiode fat wasted the 
softe grour^d t the tendre t fell doun into valeyes. And 
the harde erthe i the roche ahydeii moiintaynes, Whan 8 
the soft erthe t tendre wax nessche forgh the water t 
feh and ^hecame^i valeyes. Of paradys ne can I not 
speken propnrly for I was not fere ; it is fer he30iide -t 
fat forthinketh me. And also I was not worthi. But as 12 
I haue herd seye of wyse mew be3onde, I schah telle 30U 
w^tA gpde wiH. Paradys terrestre, as wise mew seyn is 
the highest place of erthe fat is in aH the world And it 
is so liigh fat it toucheth nygh to the cercle of the mono, 16 
pcre as the mone niaketh hire torn. For sche is so high 
pat the fiode of Foe ne myght not come to hire pat wolde 
haue couered aH pe erthe of the world aH ahowte i 
abouew t henethen, saf paradys only allono And this 20 
paradys is enclosed aH aboute vtiih a waH -fc mow wyte 
not wherof it is^ For the walles hew couered aH oner 
witA mosso, as it semeth. And it semeth not pat the 
waH is ston of nature ne of now oper thing pat the waH is. 24 
And pat waH streccheth fro the South to the north And 
it hath not hut on entree pat is closed witfe fyre 
brennynge, so pat nomaw pat is mortaH ne dar not entrcw. 
And in the most high place of paradys, enene in the 28 
niyddel place, is a welle pat casteth out the .iixj. fiodes 
pat rennew he dyuerse londe^. Of the whiche the firste 
is dept Phison or Ganges, pat is aH on, and it renneth 
porghout YNDB or Emlak, In the whiche Eyuere hew nianye 32 
precioiise stones And mochel of Lignuju Aloes And moche 
graueH of gold. . And pat oper Ryuere is dept ITilus or 
Gyson, pat goth he Ethiofe t after be Egypt. And pat 
oper is dept Tigris, pat renneth be AssiByb -t be Armenyb 36 
the grete. And pat other is dept Eupbatb pat renneth also 
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be Medee i be Ab^monyb and be Peissye. And ine% fere [i foL 128 &] 

be3onde seyn fat alle the swete wat-res of tlie Avoxld 

aboiie?^ t benetben taken hire begynnynge of fat welle of 

4 Paraclys And out of fat welle ah watres coinen t gon. 

The firste Eyuere is dept Phison, fat is to seyne in hire Etymologies 

langage Assembled, For manye ofere Eyiieres meten names. 

\iQm fere t gon into fat Eyuere. And sumnien clepen it 

8 Ganges for a kyng fat was in tnde fat highte G angeres -t Ganges. 

fat it ran f orghout his lond. And fat water [is] (^) in sum 

place clere -t in sum place trouble, In sum place hoot t in 

sum place cold. The seconde Eyuere is dept Ntlus or me. 

12 Gyson, for it is ahwey trouble And GYSONin the langage 

of Ethiopb is to seye trouble. And in the langage of 

Egipt also. The thridde Eyuere fat is dept Tigris is as Tigris. 

inoche for to seye as faste ronnynge For he renneth more 

16 faste fan ony of the tofere And also fere [is] (^) a best fat 

is clepecl Tigris fat is faste rewnynge. The fourthe Eyuere 

is dept Euprates, fat is to seyne wel herynge for fere Eupiixates. 

growen many godes vpon fat Eyuere as 'comes, frutes -t 

20 ofere godes ynowe plentee. And 300 schuE vnderstonde 

fat 11 Oman fat is niorteh ne may not approchen to fat Paradise is 
^ ^ , inaccessible. 

paradys. For he londe noman may go for wylde hestes 
fat ben in the desertes t for the high mountaynes t grete 
24 huge Eoches fat noman may passe by, for the derke 

places fat hen fere -t fat manye. And he the Eyueres The rivers 
may noman go, for the water renneth so rudely i so 
scharply because fat it comet3i doun so outrageously 
28 ^from the high places ahouen, fat it rennethiii so gretc i29a] 
wawes fat no schipp may not rowe ne seyle a 3 enes it. 

And the water roreth so t maketh so huge noyse i so gret 
tempest fat noman may here ofer in the schipp, fough 
32 he cryede with aH the craft fat he eowde in the hieste 

voys fat he myghte. Many grete lorded ban assayed with Many have 
gret wille many tymes fox to passen be fo ryueres toward 
paradys with full grete companyes, But fei myghte not 
36 speden in hire viage. And manye dyeden for weryness of 
(^) is, missing, 0 . 
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rowynge a3ensfc fo stroiige wawes, And iiiaiiy of liem 
became^ blynde And many deve for the noyse of tlie 
water. And summe weren perisscht t loste wiblijiine the 
wawes, so fafc no mortetl: man may approche to pat place 4 
witAoute^i specyail grace of god, so pat of pat place I can 
sey 30U nomore And perfore I schatt holde me stille And 
retoriiew to pat pat I hane seen. 


OF THE CUSTOMS OF KYmES ± OpERE pAT 
DWELLED IN THE YLES COSTYNGE TO 
PEBSTR^ lOHNi^S LOND, AND OF THE WOE- 
SCHIPE PAT THE SONE DOTH TO THE FADJ^i^ 
WHAN HE IS DEDE. 

F EOM po yles pat I liaue spoken of before in the lond 8 
of Prestre lohn, pat* hen viider erthe as to vs pat 
hen 0 this half And of oper yles pat ben more furtllere 
bejonde, Whoso wil piirsueji hew for to comen ajen right 
to the parties .pat be cam fro t so environne ali erthe. 12 
but what for the yles, what for the see t wliat for strong 
rowynge fewe folk assay en for to passeu pat passage, ali 
be it pat men myglite don it wel pat myght ^ hen of j)ower 
to dresse him pereto as I bane seyd 5011 before. And 16 
perfore men retnriien from po yles aboiieseyd he oper yles 
costyiige fro the lond of Prestre lohu And panne conien 
men in returnynge to an yle pat is dept Oasson And pat 
yle hath wel .lx. iorneyes in lengthe t more pan .1. in 20 
brede. This is the beste yle i: the besto kyngdoin pat is 
in ail po party es onttaken Cathay. And 3if tlie mar- 
ch anntes vseden als moche pat contre as pei don Cathay, 
it woldo ben better pan Cathay in a schort while. This 24 
contree is full wel enhahyted t so full of cytees t of gode 
townes -fc enhahyted v^ith peple, pat whan a man goth out 
of 0 cytee men seen another cytee enene before hem. 
And pat is what portye pat a man go in aH pat contree. 28 
In pat yle is gret plentee’ of aH godes for to lyue witA -fc 
of aH manere of spices And pere ben grebe forestee of 
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CHESTEYiSES. -The kyng of ]jat yle is futt riche t fail 
myghty And natheles he holt his lond of the grete Chane 
t is obeyssant to him, For it is on of the .xij. prouynces 
4 fat the gret Chane hath vnder him withoiiten his propre 
lond i mtfeouten ofer lesse yles fat he hath, for ho 
hath full manye. From fat kyngdom comen men in 
retumynge to anof er yle fat is dept Hyboth i it is also Tibet. 

8 vnder the grete Chane ])at is a fail gode contree t fuH 
plentefons of all godes t of wyncs -t frut t aH ofer 
ricchess. And the folk of fat contree han none houses 
but f ei dwellen t lyggen all vnder tenter made of blak 
12 feme by all the contree. And the princypali cytee i the 

most royaH is aH walled with blak ston t white, ^ And [ifoi. isoa] 
ail the stretes also ben pathed of the same stones. In fat 
cytee is noraan so hardy to schede blode of noman ne of 
16 no best for the reuerence of an ydole fat is worschipt 

fere. And in fat yle dwelleth the Pope of hire la we fat The Grand 
fei clepen lobassy. This Lob assy 3 eueth ail the benefices 
•t alle ofer dignytees t ail ofer thinges fat belongen to 
20 the ydole And alle f o fat holden ony thing of hire chirches, 

Eeligions t ofere obeyen to him as mew don here to the 
Pope of Eome. In fat yle fei han a custom be all the 
contree fat whan the fader is ded of ony man t the sone Funeral 

^ rites, 

24 list to do gret worschipe to his fader, he sendeth to aH 
his frendes -t to all his kyn t for religions men -t preestes 
i for mynstrall also gret plentee. And f anne men beren 
the dede body vnto a gret hiH wM gret ioye -t solempnyte 
28 And whan fei han broiigfite it thider the chief prelate 

srayteth of the hede And leyth it vpon a gret platere of The dead 
gold or of sylner, ^if [he] Q) be so ryche a man. And to pieces, 
fan be taketh the hede to the sone And fanne the sone t 
32 his ofer kyn syngen -t seyn manye oiisouns. And fanne 
the prestes t the Eeligions men smyten aH the body of 
the dede man in peces And fanne fei seyn certeyn 
orisouns. And the foules of raveyne of all the contree The birds 

of the air 

36 abowten knowen the custom of long tyme before [t] comen eat it, 

(1) he, missing, 0* 
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fleenge abolle^^ in the eyr as Egles, Glebes, Eauenes i 
ofere foules of raveyne pat eten flesch. And pan the 
preestes casten the gobettes of the flescli t pan the foules 
eche of hem taketh pat he may t goth a litiH pens t 4 
eteth it, And so pei don whils ony pece lasteth of the 
The funeral dede body. And after pat, as preestes anionges vs syiigen 

service. 

[ifoi. 1306] for the dede: ^Subuenite sanoti dei t cetera , right so 

po prestes syngen wttA high Yoys in hire langage ; Be- 8 

holdeth how so worthi a ma^ t how gode a man this was, 

pat the Amigeles of god come^^ for to sechen him t for to 

brynge 7 ^ him in to paradys. And panne someth it to tlie 

The family sone pat he is highliche worschipt whan pat manye briddes 12 
are 

honoured if t foules of raveyiie conle^^ -t eten his fader, And he pat 

many birds 

partake. hath most nombre of foules is most worschiped. And 
panne the sone bryngeth hoom witA him aS his kyn t 
his frendes -fc all the opere to his hows i maketh hem a 16 
gret feste, And pamie aH: his frendes maken hire avaunt t 
hire dalyance how the foules comen pider, here .v. here 

ti 

.vj. here .x. -t pere .xx. -t so forth t pei reioysseii hem 
hugely for to spelce pere of. And whan pei ben at mete, 20 
The head is the sone let biynge forth the hede of his fader -t pere of 
besf;\^end^^ lie ^eueth of the flesch to his most specyaH frendes iu 
stede of entremess or a sukkarke. And of the brayn 
The .skull is panne he leteth make a ciippe -t pere of drynketh he -b 24 

made into a , 

cup. his oper frendes also, with gret deuocwun in remem- 

biance of the holy man pat the Aungeles of god ban 
eten. And pat cuppo the sone schaH kepe to drynken 
of all his lif tyme in remembrance of his fadir. From 28 
pat lond in returnynge be .x. iorneys porgh out 
the lond of the grete Chane is anoper gode yle i a 
gret kyngdom where the kyng is full riche t myghty. 

And amonges the riche men of his contree is a passynge 32 
riche man pat is no Prynoe ne due ne Erl, But 
he hath mo pat holden of him londe^ t oper lord- 
schipes, for he is more riche, for he hai^ euery ^eer of 
(SifoLisiaj annudd rente .CCC. Mitt. ^ hors charged w^’tA corn of 36 
dyuerse greynes i of ry^s. And so he ledeth a fuH noble 



[CH. XXXV, HEATHEN BELIEFS. THE POPE’S APPROVAL.] 207 


lif i a delycate after the custom of the contree. For he 
hath enery day .1. faire damyseles aht maydenes fat seraeii The rich 
him eueremoxe at his mete t for to lye } 3 e hem o uyght -t the fifty 

niciidoiQS 

4 for to do wM hem fat is to his plesance. And whan he 
is at the table f ei brynge^^ him hys mete at euery tyme 
.V. and .V. togedre And in bryngynge hire semyse fei 
syngen a song And after fat fei kutten his mete i putfcen 
8 it in his mouth, for he towcheth nothing ne handleth 
nought, but holdeth eueremore his bonder before him vpon 
the table. For he hath so longe nayles fat he may take His nails 

are so long 

no thing ne handle no thing. For the noblesse of fat that they 

^ ” must feed 

12 contree is to haue longe nayles i to make hem growen aH: - 

weys to hen als longe as men may, And fere ben manye 
in fat contree fat han hire nayles so longe fat fei 
envyroune aH the bond, And fat is a gret noblesse. And 
16 the nobless of the wommen is for to hauen smale feet -t 

litih, And f erf ore anon as pei hen born, fey lete bynde womens 
hire feet so streyte fat fei may not growen half as nature hound, 
wolde. And this [is] (^) the nobleye of the wommen fere 
20 to haue smale feet -t lityH. And aHweys feise damyseles 

fat I spak of beforn syngen all the tyme fat this riche The maidens 
man eteth. And whan fat he eteth no more of his firste bring in the 

- - . , , , , . courses of 

cours fanne of er .v. -t .v. of laire damyseles bryngen him 
24 his seconde cours all weys syngynge as fei dide beforn. dinner. 
And so fei don contynuelly euery day to the ende of bis 
mete -t in this manere ^ he ledeth his lif And so dide fei [i foi. isi 6] 
before him fat weren his Auncestres t so schuH fei fat 
28 comen after him, wittouten doynge of ony dedee of He never 

, . . fights, but 

Armes, but lyuen eueremore fiis in ese as a swyn fat is Uviesiikea 
fedd in sty for to ben made fatte. He hath a full fair 
palays -t full riche, where fat he dwelleth jnne, of the ms palace 
32 whiche the walles ben in cyrcuyt .ij. myle. And he hath 
witAjnne many faire gardynes And many faire halles -t 
chambres And the pawment of his halles -t chambres ben 
of gold t syluer. And in the myd place of on of liys 
36 gardynes is a lytyH mountayne Where fere is a lityH 
(^) is, missing, 0. 
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medewe And in j)afc medewe is a lityH toofchiH toures 
t pynacles txR of gold. And in. fat lityH toothiH wole lio 
sytten often tyme for to taken the ayr t to desportew 
hyni. For fat place is made for no fing elles hut only 4 
for his desport. Fro fat contree men come^^ he the lond 
of the grete Chane also fat I haue spoken of before. 
And ^ee schiiH vndirstonde fat of aH f eise contrees i of 
ali f eise yles -t of ali the dynerse folk fat I hane spoken 8 
of before -t of dyuerse lawes t of dyuerse beleeves fat 
fei haw, 3 it is fere non of hem alle hut fat fei haw sum 
resouw wtt^in hem t nnderstondynge, but 3 if it be the 
fewere, t fat haw certeyn Artictes of oure feilh i sumnie 12 
gode poyntes of cure beleeve. And fat fei beleeven in 
god fat formede all fing t made the world And clepen hi?w 
god of nature, after fat the prophete seyth : Et metuent 
EUM OMNBS FINES TEJSRE, And also in anofer place : Oaines 16 
GENTKS SEEUIENT El, ))at is to seyne : Alle folk schul 
seruew him. But 3 it fei cone not speken perfytly, for 
fere is no ^ maw to techen hem, but only fat fei cone 
deuyse be hire iiatureH wytt. For fei haw no knou- 20 
leebe of the sone ne of the holy gost. But fei cone 
aB speken of the Bible -t namely of Genesis, of the 
prophetee sawes And of the bokes of Moyses. And fei 
seyn wel fat the creatures fat worschipen hem ne bew 24 
no goddes, but fei worschipen hem for the vertiie *fat is 
in hem fat may not be but only be the grace of god. 
And of SiMXJLACRES -fc of YDOLBS fei seyn fat fere bew 
no folk but fat fei han Simctlaorbs And fat fei seyn 28 
for wee cristew men )ian ymage^, as of oure lady -t of 
of ere seyntes fat wee worschipen, Noght the y mages of 
tree or of ston, but the seyntes in wlioos name fei bew 
made after. For right as the bokes t the scripture of 32 
hem techew the clerkes how t in what manere fei schuH 
beleeven, right so the ymages t the peyntynges techen 
the lewed folk to worschipew the seyntes t to haue 
hem in hire mynde in whoos name fat f e ymages bow 36 
made after. })ei seyn also fat the aungeles of god 
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speken to hem in fo ydolos t pat pei clou inanye grebe 
niyracles, And pci soya sotk pat pere is an aungeH witMn 
liem, For pere be^ .ij. maner of aungeles, a gode t an 

4 eueli, as the Ctrekes seyn : Caoho and Calo. This 

Cacho is the wykked aungeE And Calo is the gode 

aungeH. But the toper is not the gode aungeE, but 

the wykked aungeH, pat is w^t^inne the ydoles for to 
8 disceyuen hem -t for to ineyntenen hem in hire errour. 
Jpere be?^ inanye oper dyuerse conbrees and nianye oper 
nierueyles be^onde pat I haue not seen, Wherfore of hem 
I can not speke propuiiy to teE 30U the manere of hem. 
12 ^ And also in the conlrees where I haue ben ben manye 
mo dyuersitees of many wondirfuE thingee panne I make 
nlenc^ou?^ of, For it were to longe thing to deuyse 30U 
the manere. And perfore pat pat I haue deuysed 30U of 
16 certeyn con trees pab I haue spoken of before, I beseche 
3 cure worthi and excellent noblesse pat [it] 0 suffise to 30U 
at this tynie. For 3!! pat I deuysed 30U aE pat is be3onde 
the see, another mm peraunter pat wolde peyne?^ him 
20 t t^^auaylle his body for to go into po marches for to 
encevche po contrees myghte beti blamed be my wordes 
in rehercynge manye straunge thinges. For he myghte 
not seye no thing of newe, in the whiche the hereres 
24 rnyghten hauen ouper solace or desport or lust or lykyng 
in the herynge. For mew seyn aE weys pat newe thinges 
t newe tydynges ben plesant to here. Wherfore I wole 
holde me stille witAouten ony more rehercyng of dyuer- 
28 siteez or of meruaylles pat ben be3onde, to pat entent t 
ende pat whoso wil gon into po contrees he schaE fynde 
ynowe to speke of, pat I haue not touched of in no wyse. 
And 3ee schuH vndirstonde 3if it lyke 30U pat at myn 
32 horn comynge I cam to Kome t schewed my lif to oure 
holy fadxr the Pope t was assoyEed of aE pat. lay in my 
conscience of many a dyuerse [greuous] {^) poynt, as men 
mosten nedes pat ben in company dwellyng among so 
36 many a dyuerse folk of dyuerse secte i of beleeve as I 


The angels 
that speak 
through the 
idols are 
evil angels. 


I can speak 
neither of 
what I hxave 
not seen, 
nor of all 
that I have 
seen. 

£1 fol. 132 &J 


Something 
must be left 
for other 
travellers to 
tell. 


I confessed 
to the Pope 
of Rome. 


P) 0. 

MANDEVILLE. 


(^) grouous, C. 
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haue ben. And amonges ali 1 schowed liym this tretys 

[1 foi. 133 a] j)at I had made after mformac^onn of men ^ J?at knewen 

of thinges Jjat I had not seen my self, And also of mer- 

ueyles and cnstomes fatl liadde seen my self, as fer as god 4 

wolde 3 eue me grace, And besoughto his holy fadirhode, 

My book Jjat my boke myghte ben examyned and corrected be 
was ap- 
proved by avys of his wyse -t discreet conseiit. And oure holy 
Ilia council. ^ . ■ 

fader of his special grace remytted my boke to ben 8 
examyned i preued be the Avys of his seyd conseiH, 

Be the whiche my boke was preened for trewe jn so 
moche fat fei schewed me a boke fat my boke was 
exainynde by, fat comprehended full moche more be an 12 
hundred part, be the whiche the Mappa mundi was made 
after. And so my boke, ait be it fat many me?^ ne list 
not to 3 ene credence to no fing but to fat fat fei seen 
witA hire eye, ne be the Anctoiir ne the persone neuer so 16 
trewe, is a:^ermed i preued be oure holy fader in maner 
t forme as I haue seyd. 

A nd I lohn MaundevyE knyght aboneseyd, aH f ougti 

I be vnwortSi, fat departed from oure contrees 20 
i^stortedin t passed the see the 3 eer of grace a .Milt .ccc. i .xxij. 

fat haue passed many londee t manye yles -t contrees 
t cerched manye fuii strange places, And haue bew in 
many a fuH gode honourable company© t at many a faire 24 
dede of armes, alt be it fat I dide none myself for inyn 
Now I am vnable Insuffisance : And now I am comew horn mawnree 

resting at ^ 

borne. myself to reste for gowtes Artetykes fat me distreynew ; 

fat deffynew the ende of my labour, a 3 enst my wili god 28 
[3 fob 138 &] knoweth. And ]>us takynge solace in my wrech^ched 
reste recordynge the tyme passed I haue fulfilled feise 
I wrote this thingcs -fc putte hem wryten in this boke, as it wolde 

in 1353. 

come into my mynde, the 3 eer of grace a .Mifl .ccc. -t .Ivj. 32 
in the .xxxiiij. 3 eer fat I departed© from oure contrees. 

Let my Wherfore I preye to aH the rederes -t hercres of this 

pray for me. boko jif it plese hem fat fei wolde preyen to god for me 

nd I schall preye fox hem. And alle f o fat seyii for 36 
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me a 'Pateb 'poster vfitJi an Aub maria fat god foi^eue 
me my synnes I make hem parteiieres t graiinte hew part 
of aH: [f e] Q) gode pilgrymages -t of all the gode dede5 fat 
4 I haiie don, ony be^^ to his plesance. And noght only 
of f 0 , but of aS fat euere I schaH do vnto my lyfes ende. 

And I beseche almyghty god fro whom ah’ godeness -t i pray for 

them* 

grace cometh fro, fat he vouchesaf of his excellent mercy 
8 -fc habundant grace to fuhfylle hire soules vfith inspira- 
ciouw of the holy gost in makynge defence of all hire 
gostly enemyes here in erthe, to hire saluaciou9^ bothe 
of body -t soule to worschipe t thankynge of him fat is 
12 free -h on witAoutcTi begynnynge t wMoutett endyng 
fat is witiioutew qualitee good, witAoute^z qzzantytee gret 
fat in alle places is present and aH thinges conteynynge 
the whiche fat no goodness may amende ne non euell 
16 empeyre, fat in perfyte Trynytee lyueth t regneth god be 
alle worlde^ -t be aH tymes. Amen, Amen. Amen. 

(^) ])e, blotted out in C. 
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Miraculous 

oil. 


Lelmuon. 

[1 fol. 51 a] 

Sabbath 

river. 


Tripoli. 

Bcjrout. 


[From MS. Egerton 1982 we reprint the passage missing in 
Chapter XV, p. 82.] 

I^Tetierlieles fat taUe eiiermare dreppez oel as it ware of 
oliue, And far es a vcsseli of marble vnder fc table to 
ressayue fe oel. f aroff fai giffe to pilgrim es for it heles of 
many sekeness. And men saise fat if it be keped wele 4 
senen 3 ere efterwarde^ it tiirnes in t.o flescb and bind. 

Fra Sardenak men comez thurgb fe vale of Bocbar fe 
wbilk es a faire vale and a plentifom of aH maner of 
fimyte and it es amanges liilles and fer er farin fair 8 
ryuers and grete medews and noble pasture for bestez. 
And men gas by fe moimtes of libane wbilk lastez fra 
Ermony fe mare to wardes fe north vnto Dan fe wbilk 
es fe end of pe ^Jand of repromissiouw to ward fe nortb 12 
as I Faid before, fir billes er ri^t fruytfnS And fare er 
many faire welles and cedres ard cipressez and many 
ofer treesse of diuerse kyndes; ):)are er also many gude 
tonnes to ward fe beued of fir billes fuH: of folk. 16 

B Etwene fe citee of arkez and fe citee of Eapbane es 
a riuer fat es called Sabatory for on f e seterday it 
rynnez fast and alt fe woke elles it standes still and 
rynnez no 3 t or elles hot fairely. Betwene fe forsaid billes 20 
also es anofer water fat on nyghtes fresez bard and on 
days OS na frost sene f eron. And as men comez agayne 
fra fase billes es a bill bier fan any of fe ofer and fai 
can it fare fe begb biH fare es a grete citee and a faire 24 
fe wbilk es called Tryple In fe wbilk er many gnde 
cristen men 3 emand fe same rytos and cnstomes fat we 
vse. Fra feine men coine%by a citee fai es called Berucb 
whaxe sayne george slew fe dragons and it es a gude 28 
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toune avid a ioire casteH: ])€dn And it es .iij. iournez fra 
fe forsaid citee of Sardenak. At fe ta syde of Berncli 
.xvj. myle to come hiderward es fe citee of Sydon. At 
4 BerucH entres pilgr^mes in to ]?e see fat will coin to Ciprc 
and fai aryfe at fe porte of Surrj or of Tjer^ and so fai i^re. 
com to Cipre in a lytiH sj'}ace Or men may com fra fe 
porte of Tyre and com no^t at Cipre and aryfe at sum 
8 h alien of grece and so come to fise partyse as I said 
before. 

1 T’ hafe talde jow now of f e ways by wliilk men gase The longer 
JL ferrest and langest to ier^salem as by babilon and [i foi. 51 h] 

12 nlon 7 ^t synay and many ofer placez whilk 30 herd me teli 

off and also by whilk ways men schaB tnrne agayne to fe 

land of repromissiou^, now wifi I teS ^ovr fe lightest 

way and fe schortest to ie^^ 6 salem■. For sum men wiH The shorter 

way. 

16 nojt ga fe tofer, sum for fai hafe no 3 t spending ynogh, 
sum for fai hafe na gude company and sum for fai may 
no 3 t endure ]>e lang tr|,uail, sum for fai drede fam of 
many perils of deseries sum for fai will haste fam hame- 

20 ward desirand to see fare wifes and fare childer or for 
sum ofer resonable cause fat f ai hafe to turne sone hame. 

And ferfore I wlH schew how men may passe fittest and 
in schortest tyme make faire pilgrimage to iert^salem. 

24 A man f conies fra f e landes of f e west he gas thurgh 
frail wee burgoyne and lumbardy and so to Venice or geen 
or sum ofer hauen and schippes fare and wendez by see 
to fe He of greff fe whilk pertenez to fe lanuenes, And Corfu. 

28 seyne he aryuoz in grece at porte Mirroh or at Vedon or Vaiona. 
at Duras or at sum ofer hauen of fa# cuntree and ristez Durazzo. 
him fare and byez him vitailes and schippez agayne and 
sailez to Cipre and aryuez fare at Famagost and comez Cyprus. 

32 no 3 t at f 0 He of Eodes. Famagost es f e chieff hauen 
of Cipre And fare he refreschez him and puruays him of 
vitailes and fan he gase to schippe a/nd comez na mare on ' 
land he will before he come at porte laffe fa# 6 s fe Jaffa. 

§6 next hai^en to ierwsalem for it es hot a day iowrnee 62 ai 
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Kami eh. 


Lidda, 


Mountjoy. 


Tefeoah. 


Another 

route. 


[1 fol. 52 6] 


Arm of St. 
George. 


Sinope. 


and a half fra iertisalem es to say .xxxvj. niyle. Fra 
fe porte laffe men gase to fe citee of Rmnes j)e whilk es 
hot a lytill peine and it es a faire citee and a gude 
and mykiH: folk perin. And ivithonten ]>at citee toward 4’ 
pe south is a kirk of oiire lady whare oure lord sohewed 
him tiil hir in three cloudes pe whilk hetakiied pe 
trinitee And a lytiH peine es ane o}er citee \at men 
callez Dispolis hot it hight sum tyrae Lidda a faire citee 8 
and a welo inhabited. jDare es a kirk of sayne george 
whare he was heuedid. Fra peine men gase to pe casteH: 
of Emaus And so to pe moimt ioy pare may pilgrimes 
first see to ierwsalem At mount ioy liggez Samuel pe 12 
prophete. Fra peine men gase to ierz^salem. Beside ]>iV' 
ways es pe citee of Ramatha and pe mount Modyn And 
peroff was Matathias ludas ]V^achahe^^s fader And pare er 
pe graues of pe Mdchaheez. Be 3 ond Eamatha es pe 16 
towne of Techue wharoff Amos pe prophete was And pare 
es his grafe. 

I hafe talde jow before of pe haly placez ]>at er at 
iertisalem and ahoute it and perfore I will Ispeke 20 
namare of pam at pis tyme, Bot I will turne agayne and 
schewe 30 W oper ways a man may passe mare by land 
and namely for paim "pat may no^t siififer pe sauowr of pe 
see bot es lener to ga by land if aH it be pe mare payhe. 24 
Fra a man be entred in to pe see he schaH passe tiH ane 
of pe hauens of liimbardy For pare pare es pe best making 
of punieamrce ^of vitailes or he may passe to Teen or 
Venice or sum oper And he sail passe by see into grece 28 
to pe porte Mirrok or to Valon or to Duras or sum opef 
hauen of pat cuntree And fra peine he saH ga by land to 
Constantinople And he saH passe pe water pat os called 
Brace sayne george pe whilk es ane arme of pe see. And 82 
fra peine he saH by land ga to RuffyneM whare a glide 
casteH es and a strang And fra peine he saH ga to 
Rulmrdl and seyne to pe casteH of Synople and fra peine 
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to Capadoce pat es a greto cuiitree whare er many grete 
hilles And he sali ga thurgB Turhy to fe porte of 
Chiutoh and to pe citee of I^'yke wliiJk es hot .vij. myle Ciyifot, 

4 peine. )3at citee wa^^ne pe Turkes fra pe emperowr of 
Constantinople and it es a faire citee and wele walled on 
pe ta syde And on pe toper syde es a, grete lake and a 
grete riuer pe whilk es called Lay. Fra peine men gase 
8 by pe hilles, of llTairmont and by pe vales of Mailbrins 
and straite felles And by pe toune of Ormanx or by pe 
tonnes pat er on Riclay and Scanton pe whilk er .grete Heraniea, 
waters and noble And so to Antioche pe lesse whilk es 
12 sett on pe ryucr of Riclay and pare aboiites er many gude 
liilles aoid faire and many faire wodes and grete plentee 
of wylde bestes forto hunt at. 

A Nd he pat wiS ga anoper way he schaH ga by pe 
•playnes of Romany costayand pe romayn see. 

On pat coste es a faire casteH pai men callez Florach and 
it es right a strang place And vppermare ama^tg pe 
mouiitaynes es a faire citee pat es called Toursout ^ and Tarsus. 

20 pe citee of Longemaath and pe citee of Assere and pe cite 

of Marmistre. And when a man es passed pase moun- Mopsuesta. 
taynes and pase felles he gase by pe citee of Marioch Chaichidia 
and by Artoise whare es a grete brigg apon pe riuer of 
24 feme pat es called Farfar and it es a grete riuer herand Pharpar 

^ or Orontos, 

schippes and it rynnes ri^t fast oute of pe mountaines to 
pe cite of Damasc And besyde pe citee of Damasc es 
anoper grete riuer pat comes fra pe hilles of, liban whilk 
28 men callez Aibana. At pe passing of pis riuer saynt Abaua. 
Eustace pat sum tyme was called Placidas lost his wyf 
and: his twa childer. ]?is riuer lynnes thurgh pe playne 
of Archades and so to pe reed see. Fra peine men gase 
32 to pe cite of Phenice whare er hate welles and hate bathez 
And pan men gase to pe cite of Feme and betwcne 
Phenice and Feme er .x. myle. And pare er many faire 
' woddes. And pan men comez til Anthioche whilk es Antioch, 
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Tortosa. 
[ifol. 53 &] 

Tripoli. 


Haifa. 


Gsesarea. 


The land 
journey. 


Prussia, 

Tartary. 


.X. niyle peine And it es a fair<3 citee and wele walled 
aboufce witA many faire toures And it es a grete cite bot 
it was sum tyme gretter pan it esii owe For it was sum 
tyme twa myle on lentb and on brede oper half niyle 4 
And tburgb pe myddes of yat cilee ranne pe water of 
Farphar and a grete brigg ower it and pare ware sum 
tyme in pe walles aboute pis citee .ecc. and fyfty toures 
and at ilk a piler of pe brigg was a toure. ]Dis es pe 8 
cheeffe cite of pe kyngdom of Surry And ten myle fra pis 
cite es pe porte of Saynt Symeon and pare gase pe water 
off Farphar in to pe see. Fra Antioche men gase to a 
cite fat es called Lacuth and pan to Gebel and pan to 12 
Tortouse and pare nere es pe land of Channel ^ and pare 
es a Strang casteH pat es called Maubek. Fra tortouse 
passez men to Tryple by see or elles by land thurgb pe 
stray t of mountayiies and feUes and pare es a citee pat es 16 
called GHbUet. Fra Triple gase men til Acres And fra 
peine er twa ways to ieritsalem pe tane on pe left half 
and pe toper on pe rijt half. By pe left way men gase 
by damasc and by pe flum Iordan, By pe rijt way men 20 
gase by Maryn and by pe land of Flagramy, And nere 
pe mountaynes vnto pe cite of Gayphas \>at sum men 
callez pe casteH of Pilgrimes And fra peine to ierwsalem 
er .iij. day iownez In pe whilk men schall ga thurgh 24 
Cesaria Philippi and so to laffe and Rames and pe 
casteli of Emaus and so to ier^^salem. Illow liafe I talde 
jow sum ways by land and by water pat men may ga by 
to pe haly land after pe cuntreez yat pay com fra neuer- 28 
peles pai com aB til ane ende. 

5Yt es pare anoper way to iert^salem aH by land and 
^ passe nojt pe see fra frauwce or flaundres bot pat 
way es fuBt lang and perliotte and of grete trauaile and 32 
perfore few gase pat way. He yat schaH ga pat way he 
schaH: ga thurgh Almayne and Pruyss and so to Tartary, 

J)is tartary es haldeh of pe grete Caan of Cathay of 
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wham I think to speke efterward. ):>is es a fnH iH land 
and sandy and lytitt frnyt herand For pare growes na 
come ne wyne ne heenes ne peese ne nano]?er fruyt 
4 conable to man forto liffe witA, Dot fare er bestez in 
grete plentee And ferfore fai ete bot flesch witiiontew 
breed cmd soupez fe l)roo And jfjai drink naylke of aH 
maner of besiez. 
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